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PEEFACE 


My work as editor has been very simple. I have 
left Professor Wilson’s translation unaltered except 
where there was an obvious slip, or where Say ana’s 
Commentary had not been followed. It is now nearly 
thirty years since Professor Wilson finished his trans¬ 
lation. The progress of Sanskrit scholarship may 
therefore perhaps be thought to have lessened the 
value of his work. I have endeavoured to meet 
this criticism by embodying in my notes (which 
are distinguished from those of Professor Wilson by 
being enclosed in square brackets) some of the results 
of modern German scholarship. My chief indebted¬ 
ness herein is to Ludwig and Grassmann. In 
connexion with this subject it may, without in¬ 
gratitude, be noted that there is a danger lest 
modern scholars should sometimes be credited with 
the results of native scholarship. It is not fail', 
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for instance, to give (as I have seen it given) 
Ludwig’s name as an authority for an interpretation 
which can be found in Say ana. In revising the 
translation itself I have derived very little help 
from modern scholarship, except of course from Max 
Muller’s invaluable recension of the Rig-Veda with 
Sayana’s Commentary. The distinguishing feature 
of Professor Wilson’s translation, whether for good 
or for evil, is its adherence to Sayana, and this, 
so far from modifying, I have, if anything, in¬ 
tensified. 

A word of caution should perhaps be given to 
those who have no knowledge of the Rig-Veda, other 
than that derived from this translation. They must 
not think that the literary style of the translation 
faithfully reflects that of the original. Professor 
Wilson has, it seems to me, translated Sayana’s 
paraphrase rather than the original text, and has 
often used a stilted or prosaic word instead of the 
homely, quaint, or poetic word which the original 
suggests. He has introduced into the text many 
of Sayana’s amplifications and even his derivations. 
If I could have followed my own instinct, the trans¬ 
lation would have been worded in simpler and more 
archaic English. 

My thanks are due to my friend and respected 
teacher, Professor Cowell (who himself edited 
^ ol. IV. and part of Vol. V. of this translation), 


PREFACE. 


Vll 


for selecting me to complete the work, and for 
assisting me in some of the more difficult passages. 
I have also to thank the Librarian and Sub-librarian 
of the India Office for the loan and gift of books. 


London, August Mth } 1888 . 


W. F. WEBSTER. 



BIG-VEDA SANHITA. 

IANDALA X. 

ANUVA'KA I. 

ASHTAKA YIL Continued. 

ADIIYAYA V, Continued, 

StfETA I. (L) 

The deity is Aoki; the IZisht is Tbita Aptya; the metre is 
Trishlulh* 

1, The great fire at the beginning of the dawn Targaxxix. 
has sprung aloft, and issuing forth from the dark¬ 
ness has come with radiance, 1 Agni, the bright¬ 
bodied, as soon as born, fills all dwellings with 
shining light. 2 

2, When born, thou, 0 Agni, art the embryo 
of heaven and earth, beautiful, borne about in the 
plants; 3 variegated, infantine, thou dispersest the 


1 [Sayaim explains this of the fire as brought from the 
Gdrhapatya to the dhavanlyaj] 

2 Yajur Yecfaj XII, 13, where Mahidhara takes it of the Sun, 
[CL Satap. Brahm. vi, 7. 3. 10,] 

3 Vilhrita Qshadhi&hU) according to Say ana abiding in the 
two pieces of touchwood which are vegetable forms, oshadhi- 
mkdreshu. Mahidhara explains the term as the cokes and other 
offerings, purod&$&dilaksh&nam ddtavydsu y Yajur Veda, XL 43, 

VOL. VI. B 
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nocturnal glooms; 1 thou issuest roaring loudly from 
the maternal (sources). 2 

3. May He, who as soon as manifested is vast 
and wise, and thus (universally) pervading, defend 
(me), his third (manifestation); 3 and when (the 
worshippers) ask with their mouths for his own 
water, animated by one purpose, they praise him 
in this world. 

4. Therefore the genetrices (of all things, the 
herbs), the eherishers (of all) with food, wait on 
thee who art the augmenter of food, with (sacri¬ 
ficial) viands; thou visitest them again, when they 
have assumed other forms, 4 thou art amongst human 
beings the invoker (of the gods). 

5. (We worship) Agjti for prosperity, thee, who 
art the invoker of the gods, the many-coloured 
conveyance of the sacrifice, the brilliant banner of 
every offering, the surpasser of every other deity 
in might, the guest of men. 

6. Arrayed in splendid garments, that Agni 


[Sayana takes tamdmsyaktun as “darkness and enemies black 
like eight.”] 

Mdtrilhya o&hadldbhyah “from plants,” or, according to 

MaMdhara, “from plants and trees”: oshadhl-vanaspalibhyah 
sakdsdt* 

3 Trit'iyam asya, according to the Scholiast, means the mani¬ 
festation of Agni as the third of Mata, Bwita, and Tnta ■ see 
Vol. I. p. 142, note. 

1 [According to Sayana, as the fiie which consumes the dry 
timber.] 
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(abides) on the navel of the earth; 1 do thou, 
royal (Agni), who art radiant, horn on the foot¬ 
mark of Ini, 2 offer worship here as Purohita to the 
gods. 

7. Thou hast ever sustained, Agni, both heaven 
and earth, as a son (supports) his parents; come, 
youngest (of the gods), to the presence of those 
desiring (thee); Son of strength, bring hither the 
gods. 

Sukta ir. (ii.) 

The deity and Ri&hi and metre as before. 

1. Agni, youngest (of the deities), propitiate Varga xxx. 
the desiring gods; lord of seasons, cognisant of 
seasons, here offer worship; worship with those 

who are the priests of the celestials ; 3 amongst the 
ministrant priests thou art the best offerer. 

2, Whether, Agni, thou prefer the office of 
Uotri or Potri among men, thou art wise, the 
giver of wealth, the observer of truth; let us offer 
the oblations with the (sacred) Swdhd , and may 
the most excellent and divine Agni present them 
to the gods. 


1 The a] tar* 

The Uttara-vedi, or north-altar [cf. Aitareya-Br* L 28 

3 Damja ritwijah —one enumeration makes Agni the BTotri, 
the Aswms the Adhwaryus, Twmhiri the Agnidh, and Mitra 
the Updvaktriy or cliaunter: according to A'swalayana (as cited 
by Sayana), Ohandramas is the Brahman, Adiiya the Adhwaryu , 
and Parjanya the Udgdtri * These are the priests of the gods 
in heaven* 
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3. May we pursue the path that leads to the 
gods to convey that (worship) which we may be 
able (to offer). May that wise Agjjt minister ; for 
He verily is the ministrant priest, and let him 
prescribe the ceremonies and the seasons 

4. 0 gods, when we who are most ignorant 
neglect the offices addressed to you who are wise, 
may the wise Agsti Complete the whole by (ap¬ 
pointing) those seasons by which he regulates the 
worship of the gods. 1 

5. Since men of feeble energies, with mind yet 
immature, are unacquainted with (the ritual of) 
the sacrifice, 2 may Agwi, the invoker (of the gods), 
the skilled in rites, well knowing (what is to be 
done), the best offerer, offer worship according to 
the fit season to the gods. 

6. The Progenitor 3 has engendered thee the 
chief of all sacrifices, variegated, illuminating 
(all), do thou offer (to the gods) the desirable 
all-sustaining praise-accompanied viands growing 
upon man-occupied earth. 4 


1 [Rather, “may Aghi complete the whole, knowing at whnt 
seasona he should appoint the gods (to be worshipped),” lit. 
“with what seasons he should fix the gods.”] 

[Rather, “ do not think of (remember) the sacrifice.”] 

3 Either Prajapati or the sacrifice?:, the yajamdna. 

* [Sayana’s first interpretation of nrivatlr arm kshdh etc. is 
somewhat obscure, as he takes «« with A yajaswa and makes 
kBhak the object of yajaswa ; he gives as a second “ (viands) 
prepared by men, placed on the earth, i.e . on the altar,”] 
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7. Do thou, Agni, whom the earth and heaven, 
whom the waters, whom Twashtri, the glorious 
creator, engendered, who art cognisant of the path, 
the road of the Pitris, shine brilliantly, being 
kindled. 

StfxTA III. (III.) 

Deity, Jjtishi, and metre as before, 

1. J Eoyal Agni, (thou art) the lord (of all). He Varga xxsi. 
who is the conveyer of the oblation, the radiant, 

the formidable, the recipient of the Soma, is 
manifested for the benefaction (of the wor¬ 
shipper) : all-knowing, he shines forth with great 
lustre; he proceeds, scattering the glimmering 
darkness. 1 2 

2. When he has overcome the dark departing 
(night) by his radiance, then, begetting the damsel, 
the daughter of the great father, 3 he shines in his 
course with the treasures' 4 of heaven, establishing 
above the light of the sun. 

3. He has come auspicious, waited on by the 


1 Yerses I to 3 occur Sama Yeda, II. 7. 2, 5, 

* This alludes, according to Sayana, to the burnt sacrifices at 
sunset and in the morning; the construction is very elliptical 
and obscure, especially the last phrase, asiknim &ti ruiatim 
he. iwefavar?iam diptim apagamayan , fi he goes to the 
night driving away the white shining light.” 

3 Tho dawn, the daughter of the Sun, 

4 [Sayana explains vmuhhih as the 1 f enveloping ” or 4 ‘kindling 
splendours.”] 
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auspicious (light); he afterwards approaches his 
sister (dawn) like a gallant: 1 Agni, spreading every¬ 
where, with omniscient rays overpowers the dark 
(night) with brilliant beams. 

4. The blazing flames of that mighty Agni do 
not (deter) his adorers; the fierce flames of the 
friendly auspicious adorable (Agni), the showerer 
of (benefits), the vast, the strong-mouthed, are 
visible in the sacrifice. 

5. The flames of whom, radiant, vast, bright- 
shining, go roaring like the winds; who covers 
the sky with most excellent, most lustrous, most 
sportive, and most mighty rays ;— 

6. Of him, bright-blazing and hastening (toward 
the gods), the fierce-burning flames roar with the 
horses (of the Maruts): who shines mighty in his 
course, most divine, with ancient, brilliant, and 
loud-sounding (flames). 

7. Do thou, great Agni, bring the gods to our 
(sacrifice). Do thou, the messenger of the young 
heaven and earth, 2 * * sit down (at our sacrifice). 
Agni, who art easily found, who art rapid in move¬ 
ment, do thou come with thy docile and rapid 
steeds (to our rite). 


1 fSayana takes jdrafy as satru na m jarayita. ] 

Xn a cha satsi divaxprithivyor (irc<l.t'r y v. vaiyi/h , 5 ' yuvdtyoh 

may mean “mutually mixed,” parasparam misritayoh, or 

“ young females,” tarunyok. 
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StJKTA IT. (IV.) 

Deity, Rishi, and metre as before. 

1. To tliee, Agni, I present the oblation: to 
thee I repeat praise; that thou, who art deserving 
of laudation, mayest be present at our invocations: 
ancient sovereign, Agni, thou art like a well of 
water in a desert, to the man desirous of offering 
sacrifice. 

2. Men have recourse to thee, Agni, youngest 
(of the gods), as cattle hasten to the warm stall. 
Thou art the messenger of the gods and of 
mortals; mighty, thou proceedest by the firmament 
between (heaven and earth). 

3. Cherishing thee, (Agni), the victorious, like 
a child, thy mother (earth) desirous of thy contact 
sustains thee. Thou comest, eager from above the 
firmament, by a downward path, and when released 
(after the oblation is offered), thou desirest to go 
back like cattle (to their stall). 

4. We, who are perplexed, know not, O unper¬ 
plexed, intelligent one, thy greatness: but thou, 
Agni, verily knowest it. Wearing a form 1 he 
reposes; he moves about devouring (the offering) 
with his tongue (of flame); being lord of men, he 
licks up the mixed oblation. 2 


1 [Sayana adds u as the dhavamya 

2 R&rihyate yuvatim vispatih san m 7 yuvati may also mean “the 
youthful earth/ 1 as compared with its withered plants (tarunhn 
jirnamlutdkiMm priildvlm dswddmjati ). 
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5. Where is the new (Agni) born ? he is present 
in the old (plants) and in the wood, grey-haired, 
smoked-bannered: though not needing ablution, 
he hastens to the water like a (thirsty) bull, he 
whom men with one consent propitiate. 

6. As two daring 1 robbers lurking in a forest 
seize (upon a traveller) with ten cords, (so the 
two hands seize upon the touchwood, with the ten 
fingers). 2 This new praise, Agni, is addressed to 
thee: attach thyself (to my sacrifice) with thy 
radiant members, as (they harness horses) to a car. 

7 . May this oblation, Jatavedas, this reverence, 
this praise, ever magnify thee. Protect, Agni, our 
sons, our grandsons, and diligently defend our 
persons. 

StflETA V. (V.) 

Deity, Riski, and metre as before. 

1. Agni, the sole capacious ocean of riches, who 
is of many births, beholds our hearts; he waits 
on the clond in the neighbourhood of the hidden 


1 TanMyaja— literally body-abandoning—meaning, according 
to tbc Scholiast, martum kritanisokayau “ready to die,’’ dhrithfau 
" d s arin S- boM ” C cf - “janissary ”=jGn-wsdr, in Persian]! 

s The text does not specify the object of the comparison; it 
is literally, “As two during robbers going in a wood lay bold 
of with ten ropes.” TanUyajem taslard vanargii rasandbkir 
dasabhtr alhjadhitam. Ydska, III. 14, supplies the deficiency 
in part: agmmmthanau Mhk tmlcarubhyum upamimUe: “two 
arms churning the fire are compared to two thieves.” 




SEVENTH ASHTAKA—FIFTH ADHYlYA. 9 

(firmament); 1 go, Agni, to thy appointed place in 
the midst of the waters. 2 

2. Great (worshippers), showerers (of oblations) 
enveloping with their hymns the common dark 
(fire), have associated (him) with his horses (to 
come to the sacrifice). 3 Sages, preserve (by obla¬ 
tions) the place of the water 4 and support the 
divine rains in the vault (of heaven). 

3. The two observers of truth, the two possessors 
of wisdom, (heaven and earth) sustain (this Agni) ; 
measuring the time, they have brought forth and 
reared a son; and (men), pondering in their minds 
on that navel of the universe, movable and im¬ 
movable, the thread 3 of the sage (Agni, are blessed 
with happiness). 

4. The ancient celebrators of the rite desiring 


1 fSayana gives an alternative explanation, “ He waits on the 
night in the neighbourhood of the times of morning and evening 
covered (respectively) by light and darkness.”] 

2 Utsasya may be rendered uddka-dhdrdkasya lokasya , or 
megha&ya : “ the firmament containing water,” or “ a cloud.” 

3 fSayana gives an alternative rendering, “ have (themselves) 
become possessed of horses.” Eut the verse probably means, 
“The strong stallions dwelling in one common place have joined 
the mares.”] 

4 i.e. fire. Guha ndmani dadhire par uni is also explained by 
Sayana as, “They keep in their secret hearts (i.e. worship) 
Agni’s principal names, sc. Agni, data vedas, Yaiswanara,” etc. 

B Kavesehit tantum, explained by Agnes tanitaram vaiswd - 
nardkhgam adisam, “ the thread or connector of Agni—the 
portion called Faiswanara.” 
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(boons) wait on (Agni), rightly born, for the sake 
of food: 1 the all-comprising heaven and earth 
cherish him, who abides above the heavens, with 
the sacrificial butter and food (produced) from the 
water. 

5. The wise Agni glorified (by his worshippers) 
has from the sacrifice 2 raised aloft, for the ready 
manifestation of (all things), the seven radiant 
sister (flames); which when formerly engendered 
he restrained in the firmament, until desirous of 
(adorers) he bestowed form upon the region of the 
earth. 3 

6. The wise 4 have established seven rules of con¬ 
duct ; he is a sinner who deviates from any one of 
them. Agni is the obstructor of (that) man, he 
abides in the dwelling of his neighbour, in the 
region of the scattering of the rays, and in the 
recipient (waters). 5 


1 The Scholiast makes ishah an epithet of the rUwigyajamdndhj 
explaining it as abhilashtidnicehmtah, <l desiring boons.” [It 
rather means “food,” and is the joint subject of the verb sachante ; 
vdjdya should be translated N for the sake of strength.”] 

% Madkwah—yajn&t. Say ana gives as alternative samudro - 

dakat* 

3 [Sayana, citing X. 88. 6, adds that this line may refer to 
Agni as the sun, drawing up his seven rays from the ocean, 
and then as lightning in the firmament giving rain to the 
earth.”] 

* Manu, YIL 50 . 51 . 

The Scholiast says the passage implies the presence of Agni 
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7- Kon-existent, and existent * 1 2 (is Agni) in the 
supreme heaven, in the birth-place of Daksha, 3 
and in the presence of Aditi :* Agni is eider born 
to us (who enjoy the fruit) of the sacrifice; in the 
olden time he was the bull and the cow, 4 


in the three worlds, as fire on earth, the sun in the sky, and 
lightning in the firmament. [Probably the verse means, “ The 
support of life is in the dwelling of the Most High; it stands 
on the firm ground at the place where the paths divide.”] 

1 Asaceha mocha u both unevolved and evolved,” identifying 
Agni with the first cause and first effect, with a reference to 
sueh texts as Asad mam idam agra dsii “ the non-existent (or 
unevolved) was verily before this (creation),” 

2 Dalcshasya janman in the birth of Daksha, i.e. PrajdpaU, the 
creator [Baksha may he the sun, according to the text, “He 
divided himself into three : one third was the wind.”] 

3 AMU is here, it is said, the earth. 

* He is both male and female: in fact, Agni is identified with 
all things. These latter hymns to Agni are very obscure : the 
notions are mystical; many of the terms are unusual, or are 
unusually applied; and the construction is singularly elliptical 
and loose* 
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Var ga L 


ADHYA'YA VI. 

ANUVAKA I. Continued. 

S4kta YL (VI.) 

The deity is Agni; the RisM, Tiuta ; the metre, Trisfyubh. 

1. This is that Agni by whose protections the 
worshipper (diligent) in sacrifice prospers in his 
dwelling: who, radiant, travels everywhere invested 
with the excellent splendours of his rays. 

2. Agni, the observer of truth, the eternal, who 
shines resplendent with celestial splendours, who 
comes untiring like a swift horse, (bringing) 
friendly gifts to his friends. 

3. Who rules over every oblation to the gods, 
who all-pervading rules at the opening of the 
dawn, and in whom (the sacrificer), whose sacrifice 
is undisturbed by his foes, throws his choice obla¬ 
tions, 1 — 

4. Magnified by our oblations, propitiated by our 
praises, swift-moving, he proceeds to the presence 
of the gods; the adorable invoker of the deities, 
most entitled to worship, associated (with the gods), 
Agni presents to them (the oblation) with the 
sacrificial ladle. 2 


1 [Siyaaa explains mand as mananiy&ni , and skablmdti as 
prak&Mpati* ] 

- Sammislak—magunairiemirvd sainprayithtah. The Scholiast 
does not explain juhwa. 




SEVENTH ASKTAKA—SIXTH ADHYjCyA. 13 

o. Bring before us with praises, and with adora¬ 
tions, the brilliant Agni, the bestower of enjoy¬ 
ments, 1 as if he were Indra, him, whom wise 
worshippers praise with hymns as JAtayedas, the 
sacrificer to the victorious Gods. 

6. 0 Agni, in whom all treasures are brought 
together as fleet horses are brought together 
in battle: bestow upon us protections even more 
effective than those of Indra. 

7. Since thou, Agni, born in thy glory, and having 
sat down (on the altar), art immediately entitled to 
the oblation: therefore the holy (priests) come to 
that thine ensign and the most worthy (worship¬ 
pers) prosper protected (by thee). 

StJKTA VII. (VII.) 

Deity, 1lisM, and metre as before* * 

1. Divine Agni, bestow upon ns from earth and Varga 
heaven prosperity and abundant food, 2 that we may 
he able to offer sacrifices. May we he associated, 
beautiful (Agni), with thy indications (of favour): 
protect us, divine AGNr, on account of our many 
hymns. 3 


1 [Sayana explains usrdm as bhogdinatn ut-sr(tvinani ; Grass- 
mann makes it loc. of usri “dawn” ; Ludwig translates itSTam 
indramva “ als den fiirsten der morgenkiihe.”] 

* [8 ay ana explains viswdyuh as sarv annum, agreeing with 
swasti, which he explains as “male offspring, etc.” Viswdyuh 
is probably the vocative “ thou, who art the sustainer of life.”] 

* Sayana separates sachemaM from the rest of the line, and 
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2. These hymns, addressed, Agni, to thee, praise 
thee for wealth, together with cattle and horses: 
when a mortal obtains the means of enjoyment 
from thee, (then), opulent and well-born Agni, 
thou, who art the granter of benefits, (art cele¬ 
brated) by our praises. 

3. I regard Agist as a father, as a kinsman, as a 
brother, as a constant friend. I reverence the face 1 
of the mighty Agni, radiant in heaven, adorable 
as the sun. 

4. Agni, our earnest 2 praises have been composed 
for thee. May he 3 whom thou, the perpetual 
invoker of the gods, protectest in the sacrificial 
chamber, 4 be rich in sacrifices, the master of red 
steeds, the possessor of abundant food; may the 
desirable (oblation) be granted him on shining days. 5 


explains tarn datum prahetair urushyd na uruhhir deva samsaih 
by he darsariiya deva bahubhik sammnhyuis tava sambandhibkik 
pdlandpdyaprajndnair asmdn raksha “ protect us, beauteous god, 
by the many praiseworthy knowledges of the means of protec- 
tion belonging to thee*” 

’ [Sayana explains this as referring to the Ahavanuja fire.] 

2 Sayana, “enjoying, possessing.” 

3 That is, I (the rishi who composed this hymn); aham 
twatprasdddttwatsdyujyaih gatas san yajuavdn satyavdn vd sydm 
“ may b ttr <>ugh thy favour having obtained unity with thee, 
be (like thee) the possessor of sacrifices or truth.” 

4 Sayana takes damn d together as asmadyajnagrihe marydda- 
taydvasthitah, obviously referring to Pailim’s an mary&ddydm. 

[Grassmann takes dynbhih (root div or dya “day”) with 
akobhify to mean “ day by day.”] 
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5. Men have generated with their arms Agni, 
who is decorated with rays of light, selected as a 
friend, the ancient priest, the accomplisher of the 
sacrifice, and they have appointed him amongst 
people, the invoker of the gods. 

6. Offer sacrifice thyself, divine (Agni), to the 
gods in heaven: what can one who is ignorant and 
of immature understanding effect for thee ? 1 As 
in due seasons, divine (Agni), thou hast sacrificed 
to the gods, so do thoa, well-engendered (Agni), 
sacrifice to thine own person. 

7. Be our protector, Agni, (in obvious peril): 
be our preserver (in unseen danger), 2 be the pro¬ 
vider and giver of sustenance; bestow upon us, 
mighty Agni, the donation of oblations, and ever 
attentive, protect our persons. 

Sijkta YIII. (Yin.) 

Aesri is the deity of the first six verses, I nub a of the last three; 

Trtsiras the son of TVasutri is the Riahi; the metre is 

Tri&hfubh. 

1. Agni traverses heaven and earth 3 with a vast Varga nr. 
banner: he roars (like) a bull; he spreads aloft 
over the remote and proximate (regions) of the 
sky ; mighty, he increases in the lap of the water. 


1 Sayana explains kirn te krinavat as iwaydnadhhk tk it a h 
himchidapi najdndti; “Undirected (or impresided over) by thee 
he knoweth nothing.” 

% Bo the Scholiast distinguishes between mild and gopd. 

3 As the lightning in the firmament; Sam a Veda, I. L 2. 2. 9. 
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2. The embryo (of heaven and earth), the 
showerer (of benefits), the glorious, rejoices ) the 
excellent child (of morn and eve), the celebrator 
of holy rites calls aloud: assiduous in exertions 
at the worship of the gods, he moves chief in his 
own abodes. 

3. They have placed in the sacrifice the radiance 
of the powerful Agni, who seizes hold of the fore¬ 
head of his parents, 1 gratifying his cherished, 
radiant, and expanding limbs, in their course, in 
their chamber of sacrifice. 2 3 

4. Opulent Agni, thou precedest dawn after 
dawn. Thou art the illuminator of the twin (day 
and night): engendering Mitra 3 from thine own 
person, thou retainest seven places 4 for sacrifice. 

5. Thou art the eye, the protector of the great 
sacrifice: when thou proceedest to the rite, thou art 
Vabtjna; thou art the grandson of the waters, 
JXtayedas ; thou art the messenger (of him) whose 
oblation thou enjoyest. 


1 The parents are either heaven or earth, or the two pieces of 
touchwood. 

2 [Wilson’s translation is here independent of Sayana, who 
explains aswabudhnak as vydptamulah “ with outspread bases,” 
i.e. broad at the bottom and tapering to the top, the usual shape 
of a fire. The true translation seems to be, “ In his flight the 
dawns, drawn by horses, rejoice their bodies in the source of 
truth (i.e. the sun).”] 

3 The sun. 

[Sayana, the seven altars for the fire, dhishnya , etc,] 
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6. Thou art the leader of the sacrifice and Varga iv. 
sacrificial water to the place 1 in which thou art 
associated with the auspicious steeds of the wind: 

thou sustainest the all-enjoying (sun) as chief in 
heaven; 2 thou, Agni, makest thy tongue the bearer 
of the oblation. 3 

7. Trita by (his own) powers, desiring a share 
(of the sacrifice), for the sake of taking part in 
the exploit of the supreme protector (of the world), 
chose (Indra as his friend); attended (by the 
priests) in the proximity of the parental heaven 
and earth, and reciting appropriate praise, he takes 
up his weapons. 4 

8. He, the son of the waters, incited by Indra, 
skilled in his paternal weapons, fought against (the 
enemy), and slew the seven-rayed, 5 three-headed 



1 That is, the firmament. 

* [Rather, 41 Thou raisest thy glorious head in heaven. 15 ] 

3 Mahidhara supplies yadd , and puts this clause first, ** When, 
Agniy thon hast so done, thou art the leader/* etc. The whole 
meaning, he says, is, “thou art the leader of sacrifice and of 
water (rain) in the firmament and in heaven/* Yajur Yeda, 
XIII. 15. 

4 According to the legend cited by the Scholiast, Ltd/ra said 
to Trita , “Thon art skilled in the weapons of all; aid me in 
killing Trisiras the son of TwmhtrV J Trita agreed on condition 
of having a shave in the sacrifices offered to Indra. Indra gives 
him water to wash his hands with and a share in the sacrifice, 
whereby Trita 1 8 strength is increased. 

5 i.e . seven-tongued. Sayana gives “ seven-rayed, like the 
sun, or seven-handed/* 


YOL. VI. 


C 
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Varga Y* 
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(Asura): then Trita set free the cows of the son 
of Twashtri. 

9. Indra, the protector of the virtuous, crushed 
the arrogant (foe), attaining vast strength; shout¬ 
ing, 1 he cut off the three heads of the multiform 
son of Twashtri (the lord) of cattle. 


SuKTA IX. (IX.) 

The deities are the Waters, the Ri&hi is Sixdhudwipa, son of 
the raja AmbabIssa, or Tkisiras, son of Twashthi ; the metre 
of verses 1^4 and 6 is Gay dirt, of Terse 5 Vardkamdnd 9 
7 Pratwhthd, 8 and 9 Anusjifubh* 

1. Since, Waters, you are tlie sources of happi¬ 
ness, grant to us to enjoy abundance, and great and 
delightful perception. 2 

2. Give us to partake in this world of your most 
auspicious juice, like affectionate mothers, 

3. Let us quickly have recourse to you, for that 


1 [Say ana, sahdmli human, leaving gmdm to be explained by 
the ellipsis of mdminah. Better gmdm dchakrdnah ** appro¬ 
priating the cattle.”] 

% Make rmdya chah&hase, that is, according to the Scholiast, 
samyagjndnam, perfect knowledge, knowledge of Brahma; so 
Mahidhara says the verse solicits happiness both in this world 
and in the next. Colebrooke renders it “ the rapturous sight 
of the supreme god,” Essays, I. 125; Verses 1 to 3 occur 
Sama Veda, II. 9, 2. 10; Yajur Veda, XI. 50 to 52. [But 
probably male randy a chahshase is “to behold great joj\” 
chahshase being a gerund.] 
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your (faculty) of removing (sin) 1 2 by which you 
gladden us: waters, bestow upon us progeny. 3 

4. May the divine waters be propitious to our 
worship, (may they be good) for our drinking: 
may they flow round us, and be our health and 
safety. 3 

5. Waters, sovereigns of precious 4 (treasures), 
granters of habitations to men, I solicit of ye 
medicine (for mine infirmities). 

6. Soma has declared to me: all medicaments, 
as well as Agni, the benefactor of the universe, are 
in the waters. 5 


1 So Sayana; but there is nothing about “sin” in the text. 
Mahidhara gives an entirely different explanation; according to 
him, kshaya means nivdsa -“abode/* and aram=parydpiim 
“ sufficiency.” Prof. Benfey may well say “sehr dunkel.” 
The purport is possibly a recommendation to be regular in 
practising ablution. 

2 [With the help of Mahidhara we may translate the verse, 
u Let ns go to you at once for him to whose house you are 
hastening; waters, reinvigorate ns.] 

3 Tajur Yeda, XXXVI. 12; Sama Veda, I. 1. 1. 3. 13. 
These four stanzas are repeated at the daily ablutions of the 
Brahmans, and are translated summarily by Colebrooke in his 
Essay on their religious ceremonies, Essays, I. 123. 

4 Vdrydndm is also explained as vdriprabhavdndm vrihiyavd- 
dindm , the products of the water, rice, barley, etc.; bheshajam 
is explained as “ happiness driving away sin.” 

5 This and the remaining verses are repeated from Mandala I. 
Sukta 23, verses 20-23 ; see YoL I. p. 58. But the individuals 
to whom Soma is said to have spoken, or the reputed authors 
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Varga VI. 


7* Waters, bring to perfection all disease-dis¬ 
pelling medicaments for the good of my body, that 
I may long behold the Sun. 

8. Waters, take away whatever sin has been 
(found) in me, whether I have (knowingly) done 
wrong, or have pronounced imprecations (against 
holy men), or have spoken untruth. 

9. I have this day entered into the waters: we 
have mingled with their essence. Agni abiding in 
the waters approach, and fill me (thus bathed) with 
vigour. * 1 

StfxTA X. (X.) 

Dialogue between Yama and Yam!, both of the family of Vimswat, 
who are both the deities and the Rishu; the metre is Trishtubh. 

L (Tayi speaks). I invite my friend to friend¬ 
ship, having come o* er the vast and desert ocean; 
may Vedhas, after reflecting, place in the earth the 
offspring s (of thee) the father, endowed with 
excellent qualities. 


of the text, are different in the two Suktas; Medhdtithi the 
son of Kanwa in the former, Sindhudwipa a raja in the present, 
Cf. Golebrooke, Essays, I, 138, 

1 There is a Mila or supplementary Terse which is not noticed 
by the Scholiast and is of no interest: if I invoke for protection 
the divine (waters) of excellent wisdom, discharging their 
functions (? tadapamk), flowing by day and flowing by night” 
[Hax Muller in his varietas iectionis gives this khila from 
MS. B, 1. 2, 3, 7 sctsfushis tddapaso diva uahtam ch& sasrushih \ 
varenyahraiwr ahamd dev\r avase huve.~\ 

s Sayana explains the words as meaning '‘May Prajapati 
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2. (Tama speaks). Thy friend desires not this 
friendship, for although of one origin, she is of a 
different form; * 1 the hero sons of the great A sura 2 
(are) the upholders of heaven, enjoying vast 
renown. 3 

3. (YAMf speaks). The immortals take pleasure 
in (a union) like this which is forbidden 4 to every 
mortal j let thy mind then concur with mine, and 
as the progenitor (of all) was the husband (of his 
daughter), do thou enjoy my person. 

4. (Tama speaks). We have not done what 


bestow offspring for the sake of thee becoming the father of 
a son to be born to us,” and adhi h&hami (upon the earth) as 
“in my womb/ 1 The verse recurs Sama Yeda, I* 4, 1*5, 9, 
but with some variety of reading, 

1 [This is Sayana’s explanation, which entirely overlooks the 
force of the conj inactive bhmdtu Tr* * 1 Thy friend longs not 
for a friendship in which ( etad yai) a kinswoman is treated as 
one of different family.”] 

2 Malms putrdso amrasya ; the Scholiast does not explain who 
are meant. Amrasya he explains as prdnavatah prajndvato vd. 

3 Sayana does not explain urviyd pari hhyan. We may trans¬ 
late it “ they can see from afar,” 

* Tyajasam is that which is to be left or avoided, illicit, such 
as the intercourse of Brahma with his daughter. Sayana takes 
no notice of mariyasya } and refers ehasya to Prajdpati , as chief 
of the whole world. [Sayana explains tyajasam as that which 
is abandoned or given to another, vi z. women, daughters, wives, 
etc. The word often means descendants, lit. those who are left, 
scions, offshoots, and so we might translate (keeping etat separate 
from tyajasam ), “This is what the gods themselves desire, off¬ 
spring from one alone of mankind.”] 
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Varga VII. 


was done formerly j 1 for how can we who speak 
truth, utter now that which, is untrue ? Gaxdharva 
(the sun) was in the watery (firmament), and the 
water was his bride. She is our common parent, 
hence our near affinitj' - . 

5. (Yaaii speaks). The divine omniform gene- 
tor Twashtki, the progenitor, made us two husband 
and wife, even iu the womb: none frustrate his 
undertaking; earth and heaven are conscious of 
this our (union). 

6. (Yaw a speaks). Who knows anything of 
this (his) first day (of existence) ? Who has 
beheld it? Who has here revealed it? The 
dwelling of Mitra and of Takuya 2 is yast. 
What sayest thou, who punishest 3 men with 
hell? 4 

7. (Yam! speaks). The desire of Yam a hath 
approached me YamI, to lie with him in the same 
bed; I will abandon my person as a wife to her 
husband; let us exert ourselves in union like the 
two wheels of a waggon. 


1 The reference here intimated to the impurities of the 
Pauranik mythology, if rightly inferred, shows a late date. 

" The revolutions of day and night. 

3 Sayana here applies the epithet ahanah to the male, and 
therefore makes Yami the speaker of the last part of the verse 
at least, although this is inconsistent with the use of the same 
epithet in verse 8, where it is unquestionably feminine. 

1 [Grassmann translates, “ What sayest thou, wanton one, 
falsely about men?”] 
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8. (Yaha speaks). The spies of the Gods, 
which wander upon earth, never stop, never close 
their eyes. Associate quickly, dcstructress, 1 with 
some other than with me, and exert yourselves 
in union, like the two wheels of a waggon. 

9. (Yam! speaks). To him (Yama) let every 
worshipper sacrifice both day and night, on him 
let the eye of the Sun repeatedly rise; (for him 
may) the kindred pair (day and night unite) with 
heaven and earth. YAMf will adhere to the non- 
affinity of Yama. 2 

10. (Yama speaks). The subsequent ages will 
come, when sisters will choose one who is not a 
brother (as a husband); therefore, auspicious one, 
choose another husband than me, and make thine 
arm a pillow for thy mate. 

11. (YAMf speaks). Is he a brother whose Varga vm, 
sister has no lord ? Is she a sister (whose brother) 
misfortune 3 approaches ? Overcome by desire, I 
strongly urge this one request; unite thy person 

with mine. 

12. (Yama speaks). I will not unite my person 
with tkine: they call him who approaches a sister, 


1 [f,r. causing unhappiness by thy shameful conversation.] 

3 [Or may Yatni bear patiently Yama’s unbrotherly (refusal). 
See Ludwig’s translation.] 

3 [Rather “decay.” Nirriti is a personification. The mean¬ 
ing is, a true brother will not let his sister lack a husband, and 
a true sister will not let her brother lack a wife.] 
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Yarga IX, 


a sinner. Enjoy pleasure with some other than me ; 
thy brother, auspicious one, has no such desire. 

13. (Tam! speaks). Alas, 1 Yama, thou art feeble: 
we understand not thy mind or thy heart. Some 
other female embraces thee as a girth a horse, 
or as a creeper a tree. 

14. (Yama speaks). Do thou, YahI, embrace 
another; and let another embrace thee as a creeper 
a tree: seek his affection, let him seek thine; and 
make a happy union. 

StflTA XI. (XI.) 

The deity is Ao-xrj the JR-ishi H&virdhdna jTvtgi J the metre is 

Jagati fur the first six verses, and Trialfiibh for the rest. 

1. The great, the unconquerable (Agni), the 
showercr, milks openly with a (great) milking the 
streams (of prosperity) from heaven for the un¬ 
wearying sacrificer: 2 like Yaruna, he knows every¬ 
thing by his understanding : may he who is skilled 
in sacrifice observe the sacrificial seasons. 

2. The Oandharvi and the water-consecrated 
feminine oblation praise Agni : may He be 
favourable to tlie thought of me, raising my voice 


1 [Bato batdst (Taidik Sandhi being very irregular) would 
seem to mean “ Then art feeble, feeble,” but the pada text gives 
bata asi. Sayuna explains bata. as if it were another adjective 
meaning pitiable, anuUmpyas c Mn, though this i 3) perhaps only 
a paraphrase of * [ alas ! ”] 

^ [So Sayana, reading vrkhno (i.e. vrUhnali the genitive) for 
aQd tilking ***** as au adjective agreeing with vrkhnah.-] 
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in liis praise: may Agni 1 place us in the midst 
of the sacrifice ; the chief (of the worshippers), 
our elder brother, repeats his various laudations. 

B. That very auspicious, resounding, famous 
Dawn, ascends bringing the sun to man; when 
for the sacrifice after the worship they give birth 
to that Agni, the desirer, the invoker of the 
desiring (gods). 

4. The hawk sent (by Agni) to the sacrifice has 
brought the dripping 2 copious all-seeing {Soma) 
libation. When the Arya people choose the 
victorious Agni as the ministrant priest, then the 
sacred rite is celebrated. 

5. Thou, Agni, art ever pleasing (to thy worship¬ 
pers), as pasture satisfies (the herds); be well- 
worshipped with man’s sacrifices; if commending 
the praise of the wise, and partaking of the 
(sacrificial) food, thou comest with many (divinities 
to the rite). 

6. Wake up the parents, as 3 the Sun his Vaiga 
splendour: 4 * (the worshipper) desires to offer 
worship to (the deities) who are pleased by it; 


1 The text has Aditih, which Sayana explains as akkandanhjo 

7 gni li the indivisible Agni” 

3 [Sayana explains drapmm as £i not too much and not too 
little. 7 *] 

3 [Sayana, “ heaven and earth, the parents of all living 
creatures* 77 ] 

4 According to Sayana d here implies u like 77 ; jdrak means 

“the sun 77 ; lhagam is hkajamyam jyot isfi. 



26 


EIG-VEDA SAN HIT 


with all his heart he wishes (to do so); he desires 
to repeat (thy praise); the bearer (of the oblation) 
is anxious to effect the good work ; the sacrifice 
longs for augmentation, the prudent (sacrifieer) 
trembles in his thoughts. 1 

7. Agni, son of strength, the mortal who obtains 
thy favour is widely celebrated: possessing abund¬ 
ant food, and being conveyed by horses, illustrious 
and vigorous he graces the days of his existence. 2 

8. When, adorable Agni, this united praise is 
resplendent amongst the adorable gods, and when 
thou, bearer of the oblation, apportionest the 
precious (treasures), then allot to us a valuable 
share. 

9. Agni, present in the dwelling common (to the 
deities) hear us : harness thy swift chariot of 
ambrosia: bring to us the heaven and earth, the 
daughters of the divine (Prajapati), 3 let none of 
the gods be absent, and do thou thyself be present. 


*■ Say ana explains asurah as prdnavdn “ breathing,” or 
prajndvdn “intelligent”: repute “trembles, fearing lest the 
ceremony be defective.” The chief aim of the stanza seems 
to he the illustration of verbal desideratives. 

2 [This is the natural translation. Sayana goes out of his way 
to make dyim the accusative of duration of time (atyasafiiyoga in 
Panini), explaining ihushati as equivalent to bhavati.~\ 

3 Bevaputre is explained as devasya prajdpater duhitarau ; 
another explanation makes the compound hahmrihi “they who 
have the gods for progeny/* 
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SlJKTA XXI. (XII.) 

The deity and Jtiski as before; the metre is TrisJtt.ubh. 

1. Heaven and earth, declarers of truth, principal 
(of things), be present at the invocation, associated 
with the rite, * 1 when the divine (Agni), exciting 
mortals to sacrifice, sits down in their presence as 
the invoker (of the gods) putting forth his flame. 

2. Do thou, bright (Agni), surrounding the gods, 
carry onr oblation with due rites; thou, who art 
the chief (of the deities), the wise, the smoke- 
bannered, fuel-kindled, straight-flaming, adorable, 
tbe invoker, the constant sacrifice!’ with prayer. 

3. When the self-aggregated ambrosia of the 
divine Agni is generated from bis radiance, then 
the products 2 from it sustain both heaven and 
earth, all the worshippers glorify this thy oblation, 
the celestial nutritious water which thy white 
lustre milks forth. 

4. I worship you, waters that pour forth ghee, 
and you, heaven and earth, for your increase ; hear 
me, ye worlds j when worshippers at the daily or 
nightly rite proceed to their pious purpose, then 
may the parents (of all) sanctify us with ambrosia. 


1 \JRitcna would naturally go with pratkame, “first by 
right.”3 

1 According to the comment the aniriiit of the text implies 

the rain (which is consequent upon burnt offerings) and the 
products from it are plants and trees. 
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5. But will the royal Agni accept our oblations ? 
Have we duly performed our vows to him ? Who 
decides ? As a friend affectionately invited, so let 
our praise now proceed to the gods ; together with 
the sacrificial food that is left over. 

VargaXII. 6. Hard to understand is the nature of the 

immortal, for although of one origin, she is of a 
different form; cherish him diligently, great Agni, 
who understands Tama’s nature easy to be under¬ 
stood. 1 

7. In him the gods find pleasure at the sacrifice ; 
they seat themselves on the altar of the sacrificer. 
They placed light in the sun ; beams in the moon ; 
and these untiring shed their light around. 

8. When he, the all-illumining, is there, the 
gods assemble ; hut when he is concealed, we know 
not (his abode); so at this sacrifice let Mitra and 
A diti and Savitri proclaim us to Yaren a 2 as free 
from sin. 

9. Agni, present in the dwelling common to the 
deities, hear us: harness thy swift chariot of 
ambrosia: bring unto us the heaven and earth, 
the daughter of the divine (. Prajdpati ), let none of 
the gods he absent, and do thou thyself be present. 


1 [This verse, as Sayana’s silence intimates, is a later laser- 
tion j the reference to X. 10. 2, is obvious.] 

* [In Hindu mythology Yaruna is one of the older gods; he 
is more terrible, more righteous, and less human than the 
younger deities,] 
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sijxta xm. (xiii.) 

The deities are the two Sakatas, small carts or harrows used 
at sacrifices to carry the materials, especially the Soma-plant, 
hence called JXavirdhdnas, oblation-bearers. The Rishi is 
Yiyaswat, the son of Aditi ; the metre is Truhtulk, except 
in the last verse, in which it is Jagati. 

1. I load you two with sacred offerings, repeat¬ 
ing an ancient prayer; 1 may the sound (of yonr 
approach) reach (the gods) like the path 2 * of the 
worshipper, may all the sons of the immortal 
(Prajdpati) who inhabit the celestial regions hear 
(the sound). 

2. 'When you two came, like twins, busily 
engaged,* then devout worshippers brought you 
forward: knowing your place there abide and be 
fair storehouses for our Soma. 

3. I make the five stages of the sacrifice 4 ascend; 
I take four steps by pious observances; 5 with the 


1 The verse occurs Yajur Veda, XI, 5, but Mahidbara applies 
It to the saerificer of his wife, ff for you two I institute the 
ancient rite with sacrificial offerings, ,s There are some other 
varieties of interpretation, 

2 [Savona explains pathjd as parindmasuhhdvahutih } the obla¬ 
tion which brings happiness as its resnlt.] 

s [$'. 0 , engaged in the performance of your own duties of 
moving and bearing the oblation.] 

4 [j Rttpahf that which causes the sacrificers to ascend to heaven, 
i.e , the sacrifice, I make ascend ”=I pnt on the $akata.~\ 

5 The five stages are the five members of the sacrifice, that 
is, grain, Soma, the kine, the Puroddia cake, and butter. The 
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sacred syllable, I perfect this (adoration) ; I purify 
(the Soma ) on the navel of the sacrifice. 

4. Whom has he selected as the slayer of the 
gods ? Whom has he not selected as non-slayer 
of the human race? * 1 They have made the Mishi 
Brihaspati the sacrifice, Yama preserves our loved 
bodies. 2 

5. The seven (metres) offer laudation to the 
glorious, the adorable parent, (the Soma), his sons 
(the priests) utter his true (praise); you both are 
lords of both (men and gods), you both exert 
yourselves and are the nourishers of both (men 
and gods). 


four steps are the metres most commonly used, Trishtubh, etc,; 
the other three are perhaps Jagail, Guyatri, and Anushtubh. 

1 Sayana, after giving the explanations incorporated in the 

translation, proceeds : “ As all those above mentioned are 

necessarily present whilst the business of the bringing of the 
oblation is in progress, Yama does not send any of bis men 
as the destroyer.” [The verse still remains exceedingly obscure; 
the simpler translation seems to be, “What death did he 
choose for the gods, what immortality did he not choose for 
men ? ” i.e. Yama ordained that the gods should not die and 
that men should receive immortality.] 

2 [Sayana explains prdrirecMt as “takes away (from Death)," 
mrityok sahdsat pariharati, observing that rick is here used in 
the Bense of tailing away, verbal roots having more than one 
meaning.”] He adds “ the meaning is ‘ He does not take our life 
away as a consequence of a fault arising from a defect in our 
worship.’ ” 
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SthiTi XIY. (XX Y.) 

The Rishi is Yam a, the son of Yivaswat; the deity is Yam a, 
except verse 6, the Lingolda deities, verses 7 to 9 the Lmgokta 
deities or the Piirh, and verses 10-12 the two dogs, sons of 
SaiiahA; the metre of the first twelve verses is Trhh$ubh y 
of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and sixteenth AnusJttubk, and 
of the fifteenth BrihatL 

1. Worship with oblations Yama, king (of the Var £ a XIV. 
Pitris), son of Vivaswat, the aggregation of man¬ 
kind, 1 who conducts those who are virtuous over 

the earth, 2 and opens to many the path (of heaven). 

2. Yama, the chief (of all), knows our well being: 
this pasture no one can take from ns. 3 By the 
road hy which our forefathers have gone, all who 
are born (proceed) along the paths they have made 
for themselves. 4 

3. MItalin 5 prospers with the Kavyas ; Yama 
with the Axgikasas; Bkihaspati with the Bikwans; 
they whom the gods augment, and they who aug- 


1 The comment restricts janandm to pdpindm “of sinners, 37 

2 [Sayana expands this, tf who has caused men of surpassing 
merit, who have performed pious acts, which are the means of 
gaining earthly happiness, to reach one by one after death the 
various spots of the earth fitted for their respective happiness, 33 ] 

3 [Sayana does not explain gavyittih* The line should be 
translated, u Tama first discovered the path for us ; this pasture 
cannot be taken away from us, 3J ] 

4 That is, according to their good and evil conduct, 

MItali is the name of the charioteer of Indr a ; so Mdialin 

(having Hdtali) is a name of Indr a. 
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ment the gods, these rejoice in Swdhd, those in the 
Swadka. 

4. Yama, who art associated with the Angirasa 
Pitris , sit down at this sacrifice; 1 may the prayers 
recited by the priests bring thee hither; be ex¬ 
hilarated, Sovereign (Tama), by this oblation. 

5. Come hither, Yama, with the venerable mul¬ 
tiform Angirasas, and be exhilarated ; I summon 
Yivaswat, who is thy father, to this sacrifice; 
may he seated on the sacred grass (delight the 
saerificer). 

6. The Angirasas , the Atharvas, the Bhrigus , who 
are entitled to the Soma, are our recent progenitors; 2 
may we ever have a place in the favour of these 
venerable {pitris) ; may we be ever held in their 
auspicious regard. 

7. Depart, depart, by the former paths by which 
onr forefathers have departed ; there shalt thou 
behold 3 the two monarchs Yama and the divine 
Varuna rejoicing in the Swadhd. 


1 [.Prastara means a conch or bed (something strewed).] 

7 JVavagvd the Scholiast here explains, having recently arrived, 
or inspiring affliction, as something new; he applies it also to the 
three classes; but we have had it very differently explained, 
e.g. as meaning a worshipping for nine months,” and applied 
to the Axoieasas; see especially Yol, 1* p. 167. Mahidhara 
agrees in the present interpretation, adding, or if may mean 
navamyd, those whose condition is to be praised: Yaiur Ye da 

xix; so. 

3 [Sayana, pasya, “behold ! ,J (imperative),] 
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8. J Be united with the Pitris , with Yama, and 
with the fulfilment of thy wishes in the highest 
heaven; discarding iniquity, return to thine abode, 
and unite thyself to a luminous body. 

9* Depart from hence, begone, go far off, (evil 
spirits); the Pitris have assigned this place to him, 1 2 
Yama has given him a place of cremation consecrated 
by days, streams and nights. 

10. Pass by a secure path beyond the two spotted 
four-eyed dogs, the progeny of SaramI, and join 
the wise Pitris who rejoice joyfully with Yaha. 

11. Entrust him, O king, to thy two dogs, which Varga xvi. 
are thy protectors, Yama, the four-ej 7 ed guardians 

of the road, renowned by men, 3 and grant him 
prosperity and health. 

12. The messengers of Yam a, broad-nosed, and 
of exceeding strength, and satiating themselves with 
the life (of mortals), hunt mankind ; may they allow 
us this day a prosperous existence here, that we 
may look upon the sun. 4 * 

18. Pour out the Soma for Yama ; to Yaha offer 
the oblation, the decorated sacrifice of which Agni 
is the messenger proceeds to Yama. 


1 This and the preceding verse are supposed to be addressed 
to the spirit of a dying person, 

2 [The departed worshipper.^ 

3 renowned in the Yedas, law-books, and PuranasJ 

4 Or, “may they now restore to us that fair life to look upon 

the sun Jl (still speaking of the departed worshipper). 
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Varga XVII. 


14. Offer the ohlation of clarified butter to Yama, 
and stand nigh (to the altar) ; it is he who among 
the gods gives us a long life to live. 

15. Offer to the royal Yama this most sweet 
oblation; (let) this our adoration (be addressed) 
to the ancient sages, the first followers of (virtuous) 
paths. 

16. (Yama) acquires the three TrihadYuka sacri¬ 
fices j 1 * 3 the six earths, the one great (moving world); 
the Trishtubh , Gdyatri } all the sacred metres con¬ 
verge in Yama. 

Siuxta XV. (XY.) 

The deities are the Pitris ; 3 the Rishi is S'aukiia, the son of 

Yasiu ; the metre of verse eleven is Jagati, of the rest 

Trishtubh. 

1. Let the lower, the upper, the intermediate 
Pitris* rise up, accepting the Soma libation: may 


1 Trilcadrukelhih patati, according to the Scholiast, is to be 
read Trikadrukdn prdpmti, he obtains the Trikadrulm, the 
three sacrifices called Jyotish, Gau, and Ayu. See Yol. II. 
p. 233, note. The six earths (or substances) are heaven, earth, 
TYater, plants the sun, and truth* 

Ihiee chief classes of Hie Pitris or manes are everywhere 
eniimeratcdj though variously named* We have had one 
enumer aliou (see verse 6 of the preceding hymn): in Manu 
they are termed AgnisiwdUas, Barkis hads, and Saumgas, and 
the same enumeration occurs in this hymn. 

3 The degrees of merit according to the comment arise first 
from the steady discharge of duties enjoined by the vedas; 
secondly, by performance of those enjoined by the law hooks; 
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those progenitors who, unlike wolves, * 1 acknow¬ 
ledging our offerings, have come to preserve our 
lives, protect us upon our invocations. 

2. Let this our adoration be to-day addressed 
to those Pitris our predecessors, to those our 
successors, 2 who have departed (to the world of 
the manes); to those who are seated in the 
terrestrial sphere; 3 to those who are present among 
opulent people. 


and thirdly, 'when there has been some deficiency in some of 
the purificatory rites (smmMras). Sayana explains udzratdm as 
“let them obtain the best oblation.” Mahfilhara (Yajur Yeda, 
XIX. 49) renders it urddhvalolcam gaeholihantu t “let them go 
to the upper region.” 

1 Avrikdh “not wolves,” “not mischievous”; ritajn&h 
“knowing truth,” or “ grateful for what has heen done in their 
honour.” Asum ya iyuh who have gone to life, or breath, 

Sayana explains it, mmatprdnaih vakshitum prdptdL Maludhara 
says, “ identical with air, having assumed the form of the air.” 

3 According to Sayana purvdmh means an elder brother, 
father, grandfather, and the like, bom before the birth of the 
worshipper; npardmh means younger brothers, sons, etc. 
Mahidhara (Yajur Yeda, XIX, 68) explains purvdsah as those 
who have gone to Swarga; upardsah , those who have ceased 
or rested, who have gone to the world of Brahma , 

3 Pdrthive rajasi is not explained very clearly by Sayana— 
prithivisambandkini rajo gunalcdrye 'smin fcarmani “at this rite 
which is connected with the earth and is the effect of (or has 
for its effect) the quality of rajas (passion, or the active 
principle).” Mahidhara (Yajur Yeda, XIX. 68) explains rajas 
by jgotish, light—terrestrial light or fire—the phrase no doubt 
refers to the fire altar. 
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big-veda sAtrarri. 


3. I have "brought to my presence the Pitris who 
are well cognisant (of my worship), the infallibility, 
and progressive advance of the sacrifice; 1 (the Pitris ) 
who sit on the sacred grass frequently coining 
hither worship the food of the effused (Soma) with 
the sacrificial cake. 

4. Pitris , Barhishads , protect (us who are) in 
your presence; we have made these oblations for 
you, accept them: come with your most felicitous 
protection, 2 and bestow upon us health and happi¬ 
ness, and pardon from sin. 

5. May the Pitris who are entitled to the Soma 3 
come, when invoked by ns, to the agreeable 
treasures connected with the sacred grass; let 
them here listen (to our praises), let them speak 
(their approbation in reply) ; let them protect us. 

Varga XVIII. 6. Having sat down on the right side with 
hended knee, do you all accept this sacrifice. 
Harm us not, Pitris , for any offence which through 


Mahidliara considers the words netpatam and vikr amandin 
to mean the paths of the gods, whence there is no falling, and 
where there is going and coming—both as the consequence of 
sacrifice (Yajnr Veda, XIX. 56). 

.slvu.su sajitfuHcTin.) Mahfdhara translates '‘ satisfied by most 
excellent food” (Yajur Veda, XIX. 55). 

Ihe text has mmyasah, as in the first stanza; Sayan a. in 
both places renders it anugTuhtt-pavu /i, ltind or favourable ; 
gmng here as an alternative explanation, somasampaiinah, 
“ obtaining the Soma.” 
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human (infirmity) we may have committed towards 
you. 1 

7. Seated in the proximity of the radiant (flames 
of the altar), 2 3 bestow riches on the mortal donor 
(of the oblation): give wealth, Pitris , to his sons : s 
do you who are present grant us vigour. 

8. May Tama, being propitiated, desirous (of 
the offering), partake at pleasure of the oblations 
along with those our ancient progenitors 4 the 
Saumyas , the possessors of great wealth, who also 
desire it, and who conveyed the Soma beverage 
(to the gods and to the Pitris ) in order. 

9. Come, Agni, to our presence with the Pitris , 
who are possessed of -knowledge, who having 
attained a seat amongst the gods, thirst (for the 
Soma), skilled in sacrifices, reciters of praises with 
hymns, truth-speaking, seers, frequenters of sacri¬ 
fices. 


1 Tajur Yeda, XIX. 62. 

2 Arumndm upas the. ITahidkara applies the epithet, purple- 
coloured, to the wool of which the blanket called Kutapu is 
made, of which the Pitris are fond, hula papriydh pitara (Taj. 
V. XIX. 63), 

3 [So Sayana, tasya yajamdmsya Better bestow this 
wealth n (partitive genitive) u on your sons. M ] 

4 There appears to be a designed confusion in the phrase 
purve pitarah, who, as progenitors, when living, offered the 
Soma, and now, as Pitris, partake of it. Vasishthah=vastri- 
tamdh hritdchohhddand dhanadaitamd m a covering or most 
wealthy,or, according to MaMdhara (Yajur Yeda, XIX. 51) 
u of the race of Va&ishtkaP 
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10. Come, Agni, with thousands of Pitris, of both 
past and future (time), frequenters of sacrifices, 
eulogists of the gods; those who are true, who 
feed on oblations, and drink oblations, possessing 
equality with Indra and the gods. 

Vargaxix. 11. Agnishwdtta Pitris, come to this solemnity; 

sit down, directors in the right way, in your appro¬ 
priate places: eat the oblations spread on the sacred 
grass, and grant us riches and male posterity. 1 * 

12. Agni Jata vedas, 2 who art glorified (by us), 
having made our oblations fragrant, thou hast borne 
them off, and hast presented them to the Pitris: 
may they partake of them with the swadhd; 3 * and 
do thou also, divine Agni, feed upon the offered 
oblations. 

13. Thou knowest, Jata vedas, those Pitris, how 
many they may be, who are not in this world, 
those wlio are not in this world, those whom we 
know, and those whom we do not fully kuow: enjoy 
this pious sacrifice offered together with Swadkds.* 

14. May those who are Agnidagdhas, 5 and those 
who are not, he satisfied with Swadhd in the midst 


1 Yajur Yeda, XIX. 59 

Yajur Yeda, XIX. 66: the text reads havyavdhdfut in place 
of tTdiavedas. 

3 [Sayana swadhdkarena, i.e. with the exclamation “swadhd/ ” 
Or it may mean, along with the swadhd or pitri -oblation itself.] 

1 Yajur Teda, SIX. 67. 

s Those whose bodies have been burnt by the obsequial fire. 
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of heaven; and do thou, supreme Lord, 1 associated 
with them, construct at thy pleasure that body that 
is endowed with breath. 

SisTA XVI. (XVI.) 

The deity is Agni ; the Jjiishi Damaxa, the son of Yam a ; the 
metre of the first ten verses is Trhhfuhh, of the last four 
Anushtubh ; the first six stanzas are to be recited whilst the 
body of one who has gone through the essential purificatory 
ceremonies (Blhhd) is being consumed* 2 

1. Agni, consume him not entirely; afflict him Varga 
not; scatter not (here and there) his skin nor his 
body; 3 when, Jatayedas, thou hast rendered him 
mature, then send him to the Pitris. 

2. When thou hast rendered him mature, then 
give him up, Jatayedas, to the Pitris ; when he 
proceeds to that world of spirits, 4 then he becomes 
subject to tbe will of the gods. 


1 Sayana interprets swardt as referring to Agni\ Mahidhara 
(Yajur Ye da, XIX* 60) refers it to Yama. Sayan a explains 
asunUim iamarn as the body that leads to life—a divine body, 
Maludhara interprets it “ long-lived,” 

2 [Sayana simply says they are to be recited at (or upon) tbe 
death of an initiated person {dihsMiamarane)J} 

3 There may be here an allusion to the spiritual, or (in the 
language of the later psychology) subtile body, siihkma sarira; 
tbe Scholiast only says “ do not reduce him to ashes,” Masmi- 
bhutam md kuru . 

4 [Sayana, “ when he obtains the quiclcening of life (pram- 
preranam) wrought by Agni” J 
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3. Let the eye repair to the sun; the breath to 
the wind; go thou to the heaven or to the earth, 
according to thy merit; or go to the waters if it 
suits thee (to be) there, or abide with thy members 
in the plants. 1 

4. The unborn portion; 2 burn that, A got, with 
thy heat; let thy flame, thy splendour, consume it j 3 
with those glorious members which thou hast given 
him, Jatavedas, bear him to the world (of the 
virtuous). 

5. Dismiss again to the Pitris, Agot, him who 
offered on thee comes with the swadhas : putting on 
(celestial) life, let the remains (of bodily life) depart: 
let him, Jatavedas, be associated with a body. 

Varga XXI. 6. Should the black crow, the ant, the snake, the 
wild beast, 4 harm (a limb) of thee, may Agni the 
all-devourer, and the Soma that has pervaded 
the Brahmans, make it whole. 


1 The Scholiast no doubt understands here the doctrine of 
transmigration. H. Langlois translates—“ Rem eta au ciel et 
& la terre ce quo tu leur dois—va donner aux eaux et aux 
plantes, les parties de ton corps qui leur appartienncnt; ” but 
this is European, not Indian, 

* [The obvious translation of ago bkdgah is, “ The goat is (by 
portion.” But Sayana explains it as the antarapurusha, which 
has no body, no organs of sense, etc.] 

3 Tapes sachh and arcMt, the terms in the text, are, according 

to the comment, the positive, comparative, and superlative 
radiance of 

* [Sayana, “jackal, etc.” Ludwig “ hysena.”] 
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7. Enclose the mail of Agni with the (hide of 
the) cow; cover it with the fat and marrow: then 
will not (Agni), bold, exulting in his fierce heat, 
proud, embrace thee roundabout to consume thee 
(to ashes). 

8. Agni, shake not this ladle, for it is dear to the 
gods, and to the ( Pitris) who are worthy of the 
Soma: this which is the drinking ladle of the gods, 
in this the immortal gods delight. 

9. I send the flesh-devouring Agni to a distance: 
let him bearing away sin repair to (the realm of) 
king Yajia ; 1 but let this other Jdtavedas who is 
known (by all) convey the oblation to the gods. 

10. The flesh-devouring deity Agni, who has 
entered your dwelling, I turn him out, for the 
worship of the Pitris , upon beholding this other 
(Agni) Jdtavedas ‘ let him celebrate the sacrifice 
(to the Pitris ) in the most excellent assembly. 

11. Let Agni the hearer of the Kavya 2 worship Varga xxil. 
the Pitris i who are magnified by truth, let him 
declare which are the offerings to the gods, which 

to the Pitris , 3 

12. Longing we set thee down; longing we 
kindle thee: do thou longing bring the longing 
Pitris to eat of the ( sacrificial ) viands. 4 


1 The Yajush (XXXY. 19) reads yamardjyam. According to 

Mahidhara* this verse closes the Pitrimedha, or sacrifice to the 
Pitris. 1 2 The kavya is an offering to sages, i.e. pitris. 

3 Yajur Yedoj XIX. 65. 4 Ibid . XIX. 70. 
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Varga XXIII. 


13. Cool again, Agnt, the spot which thou hast 
burned, there let the water-lily grow, and the ripe 
Durva with its many stalks. 

14. (Oh earth), cool and filled with cool (herbs), 
gladsome and filled with gladsome (trees), be 
thronged with female frogs and give joy to this 
Agni. 1 2 


ANUVAKA II. 

ADIITATA YI. Continued. 

Stfsi'A I. (XVII.) 

The deity of verses 1 and 2 is Sabanztj, of verses 3 to 6 PtfsHAir, 
of versos 7 to 9 SabaswatI, of verses 10 to 14 the Waters* 
of verses 15 to 17 the Waters, or Soma; the Mishi is 
Deva^rayas, son of Yama; the metre of verses 1 to 12 
is Truhtubh, of verse 14 Anushtubh or Purudacl-hrihaii, and 
of verse 14 Anmhtubh} 

1. Twashtri celebrates the marriage of his 


1 That is, u let the Earth be visited by the rainy season, when 
fuel becomes plentiful. 11 

2 Saranyu, the daughter of Twashtri, was given in marriage 
to Yiva&wat, and had by him Yuma and Yanti. Intimidated by 
his ardour, she substituted another female, her shadow, Chhdy^ 
for herself, and going to Uiiarakuru, changed herself to a mare. 
Yivaswat begot Mam by Ckkdyd, when, finding his error, he 
set off to loob for his wife. Discovering her disguise, he trans¬ 
formed himself to a horse, and bad by his wife the two Aswim. 
This is the legend alluded to, according to Say an a, and is so 
narrated in the Pur anas, which have probably derived it from 
the Yedas and amplified the details. 







SEVENTH ASHTATTA—SIXTH ADHYIyA. 


43 


daughter: therefore the whole world is assembled ; 
but the mother of Yaata, the newly-married wife 
ol the mighty Yivaswat, disappeared. 

2. The Gods concealing the immortal (Saeanyu) 
for the sake of mortals, 1 and having formed a woman 
resembling her, gave her to Vivaswat. She bore 
the two Amins when this had happened, and then 
Saeanyu gave birth to two twins. 2 

3. May the discriminating Push an, whose cattle 
are never lost, the protector of all beings, transfer 
thee hence (to a better world): may he give thee 
to these Piteis: may Agni (give) thee to the 
beneficent gods. 3 

4. May the all-pervading Vayu 4 protect thee, 
may PtfsHAN (preserve) thee, (going) first on the 
excellent path (to heaven): may the divine Savitki 
place thee, where the virtuous abide, whither they 
have gone. 


1 [Sayana explains martyebJiah as manu&byebhas tadutpatt- 
yartham “for men, i.e* that men might be born.” Manu was 
the offspring of Yivaswat and the “woman resembling Saranyu” 
and all men are descended from Manu ~| 

2 Yama and Yami t but diva mitkund > may mean two pairs of 
twins, Yama and Yami in the first instance, and the A swim 
in the second. 

3 This and the following three stanzas are to be recited at the 
funeral rites of a man of the first three classes, who has been 
duly initiated {dihshUa). 

4 The text has dyuh y but Sayan a says this means vdyuh f the 
letter u v v being elided in Yaidik Sanskrit. 
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5. PiJshan knows all these regions severally; 
let him conduct us by (the path) that is most free 
from peril: let him precede us, who is the giver 
of prosperity, endowed with radiance, accompanied 
by all pious men, ever vigilant, and knowing (our 
(deserts). 

Varga xxiv. 6. Pf'SHAK has been born 1 * on the best path of 
paths, on the hest path of heaven, on the best path 
of earth, he goes forward 3 and backward over both 
(worlds), the assemblies longed for by all, discrimi¬ 
nating * (the merits of the dead). 

7. The devout invoke Saraswati ; they worship 
SaraswatI at the strewn sacrifice ; the virtuous 
call upon SARAswATf: may SARAswATf bestow 
blessings upon the donor (of the oblation). 

8. Divine SaraswatI, who ridest in the same 
chariot with the Pitris , and art delighted (along 
with them) by the (sacrificial) viands, seated on the 
sacred grass be gratified (by our offering), and 
grant us wholesome food. 

9. Saraswati, whom the Pitris invoke when 
circumambulating the sacrifice on the right, bestow 


1 That is, -was manifested in order to conduct men after death 
to their destination according to their merits. 

* [“Forward,” i.e. favourably to the virtuous to show the 
fruit of good works; “backward,” i.e. he walks adversely 
to the wicked ] 

3 That is, knowing that this man has acted thus, this is the 
reward of that act. 
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upon the worshippers at this sacrifice a portion of 
food fit for thousands, and increase of riches. 

10. May the maternal waters purify ns; may 
the shedders of water purify us with the effusion; 1 * 
for the divine (waters) bear away all sin: I come 
away from them purified (to heaven),- 

11. The juice of the Soma has risen to the Varga xxv. 
earthly and heavenly (worlds), both this visible 
world, and that which (existed) before (it): I offer 

that juice flowing through the common region (of 
heaven and earth) after the sacrifices (offered by 
the) seven (officiating priests). 3 

12. 4 Thy juice, (Soma), which escapes (from the 
hide), thy filaments which let fall from the hands 
(of the priest escape) from the vicinity of the 


1 Ghritena m ghritapwah puranfu. The Commentators seem 
to be rather perplexed by this phrase. Bay ana says, “ waters 

which purify others by water,” Mahidhara (Yajur Veda, IV. 2) 
explains ghrita as “effused water,” ghritapwah as “divinities 
presiding over effused water.” But gkrita may have its usual 
meaning of t( oiled butter,” according to the Brahmam, which 
is quoted by Sayan a, 

3 Udemi, according to Sayana, means “I go to heaven.” 

3 The purport of this stauza is not very intelligible, another 
interpretation given by Sayana renders drapsam as a name of the 
Sun, In support of this interpretation Sayana cites the S’atapatha 
Brahmana (VII. 4. 1. 20), Another interpretation of hotrdh 
is J)Udh } of which, according to S'ruti, there are seven, zenith, 
nadir, and centre, with the four cardinal points, MaMdhura 
gives this version only (Yajur Veda, XIII. d). 

4 Yajur Veda, VI L 26, reading gram for bdku. 
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Varga XXVI. 


planks (of the press), or (from the hand) of the 
Adhwaryu , or from the filter; I offer it all with my 
mind (to Agni) with the word vashat 

13, Thy juice and thy filaments, (Soma), which 
escape, and which fall from the ladle on this side 
or on that; may this divine Briiiaspati sprinkle 
it for our enrichment. 

14. (Waters) I the plants flourish by means of 
water, 1 2 my prayer is effectual through water; 
the essence of water is vigorous through water; 
purify me with it. 

SthcTA II. (XVI1L) 

Miutyf (death) is the deity of the first four stanzas, DnAinr of 
the fifth, Twashtei of the sixth, the Pitrimedha (offering to 
the Pitrh) of the next seven, and the Pitrimedha^ or FeajApatx, 
of the last; the Jlkhi is Saxkustjka, the son of Ya^ta; the 
metre varies, it is Jag all in the first two verses, Gdyatri in 
the two next; that of the eleventh is PritstdrapanJcti, of the 
thirteenth Jagaii, and of the fourteenth Amtshfubh ; the rest 
are Trnhpubh? 

1. Depart, Mrityij, by a different path: by that 
v'hich is thine own, and distinct from the path of 
the gods: I speak to thee who hast eyes, who hast 


1 One epithet paymwat is applied to all the nouns (literally, 
u having water”), but the Scholiast understands it to mean 
sdmvat, having pith or vigour; in the ease of the plants u being 
vigorous by means of water in the shape of rain.” 

2 [The metre is differently given in the Sarvdmkrama. For 
the name of the rishi see Max Muller, Uig Veda, voL v. p. 50.] 



SEVENTH ASH TAKA—SIXTH ADHYXyA. 47 

ears: do no harm to our offspring, 1 2 nor to our male 
progeny. 

2. If, avoiding the path of death, you go (on the 
path of the gods), assuming a longer and better 
life, (my friends), then may you, (O sacrificers), 
diligent in sacrifice, enriched with progeny and 
affluence, be cleansed and pure. 3 

3. May those who are living remain separate 
from the dead: may our invocation of the gods 
to-day be successful: let us go forward 3 to dancing 
and laughter, assuming a longer and better life. 

4. I erect this circle (of stones) 4 for (the pro¬ 
tection of) the living, that none other of them may 
approach this limit; may they live a hundred years, 
occupied by many holy works, and keep death 
hidden by this mound. 

5. As days pass along in succession; as seasons 
are duly followed by seasons ; as the successor does 


1 Sayana explains prajdrh as female offspring. Mahfdhara 
renders it by santatim , descendants, family successors (Yajur 
Veda, XXXV. 7). 

2 S'udd/iuh, according to the comment, means pure from the 
decay caused by the sins accumulated in a former life; putdfi, 
pure from that caused by the sins of the present life. 

8 Or, with our faces to the east. 

4 Malndhara (Tajur Veda, XXXV. 15) states that after the 
burning of the body, the Adhwaryu is to raise a hank or lump 
of earth between the village where the deceased dwelt and the 
cemetery, as a rampart against death ; Sayana makes the paridki 
a stone rampart (pdskdndm). 
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Varga XXVII. 


not abandon his predecessor, 1 so, Dhatri, support 
the lives of these (my kinsmen). 

6. (Te kinsmen of the dead man), choosing old 
age, attain length of life, striving one after the 
other, 2 how many soever yon may be: may Twashtri, 
the creator of good races of men, being at one 
(with you), grant you, (busy) at this (sacrifice), a 
long life. 

7. Let these women who arc not widows, who 
have good husbands, enter (anointed) with un¬ 
guent and butter. Let women without tears, 
without sorrow, and decorated with jewels, first 
proceed to the house. 

8. Rise, woman, (and go) to the world of living 
beings: 3 come, this man near whom thou sleepest 
is lifeless: thou hast enjoyed this state of being 
the wife of thy husband, the suitor who took thee 
by the hand. 4 

9. Taking his bow from the hand of the dead 


1 That is, according to the comment, as a son does not leave 
his father by dying first. 

* [Sayana explains “ the eldest first.” There seems to be 
implied in yatamdndk the notion of men toiling up the hill of 
old age.] 

3 [Sayana, “ go to the home of the living, i.e. thy sons, grand¬ 
sons, etc.” This verse is interesting as showing that in the 
latest part of the Vaidik age there was no trace of Suttee.] 

1 [This verse is to he spoken by the husband’s brother, etc., 
to the wife of the dead man, and he is to make her leave her 
husband’s body. Seethe A steal ay ana Grihya Sutras, IV. 2,] 
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mail, 1 for the sake of our vigour, energy and 
strength, (I say) thou art there; 2 3 may we (who 
are) here, blessed with male offspring, overcome 
all the enemies who assail us. 

10. s Go to this thy mother-earth, the wide¬ 
spread, delightful earth; this virgin (earth is) 
as soft as wool, to the liberal (worshipper) may she 
protect thee from the proximity of Nirriti. 

11. Earth, rise up above him ; 4 oppress him not; xxviii 
be attentive to him (and) comfortable; 5 6 cover him 

up, earth, as a mother covers her child with the 
skirt of her garment. 

12. May the earth heaped over him lie light: 
may thousands of particles (of dust) envelope him ; 
may these mansions distil ghee (for him); may they 
every day be an asylum to him in this world. 


1 This applies to a Kshatriya. 

2 [Sayana, u art thou there ? 

3 [Sayana says the four verses 10 to 13 are to be repeated at 
the death of a dtkshiia (initiated person), and cites Aswaldyana- 

S t YI. 10* On the repetition of verse 10, the hones which have 
been collected are to be placed in the grave ; see Akwaldyana- 
grikya-S, IY. 5.J 

1 [i.e. so as to give him breathing room* Whilst this verse is 
being recited, dust is to be scattered over the grave* A&iv^ 
grikya-S; IY. 5*] 

6 deceiving well. Say ana says, "Treat him 

kindly for the sake of the sacrifice:” fondle him, lull him to 
rest- The alternative explanation supratishfd Mava seems to 
mean be a good resting-plaee.] 

TOL* YI. E 
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13, I heap up the eartli around thee, 1 II placing 
(upon thee) this clod of earth; 3 may I not he 
injured: may the Pitris sustain this thy monu¬ 
ment : may Yama make thee a dwelling here. 

14. At the decline of the day they have placed 
me (in the grave) like the feathers of an arrow; 
I have restrained my declining voice as (they cheek) 
a horse with a bridle. 3 


ADHYA'YA VII. 

A YU V AKA II. Continued. 

Si5kta III. (XIX.) 

The deities are the Cows or the jVaters, of the second half of 
the first stanza Agni and Soma ; the Rishi is either Mathita 
the son of Tama, Brighu the son of Yaiiuna, or Chxayaka 
of the family of Beleligu ; the metre is Anushiubh, except hi 
the sixth verse, in ’which it is Gdyatri. 

1. Come back: go not elsewhere : abounding in 
wealth, sprinkle ns ; Agni and Sow a, yon who 
clothe (your worshippers) again, bestow upon ns 
riches. 


I [Sayana, u O urn, I keep off tho earth above thee with thy 
lid, he 'sthikttmhha tavopari iwadhjena hap Alena prithivim prati- 
badhnami.J This is addressed to the urn, containing the hones 
and ashes, which is buried after the corpse has been burnt* 
u In quo reliquias diviniqne ossa parentis condidimus terra, ,J 
^neid, Y. 68. [The verse is to be recited when the hones are 
covered with the lid; see Ahval.-grihja-S. } IY. 5.] 

II \jLe, the lid of the urn.3 3 Ko comment on this. 
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2. Bring them back again, render them obedient: 
may Indra restore them; 1 may Agni bring them 
nigh. 

3. May they come back to me and be fostered 
under this (their) protector: do thou, Agni, keep 
them here; may whatever wealth (there is) remain 
here. 

4. I invoke the knowledge 2 of the place, of their 
going, of their coming, of their departure, of 
their wandering, of their returning: (I invoke) 
him who is their keeper. 

5. May the keeper return (with them); he who 
reaches them when 3 lost; who reaches them when 
straying; who reaches them when wandering, and 
returning. 

6. Indr a, come back and bring back (the cattle) ; 
give ns our cows again, may we rejoice in our 
cows being alive. 4 

7. I nourish you gods, who are everywhere 
present, with curds, with butter, with milk ; may 
all those deities who are entitled to worship reward 
us with riches. 


1 [Sayana, “mate them obedient to thee.”] 

2 [Sayana omits the •word samjndnmn , and takes niydnam, 
etc., as being all tbe object of huve.~\ 

3 [Sayana, “who attempts ( anubhavati) going in different 
directions for the sake of following the lost cows.”] 

4 Bhunajdmahai may also be the causal, “that we may feed 
the gods and Pitris ” (by the offerings of milk, etc.). 
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Varga II* 


8* Come back (ye cows), bring them back; 
return (ye cows), bring them back ; and (you, cows) 
coming back, return; there are four quarters of 
the earth, bring them back from them. 

staiTA rv. (xx.) 

The deity is Agio: ; * 1 the Mi$M is Yimada, son of Xxdea, or o£ 
PrajJlPATI, or Vasukhit, the son of Yastjeea; the metres are 
of verse 1 Ehapada (decasyllabic Virdj '), of verse 2 Amish^ubh t 
of verse 9 Vir&j t of verse 10 Trishtubh^ of the six middle 
verses GdyatrL 

1. (Agxi), manifest towards us a favourable 
mind. 

2. I glorify Agni, the youngest of the feeders 
(on oblations), friendly in counsel, 2 difficult to resist, 
at whose rite the oblations seek heaven, as (calves) 
the udder of the mother cow. 

3. He whom (the worshippers) magnify with 
their mouth, 3 the sustainer of pious works; whose 
banner is the light, he shines, bestowing upon them 
all their desires. 4 

4. The refuge of the people, 5 the mover, who, 


1 [The anukramu adds as to verse 1, “Or the first line is 
meant as a propitiation.”] 

1 [i.d. the friend of all because he instructs every man what to 
do and what not to do.] 

* [Sayana, “ with worship, viz. praise and oblations.”] 

1 [Or, sending a row of flames against the enemy.] 

s Aryo visdm, who is to he gone to or had recourse to by 

worshipping men. 
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when he moves, penetrates to the ends of the sky; 
the sage illumining the firmament. 1 

5. Accepting the oblations (offered) at the sacrifice 
of the worshipper, he blazes up, with a mighty 
flame; fixing his abode, he advances. 2 3 

6. Agm is capable (of protecting all men), he 
is himself the oblation, and the sacrifice; rapidly 
indeed does his spirit® move. The gods come to 
Agni, who bears the praises. 

7. Agxi, who goes to (summon the gods), the Varg 
bearer of the oblation, whom men call the sow 

of the stone; 4 him I desire to worship (for the sake) 
of supreme felicity. 

8. May all the men who belong to us 5 be 
(gratified) in all that is desirable, augmenting Agnt 
with oblations. 

9. His chariot is black, white, red, tawny, dark 


1 [Say ana takes d'idyanah out of its place “ tv lien Agni moves 
radiant, then he, the sage, reaches the ends of heaven and the 
firmament.” He explains abhram as “that which is characterized 
by clouds.”] 

* This alludes to a part of the ceremonial of fire worship— 
when the fire is taken from one altar, or firepit, to another, 
from the Saumild vedi, or altar of libation, to the Uttard vedi, 
the north or principal altar. 

3 [Sayana explains gdtuh as the superintending soul of Agni, 
which hastens to call the gods.] 

4 [Sayana refers to Rig Veda, II, 1, 1. (v. supra, Vol. II. 
p. 208).] 

5 [*.#. the sons and grandsons of the worshippers.] 
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Varga IV. 


red, crimson, and glorious ; 1 the progenitor of all 
has given him a chariot of gold. 

10. Grandson of strength, Agni, who art gratified 
by the ambrosial (viands), Vimada, (desirous of) 
wisdom, has recited thy praises ; do thou, approach¬ 
ing with a kind intention, bestow upon us food, 
strength, and a prosperous abode. 2 

Suxta V. (XXI.) 

The doity and Mnhi as before ; the metre is Astarapankti. 

I. We invoke thee now, A am, invoker (of the 
gods), with our voluntary (praises) for the sacrifice, 
at which the sacred grass is spread; thee, who 
underliest (all things), who (diffuses!) purifying 
radiance, (we invoke) for thine exhilaration; thou 
art mighty, 

% Self-radiant, opulent in horses, they glorify 
thee ; the oblation poured out over (thee) 3 * proceeds 


1 [Or,“ white, brilliant, vast, atraightgoing, red and glorious, 11 ] 
The Scholiast naturally asks how the chariot should be of 
different colours, and has no better reply than that it happens 
through the exceeding power of Agni. [His further explanation, 
u Or else the words hnsjinah } etc 1? are to be joined as accusatives 
to the word hiranya-Tupam } which is descriptive of the chariot 
as they relate to the same substantive/* merely serves to confuse 
the grammatical construction.] 

2 [Or, progeny,] 

3 [Upasecliani is properly ** ladle" or “spoon,” but Sayana 

explains it as tavoparik&h-arana0d ,] 
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in a straight course, Agnt, to thee for thine ex¬ 
hilaration ; thou art mighty. 

3. The establishers (of the rite) worship thee 
with their ladles (filled with the oblation), like 
(earth-)sprinkling (showers) ; * 1 thou sustainest ex¬ 
ceedingly black forms and white and all beauties 
for thine exhilaration; 2 thou art mighty. 

4. Powerful and immortal Agnt, bring to us, for 
our sustenance, the precious wealth which thou 
thinkest best; (bring it) for thine exhilaration at 
the sacrifices; thou art mighty. 

5. Agnt, generated by Atharvan, 3 is cognizant 
of all praises; he is the messenger of YivaswaT, 
the beloved friend of Yaaia, for your exhilaration; 
thou art mighty. 

6. The (worshipper) glorifies thee, Agnt, at Varga v. 
sacrifices, when the solemnity is being celebrated* 

thou grantest in thine exhilaration all desirable 
treasures to the donor (of the oblation); thou art 
mighty. 

7. The men establish thee, Agnt, at sacrifices, the 
ministrant priest, graceful, whose face shines with 
butter, radiant, most intelligent with thine eyes, for 
thine exhilaration; (hence) thou art mighty. 


1 [i. e. as showers worship Agni as their pitri. Sayona suggests 
another explanation, “ Thy rays dwell with thee like oblations 
sprinkled Tvith the ladles.”] 

1 [In this verse and in verse 4 ? Say an a explains vah as referring 

to viswe dev&h.~] 3 [See Yol. III, p. 409 ] 
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Varga VI. 


8. Agni, thoUj the mighty one, art known far 
and wide by thy radiant lustre ; bellowing, thou 
rushest like a bull, thou impregnated the sister 
(plants) in thine exhilaration ; thou art mighty, 1 * 

StflETA VI. (XXII.) 

The deity is Ijtbiu; the Rtshi Vim ad a ; the metre of the fifth, 
seventh, aud ninth verses is Armshtubh, of the fifteenth 
Tri&htubh, and of the rest IhiraMadhrihati. 

1, In what place to-day is Ixdra renowned ? 
In what nation is he famed like Mitra ? 2 (Xxdra), 
who is worshipped with sacred praise at the dwell¬ 
ing of the rishis 7 or in secret. 3 


1 Vi vo made and Vtpakshase form the burthen of each verse ; 
vivakshme is explained mahdn hhmasi ; vi vo made is explained 
with some variation, “in your,” or “for your exhilaration,” 
i*e. for the sake of the various kinds of exhilaration produced 
by drinking the Soma : vak is sometimes explained as referring 
to Agni; sometimes as referring to the mime devdh, and the 
commentator occasionally connects them with mvahhaee as 
cause and effect, as made sanjate sail yasm,dd evaiii hritavdn a si 
tasmdt iwam mahdn bhavasi , tho inebriation being produced, i.e „ 
since then hast thus acted, thou art great. The words u vi vo 
made seem like a quotation or Soma-drinking refrain j perhaps 
also a play upon the name Pma&t is intended. See Sama Veda, 
I. 5. 1. 4. 2 to 4, [Benfey objects to the taking vi and made 
together as vimade t because tmesis is unusual, and the accent 
would have to be altered; he suggests that vi is a repetition of 
the vi in vivaMase , which, though treated as one word in the 
Pada, is really “ vi mkshwe™~] 

£Or, as a friend. Sayan a explains jane aa “ worshipper,” 

jana being sometimes used of an individual,] 

3 [Or, “in the forest.”] 
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2. Here is Indra renowned; to-day lie is praised 
by us, the wielder of the thunderbolt, the deserving 
of praise ; he who, like Mitra, bestows upon men 
unequalled abundance. 

3. (May Indra protect us) who is the lord of 
great strength, of unequalled (power), the dis¬ 
tributor of great wealth, the cherisher of the 
dreadful thunderbolt, as a father (cherishes) a dear 
son. 

4. Thunderer, thou who art divine, yoking thy 
horses which are swifter than the divine wind, and 
gliding along the resplendent road, thou, opening 
out the way (to battle), art glorified. 

5. Thou hast come to these two horses (which 
have the speed) of the wind, straight-going, for 
them to draw thee of themselves, whom no deity, 
no mortal is able to restrain; whose fleetness no one 
comprehends. 

6. Usanas inquires of you two 1 as you pass, Varga vir. 
u (Why) have you come to (our dwelling) from a 
distance j from heaven and earth to a mortal ? ” 

7. Accept, Indra, the oblation upraised by us; 
we solicit of thee that protection by which thou 
didst slay the non-humau Uushna. 

8. The Dasyu practising no religious rites, not 


1 This “you two” might be thought intended for Indra’s 
horses, but the Scholiast supplies mdrdgni —“ Indra and Agni ’ ’• 
or (substituting the accusative for the nominative), “every 
worshipper inquires of you two Usanas (and IifDEi).” 
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knowing us thoroughly, 1 following other observances, 2 3 
obeying no human laws, baffle, destroyer of enemies, 
the weapon of that slave. 

9. Eero, Indra. with the hero (Maruts defend) 
us; that protected by thee (we may be able) to 
overcome (our enemies): tby blessings are diffused 
among many (praisers), as men (repair to their lord). 

10. Hero, Indra, wielder of the thunderbolt, 
thou hast animated those chiefs (the Maruts) to the 
slaughter of Vriira in battle, when (thou liearest) 
the mystical (praises) of the sages, the worshippers 
praising the might of the constellations.® 

Varga Till. 11. Hero, Indra, (thy worshippers glorify) those 
prompt exploits performed by thee in battle, (by 
thee who art) ever bountiful, when with thy 
associate (Maruts) thou destroyedst the whole race 
of Sushna. 

12. Hero, Indra, let not our manifold sacrifices 
be unavailing, but may we all, tbunderer, (through) 


1 [Sayana explains abhi as “face to face, i.e. personally,” He 
gives an alternative explanation of cmmPuh i, yiz, avamantuh 

** despising*”] 

3 Anyavratahf others than those of the S'ruti and 
which looks like an admission that they had some vratas. The 
term amdnmhah t “ not human/* is the same as in verse 7, The 
Scholiast here explains it manmhyasamvyavahdrdd bdhyah, out of 
the laws or customs of men, aswraprakritiritpah^ being of the 
nature of evil spirits* 

3 [Sayana explains nahshatramvasam as “ armies of praisers 
approaching the gods.”] 



SEVENTH ASIITAKA—SEVENTH ADHYitYA, 59 

thy (favour) continue in the fruition of these (our 
desires). 

13. May these our (praises) reaching thee, Indr a, 
he successful, doing no detriment (to thee), so that, 
thunderer, we may obtain the benefits derivable 
from them, as (a cowherd enjoys those) from the 
milch kine. 

14. When the earth which has neither hands nor 
feet flourished through the acts of (devotion paid 
to) the adorable (deities), then thou didst smite 
down S'ushna, circumambulating it on the right, 
for the sake of Yiswayu. 1 

15. Drink, hero Indka, drink the Soma • being 
excellent, harm (us) not, 2 possessor of opulence; 
preserve those who praise thee, and are affluent (in 
offerings), and render us rich with great riches. 

SlJKTA VII. (XXIII.) 

The deity and Ri&hi as before; the metre of the first and seventh, 
verses is TrisAtuhh, of the fifth Abhisdrim, of the rest JagaiL 

1, 3 We worship Indra, bearing in his right hand y 
the thunderbolt, the driver of the bay horses which 
have many functions; shaking his beard, he mounts 


1 [Sayana takes viswayme as a proper name, meaning "going 
everywhere unimpeded/ 3 a name of king Aurvaseya, a descendant 
of lfrvasz,~\ 

2 [i.e. it is not just that we should be punished for any defect 
in our worship of thee who art excellent.] 

3 Sama Ye da, I. 4. 1* 5. 3. 



60 


RIG-VJEDA SANIlITl. 


on high, destroying (his enemies) by his armies 
he gives wealth (to his worshippers). 

2. With his two bay horses which bestow riches 
at the sacrifice, Indra, wealthy with wealth, is the 
slayer of Vritra j the brilliant, powerful, mighty 1 
Indra, is the lord of strength ] 2 (through him) I cut 
off the head 3 * * * of the Dam. 

3. When he grasps his golden thunderbolt, then 
the opulent Indra ascends with his praisers, the 
chariot which his two bay horses draw, (Indra) 
the lord of long celebrated and widely renowned 
food. 

4. As the rain (bedews all), so, Indra, accom¬ 
panied by his troops (of the M A ruts), sprinkles 
their beards, with the green (-juice): he 
repairs to the pleasant chamber (of sacrifice); (the 
Soma) being effused, the sweet beverage agitates 
(his frame), as the breeze (shakes) the forest. 

5. We praise his manhood, who, having by his 
voice alone made the many-tongued speechless, has 
slain many thousand enemies, who supports the 


1 The text has Ribhit, Vdja f Ribhufahan, the names of the 
three Ribhm, but the Scholiast here chooses to consider them 
as epithets equivalent to dipia } balm at , mahat. 

2 Or, £{ attacks the forces of the enemy . 11 

2 Ndma cMt, The commentator seems to have no good reason 

for explaining ndma by sirm ) the etymology being namyate 

? n-ena (that with which one bows). He admits, however, an 

alternative, u I destroy his very name,” 
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strength (of the world) as a father the strength 
(of his son). 

6. We, Yimadas, have generated this thy un¬ 
precedented, and most varied praise, Indra, to 
obtain thy bounty; as we know what the opulence 
of that lord is, (therefore) we call it (before ns), 
as a cowherd (calls) his cattle. 

7. Never may these friendships of thee, Indra, 
and of the rishi Vimada be disunited: for we know 
thy attachment, divine (Indra), to be like that of a 
sister (to a brother); so may the friendship between 
ns and thee prosper. 

Sukta VIII. (XXIV.) 

The deity of the first three stanzas is Indka; the Aswins are 
the deities of the last three. The Rishi is Yihaea ; the 
metre of the first three stanzas is A&tdrapanHi, of the last 
three Anmhtubh* 

1. Drink, Indra, this most sweet Soma, ex- Varga x. 
pressed by the planks (of the Soma-press), then 
bestow upon us riches in thine exhilaration; 
thousandfold (riches), lord of infinite wealth; thou 

art mighty. 1 

2. We solicit thee with sacrifices, with prayers, 
with oblations; lord of all pious acts, grant us 
in thine exhilaration, excellent and desirable 
(affluence); thou art mighty. 


1 We have here again the same form of words, vi vo made i 
and the same burthen as in Sdkta Y> 
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3. Indra, who art the lord of desirable (riches), 
the eneourager of the worshipper, the protector 
of the eulogists, defend us, in thine exhilaration, 
from adversaries; (guard us) from sin, thou art 
mighty. 

4. Powerful and sagacious (As wins) mutually 
associated, you have churned forth (the fire): 1 
when you, Masatyas, glorified hy Vimada, have 
churned it forth. 

5. All the gods praised you as you were mutually 
associated, and caused (the sparks) to fly up; the 
gods have said to the two Nasatyas, “ let the fire 
again bear (us oblations).” 

6. May my going forth he pleasant, may my 
coming back be pleasant, you two divine As wins, 
render us, through your divine power, possessed of 
pleasure. 

SiJkta IS. (XXV.) 

The deity is Sojia ; the Rishi may he Vimada, the son of 

PeajIpati, or the son of Indea, or Vasukp.it, the son of 

Vasueba ; the metre is Astdrapanl'ti. 

Varga XI. 1, Sanctify ( Soma) our mind, our heart, our 
intellect; and may (thy worshippers) delight in thy 
friendship, like cattle in fresh pasture, in thine 


1 That is, you have produced fire for sacrifice by attrition. 
[Sayana cites a Brdkmam which says the A hi’ins are the 
Adhwaryas, and adds the business of producing fire is also 
performed by the As wins.] 
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exhilaration (produced) hy the (sacrificial) food; 
for thou art mighty. 1 

2. They who seek to touch thy heart, Soma, 
worship thee in all places ; and these desires for 
wealth rise from my heart at thine exhilaration; for 
thou art mighty. 

B. Verily, Soma, I practise all thy observances 
with fullness; and as a father to his son, so do thou 
in thy exhilaration make us happy; protect us 
from being killed (by our enemies); for thou art 
mighty, 

i. Our praises converge (Soma) towards thee, as 
herds towards a well; establish our pious acts. 

Soma, for us to live (long), as (the priest sets up) 
the cups for thine exhilaration; for thou art 
mighty, 

5, The intelligent (priests), whose desires are 
fixed (on the fruit of good works), with sacred 
rites show forth (the praises) of thee, Soma, who art 
wise and powerful; do thou, in thy exhilaration, 

(grant us) pastures, abounding with cattle, and with 
horses ; for thou art mighty, 

6. Thou protectest our cattle, Soma, and the Varga xil 
variously occupied world, contemplating all exist¬ 
ing beings; thou prepares! (the world) for them 


1 Dafcskafti is here explained the soul or heart. 

The same phrase aud burden^ vt vo made and mkshase, as in 
the last hymn, are repeated. This verse recurs Samu Veda, T, 
5. L 4. 4, 
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to live in for tliy exhilaration; 1 for thou art 
mighty. 

7. Be on all sides our preserver, Soma, thou, "who 
art unassailable; drive away, monarch, our adversaries 
in thine exhilaration, and let no calumniator rule 
over us; for thou art mighty. 

8. Soma, author of good works, liberal granter of 
fields, be vigilant in supplying us with food; and 
in thy exhilaration preserve us from oppressive men, 
(and) from sin; for thou art mighty. 

9. Utter destroyer of enemies, Soma, who art 
the auspicious friend of Xndra, (protect us), when 
hostile warriors everywhere call us to the combat 
that bestows offspring; by thine exhilaration (pre¬ 
serve us); for thou art mighty, 

10. Such is the Soma which, swiftly moving, 
exhilarating, acceptable to Indra, has given increase 
(to our understanding) ; it has increased the in¬ 
telligence of the great and pious KakshIvat in thine 
exhilaration; for thou art mighty. 

11. This Soma bestows, upon the pious donor of 
the libation, food with cattle; it gives wealth to the 
seven (priests) in the manifold exhilaration; it has 
restored (their faculties) to the blind, and the lame. 2 


1 [Sayana here explains vah as referring to all the gods, and 
cites the Taittirlya Samkitd, III. 2. 9. 1, to the effect that 
both gods and men are dependent on his gifts.] 

2 The rishis Dirgluitamas and Par dvr ij or Parivrij. See 
Yol. I. p. 290, and Yol. II. p. 242. In the latter place the 
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SUkta X. (XXVI.) 

The deity is Fushaw ; the liisjti as before; the metre of the 

first and fourth stanzas is Ushnik, of the rest Anushtubh. 

1. Since our appointed and acceptable prayers Varga xm. 
proceed to him, may the mighty Pushan, of pleasing 
aspect, * 1 whose car is ever harnessed, protect us. 

2. (May he) whose greatness (manifested as) the 
matured rain, this pious man celebrates with pious 
rites—may he be cognisant of such excellent 
praises. 

3. He, Pxjshan, is cognisant of such excellent 
praises: like Soma he is the showerer (of benefits): 
the graceful deity rains down upon us, he rains 
upon our cow-pastures. 

4. We glorify thee, divine PIjshan, the ac- 
complisher of our desires, who makest the pious 
to quake. 2 

5. The sharer in sacrifices, who is drawn by 
chariot-horses, the rishi, the benefactor of men; the 
friend of the devout, scattering (his foes). 


cure of the lameness of the Rishi is attributed to Indra ; in the 
former to the jiswins* the restoration of sight to Birghatamas 
has not occurred in the text; it is narrated of Kanwa. See 
VoL L p. 315. 

1 Basra is rendered by darsanigafy, but it may also, according 
to tbe Scholiast, be the two accomplishers of the rite—the 
Yajamdna and his wife: “may Push an protect them.” 

* \_Adhamm making them shake with reverence and respect, 
Say an a.] 
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Varga XIV. 6. Lord both of the pure desirable (she-goat), 
and of the pure (he-goat) : weaver of the cloth 
(of the wool) of the sheep; he has cleansed the 
vestments. 1 

7. The ruler, the lord of viands, the sovereign, 
the friend of the contentment (of all); he who is 
unassailable, gently shakes his beard (when drinking 
the Soma of the sacrifioer), desiring (his favour). 2 

8. The goats, Pushan, bear the burthen of thy 
car, who art the friend of every suppliant, born 
long ago, never-failing (in thy duty). 

9. May the mighty Pushan protect our chariot 
by his might: may he be to us the augmenter of 
food: may he hear this our invocation. 

SthciA SI. (XXVII.) 

The deity is India; the Rishi is Yasukea his son; the metre 
is TrishtubJi. 

Vargaxv. 1. (IxuRA speaks;) Such is my pleasant dis¬ 
position, worshipper, that I help the institutor of 
the rite,® who offers libations ; but I am the punisher 
of him who offers not libations, who disregards 
truth, tho perpetrator of sin, the malignant. 1 


1 Vas6vdyo making woollen cloths such as the woollen 

filter, etc. The words **lie has cleansed the vestments 3 4 * are said 
to express that Pu&hm is purifying all around by light and heat. 

2 [ZZ aryatah is properly an epithet of Pmhan^ “ the desirable. 1 ’] 

3 [Sayana, “ I bestow upon him whatever he desires/ 1 ] 

4 As to dbhum, see again verse 4: here Sayana’s explanation 
is only vydpnmantam —there it is rendered iairum mahdntam* 
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2. If I encounter in combat the undevout, 
resplendent in their bodies, then will I cook a 
vigorous bull for them, and will sprinkle (upon 
the fire) the exhilarating effused juice, the fifteen- 
fold (Soma). 1 

3. I know not that man who says that he is the 
slayer in battle of those who do not reverence the 
gods; but when (I behold) the fierce war coni' 
menced ? then (my enemies) proclaim my prowess, 

4. When I enter upon unprecedented combats, 
then all those who are affluent in oblations approach 
me so engaged: 2 I destroy the mighty and oyer- 
powering foe for the protection of the world, and, 
seizing him by the feet, throw him down from the 
mountain, 

5. 24one resist me (engaged) in combat, not even 
the mountains when I am resolved: at my shout 
the dullest of hearing 3 is alarmed, and so too even 
the bright-rayed (sun) trembles day by day. 

6* Beholding here the drinkers of the libations Varga 


1 is called u fifteen fold , }> because its leaves grow during 

tlie light half of the month one by one on the fifteen days, 
beginning with pratipat (the 1st day)* and similarly die off 
during the dark half of the month, or else because the Soma 
offered at noonday is accompanied by the Trwrit and Pancha- 
dasa Stomas .] 

stand round praising me in order to incite me to 
prowess, Sayana.] 

a Pridhukarna maybe the name of an Asura } or it may denote 
° ne hard of hearing, deaf 
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who serve not Indra, who cut (the worshippers) 
to pieces with their hands, assailing them to do them 
harm; my shafts quickly fall upon them, as well as 
on those who revile (your) powerful friend. 

7. (The Mishi speaks:) Thou, Indra, art manifest; 
(from time to time) thou waterest (the earth): 
Indra pervades all existence: the ancient Indea 
verily destroys (his foe), the other does not destroy 
(Indra). The united 1 two (heaven and earth) 
surpass not him who extends beyond the confines of 
the universe. 

8. The assembled cattle feed upon the barley; 
I their master have beheld them grazing, tended by 
the herdsman: when called, they collect around 
their lord; when they approach, how much milk 
does he desire (to take) ? 

9. "When we, the grass-eaters of men, (are) 
together, I (am) amongst the barley-eaters in the 
wide field; 2 3 here he who is yoked would like one 
to unloose him, and the assailant would yoke him 
who is unyoked. 


1 [Pavaste } according to Say ana, means u going,” i.e. “ going 

in order to surpass every one in greatness/’] 

3 [There is no comment on this obscure verse, and Wilson 
leaves a blank in his A1S, Ludwig’s translation, (i Zusatnmenweb 
ich die grassfressenden unter den wesen und die getreidesser auf 
weiter flur,” misses the antithesis of v ay a nt and aham } and leaves 
yat and antar untranslated (unless antar is transposed and taken 
with jandndm } which does violence to the rhythm), Grrassmann 
makes yavddah genitive dependent on urvajreJ] 
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10. (Indra speaks:) Thou knowest that what 
is said by me at this time is the truth, that I may 
create both bipeds and quadrupeds. I distribute 
without conflict (among my worshippers) the wealth 
(that I have taken from him), who (neglecting me), 
the showerer (of desires), wishes to contend with 
women, 

11. What (other god but me) 1 whose eyeless Varga xvn. 
daughter is ever present knows her and honours 

(her) the blind one: 2 3 which of the two (deities) 
lets loose that bolt against (a foe)—he who assails, 

(or) he who protects him ? 

12. How many a woman has been gratified by 
the flattering praise of man’s desire, when the bride 
is fortunate and beautiful, she of herself chooses 
her husband amongst men. 2 

18. He seizes (it) 4 with his feet; he swallows 


1 Sayana refers this to Indba, whose eyeless daughter is 
Pkaehiti, crude matter or nature, born of Ihdra as the Creator, 
and at the mahapralaya (final dissolution of the world) merging 
into him only, 

2 [More probably, “ He whose daughter was once eyeless, who, 
knowing this, will despise her for being blind? 3I ] 

3 This refers, as Sayana rightly remarks, to the Swayambara* 
The chosen husband is Indra in his identity with the lovers 
Nala t Arjuna, etc., who were chosen by Dmnaymitz , Braupadiy 
etc. 

4 the rain. Indra is here identified with the Sim, 

whose functions of evaporating moisture and restoring it as 
rain are very obscurely intimated. 
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it when it approaches him, he places the head (of 
heaven) as a guard around his head: seated (above) 
he sends (his rays) upwards to the proximate 
heaven; he sends them dowawards } on the out¬ 
spread earth. 

14. The great (sun), shadeless, undecaying, 1 ever- 
moving, abides; the builder (of the world), who is 
liberated, the germ (of the three worlds), eats 
(the oblations), fondling the offspring of another 
(mother), 2 he constructs (the quarters of the world): 
with what design has the milch cow offered her 
udder ? 3 

15. Seven sages sprang from the lower portion 
(of Index as Peajapati) : eight were born from the 
upper portion; nine occupants of stations 4 came 
from behind, and ten, generated in the front, 
partaking of food, traversed the summit (of heaven). 5 * * 8 


1 Apaldsdh “-without a leaf,” explained as vindsarakitah, 
-without decay. 

1 [The “other mother” is, according to Sayana, Aditi, the 

mother of the gods; Aditya, the sun, is her offspring.] 

s The milch cow, the commentator saya, is the Sky, who 

offers the Sun as her udder, whence the rain may be milked. 

1 \_Sthwirmntah is explained in the Petersburg Dictionary as 

“ mit ScliefFeln versehen.” See below hymn 68, verse 3.J 

8 These different numbers, it is said, designate the seven 
Rishis, VUwdmitra, etc., the sons of Prajdpati ; the eight Vdla- 
Ichilyas- the nine Bhrigus , and the ten Angirasas : another 
explanation makes it, seven Maruts on Indra's right, eight on 
his left, nine behind him, and ten in front. 
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16. (The other Angirasas) despatched one of the Varga xvill. 
ten, Kapila, as equal (to the task) for the com¬ 
pletion of the sacrifice; the gratified mother 
cherishes the embryo well deposited in the waters, 1 
and not desirous of an abiding place. 

17- The sages cooked a fat ram: 2 3 they followed 
(Prajafati) in succession like dice thrown in 
gambling:® two (of them), having the means of 
purification and becoming purified, proceed in the 
midst of the waters to (Prakriti) the angmenter, 
to (Kapila) the implement of destruction. 4 5 

18. They (the Angirasas) go in all directions 
calling (upon Prajdpati ), half of them cook (their 
oblations), the other half cook not: this divine 
Savitri® has told me this—(A gni), whose food is 


1 Prakriti cherishes the germ of creation deposited by 
Prajdpati in the subtile elements; if this mystical interpretation 
is correct, this passage indicates the priority of Bdnhhya philo¬ 
sophy, a priority confirmed by the mention of Kapila* 

2 i.e. the Angirasas sacrificed an animal to Pidra as Prajdpati . 

3 [Dive, lit, “ for gambling,but Sayana takes it as locative, 
devane ramanasihdneP\ 

1 This is very dark, and the Scholiast is not much more 
luminous; dvau means “two of the Angirasas 77 ; dhanum is 
explained as “the means of killing ignorance and the like, or 
the doer of kindness, i.e, Kapila;” brihatim, “the inereaser 
by command of Prajdpati t i.e. Prakriti 17 : of paviiravantd it 
is said—tire substantive means the syllable Om, by meditating 
on which they are pure. 

5 Sayana, ** the stimulator of all, i.e. Aditga or PrajdpatiP 



72 BIG-VEDA SANHITl, 

wood and ghee, serves (Prajapati by means of 
oblations). 

19. I beheld the crowd coming from afar, moving 
of themselves without wheels: the lord of all, 
(Indra), regulates the seasons (for the worship of 
men), younger in vigour, destroying at once the 
herds of evil beings. * 1 

20. Turn not back, but repeatedly praise these 
two yoked (steeds) of me the destroyer, which 
advance (to the foe and to the sacrifice ); 2 the 
waters fulfil Indra’s purpose, and (so does) the all¬ 
cleansing sun, being (swift as) a cloud. 3 

Varga xix. 21. This is the thunderbolt which repeatedly 
falls (on those who are) below the orb of the vast 
sun; the worshippers easily cause this water (in 
the sun’s orb) above which is different from that 
(in the clouds) to pass through (the firmament). 4 


1 [Say;ma, explains sisnd as “ the destructive herds of 
Bakshasas,” etc. Ludwig translates “ indem er die phallusidole 
yemiohtet.”] 

1 [Such is Sayana’s fanciful explanation of gavau. He also 
explains yuktau as “well worshipped.”] 

s [Sayana, “I have beheld Indra as Prajapati, driving the 
crowd from afar and approaching with hia army, self-moving, 
without chariots.”] 

1 This is obscure, and the explanation of Sayana doubtful, 

hut it is no doubt intended to express the usual theory of rain ; 

the moisture of the earth being drawn up into the solar region 

as vaponr, and thence descending as rain by the action of the 
thunderbolt and the wind. 
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22. The bowstring fixed to each bow clangs 
loudly; then the man-destroying (shafts like) 
birds fall upon (the foes): 1 and the whole of this 
world is alarmed, presenting libations to Indra, 
and donations to the JRishis, 

23. At the creation of the gods, the (clouds) 
stood first; from their division, the waters (of the 
rain) came forth: the three divinities (Parjanya, 
Yayu and Aditya), sowing in succession, warm the 
earth: two of them (Yayu and Aditya) convey 
all-delighting water (to the sun’s sphere). 

24. That thy (divine) nature identified with the 
sun) is the cause of life: and know such (solar 
form) of his (to be worthy of adoration) at the 
sacrifice ; conceal nothing : that motion of him the 
all-cleansing (sun) makes manifest the universe; 
it absorbs the moisture ; it is never discontinued. 


1 This, if correctly interpreted* is a good specimen of the 
abuse of metaphor and ellipse so common in the style of the 
Veda: the literal translation is n the cow lows attached tree 
by tree (to different trees)* the man-eating birds fly out from 
it (? from the tree).” 
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sukta xii. {xxyiho 

This is a dialogue between Iitdea and his son Yasueea; Yasueha's 
wife is the Ri&hi of verse 1 and Indka is the deity; of some 
of the other verses Ikbba is the Muhi and Yasbkea the deity, 
of the rest Yastjkra is the Rishi and In be a the deity j the 
metre is TrisJituhh, 

Varga xx. 1. (The wife of Vasuxra speaks :) Every other 
(divine) lord has come, but my father-in-law has 
not come: 1 may he eat the parched grain: and 
drink the Soma ‘ when he is well satisfied, may he 
return home. 

2. (Indra speaks:) (Ixdea) the showerer (of 
blessings), having hot rays, abides roaring in the 
resounding expanse of the firmament: in all 
conflicts I defend him, (Vasukra), who, having 
effused the libation, fills my flanks. 

3. (Vasuxra speaks:) Thy worshippers express 
with the stone fast flowing exhilarating jSWia-juices 
for thee, thou drinkest them: they roast bulls for 
thee, thou eatest them, when thou art invoked, 
Maghayax, to the sacrificial food. 2 


1 The legend relates that Inbea came in disguise to a sacrifice 
celebrated by Vasukra, whose wife, not recognizing him, prayed 
for his presence; to satisfy her that he had actually come, the 
dialogue that follows took place. 

2 This is interpreted by Say ana, £i thou eatest the cattle 
offered as oblations belonging to the worshippers who cook them 
for thee,” 
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4. Overcomer of foes, (Indra) 1 be cognisant of 
this my (power, whereby) rivers bear their water 
backwards, and the eater of cut (grass) 1 2 confronts 
the lion, the jackal drives the wild boar from 
his lair. 3 

5. How, Indka, should I, yet immature (in 
understanding), be capable of comprehending this 
(thy power, so as to render fitting) praise to thee 
who art wise and powerful? Therefore do thou who 
art all-knowing instruct us in fit season; the 
portion of thy (praise), 0 Maghavan, which (we 
offer) is a burthen easy to be borne. 4 

6. (Indra speaks:) Since (thy laudations) thus 
increase my strength, 5 (let) the praise of me who 
am mighty, (rise) even higher than the heavens. 


1 More probably, if 0 worshipper, Vamhra” Indra being the 
speaker; but the Scholiast says it is VctBukra who says this, 
claiming superhuman power as the son of Index. 

2 i.e. “the deer,” [Ludwig, “the fox**; Grassmann, “the 
jackal/* deriving it from \/lup—i/rup, “to carry off (rob),** 

3 [Ludwig seems to be right in translating, “ Errate, o sanger, 
disz mein (rateel).” He adds, “ was soil disz bedeuten ? ” But 
there is no great mystery or secret. India simply says, “I have 
the power to alter the ordinary course of nature.** See verse 9/) 

4 [This is expanded by Sayana, “Since we cannot perform 
even a portion of thy praise without au effort on account of our 
slowness of mind, do thou again tell us thy power and the way 
to praise thee.**] 

5 [Tamtam here seems to be used proleptically, “augment me 
bo as to make me strong/*] 
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I destroy at once many thousand (of foes), for the 
generator (of all) has engendered me without an 
enemy. 1 * 

Yarga xxi. 7. Since, Indba, the gods s have known me to be 
powerful, fierce in every act, the showerer (of 
oblations): exulting I have slain Veitea with thy 
thunderbolt, and by my might have opened the 
clouds for the donor (of oblations). 

8. The gods came, they bare their axes ; clearing 
the woods, they came with men in front of the 
waters: depositing (the tree) of good wood in the 
belly (of the river), where the underwood (is), 
they burn it up. 3 

9. (Vasukra speaks:) The hare grasps the 
assailing beast of prey: with a clod of clay I 
cleave the distant (mountain): I can compel the 
great to submit to the small : swelling (with 
courage) the calf attacks the bull. 

10. The hawk has fastened her claw 4 in heaven: 


1 Amtruni) etc., must mean a the generator has engendered 

me, without any enemies whom I could not overcome/* 

3 Or the priests and Yajamdnas. 

3 [Sayana, ** The gods proceed and carry the thunderbolts (to 
cleave the clouds; then accompanied by the Maruts^ etc,, 
cleaving the clouds, they advance towards the (rain) waters; 
then placing the well-flowing (rain water) in the rivers, they 
burn the clouds where the water is concealed (to make the 
water flow)/'] 

4 Sayana explains ksJmmm as a long hard sharp claw, like 
a razor, belonging to u lion, tiger, etc,, i,e< a strong fierce wild 
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aa a lion confined (in a cage) places one foot over 
tlie other. As a captive buffalo (is) thirsty, (so 
Indra thirsted for the Soma, GayatrI brought it to 
him easily (from heaven). * 1 

11. GCYATBf drew it away without difficulty, for 
the good of those (gods) who, (satisfied) with the 
viands of Indra, retaliate the injuries (of the 
enemies of the gods): they devour all the 
sprinkling (Soma libations) left (by Indra), spon¬ 
taneously destroying the armies and bodies (of 
the enemy). 

12. They have been sanctified by holy rites, who 
have fostered their bodies with prayers, at the Soma 
(sacrifice): speaking like a man, grant us food, thou 
possessest in heaven name and fame as a hero. 

Sukta SIH. (XXIX.) 

The deity is Ixdea ; the RkJii is Yasukea ; metre as before. 

1. As (the bird) who deposits its young (in its Varga xxil 
nest) in the tree (is) eagerly looking around, so 
ye bearers (Aswins), your pure praise (ever) keeps 
you awake: (that praise) of which Indra has for 
many days been the invoker, (Indra) the friend of 


beast. If fathumm imply, as it does in common Sanskrit, a 
razor, it is of no small historical value, intimating ciTilization 
and art. [See Till. 4. 16, where hshura means razor. Yol. 
IY. p. 233.] 

1 Alluding to the bringing of the Somct from hearen. See 
Yol. III. p. 71 f note. 
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man, the manliest of men, (to whom the Soma is 
offered) at night. 1 

2. May we be prosperous at the coming of the 
present or of any future dawn, (through the adora¬ 
tion) of thee, the chief leader of men; through thy 
favour Tkjsoka obtained a hundred followers; the 
chariot which was common to him and thee was 
acquired by Kutsa. 2 

3. What sort of exhilaration, Indea, is agreeable 
to thee ? Thou who art powerful hasten to the 
doors (of the sacrificial chamber) to our praises .* 
when will the Soma he present ? (when will) 
intelligence (come) to me ? when, having pro¬ 
pitiated thee, may I acquire wealth and food ? 3 

4. When, Indea, (having partaken of) our obla¬ 
tion, and by what sacred rite, wilt thou render men 
resembling thee? when wilt thou bring them to 
us ? thou, who art widely renowned, art to us like 
a true friend, (attentive) for our support, when the 
minds of all were (anxious) for food. 


1 [S&yana, after giving tlie interpretations followed above, 
adds: “ Thus he (? some older commentator) explains, treating 
this verse as one composed in praise of the Aswins ; this is 
wrong, for the hymn being in praise of Indra, this first verse 
too is in praise of Indra,” and proceeds to give a slightly altered 
interpretation.] 

* [Sayana cites IT. 16. 11. See Vol. III. p. 14S svprd.] 

3 [Sayana (literally), “ when may I cause wealth with food 
to come near to me ? ’*) 
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5. As the sun (brings) the ascetic, do thou bring 
to the end (of existence) (thy worshippers), who 
satisfy thy desire (for the Soma), as husbands (the 
desire of their wives); and who (being) leaders of 
rites, multiform Indka, offer to thee ancient praises 
with (sacrificial) viands. 

6. By thy overwhelming energy, Ixdea, the vast Varga xxm, 
heaven and earth, the measurers (of all), have been 
quickly constructed : may the jSW«- libations mixed 

with ghee be acceptable to (thee) who art most 
excellent; (may the oblations be) sweet for thy 
drinking. 

7. (The worshippers) have poured out the vessel 
full of the sweet (Soma) (into the fire) for that 
Indka, for he is true (to his promises) of wealth: 

Indka, the friend of man, (distinguished) by his 
actions, and his prowess, is magnified throughout 
the expanse of the firmament. 

8. The powerful Indka reaches the hosts (of the 
enemy), the mightiest (hosts) exert themselves to 
obtain his friendship: ascend, Indka, that chariot 
which thou directest with favourable intent (to our 
sacrifice), as a chariot (which thou mountest) against 
the armies (of the foe). 


so 
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ANUYA'KA III. 

ADHYAYA VII. Continued. 

SlJKTA I. (XXX.) 

The deities are the Waters, or the grandson of the Waters; the 
Jliski is KA vasiia, the son of IlTjsha ; the metre is Trishtulh. 

Varga xxiv. 1. (Honoured) by adoration, let the advancing 
Soma approach the celestial waters like the celerity 
of the mind: offer abundant (sacrificial) food, and 
perfect praise for the sake of Mite a and Varuna, 
and for (Indra) the rapid mover. 

2. Priests, since you are charged with the liba¬ 
tion, desiring (to present it), proceed to the waters 
desiring (to receive it); to those (waters) which the 
red hawk 1 * beholds descending (from the clouds): 
do you, dextrous-handed (priests), cast to-day that 
flood (of Soma ) into (the consecrated water). 

B. Go, priests, to the water, to the reservoir; 
worship the grandson of the waters 3 with oblations: 
may he to-day give you the consecrated water, and 
do yon pour forth to him the sweet-flavoured Soma. 

4. (He) who shines, without fuel, in the midst 
of the waters, he whom the pious worship at 


1 Saya^a explains suparna as mipatanali somah r the Soma 

descending gracefully (am) from the firmament* and mhastd as 
ornamented with golden filter, etc., because they are engaged 
in the graceful work of expressing the Soma, etc. 

a Apdm napdtam is here said to be the deity appointed to 
produce the rain. 
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sacrifices ■ grandson of the waters, give us those 
sweet waters by which (mixed with the *SW«-juice), 

Indea is elevated to heroism. 1 

o. 1 hose waters with which Soma sports and de¬ 
lights as a man (sports) with elegant young damsels: 
do thou, priest, approach to obtain them : when 
thou sprinklest them (in libation), purify (them 
with the filter) along with the plants (the Soma). 

6. Verily as young damsels welcome a youth, Varga xxv. 
when desiring (them), he comes to them desiring 
(him), so the priests and their praise and the divine 
waters agree in mind and contemplate (their mutual 
assistance). 2 

7. Present, waters, the sweet-flavoured god- 
exhilarating mixture to that Indra who has made 
an issue for you when enveloped (by the clouds); 
who has liberated you from a great calamity. 

8. Send forth, rivers, the sweet-flavoured beverage 
to him who is your germ, a well of the sweet (Soma- 
juice), that beverage which is mixed with butter 
adorable at sacrifices: hear, opulent waters, my 
invocation. 


1 Here is evident confusion between the Soma personified, 
as the grandson of the waters, and the actual Soma which is 
to be mixed with the water of the Varavail* 

2 The comparison seems to have been lost sight of as indicated 
in the first half of the verse, where, according to Sayan a 1 s 
explanation, the youth and nymphs are the Soma and the 
VasaUvari waters ,■ nothing more is meant than their mixture. 

VOL. VI* G 
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9. Send, rivers, (to our sacrifice), that exhila¬ 
rating wave, the beverage of Indra, which sends 
us both (kinds of fruit), 1 exciting exhilaration, 
desirous (of mixing with the Soma), generated 
in the firmament ; spreading through the three 
(worlds), flowing (amidst the vessels of sacrifice), 
a well (of satisfaction to the gods). 

10. Praise, XLishi , the waters like (those) of the 
cloud-warring Indra, falling in many showers, 
returning, flowing to mix (with the Soma), the 
mothers of the world and its protectresses, 
augmenting and combining (with the Soma). 

Varga xxvi. 11. Direct our sacrifice to the worship of the 

gods; direct our adoration to the acquirement of 
wealth; open the udder 2 on the occasion of (this) 
rite; he to us, waters, the givers of felicity. 

12. Opulent waters, you rule over riches; you 
support good fortune, pious rites, and immortality ; 
you are the protectresses of wealth and of offspring: 
may Saraswati bestow all this opulence on him who 
praises you. 

13. I behold you, waters, coming to (the 
sacrifice), conveying the butter, the water, the 


[The fruit, "whether reward or punishment, of the present 
life (dri&hta), and of a former life (adrishta).^ 

3 Uilhas, according to the comment, is the skin in which the 
Soifia is contained I and yoyu may mean 

the cart on which the Soma is placed, “ Open the skin which 
is on (or below) the sacrificial cart]. 
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sweet (/Somffl-juices): conversing mentally with the 
priests, and bringing the well-effused Soma for 
Indra. 

14, These opulent and life-sustaining (waters) have 
come (to my sacrifice): friendly priests, make them 
sit down; place them on the sacred grass, ye offerers 
of the Soma , conversing with the grandson of the 
waters, 

15. The waters desiring (it) have come to this 
sacred grass, and wishing to satisfy the gods, have 
sat down at our sacrifice: express, priests, the Soma 
for Indra ; to you the worship of the gods is easy. 


Si5kta II. (XXXI.) 

The deities are "V iswe DetAh ; ttie Rishi and metre as before. 

1. May he, who is to he praised by us, his 
worshippers, and to be adored, (Indra), come with 
all his swift (Maruts), for our protection, may we 
he excellent friends with them ; may we be freed 
from all sins. 

2. Let a mortal be ever desirous of affluence, 
(having acquired it), let him worship with oblations 
on the path of the sacrifice: and let him with his 
own intellect meditate upon (the gods): let him 
grasp with his mind the best and most mighty 
(of the universal deities). 

3. The sacrifice has been prepared: the in¬ 
vigorating portions (of the oblation) approach 
the beautiful (god) of excellent birth, as (the 
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waters) at a holy spot 1 (approach the gods): may 
we obtain the happiness of heaven: may we have a 
real knowledge of the immortals. 2 

4. May the eternal (Pea.tapaii), the lord of 
wealth, of generous mind, be willing to bestow 
(benefits on him) to whom the divine Savitri has 
given birth: may Bhaga (induced) by (our) praises, 
and the divine Aryamaa unfold (future rewards); 
or may some (other) gracious (divinity) be inclined 
to favour this (institutor of the rite). 

5. May this (our praise) be accessible like the 
earth at dawn, when the glorious (gods) assemble 
in their might : may the YIjas, 3 the dispensers 
of happiness, come to us, soliciting the laudation of 
this (their) adorer. 

6. May this glorification, of this (assembly of 
the gods), ancient and frequent, approaching (the 
deities), be widely diffused, (may the universal 
gods), collected together, hearing (future rewards, 


' Say ana, as at a tirtha (sacred ford) the portions of water 
sprinkled in the act of tarpaqa (libation) go to the assembly of 
the gods. The use of the term is worthy of notice, as in¬ 
dicating a considerable advance in legendary mythology, 

2 [Sayana explains naredasak as na na vettdro vettdra eva, he, 
swarhpato jnatara eva, “knowing personally ; ” but it is difficult 
to see how “ not-hnowers,” which is Sayaiia*8 deriration, and 
also that of Pdnini, YL 3, 7o, to whom he refers, can come to 
mean “knowers,” In his comment on I. 34. L,Sayana explains 
it as napareiam vetti, u he does not know falsely.”] 
s [See Yol* I, p, 286, note £,] 
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come) to the common place (of sacrifice) of this 
one who is mighty, 1 which nourishes (them). 

7. What is the forest, which is the tree, out of 
which (the gods) have fabricated heaven and earth, 
ever stationary, and undecaying, giving protection 
to the deities; through numerous days and dawns 
(men) praise (the gods for this). 

8. Not such (is their power); 2 there is another 
greater than they: the creator, 3 4 he sustains heaven 
and earth : possessed of might, he makes a pure 
skin, before his horses bear it to the sun. 1 

9. The sun does not pass beyond the broad earth, 
the wind does not drive the rain from off the earth: 
(I glorify Phajapati) in whom Mitka and Vakuna 
being manifested, disperse their radiance, as Agni 
( spreads his flames) in a forest. 


1 of me who have strength in the nature of progeny, 

z Nailavai, “not so much/* is the whole text; the Scholiast 
explains it, the race of gods is not possessed of so much power* 
namely, that of creating heaven and earth. 

3 The text has ukskd, literally “the bull,” explained as 
“the sprinkler of seed,” i,e, “the creator of people,” Uiran- 
yagarbha . [The Scholiast adds u extremely subtle, in the 
form of wind, consisting of the ling a {i.e* the subtle body that 
accompanies the soul in its migrations, not being destroyed at 
death, when the outer gross body is destroyed) entering the 
waters supports heaven and earth.”3 

4 according to the comment, before creation; apparently 
it is intended to say that the creator took upon himself a 
bodily form, before creating other forms, but the expression is 
obscure. 
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Varga XXIX, 


10. 1 When a barren cow being suddenly impreg¬ 
nated bears (a calf), she the repeller of evils, free 
from pain, self-protected, produces (offspring); 
when (Agni), the ancient son, 2 is generated by his 
two parents, earth ejects the Sami which the priests 
are seeking. 

11. (The expounders of the Yedas) spoke to 
Kanwa, the son of ITrishad, and he the dark- 
tinted, having food, acquired wealth ; (Agni) 
sprinkled (the milk of) the brilliant udder for the 
dark(-complexioned sage); no other divinity so 
favours the sacrifice for him. 3 

StjKTA HI. (XXXII.) 

The lilishi as before \ the deity is Ixdea; the metre of verses 
1 to 5 is Jagaii) of the rest Trwh%ubh* 

1. Indra sends his quick-going horses to the 
service of the (worshipper) expectant (of his 
arrival); may he come to the excellent (adorations) 
of the (worshipper), propitiating him by suitable 


1 The mysticism of this verse is obscurely expressed, but the 
comment furnishes a key to it, although it does not explain all 
the allusions. The cow which was barren is the Sami tree, 
which brings forth the Mwattha , and from the wood of these 
two trees are made the arani y the two pieces of wood which 
are rubbed together to produce the sacred fire—the upper and 
harder piece is the Sami (the Acacia Suma), and the lower and 
soft is the Aswaitha (the Ficus religiosa). 

z “ saviour from bell 11 from put and tra. 

3 Sayana cites X. 117, 8, YoL I. p. 3L5, mprd,. 
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means; Indea is gratified by both our (oblations 
and praises), when he recognizes (the taste) of the 
food presented by the offerer of the Soma. 

2. Indea, who art praised by many, thou per- 
vadest the luminaries of heaven and earth with 
thy lustre; may the horses that repeatedly bring 
thee to our sacrifices, pleased by our praise, bring 
affluence to us who are poor. 

3. May (Indea) desire for me this (act of 
sacrifice), the most beautiful of beautiful things, 
(as) when a son proclaims his birth from his 
parents. 1 The wife brings her husband (to her 
side) with gentle words: the good fortune of the 
husband is perfected only as marriage. 2 3 

4. Shine, Indea, upon this elegant chamber of 
sacrifice when our praises desire (thy approach) 
as milch kine (desire) their stalls; since the praise 
of (me) the worshipper precedes (the adoration) 
of the company, and this person accompanied by 
the seven officiating priests is (the offerer) of praise. 

5. The devout (priest) excels (going) towards 
your place of worship: the quick-moving (Indea), 


1 Sayan a says at the time of the Subrahmany^ recitation 

the saerificer proclaims his birth, saying f ‘the son of so and so 
worships. 

3 Sayana’s explanation is defective; be gives an alternative 
explanation—the Soma to be divided for the sake of the heroic 
Indra bearing (? what) to the gods is sanctified-—may Indra 
desire it. 
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the chief (of the priests), proceeds with the Par dr as, 
(the Martjts) ; sprinkle the exhilarating [Soma with 
water) for the protecting (deities), the immortals 
amongst whom praise is (able) to procure wealth. 

Varga xxx. 6. The guardian of the sacred rites of the gods, 

Indra, said to me, (Agni), who had been deposited 
in the waters; 1 the sagacious Indra, following 
thee, Agni, has discovered thee, therefore ad¬ 
monished by him may I, Agni, proceed to heaven. 

7. One who knows not the road inquires it of 
one who knows it; and directed by him who knows 
the way proceeds (to his destination): such verily 
is the good of instruction, and (thereby) one finds 
the path of the things that are to be reached by a 
straight path. 2 

8. To-day (Agni) breathed: he purposed (to con¬ 
duct) these days surrounded (by lustre), and drank 
the sap of his mother (earth): the praise of his 
worshippers) reaches the ever-youthful (Agni), 
and he has become gentle, generous, and well- 
disposed. 

9. (Indra), the possessor of the pitchers, the 


1 There is a play upon the word nidhtyamanam, “being 
deposited,” which is also a title of the fire placed on the altar, 
at the Kurusravana ceremony. 

2 i.e. “the thirsty man finds the right road to the waters 
which have to be reached by a straight path, or taking 
anjmindm as an adjective agreeing with stutim, “not crooked, 
a path which may be easily travelled over.” 
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hearer of the praises of the Kraus, 1 * 3 let us celebrate 
these auspicious adorations of thee, the giver of 
riches : may he, (Indila), be the donor (of affluence) 
to you who are opulent, (in pious offering), and (so 
may) this Soma which I cherish in my heart. 


ADHYA'YA V1IL 
MAN D ALA X. Continued. 
ANXJYA'KA III, Continued. 

Sukta IY. (XXXIII.) 

The deities are various; those of the first verse are the Viswa- 
devaS ) that of the second and third verses is Indea, of the 
two next the Prince Kubtt&ravaxa, son of the Rdja Trasa- 
nAsvir, of the remaining four TJpamaseayas, son of the Rdja 
MitrXtithi deceased; the Rkhi is Kavasha, son of Iitf&HA; 
the metre of the first verse is TruIi talk, of the second Brihatj 
of the third Satobrihati, and of the rest Gdyatri. 

1. The (divinities, the) appointers of men, have 
appointed me to Kukusbavana : I have borne 
Push as on the way: 2 the universal gods are my 
proteetors: the cry is u Duhsasana comes.” 

2. My ribs pain me on both sides, like rival 


1 JTalasa is also explained, (i complete in all the arts ” {hdd 

? lunar digits), Sayan a explains Kurusravana t hearer of the 
praise of priests; this word occurs in the next Sukta as the 
name of a prince. 

3 [Sayana cites the TaiUiriya-Samhitd) IX, 2, I, 


Varga I, 
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wives: disease, nakedness, hunger, afflict me: my 
mind flutters like a hird. 

3. Afflictions consume me, thy worshipper J?ata- 
kratu, as mice (eat) threads, 1 * for once, Indr a, 
possessor of opulence, grant us felicity ; be to us as 
a father. 

4. I, the Xlishi , solicit (wealth) of the munificent 
prince Kurusrayana, the son of Trasadasyu for the 
priests. 

5. Whose three horses bear me pleasantly in the 
chariot; I praise him at the ceremony in which he 
presents thousands. 

Varga ix. 6. s Upamasravas, the words of whose father were 
sweet, like a pleasant field given to a beggar. 

7. Come to me, my son, grandson of Mit ra tttht • 
I am the eulogist of thy father, 

8. If I were lord over immortals and mortals, 
then should my munificent (benefactor) live. 

9. Ko one lives a hundred years 3 passing the 
limit fixed by the gods ; so he is separated from his 
friends. 


1 [Sayana, “ threads that have been washed.”] 

3 This and the following verses are supposed to be consolatory 
verses addressed by Kava&ha to Vpamasravas on the death of his 
father king Mitraliihi. 

3 [So Sayana, hut it is probably, “ No one, even if he have a 
hundred lives, can live beyond the limit fixed,” etc.] 
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StJXTA T. (XXXIV.) 

The deities of the first, seventh, ninth, and twelfth verses are 
the dice (akshdk), of the thirteenth agriculture (ftnsAt), 1 and 
of the rest the gamester and dice; the Jtuhi is Kayasha or 
Aksha, son of Mt^javat ; the metre of the seventh verse is 
Jagati) of the rest Truhtuhh, 

L The large rattling dice exhilarate me as Varga in. 
torrents borne on a precipice flowing in a desert: 2 
the exciting dice 3 4 animate me as the taste of the 
Soma of Haujavat 4 (delights the gods), 

2, This (my wife) has not been angry (with me), 
nor was she overcome with shame; kind was she 
to me and to my friends; yet for the sake of one 
or other die, I have deserted this affectionate spouse, 

3, My mother-in-law reviles me, my wife opposes 
me; the beggar meets no compassionate (bene¬ 
factor) : I do not realise the enjoyment of the 
gamester any more than that of a valuable horse 
grown old, 

4, Others touch 5 the wife of him whose wealth 
the potent dice covet: his mother, father, brothers 


1 [On the text of Sayana, see Max Miiller, vol. v. p. Iy.J 

2 [Rather (as Sayana also takes it) trine vavritdndk refers to 
the dice “ rolling on the dice board/’ This must be the meaning 
of trine in verse 9, where I have accordingly altered the trans¬ 
lation,) 

2 Vibhztakdy the seed of the Myrobalan t used as a die. 

4 A mountain, where it is said the best Soma shrub is found. 

* Parinirisanti, they drag her by her clothes or her hair. 




92 


EIG-VEDA SANHITA. 


say, “We know him not, take him away bound 
(wherever you will).” 

5. When I reflect, (then I say), “I will play no 
more with them.” I pay atteution to my friends 
who desert (me); and the tawny dice rattle as they 
are thrown; I hasten to their accustomed place as 
a harlot (to an assignation). 

Varga iv. 6. The gamester goes to the gaming table, 
radiant in person, and asking himself, “ Shall I 
win?” 1 The dice increase his passion for play as 
he practises the arts of (gambling) with his 
adversary. 

7. Dice verily are armed with hooks, with goads, 
pricking, paining and torturing (the gamester): 
to the winning (player) they are the givers of sons, 2 
they are tipped with honey ; slaying him in return 
by taking away the gambler’s (all). 3 

8. The aggregate fifty-three of them are played 
as the divine truth, observant Savitei, (travels): 4 


1 Say ana, “ asking what rich man is there here; I shall beat 
him*” 

* By acquiring wealth through their means a family may be 
reared, 

3 [Say ana’s explanation takes the words somewhat out of their 
order ; he interprets bttrhund aS p&vivfiddhentz sarvaswaharanend.^ 

4 This is rather unintelligible, the comment says, as the Sun 
roams (viharati^) in the world, so the heap of dice mores or 
plays on the dice table {cisph&re)* It seems from the comment 
as if fifty-three dice were used, akshikdk pray end idvadbkir 
ahhair devyati } “gamblers usually play with so many dice*” 
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the dice bow not befoi*e the wrath of any, however 
violent; a king himself pays them homage. 

9. Now they abide below ; now they palpitate on 
high; handless, they overpower him who has hands: 
east upon the dice-board like coals from the sky, 
even though cold they burn the heart. 

10. The deserted wife of the gamester is afflicted: 
the mother (grieves) for the son wandering wherever 
he likes; involved in debt, ever in fear, anxious 
for wealth, (the gambler) goes forth by night to 
the dwellings of others (to plunder). 

11. The gamester, having observed the happy Varga v. 
wife and well-ordered home of others, suffers 
regret: yet in the forenoon he puts to the tawny 
steeds, and at night the sinner lies down by the 

fire. 

12. Dice, I offer salutation to him who has been 
the general of your great army, the chief lord of 
your host: I do not provide him with wealth: 1 
I raise my ten (fingers) to the east; that (which) 

I speak (is) the truth. 

13. Giving serious attention (to my advice), play 
not with dice: pursue agriculture: delight in 


Perhaps also it may have been usual to throw them from east 
to west, which would render the comparison with the Sun 
com prehen sible. 

1 JVa dhana runadhmi should he, “I do not withhold my 
wealth,” but the comment renders it na sampradayavu. 
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Varga YI. 


wealth (so acquired): there, 1 gambler, are cows; 
there 1 is a wife; so has this (visible) sovereign 
/S 'avitri declared to me. 

14. Be friends with us (Dice); bestow upon us 
happiness; approach us not in terrible wrath; let 
your anger light upon our enemies ; 2 let our enemy 
fall under the bondage of the tawny (dice). 

StfXTA VI. (XXXV.) 

The deities are the Yiswabevas ; the Itishi is Lbs a, son of 

DhamAxa ; the metre of the last two verses is Trishtulh, of 

the rest Jagatb 

1. The fires that are connected with Ikdka are 
awate, bringing light at the opening of the dawn: 3 
let the great heaven and earth be cognisant of 
that office: to-day we solicit the protection of the 
gods. 

2. We solicit the protection of heaven and earth : 
(we solicit) the maternal rivers, the mountains with 
their lakes, 4 the sun and the dawn, for freedom from 
sin : may the Soma that is now effused secure to us 
to-day good fortune. 

3. May the vast maternal heaven and earth this 
day preserve us for our happiness, free from sin: 


1 [There, in agriculture,] 

[Properly, let your hostile wrath against us settle down, 
t.e. grow calm, cease.”] 

3 [Sayana, "when the dawn repels the darkness.”] 

4 Lit, u the mountains of (the lake) Sarym&vat” 
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may the opening 1 dawn drive away our sin, we 
solicit the kindled fire for our welfare. 

4. May this first Dawn, the possessor of wealth, 
open; 2 bringing to us who are liberal (a season) 
fit for the gods, abounding with riches : we con¬ 
sider the anger of the malevolent (to be) remote : 3 
we solicit the kindled fire for our welfare. 

5. Dawns, who are associated with the rays 
of the sun, bringing light at the opening (of the 
day), shine upon us to-day, propitious, for our 
subsistence; we solicit the kindled fire for our 
welfare. 

6. May the salutary dawns hasten to ns: may y^,, yjj 
the fires blaze up with great lustre, and may the 
Aswins harness their quick-going chariot : we 

solicit the kindled fire for our welfare. 

7. Savitri, this day bestow upon us an excellent 
and eligible portion, for thou verily art the dis¬ 
penser of wealth: I recite the praise (of the gods) 
which is the progenitress of riches: we solicit the 
kindled fire for our welfare. 

8. May that glorification of the gods which men 
repeat in connexion with the rite preserve me: 
the sun rises visiting all the lustre of the dawu: 
we solicit the kindled fire for our welfare. 

9. On strewing the sacred grass, and bringing 


1 [Sayana explains uchchhanii as "driving a way the darkness. JJ 1 

z [See note to preceding verse,] 

3 [Sayana, “ we put it far off. 1 *] 
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the stones into contact (with the Soma)) whereby 
our wishes are accomplished , 1 we solicit to-day the 
benevolent (Adittas) : abiding in the happiness 
of those Adityas, thou discharges!, worshipper, thy 
duties 5 2 3 we solicit the kindled fire for onr welfare. 

10. On this our sacred grass, spacious and 
bright, where the gods delight together, do thou 
(Agni) seat the seven ministrant priests, Indra, 
Mitra, Varuna, Bhaga, I praise the gods for their 
bounty;* we solicit the kindled fire for our welfare. 

Varga VIII. 11. Adityas, come to our ceremony, being 
well-pleased protect the sacrifice for our growth: 
we solicit for our welfare Brihaspati, Push an, the 
Aswins, Bhaga, and the kindled fire. 

12. Divine Aswins, bestow upon ns an excellent, 
spacious, man-protecting dwelling, for our cattle, 
our sons and our grandsons to exist; we solicit 
the kindled fire for our welfare. 

IB. 4 This day, may all the Maruts, all the 


1 Sayan a takes manmmm sddhe (lit, u on the accomplishment 
of our wishes ”) as in apposition with or an epithet of yoge r 
“ the bringing into contact, which is the accomplisher {sadhake) 
of our wishes.” 

2 Bhuranyazi is explained kartavydni karmdni hibharshij “thou 
practisest the acts that are to be performed.” 

3 Sayana arrives at this exposition by collecting the words 
devan Ue and Sdiaye from differen t parts of the verse* 

4 Yajur Yeda, XYIIL 31, Mahidhara explains the words iiH 
and avasd, which Sayan a always renders protection (rakshanam), 
by tar pan am and tuehti , satisfaction and pleasure. 
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(deities), be for our protection; and may all the 
fires be kindled. May all the gods come for our 
preservation, and may all wealth and food be ours. 

14. Gods, who are prompt (to grant our desires), 
may he, whom you guard in battle, whom you 
defend (from his enemies), whom having extricated 
from sin, you gratify (in all his wishes), who 
(secure) in your protection, knows not of fear, may 
we (who are all this) be assiduous in offering sacri¬ 
fice to the gods. 

StfKTA VII. (XXXVI.) 

Deities, Sishi t and metre as before. 

1. I invoke the vast and beautiful day and Varga ix. 
night, heaven and earth, Mitra and Yaruna with 
Artaman, In ora, the Maruts, the mountains, the 
waters, the Adityas, heaven and earth, the waters 

(of the firmament), the whole (host of the gods). 

2. May the intelligent and truthful heaven and 
earth defend us from sin, and from the malignant: 
let not the malevolent Nirkiti 1 have power over 
us : we solicit to-day this protection of the gods. 

3. May Aditi, the mother of the opulent Mitra 
and Yaruna, preserve us from all sin, may we 
hasten to celestial light, which is free from 
oppressors: we solicit to-day this protection of the 
gods. 


1 Mriiyudemid (the divinity of death), according to the 
comment. 
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4. May the sounding stone drive away Rdkshasas , 
evil dreams, Nieriti, and every spirit of ill: may 
we obtain the happiness of the Adityas and the 
Maruts : we solicit to-day this protection of the 
gods. 

5. May Ixdra sit down upon the sacred grass: 
may Ila 1 be propitious: may Beihaspati the 
singer hymned with Sdmcms honour us: we offer 
an intelligent prayer for life: we solicit to-day 
this protection of the gods. 

Varga x. 6. As wins, make our sacrifice ascend to heaven 
free from injury, happy for the attainment of our 
desires; make the fire to which she is offered blaze 
up towards (the gods); we solicit to-day this pro¬ 
tection of our gods. 

7. I invoke for their friendship, the deservedly 
invoked, purifying, beautiful troops of the Maruis, 
the givers of felicity, the dispensers of riches: we 
meditate upon them for the attainment of abundant 
food: we solicit to-day this protection of the gods. 

8. We offer the Soma , the protector of the 
waters, aifiuent in life, the delighter of the gods, 
who is well praised, the glory of sacrifice, the 
brilliant-rayed, the vigour which we desire: we 
solicit to-day this protection of the gods. 

9. Living with living offspring, and free from 
fault, let us make offerings (to the gods), sharing 


1 [According to Sayana, “the firmaments! voice,” i.e. thunder.] 
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with those who share with us : may those who hate 
the Brahmans carry off our iniquity in different 
directions: we solicit to-day this protection of the 
gods. 

10. Gods, who are entitled to the worship of 
men, hear (our prayers), and grant us that which 
we request: (bestow upon us) the intelligence 
requisite for victory, and fame with wealth, and 
male progeny: we solicit to-day this protection of 
the gods. 

11. We implore to-day the especial protection of Yurgaxr. 
the mighty, the great, the irresistible, gods, that 

we may obtain riches, and male progeny: we solicit 
to-day this protection of the gods. 

12. May we free from sin be in the (enjoyment 
of the) happiness of the mighty kindled Agni ; and 
in (the keeping of) Mitra and Vartjxa for our 
welfare: may we be among the excellent progeny 
of Savitri : we solicit to-day this protection of the 
gods. 

13. Universal gods, who (take part) in the 
functions of Savitri, the parent of truth, of Mitra 
and Varuxa, confer upon us auspicious and 
honourable wealth, comprising male progeny, and 
cattle, and (pious) acts. 

14. May Savitri on the west, Savitri on the 
east, Savitri on the north, Savitri on the south, 
may Savitri send us all desired wealth, may 
Savitri bestow upon us long life. 
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StTKTA VIII. (XXXVII.) 

The deity is Siakya ; the Rishi his son Aehitapas ; the metre is 

Jagat'i, except in the tenth verse, in which it is Trhhtubh. 

Varga xii. 1. (Having offered) adoration to Surya, the 
beholder of Mitra and Varuka, the mighty, the 
divine, the far-seer, the god-born, the manifester 
(of all things), the son of heaven; celebrate the 
rite enjoined by him, and sing his praise. 1 

2. May that word of truth everywhere protect 
me, through which it is that the heaven and earth, 
and days and nights, extend; all the rest of creation 
which trembles has rest (there); the waters daily 
(flow), the sun rises every day. 

3. hfo ancient Rakshasa abides, SIjrya, near thee, 
when thou desirest to yoke to thy chariot thy rapid 
steeds: one ancient radiance 2 follows (thee) whilst 
thou risest with another. 

4. With that light, Surya, with which thou 
dispersest the darkness, and with that radiance with 
which thou quiekenest every moving thing, remove 
from ns all famine, neglect of oblations, sickness, 
and evil dreams. 


hlahidhara (Vajnr Veda, It. 35) proposes other explana¬ 
tions, as taking the genitive for the dative it might be salutation 
to the Sun, as JRitrti and l uni, in which case c}itzkshu8& stands 
alone the Se6? j ot jlfitva and V^dTUUd may typify the world. 
There are other variations, but they are of no importance. 

‘ % - e - the light of the moon \_prachmam may mean “turned 
towards the east.” Say ana does not explain it]. 
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5. When invoked, thou who art gentle protectest 
the rite of every (worshipper): thou riaest after the 
swadhd offerings; when to-day we call upon thee, 
may the gods be propitious to our sacred acts. 

6. May heaven and earth, may the waters, may 
Indiia, and the Maruts, hear this our invocation 
and this our praise: may we not be in sorrow at 
the sight of the Sun : living long, may we attain 
a prosperous old age. 

7. May we, constantly happy in mind, sound of Varga xm. 
sight, blessed with posterity, exempt from sickness, 

devoid of sin, daily (worship thee): may we, enjoy¬ 
ing long life, behold thee, Stjeya, who art the 
cherisher of thy friends rising day by day. 

8. May we, enjoying (long) life, 1 day by day 
behold thee, Shrya, who glancest over all things, 
invested with great lustre, radiant, giving joy to 
every eye, and rising above the vast and mighty 
(ocean). 

9. Golden-haired Stjrya, by whose guidance all 
beings move (by day), and repose by night, 2 do 
thou come to us with freedom from sin, and more 
felicitous (life) 3 every day. 


1 [So Sajana ; properly, “living prosperously may we attain 
oM age* "j 

2 [Properly tc by whose banner all things go forth (to work)*, 
anti by whose rays (aktubMk) they go to rest,”] 

3 [8 ay an a takes vasyasd with ahn&j u with an extremely 
felicitous day* ,, j 
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10. Be propitious to us with light; be propitious 
to us with sunshine; be propitious to us with 
warmth; be propitious to us with frost; and grant 
us, Surya, various wealth, whereby we may prosper 
on the road and in the house. 

11. Bestow, gods, felicity upon both (classes) of 
our living beings, bipeds and quadrupeds, so that, 
whether they be eating or drinking, they may be 
strong and healthy; so grant to us happiness, 
pleasure and freedom from sin. 

12. Whatever sin, great and exciting the wrath 
of the gods, we have committed against you, 0 
gods, by the tongue, or the working of the mind, 
do you, Yasus, transfer that sin to him, who 
assailing terrifies us. 

StfKTi IX. (XXXVIII.) 

The deity is Indea ; the Rishi is Ixbea, “ mushkavisMta ”; the 
metre is Jagati, or (according to others of the school of 
Tandava and Satyayana) Ik mi a Hr SDK ay at, 

Varga xiv. 1, Thou shoutest, Indra, in this glorious and 
arduous conflict, and assistest us to the acquire¬ 
ment (of spoil), in this battle where cows are won 
and men overpowered, wherein the weapons descend 
on every side upon the fierce and courageous com¬ 
batants. 

2. Do thou, Indra, heap up in our dwelling 
famous riches, comprising food and herds of cattle: 1 


1 [Sayana, “ where cattle are abundant like water.”] 
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may we, Sakha, be vigorous (through the favour) 
of thee, the victorious: grant us, Vasu, that which 
we desire. 

3. Indra, the praised of many, may he who 
proposes to assail us, whether he he a Dasa , 1 au 
Arya, or an enemy of the gods; through thy aid 
may all (such) foes be easily overcome by us: 
through thee may we destroy them in battle. 

4. Let us bring before us to-day for our pro¬ 
tection that Indra, the pure, the renowned, the 
leader of rites, who in the man-destroying, all- 
devouring conflict, is the winner of wealth; who is 
to be invoked by few and by many. 

5. Indra, showerer of benefits, I have heard of 
thee, the self-mutilator, the giver of unexpected 
strength, encouraging the prosperous: set thyself 
free from Kutsa, 2 and come hither: how should 
such a one as thou remain so bound ? 


1 Adeva, as above* 

2 A legend is here somewhat obscurely narrated, that Kidm 
and Lusd having summoned Indea at the same time to their 
respective sacrifices, he went first to Kutm f who then detained 
him, having fastened him by the scrotum with a hundred leather 
thongs. This verse is addressed to Indra by Lum, exhorting 
him to free himself. Sayana refers to the Satyayana Bmhmana 
and the Chhandoga Brahmana, 



104 


RIG-YEDA SANHITjC 


StjKta X. (XXXIX.) 

The deities are the Astons; the Rishi is GhoshI, daughter of 

Kaksbivat, a Beahmatadx^I ; the metre of the last verse is 

Trwhiubh f of the rest Jagati. 

VargaXY* AYe from very ancient times invoke, Aswins, 

by a name as venerable as that of a father, this 
your glorious chariot, which travels all around, 
which turns well, and which is to be invoked 
morning and evening by the worshipper. 

2. Stimulate, Aswixs, our words of truth, perfect 
(our) sacred rites, and inspire (our) numerous 
faculties; this (is what) we wish; grant us a 
glorious portion (of wealth); put us like pros¬ 
perous Soma amongst the affluent. 

3. You, Nasatyas, are the good fortune of a 
damsel 1 growing old in (her father’s) mansion ; the 
preservers of the famishing, (the protectors) of the 
abject, of the blind, of the feeble, 2 they call you the 
physicians of the sacrifice. 

4. You made the aged Chyayaxa, 3 when like a 
worn-out chariot, again young and able to go: you 
bore the son of Tugra 4 above the w r aters ; all these 
your (exploits) are to be celebrated at our sacrifices. 

5. I proclaim, Aswins, your ancient exploits 
among the people, for you were the physicians, the 


1 GItoskd, see VoL L p. 315. 

2 Compare I. 112. 8, VoL I. p. 290. 

3 See VoL I. p. 308. 4 U. Bhujyu, See VoL I. p. 307. 
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bestowers of felicity : we count you two worthy 
to be praised for (our) preservation: so that this 
worshipper, 1 ISTasatyas, may believe (in you). 

6. I here, (Ghosha), invoke you. Hear my Varga, xvi. 
(invocation), As wins, give me (wealth) as parents 

give to a son ; before (it come) beyond the reach of 
(a curse) that has no relatives, ungrateful, without 
kinsfolk, without belief, (pursues me): save me 
from that curse before (it reach me). 2 

7. You brought, Sundhyu, 3 the daughter of 
Purumitba to (her husband) Vihada : you came 
at YadhkimatI’s invocation, and gave excellent 
offspring to her who was full of wisdom. 4 

8. You made young again the life of the sage 
Kali, 5 when approaching old age, you rescued 
Vandana 6 from the well; you quickly enabled 
Vispala 7 to walk. 


1 [Arih, probably “ enemy,” but explained by Say ana as 
il goer, lord, worshipper*”] 

2 [The epithets anapih, etc,, properly apply to. Ghosha, who, 
being a leper, could not marry.] 

2 YoL I. p, 294, verse 19 ; p* 306, verse 1, 

4 YoL I. p, 310, verse 13* [Say ana here says the As wins 

heard her invocation in battle when her hand was cut off and 
gave her a golden hand* This seems to be a later legend arising 
from the name (Hiranyahasta) of the son given to her.] 

6 YoL I. p* 292, verse 15* 

6 Vandana 7 s extrication from a well is repeatedly mentioned, 
e*g* YoL I, p* 289, verse 5 ; hut here the Scholiast says he had 
thrown himself into it through grief for the death of his wife. 

7 YoL L p, 291, verse 10, and p* 311, verse 15. 
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9. Aswins, sheddera of rain, you extricated 
Kebha 1 when he was placed in a cave and was 
dying: 2 you made the heated fire-pit cool for Atri: 3 
you gave (liberty) to Saptavadhri. 4 

10. You gave, Aswins, to Pedu 5 6 7 a strong white 
horse with nine-and-ninety (other) steeds,® (a horse) 
active (in combat), putting to flight the friends (of 
the foe), worthy to be invoked, a source of delight, 
like wealth to men. 

Varga xvii. 11. Lofty sovereigns, worthy of invocation, 
going on roads which are praised in hymns, 
Aswins, the man whom with his wife you place in 
front of (your) car, encounters not from any quarter 
wickedness, difficulty, or danger. 

12. Come, Aswins, with the chariot that is 
swifter than thought, which the Ribhus made for 
you; in connection with which the daughter of 
heaven, (the dawn), is horn, and both the auspicious 
day and night from Yivaswat. 

13. Do you two, Aswins, climb the path to the 
mountain with your triumphant chariot ; 1 you have 


1 Vol. I. p. 289, verse 5, but there it is said he was saved 
from a well; the term guhd here used means any cavity or 

secret place. 

% [Properly “dead.”] 3 Vol. I. p. 290, verse 7. 

* See Vol. III. p. 366, verses 6 and 6, 

i See Vol. I. p. 307, verse 6. 

6 [Properly “strong with nine-and-ninety strengths.”] 

7 Vol. I. p. 312, verse 20; Vol. IV, p, 2, verse 7. 
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renovated for Sayu 1 the (barren) milch cow: you 
liberated by your acts the quail that had been 
seized from the jaws of the wolf. 2 

14. For you, Aswins, we have made, we have 
built this praise, as the Bhbtgus (built) your car: 
cherishing (this praise) like a son, the eternal 
performer of rites, we have decked (with ornaments 
your laudation) amongst men, as if it had been 
a wife. 

SiJxta XI. (XL.) 

Deities and Jlishi as before; metre, Jagaii. 

1. What (worshipper), O leaders of rites, and Varga xvni. 
where (abiding) glorifies for his good, by his praise 

at the rite, your radiant moving chariot, going (to 
the sacrifice) at dawn, all-pervading, and bearing 
(wealth) day after day to one man after another ? 

2. Where are you, Aswins, by night ? where are 
you by day ? where do you sojourn ? where do you 
dwell? who brings you into his presence in the 
same place (of sacrifice) as on her couch a widow 
(brings) her husband’s brother, as a woman (brings) 
her husband (to her). 

3. Leaders (of rites), you are glorified at dawn 
like two ancient (monarchs) by the voice (of the 
caller): 3 entitled to worship, you go day by day 


1 YoL I. p. 318, verse 20* % YoL I« p* 310, verse 14, 

3 Say ana explains jar and as “ two kings, old or great by 
sovereignty,” and kdpayd as “the song of the bard or herald, 
who awakens (a great man) at dawn*” 
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to the dwelling (of the worshipper) : of whose 
(faults) are you the destroyer ? to whose oblations 
do you repair like princes ? 

4. Like persons hunting two wild elephants, 1 
we praise you, Aswins, with oblations night and 
day: at all due seasons, leaders (of rites), (the 
worshipper) offers j 7 ou the oblation; do you, who 
are rulers of the shining (rain), bring food to 
mankind. 

5. Attending upon you, Aswins, leaders (of 
rites), I, Ghosha, the daughter of king (Iaakshi- 
yat), speak to you and request you; he (present at) 
my (sacrifice) by day, and be (present) by night, 
be able (to grant favour) to the son of my brother, 
who has horses and a chariot. 

Varga xix, 6. Sage Aswins, stand by your chariot; make it 
approach (the sacrifice) of the worshipper, as Kutsa 
( made his chariot approach) men, 2 the fly carries 
your honey, Aswins, in its mouth as a woman 
carries purified (honey). 3 

7. You came, Aswins, to the rescue of Bhujyu, 
yon came to the rescue of Vasa, you came to 
Sinjara 4 to (hear) his desirable (praise): the offerer 


1 Sayana’s explanation is strange, “hunting two elephants like 
tigers.” 

2 Sayana takes no notice of vis ah, hut has merely “ as Kutsa 
and Indra ride in the same chariot.” 

3 [Sayana cites I. 119. 2 (Yol. I. p. 323).] 

1 [Sayana cites VIII. 5. 25 (Yol. 1Y. p. 238). He says here 
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of oblations besieges your friendship; and I desire 
happiness through your protection. 

8- Yerily, Aswrxs, you protect the feeble man: * 1 
you protected Saytj : you protect him who worships 
according to rule, and the widow, (V adhriHATJ f) ; 
you set open, 0 Aswins, for the donors of oblations 
the seven-mouthed 2 thundering cloud. 

9. The bride, Aswins, has been born, let the 
husband approach: may the plants spring up (for 
him) after the rain : for him may the streams flow 
as if from a declivity: may he invulnerable have 
the power of a husband over her. 

10. The husbands who weep for the life (of their 
wives), 3 make them sit down at the sacrifice, hold 
in a long embrace, (and) send the Pitris this 
desirable offspring, upon these husbands the wives 
(bestow) happiness in order to be embraced. 

13, We do not know this (happiness) of his; Varga 
do you, (Aswins), clearly explain how it is that the 


the Sinjdra was an Airi r and that the Aswins came to rescue 
him from a fire-pit*J 

1 [Or Krisa (a proper name).] 

2 Saptdsyam is literally seven-mouthed, but the Scholiast 
seems to understand by it, “ having shifting doors or openings,” 
sarpanasitadwdrmi ; according to the Scholiast, Ghosha, having 
become eligible as a wife, here expresses her desire for a husband. 

3 Jivam rudanti is literally “ they weep for the living.” 
Sayana explains it as “weep for the life (of their wives),” 
“by their very weeping they desire to (pray for) their wives 1 
lives.” 
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Varga XXI. 


young (husband) dwells in the bride’s bouse; let 
us, Aswixs, repair to the dwelling of (my) dear 
youthful, vigorous, and manly husband: this is our 
desire. 

12. Aswixs, rich in food, lords of water, twin 
(associates), may your good will devolve (upon us), 
may the desires (of our hearts) be attained: you 
have been my protectors: may we, (being) beloved, 
attain the habitation of a husband. 

13. Exulting, do you bestow riches, comprehend¬ 
ing male progeny, in the house of my husband, on 
me, who desire to praise you; lords of waters, 
make the sacred ford good to drink: remove the 
tree that stands in the road and the malevolent 
(enemy). 

14. Aswtns of goodly aspect, lords of water, 
in what place, among what people, do you to-day 
delight ? who now detains you ? to the house of 
what sage, or of what sacrificer, have you repaired ? 

StJKTA XII. (XII.) 

The deities and metre as before ; the Ruhi is Suhastya, the son 
of Ghosh! . 

1. At break of dawn, (Aswixs), we invoke with 
pious prayers your common chariot, praised of many, 
adorable, three-wheeled, frequenting religious rites, 
traversing all space, suitable at sacrifices. 

2. Ascend, Nasatyas, your nectar-bearing chariot, 
which is harnessed at dawn, and set in motion at 
dawn, with which, leaders (of rites), you go to the 
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people who are engaged in worship, to the priest- 
administered sacrifice, Aswins, of (your) adorer. 

3. Come, Aswins, to Suhastya, whether as the 
ministrant priest bearing the Soma in his hand, 
or as the competent lowly-minded 1 feeder of the 
sacred fire; although you go to the sacrifices of 
(some other) sage, (yet) come, Aswins, from them 
to the beverage of the Soma (which I offer). 

stiKTA xnr. (XLir.) 

The deity is Indra; the RisM t Krishna, of the race of Angiras; 
the metre is Trishtubh* 

1. Direct your laudation to him, (Indra), like an Varga sxn. 
archer aiming a larger arrow 2 (to its mark), like a 
decorator (applying his ornaments): surpass by 

your praises, sages, the praises of your adversaries; 
delight Indra, worshipper, by the (offering of the) 

Soma. 

2. Control, worshipper, your friend (Indra), like 
a cow for your milking: awake, Indra, the author 
of decay; bring down for the distribution of wealth 
the hero who is pressed down with wealth like a 
vessel full (of water). 

3. Why, Maghavat, do (the wise) call thee the 
nourisher (of worshippers) ? Quicken me, (Indra), 


1 [This is Sayana’s usual explanation of damumm r but here 
he explains it as fC intending to gire ” {dd?ia manasa)J] 

2 [L&yam is explained by Say ana as “adhering” (from li), 
t.e. “ heart-piercing arrow.”] 
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with wealth, (for) I hear that thou art the quickener 
(of the worshippers); may my understanding, 
Saxra, be productive of works; grant us, Indra, 
a destiny that brings wealth. 

4. The people earnestly call upon thee in battles, 
Indra, (they call upon thee) when standing together 
in the conflict: at this (call) Indra makes him his 
friend who offers oblations; the hero desires not 
friendship with him who presents no libation. 

5. The hearer of the oblation who offers to Indra 
the sharp jSbm<z-juices, like much moveable wealth 
(given to the poor)—for him in the fore part of the 
day Indra scatters his eager 1 and well-armed 
(enemies), and defeats his foe. 

Varga xxiii. 6. May the enemy of that Indra on whom we 
have laid our praise, the lord of affluence, who has 
granted us our desires, be in fear of him even when 
far off: may the food belonging to the country of 
the foe how down before him (to enjoy). 

7. Invoked of many, (Indra), drive far away the 
enemy with that fierce thunderbolt of thine: grant to 
us, Indra, wealth of barley and cattle: render to the 
worshipper his sacrifice productive of pleasant food. 

8. The Indra into whom the sharp abundant 
^oma-juices effused by (the priests), the showerers 
(of the Soma), have entered: he, Mag ha vat, deserts 
not the donor of the sacrifice, but bestows ample 
wealth upon him who presents libations. 


[Or, “having beautiful sons,”] 




SEVENTH ASHTAKA—EIGHTH ADHYXYA. Hg 

9. Having driven away the assailant, he triumphs: 

at the time (of battle) he selects his antagonist as f 0- rev 
does a gambler. The man who, desirous of grati- \c" 
fying the gods, withholds not his riches, him the 
powerful Indra associates with wealth. 

10. Indra, invoked of many, may we escape all 
ignorance caused by poverty by means of our 
cattle: (may we escape) all hunger by means of our 
barley: (may we acquire) the chief 1 riches through 
the princes (of wealth) : may we conquer by our 
valour. 

11. May Brihaspati defend us from a malignant 
(foe) coming from behind, from above, or from 
below; may Indra defend us from foes in front 
and in the middle; may he, our friend, bestow 
wealth upon (us) his friends. 


1 [Or, (f may the chief, acquire richcs. ,, ] 


VOL. VI. 


I 
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Varga XXIV. 


ANUVAKA iy. 

ASHTAKA VII. Continued. 

ADHYAYA VIII. Continued. 

StfxTA I. (XLIII.) 

The deity is Indea ; the Rislti is Kbishna ; the metre of the 
twentieth and eleventh verses is Trishfubh, of the rest Jagati. 

1. My praises, all-acquiring, concentrated and 
eager, glorify Indea: they embrace Maghavat as 
wives (embrace) a husband; as (women embrace) 
a man free from defect for the sake of protection. 

2. Indea, of godly aspect, the invoked of many, 
my mind intent on thee wanders not from thy 
presence; I fix my desire on thee: take thy seat 
like a prince upon this sacred grass, and may tby 
drinking be of this Soma. 

3. May Indea be the remover of thirst 1 and 
hunger, for he, Mahgayat, is lord over precious 2 
riches: these seven rivers of the powerful showerer, 
(Indea), flowing down a declivity, augment food. 

4. As birds perch upon the leafy tree, so the 
exhilarating /SoMa-juioes filling the ladles (repair) 
to (Indea), the summit of them shines through 


1 After explaining amati as “ ignorance,” the Scholiast 
gives aa an alternative explanation “thirst taking away the 
u nd erstanding . 1 f 

2 [Sayana explains vaswak aa “the riches which cover or 
clothe ns, 1 *] 
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their speed, may Indra spontaneously bestow 
excellent light upon man, 

5. As a gambler at play selects his adversary, 1 
so does Maghayat when he overcomes the rain- 
bestowing sun: 2 no one, Maghavat, ancient or 
modern, is able to imitate this thy vigour. 

6. Maghavat, the showerer (of benefits), encom- Varga xxv. 
passes all people: he contemplates the praises of 
mankind: the man in whose sacrifice Saera delights, 
overcomes (foes) wishing to fight by means of his 
pungent ^Soma-libations. 

7. When the ^Soma-juices flow towards Inhra, as 
waters to the sea, as rivers to a lake, then the pious 
worshippers augment his greatness in the (sacrificial) 
abode, as the rain 3 by its heavenly gift, (augments) 
the barley . 

8. As in the world an angry bull rushes (upon 
another), so does Indra, who directs (towards us) 
the waters, the brides of the lord (of earth): when 
(the Soma) is effused, Maghavat bestows light 
upon the man, who gives promptly, who offers 
oblations. 

9. Let the axe (of Indra) be put forth together 
with light: may the easily milked cow of truth, be 


1 See Sukta 42, v. 9. 

5 Inbra’s victory over the sun is said to be Ms taking away 
the moisture or rain from the latter. 

s [Sayan a, “the sender of rain,” vrMtiA=varshitu, the Jcartari 
Hah construction.] 
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Varga XXVI. 


(manifested) as of old ; 1 may the pure and radiant 
Indka shine with splendour; may the lord of the 
virtuous shine brightly like the sun. 

10. Ia'dra, invoked of many, may we escape all 
ignorance caused by poverty, by means of our 
cattle; (may we escape) all hunger by means of 
our barley; (may we acquire) the chief riches 
through the princes (of wealth); may we conquer 
by our valour. 

11. Ifay Brihaspati defend us, from a malignant 
(foe) coming from behind, or from above, or from 
below: may Ixdra defend us from foes in front and 
in the middle; may he, our friend, bestow wealth 
upon (us) his friends. 


StiETA II. (XLIY.) 

The deity and RUM as before; the metre of the first three 
verses is Trishtubh, of the next six Jagati, of the last tiro 
Truhtubh. 

1, Slay IndeAj the lord of wealth, come hither 
with his chariot for his exhilaration ' he who is 
rapid, strong, who, overcoming all the forces (of the 
enemy) by his great insuperable might, (passes) 
through them, 

2. King of men, thy chariot is well stationed; 
thy horses are well trained j the thunderbolt is 
grasped in thy hands: come quickly towards ns, 


1 The axe is the thunderbolt, and the eo^ the thunder. 
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lord of all, by a good path, we will augment thine 
energies when thou drinkest the Soma. 

3. May the fierce, vigorous, exulting horses of 
Indra, firing him hither to us, the king of men, 
armed with the thunderbolt, fierce, the reducer of 
foes, the showerer (of benefits), whose strength is 
real. 

4. Yerilv, Tndra, thou pourest into thy capacious 
(stomach) the protecting (Soma), serving the wooden 
trough, intelligent, holding strength: bestow (upon 
us) vigour: take us into thyself, for thou art the 
lord for the exaltation of the wise. 

5. Let the wealth (to be given by thee) come 
quickly to me, for verily I have glorified thee: come 
to the blessed sacrifice of the offerer of the Soma ; 
for thou art the lord: sit down upon this sacred 
grass: these thy cups (of Soma) are not to he 
insulted by the act (of evil spirits). 

6. They go separately (to the worlds of the Varga xxvll. 
gods) j first those who offer oblations to the gods 

have attained reputation difficult to surpass: those 
who have not been able to ascend the ship of 
sacrifice, have gone down (in the world), wretches 
(plunged) in debt. 1 

7. Thus may those others the ignorant 2 go down¬ 
wards, whose restive horses are yoked; otherwise 


1 So Yaska interprets the passage, 5* 25. 

2 [i.e. neglecting to sacrifice, the rest of the line means that 
though they have the power, they do not sacrifice.] 



118 


BIG-YEDA SANHITi. 


(is it with those) who before (death) are near unto 
liberality, 1 amongst whom precious gifts (to the 
gods) are numerous. 2 

8. (Lndba) has arrested the wandering tremulous 
clouds: the heaven cries out (in alarm): he agitates 
the firmament; he fixes the combined heaven and 
earth: having drunk of the effused Soma , he repeats 
praises in his exhilaration. 

9. I bear this thy well-made goad, 3 (excited) by 
which, Maghavat , thou urgest on the slayers of 
powerful foes. 4 Let tliy abode be at this my 
sacrifice. Accept, Maghavat , who art to be adored, 
(my praise) at the sacrifice at which (the Soma) is 
effused. 

10. Indra, invoked of many, may we escape all 
ignorance caused by poverty, by means of our 
cattle: (may we escape) all hunger by means of our 
barley: (may we acquire) the chief riches through 
the princes (of wealth): may we conquer by our 
valour. 

11. May Bbihaspati defend us from a malignant 


1 [Sayana explains upare by yajvdnah, “ the sacrifices,” 
perhaps reading apare, “the others,” or confusing upare with 
apare P\ 

* It is difficult to imagine a more elliptical, and without very 
free additions unintelligible stanza. 

3 Anhisa, metaphorically for praise, which urges or goads 
one to exertion. 

1 [i.e. the elephants, Airdvata, etc. Saphdrujah really means, 
"striking with the hoof.”] 
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(foe) coming from behind or from above or from 
below: may Ixdba defend us from foes in front and 
in the middle: may he, our friend, bestow wealth 
upon (ns), his friends. 

StJKTA III. (XLV.) 

The deity is Agxt ; the II is hi is Yatsapiu, son of Bhalavdaxa; 
the metre is Trishtuhh. 

1. Agxi 1 was first born above the sky ; as Jdia - 
vedas lie was born the second time amongst ns; 
the friend of man, he was bom the third time in the 
waters; the sage kindling him eternally praises him. 

2. We recognize thy threefold station, A Gin:, and 
thy three (forms); we recognize the many stations 
occupied by thee; we know what thy supreme 
secret appellation (is): we know the source, whence 
thou hast proceeded* 2 

3* He who is well disposed towards men illumes 


1 That is, Agni represents successively the sun, fire, lightning. 
The whole of this Snkta occurs in the Yajmh XII. 18-29, 
The explanations of Mahidhara agree in the main with those 
of Sayan a, with a few variations of no great importance, except 
in the first stanza, in which it is said that AffiNi was first 
generated as prana, or vital air, from the breath of heaven, 
and that man generated him; secondly, that Prajapati (Mahi- 
dbara's explanation of nrimandh) created him eternal in all the 
waters, and that the yajamdm lighting him also gives birth 
to him, 

- Mahidhara gives also the interpretation here followed, u In 
heaven* earth, and mid-air—and as Agni, Vdyu } and Simja— 
as the household and other fires,” Guhd } etc., refers to the 


XXVIII. 
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the Agxi in the ocean (as submarine fire), in the 
midst of the waters: the beholder of men (illumes) 
thee in the centre of the sky : the mighty (Maruts) 
magnify thee abiding in the third region (the fir¬ 
mament), on the lap of the waters. * 1 

4. .Agxi cries aloud like the thundering heaven: 
he licks the earth burning the plants: as soon as 
generated, he contemplates this (conflagration): 
when kindled, he blazes with his (own) radiance 
between heaven and earth. 

5. Liberal, exciter of splendours, depositary of 
riches, granter of desires, preserver of the Soma, 
the inhahiter (of the world), the son of strength, 
(placed) in the waters, the kiug (Agxi) blazes, 
kindled at the commencement of dawn. 

C. The manifester of all, the germ of the world, 
Agxi, as soon as born fills heaven and earth (with 
light) : he fractures as he advances the solid cloud, 
for which the five classes of men 2 praise him. 

Varga XXIX. 7. Desiring (oblations), purifying, moving 


Earaes given in the Vedas, which are a mystery to those to 
whom the Vedas are unknown* 

1 Nrimm&h is Prajapati, according to Mabfdhara; Varum, 
according to Sayana. Diva udhan refers to the S\irya-mandala t 
according to Sayana. IFrichahshah is the sun according to 
him ; Prajapaiij according to Ma hid bar a, Mahidhara explains 
maki&hak as vital airs* 

The text has pa?icJi& jatitth if five men, ,J rendered by Sayana 
as usual, Mahidhara says, “the four chief priests and the 
yajarndnaP 
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quickly, 1 sagacious, immortal, Agni has been 
stationed among mortals: he sends forth the 
smoke, 2 and goes wearing a radiant (form), and 
pervading the heaven with brilliant lustre. 

8. Conspicuous, glorious, 3 Agni shines with great 
splendour, moving everywhere, 4 and blazing un- 
surpassingly with glory: Agni became immortal 
through the food (of sacrifice) when the prolific 
heaven engendered him. 

9. Auspiciously radiant and divine Agni, youngest 
(of the gods), grant ample wealth to the eminent 
(worshipper), who presents to you to-day cakes 
dressed with butter, and confer happiness upon one 
devoted to the gods. 5 


1 Arati is explained by Sayana as “going" or the destroyer 
of beings. Mahidhara explains it as parydptamaii, “ of sufficient 
understanding,” or dushteshu pritir&hita “ devoid of affection for 
the wicked.” 

2 Mahidhara attaches arusham to dhumam, “ smoke not hurt¬ 
ing the eyes, or not shining,” and connects lharibhrat, 
“supporting,” with jagat, “the world” understood. 

3 Drisdno rukmah. According to Sayana, the latter is 
equivalent to rochamdnah, epithet of Agm understood. Mahi- 
dhara makes it the devatd (the subject of the verse), meaning 
a gold ornament of the neck, which at a particular time the 
yajamdna is to take off with this mantra. 

* Sayana renders Ayuh as going everywhere. Mahidhara 
gives it the ordinary meaning “life,” and explains, “desiring 
an irreproachable life to give perpetually to people.” What 
this means is not very obvious. 

5 Mahidhara explains gomantam as “radiant,” from go, a ray 
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10. Prosper the worshipper, Agbi, when beautiful 
sacrificial viands (are being offered), when sacred 
praises are being recited (by him). May he be dear 
to StfEYA, dear to Agbi ; may he by a son born, 
or sons to be born, overcome (his foes). 

11. To thee, Agni, the worshippers offer daily 
all desirable treasures; (abiding) with thee, desirous 
of wealth, the sages have set open the pasturage 
frequented by cattle. 

12. Agbi, who art very dear to men, YaiswAbaba, 
the guardian of the Soma , has been glorified by the 
Rishis: we invoke the friendly heaven and earth: 
grant us, gods, riches and male offspring. 


of light, and vrajamurga (a road) “ the way to the solar orb, 
the path of the gods.” 
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ASHTAKA VIII. 

ADHYAYA I. 

MANDALA X. Continued. 

AHUVA'KA IY. Continued. 

Si5kta IV. (XLVI.) 

The deity is Agni ; the Rishi Vatsatri, son of Bhaiandana; 

the metre is Trishfubh. 

1 1 A mighty ministrant priest, one cognizant of 
heaven, though abiding with men, having been 
born, is seated on the lap of the waters: may he, 
the upholder (of sacrifice), who has been stationed 
(on the altar), be to thee when offering worship, 
the giver 2 of food and riches, the protector of thy 
person. 

2. The 7 lishis worshipping him, (when hiding) 
in the midst of the waters, followed him by his 
footprints (as men follow) an animal that is lost: 
the wise Bhrigtts 3 desiring his presence, and 
anxious (to find him), discovered him by their 
prayers lurking in the cave. 


1 Saina Yeda^I. I. 2. 3. 5, reading nrishadmd and mte for m te. 

2 [Sayana “the regulator” (niyamitd).~] 

2 [See Vol. I. p. 220, verse 2. The discovery of Agni, which 
is here likened to the discovery of lost cattle, probably refers 
to the real difficulty which the ancient Hindus felt in generating 
fire by means of two pieces of wood, a difficulty which perhaps 
was one cause of their worship of fire.] 


Varga I. 
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Varga II. 


3. Teita, the son of Vibhtjvas, searching (for 
him), found mighty Agni on the head of the cow: 
he the augmenter of happiness manifested in the 
dwellings (of the pious), the youthful (connecting) 
bond of the resplendent (Sun). 

4. (The priests) desirous (to propitiate him), 
detaining him amongst men have by their adoration 
made him lord over all people, 1 him the exhilarator, 
the piesenter of burnt offerings, the migrator, 3 
the object of sacrifice, the leader of rites, the 
purifier, the hearer of oblations. 

5. 3 Be competent, (priest, to glorify) the victori¬ 
ous mighty Agni, the sustainer of the wise, (even) 
fools (adore) him, the exempt from folly, the de- 
molisher of cities ; conducting the embryo of touch- 
wood, (Agni), like a golden-haired, swift-moving 
(horse), loving praise and wealth, they bring him 
to the sacrifice. 

6. Occupying three (stations), consolidating (the 
dwelling of the worshipper), surrounded (by flames), 
he sits down upon the altar in the chambers (of 
sacrifice); from thence, having accepted (the obla- 


[Oi> separating visum and OfV&tifiij the latter means, accord¬ 
ing to Sdyana, “the goer, i.e. being always in the house of the 
worshipper,” and the former “ for the sake of the worshippers.”] 
[hit. in front j uranchttflij but, according to Sayana, 

“going towards,” i.e. towards the Xhavanfya from the ftiirha- 
patya.j 

Sama \ oda, I. I. 2* 3. 2, reading, Mur air amitram for mum 
dmu) um } and g irbhir vaua for garb ham vanawi* 
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tions) of the people, with intent to give (them to 
the gods), in various ways, he (Agni) goes to the 
gods holding (his foes) in check. 1 

7. The undecaying fires of the worshipper, the 
rescuers from the humiliated (spirits of ill), 2 having 
adorable smoke, purifying, becoming white, swift, 
bearing (the oblation), sitting in the wood, (are) 
like the fast-flowing juices of the Soma. 

8. Agist, who bears off (the oblation) with his 
tongue (of flames), who bears off the hymns of 
praise with (favourable) mind (for the preservation) 
of the earth; him men have appointed as the 
shining, purifying, exulting hotri, the most entitled 
to worship. 

9. Agxi, whom heaven and earth engendered, 
(whom) the waters and Twashtri, and the Brig c us 
by their powers (begot); the adorable one, whom 
MXtariswan first, and the gods fabricated as the 
object of worship for Mastu. 

10. Thee, whom the gods appointed as the 
bearer of oblations, whom men, desiring manifold 
blessings, regard as the object of worship; do thou, 


1 Ayantrair iyaie nr in is literally u by non-restraints he goes 
to meo } ” the Scholiast amplifies the first word into satrtmam 
niyamanaih saha ? “with restraints on his foes/* and renders 
the last two devdn gackckhati, 

2 Yajur Veda, XXXIII. 1 * Mahidhara proposes as one mean¬ 
ing of damdm writr&h, u the protector of the houses ;* ! he also 
gives that of Sayana. 
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Agni, bestow food upon him who praises thee at 
the sacrifice; for the devout worshipper verily 
obtains great renown. 

Sputa y. (XLVIL) 

The deity is Istdea Yaiku^ha (or son of YiethstthI) 1 ; the RUM 
is Saptagu,* of the race of Axgieas; the metre is TrUhtubh. 

Varga riL Ijsdra ? lord of abundant wealthy we, desiring 
wealth, seize hold of thy right hand; we know 
thee, hero, lord of abundant cattle, 1 2 3 give us various 
fertilizing riches, 4 

2, (We know thee to be) 5 6 well armed, a su re 


1 According to the legend quoted by the Scholiast, Yihmthd 
was a female Amra } who, desiring to have a son like Indr a 7 
performed penance (the krichchhra and ehdndrdyana t etc.) 
for the purpose* Indr a } wishing that there should not be 
another like himself, took upon him the state of the embryo 
of Vihmfhd, and was bora as her son. A later mythology 
would have probably connected the name with the heaven of 
Vuhnu. 

2 Sama Yeda, I. 4* 1. 3* 5, 

3 [Such expressions as vasupaie vas&ndm and gopatim goiidm 
are pr ob ably o nly tautological * S ay ana, however, explain s 
them as if they were cumulative or intensive*] 

4 [This refrain occurring at the end of each verse is variously 
interpreted; e.g* chtir&m is explained as “ desirableor 

“ honourable/* vrUhamm as “fertilizing/* or “ a eon* 5J ] 

6 The commentator suggests an alternative explanation which 
would obviate the ellipse implied in this interpretation, viz* 
ulta-gunavisistham ray in deki; “give us wealth, having these 
qualities ** (a'*£. well-armed, etc*)* 
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protector, a safe guide, (renowned throughout) the 
four oceans, the depositary of riches, deserving of 
repeated worship, adorable, the preventer of many 
(ills) : grant us various fertilizing riches. 

3. Graut us, Indra, various fertilizing riches, the 
fit object of prayer, honoured by the gods, large, 
vast, profound, wide-rooted, by means of which the 
Jlishis are heard, fierce, the subduer of thy foes. 

4. Grant us, Indra, various fertilizing riches, 
dispensing food, comprising intelligent male off¬ 
spring, 1 the protector, filling men with wealth, the 
granter of increase, the very powerful, the slayer 
of the Dasyus , the destroyer of cities, the observer 
of truth. 

5. Grant us, Indra, various fertilizing wealth, 
consisting of horses, of chariots, of valiant fol¬ 
lowers, of thousands, of hundreds (of cattle), 
surrounded by beautiful attendants, endowed with 
sages and heroes, the enjoyer of all (benefits). 

6. The praise (addressed to the gods) comes to Varga 
the presence of Saptagu, the observer of the truth, 
the intelligent, the lord of much (praise), who, 
being of the family of Angiras, has approached 
(the gods) with oblations: do thou, (Indra), grant 

me various fertilizing riches. 


1 [Or, as an epithet of Indra } “the hero of the sages.” These 
epithets may of course be applied to Indra as ia verse 2, the 
ellipse being filled up, “We know thee to be,” etc. Say ana 
merely explains it as “an intelligent son.”] 
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Varga V* 


7. My praises, (ray) messengers soliciting (audi¬ 
ence), come to Indra, praying (his) favourable 
(thoughts), heart-touching, spoken from the soul; 
(therefore, Ixdra), grant me various fertilizing 
riches. 

8. Bestow, Ixdra, that which I solicit of thee: 
a large mansion, not held in common with other 
men; and may heaven and earth approve of it: 
grant us, (Ixdra), various fertilizing riches. 

StfKTA VI, (XLVIII.) 

Istbra Yaikustha is both the deity and the Rishi, eulogizing 
himself in reply to Saptagu ; the metre of the seventh, tenth, 
and eleventh verses is Trishfubh, of the rest Jagati. 

1. I am the principal lord of wealth: I conquer 
the treasure of many (adversaries): living beings 
call upon me as (sons call upon) a father; I bestow 
food on the donor of oblations. 

2. I, Ixdra, am the striker off of the head of 
the son of Atharvax. 1 I generated the waters 
from above the cloud for the sake of Trita. 2 I 
carried off their wealth from the Dasyus ; taming 
the clouds for Dadhvaxch, 3 the son of Matariswan. 


1 [Named Dadhyaiich. Sayana cites Satap. Br. XIV. 4. 5, 16, 
and Rig-Yeda, I. llfi. 12. See above, Vol. I. p. 310, note.] 

1 \i.e. Trita Aptya, who had fallen into a well. Sec Vol. I. 
p. 142 note.] 

3 This is of course a different Rishi from Dadhyanch, the son 
of Atharvcm ; the Scholiast calls him Mdtariswanah putrah. 
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3. For me Twashtei fabricated, the iron thunder¬ 
bolt : in me the gods have concentered pious acts: 
my lustre is insupportable, like that of the Sun: 1 
men acknowledge me as lord in consequence of 
what I have done, and of what I shall do. 

4. (I conquered) by my shaft this (wealth) com¬ 
prehending kine, horses, herds, water, and gold; 
I give many thousands to the donor (of the obla¬ 
tion) when libations and praises have afforded me 
delight. 

5. I, Ixdea, am not surpassed in affluence; I 
never yield to death: pouring forth the Soma liba¬ 
tion, ask of me wealth; 0 men, forfeit not my 
friendship. 

6. I destroy those powerful (enemies) two by 
two who defy the (wielder of the) thunderbolt, 
Ixdea, to battle. 2 I slew them challenging (me to 
fight) with (great) slaughter, the unbending (slay¬ 
ing) the bending, uttering stern (menaces). 

7. Single, I overcome my single (adversary): 
(overpowering them) I overcome two foes; what 
can three effect (against me)? I smite numerous 
(adversaries) like sheaves (of grain) on the thresh¬ 
ing-floor; can my enemies who know not Lstdra 
revile me ? 



Varga VI. 


1 [Sayana, iC mj army is bard to overcome, like the sun’s 

lustre” (anifca, lit. “faee”).j 

2 fSayana explains as “the destroyer of foes. J 


VOL. VI. 


K 
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8. I prepared 1 Atithigya 2 for (the protection 
of) the GtnsTGUS , 1 * 3 * I upheld him, the destroyer of 
enemies, as sustenance amongst the people; when 
I gained renown in the great Vritra- battle, in 
which Parnaya and Karaitja 4 were slain. 

9. My praiser, the refuge (of all), was food to 
enjoy; (him, men) use in two ways, to search for 
their cattle, and to be their friend, when I bestow 5 
upon him a weapon in his battles, and make him 
worthy of celebrity and praise. 

10. The Soma is seen in one of the two (com¬ 
batants); the cowherd (Tndsa) manifests the other 
with his thunderbolt c the latter warring against 
the sharp-horned bull, remains in great (darkness) 
bound by the viotor. 6 * * * * 

11. The divine (Ltdra) abandons not the abode 
of the deities, the Abityas, the Vasus, and the 


1 [Sayana takes ishJcaram as a noun, 11 the preparer.”] 

\i.b. the rishi Divodusa, the sou of Atithiyu, according to 
Sayana, who, however, in I. 51. 6 (see Vol. I. p. 137) explains 
atithigva as “hospitable.” See also Vol. I. p. 292.] 

3 The name of a people. 

1 Names of A suras. See Vol. I. p. 147. 

* [Sayana, “ when I appropriate.”] 

6 The verse is very obscurely expressed; but, according to 

the Scholiast, mma, properly “part” or “half,” implies here 

one of two (combatants).” The combatants are the yashlri , 

who offers libations, and the ayashtri, one who does not; the 

latter assails the bull (Ixdiia), 
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Rtjdriyas; may they fashion me for auspicious 
vigour, undefeated, unharmed, unconquered. 


SiSeta TO. (XLTX.) 

Indka Yaiettsthia is as before deity and Jtishi ; the metre of the 

second and eleventh stanzas is Trishfubh, of the rest Jagati. 

1. I give excellent treasure to him who praises Varga til 
me, I render sacred prayer (a source) of greatness 

to myself, I am the instigator of the worshipper: 

I am the discomfiter in every battle of him who 
does not worship. 

2. Those born in heaven, in earth, and in the 
firmament, support me, whose name is Ixdra 
amongst the deities (by their offerings). I (harness 
to my ear) two bay steeds vigorous, many- 
functioned, rapid: I wield for my strength the 
fearful thunderbolt. 

8. I smote A t e a with many weapons for the 
defence of the sage: with those protections I pre¬ 
served Kutsa ; I am the slayer of Sgshxa : I 
grasped the thunderbolt, I who have not given 
the water 1 of the Jtryas to the Dasyu. 

4. Like a father (for a son), I brought under 
subjection to Kutsa, at his desire, the Yetasus 
and Tugra and Smadibha : I have been in place 
of a sovereign to the worshipper when I bring 


1 The Scholiast interprets ndma as udakam , or it may hare 
its ordinary sense* 
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Varga VIII, 


(to him) as to a son acceptable (gifts) for assailing 
(his enemies). 

5. I have brought Mrigaya 1 under subjection to 
Sel'tarvax; when he came to me, (he was) earnestly 
engaged in supplication. I humiliated Vesa for 
Ayu ; I subjugated Padgribiii 2 for Savya. 3 4 

C. I, the slayer of Vritra, am he who crashed 
Navavastwa and Brihadratha, (who crushed) 
DXsa like a Vritra / when I drove to the distant 
shore of the shining world, (both) my augmenting 
and outstretched (foes) one after the other. 

7. Conveyed by the swift white horses of Surya, 
I hasten forth by my power; when the effused 
libation of a man invokes me to the brilliant form 
of the sacrifice, I drive off with my weapons the 
destroyer who is to he slain. 

8. I am the slayer of seven (Aswros): 5 I am the 
especial bond of bonds: I have made Tuevasa and 
Yadu famous through prowess: I have strength- 


1 [An Asura. See Yol. III. p . ms.] 

- This name is variously read in different MSS. JPadgabU and 


3 [A rishi. See Vol. I. p. 135 .] 

* r s ay a ? a explains vritreva ddsam as “like the destroyer, the 
\ritra.” The pada reads vritra ’iva, “like two Yritras." 
Probably vritreva is for vritra iva, the crude put for the ac- 
cusative.] 

4 Almw sapteM, I am the slayer of seven Asuras, as Mamuchi 

and others, or the destroyer of seven cities. [See Yol. II. 
p, 166, verse 2J. 
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oned another (worshipper) with strength: I have 
demolished ninety-and-nine powerful (foes). 

9. The showerer (of rain), I supported the seven 
rivers flowing and meandering over the earth ; doer 
of good deeds, I spread out the waters: I found by 
war a path for man to go in. 

10. I have kept up in them that 1 which no 
deity, not even Twashtui, has maintained, bright, 
desirable, (contained) in the udders of the cows: 
in the rivers (I uphold) the water up to the 
(source of the) water, 2 the delightful Soma and 
the milk and curds. 

11. (Indra speaks as liishi:) In this manner 
doth Indra, the possessor of opulence, the affluent 
in truth, by his energy stimulate both gods and 
men: lord of horses, doer of great deeds, renowned 
(Indra), the eager (priests) glorify all these (thy 
actions). 

StjKTA Till. (L.) 

The deity and Rishi as before; the metre varies, that of the 
first two verses is Jagat'i, of the next two Abhisdrini, of the 
next Trkhtubh, of the last two Jag aid again. 

1. 3 Worship him who is exhilarated by the Varga 
sacrificial food, the mighty Indra, the leader of all 


i [“Them” means "the cows,” and “that” means “the 

>>-j 2 A madhoh. 

3 Yajur Veda, XXXIII. 23. Mahidhara has a few im¬ 
material variations of meaning. 
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men, the creator of all, whose venerable strength 
and abundant food and wealth, heaven and earth 
adore. 

2. That Iitdra, kind to man, the lord of all, 
who is praised by his friend, 1 is to be repeatedly 
honoured by men like me; thou, hero, protector 
of the good, art glorified in the all-sustaining food- 
producing cloud-imprisoned waters. 

3. What men, Indra, are they who (are eminent) 
in offering food to thee, who are desirous of obtain¬ 
ing from thee happiness and opulence, who send 
thee (oblations) for the sake of strength (to fight) 
the Asura, who (send oblations) for the sake of 
obtaining spontaneously-flowing waters and culti¬ 
vable lands, and manly vigour ? 

4. Indra, thou hast become mighty through our 
praise: thou hast become adorable at all sacrifices, 
in every combat thou art the caster down of the 
leaders (of hosts): beholder of all, thou art the 
best and most excellent. 

5. Indra, who art the best of all, quickly protect 
those who are diligent in worship: men know that 
thy protection is great: he undecaying, rapidly 
increase : thou makest all these sacrifices swift. 

6. Thou makest swift all those sacrifices which, 
son of strength, thou thyself supportest ; may thy 


1 [Or, taking sakhyd with nary ah, “ kind to man as a friend, 
praised by all.”] 
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protection be granted for the repulse (of enemies, 
may) wealth (be granted) for our support: the 
sacrifice, the hymn, the sacred text, the voice (is) 
raised (to thee). 1 

7. Sage Indra, the reciters of pious hymns to 
thee who assembled together when (the Soma) is 
effused, (worship thee) for the donation of riches 
and treasures: 2 may they be competent (to acquire) 
thy felicity by the pathway of the mind; when 
thou art exhilarated with the effused Soma food. 

SC-kta IX. (LI.) 3 

The deities are Aeiri, and the Viswaheyas, alternately in the 
even and odd verses of which they are respectively the 
deities and the Riskis ; the metre is Trish{.ubh. 

1. (The gods speak:) Great and very dense is Varga 
the covering enveloped by which, Agni, thou hast 


1 The commentator considers that two things are comprised 
in the udyatam. vachas —the mantra, which is the means of 
enunciating the sacrifice, and the brahma =parivr idham sastram, 
the prayer that is not recited aloud. 

* According to the comment vast'main implies “ abundant 
wealth,” and vasunas “wealth for one house,” or as he further 
explains, the plural implies earthly wealth, the singular wealth 
suited for an abode, that is, the wealth called Swarga (heaven). 

3 A curious legend, to which in a previous portion of this 
work brief allusions have been made, possibly of a more 
primitive character (see Vol. I. pp- 3. 10), is narrated here by 
the Scholiast (partly from the Taittiriya Samhitd, II. G. 6), to 
explain this, and the two following Suktas. Agni had three 
elder brothers, who were killed by T ashathara in the form of a 
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entered into the waters. Agni Jatayedas, one 
deity has beheld all thy manifold forms. 

2. (Agni speaks:) "Who has beheld me? Which 
is it of the deities who has fully seen my manifold 
forms ? Where, jVIitra and Yaren a, do Agni’s 
luminous vehicles of the gods abide ? 

3. (The gods:) We sought for thee, Agni Jata¬ 
yedas, who hadst entered in many ways into the 
waters, into the plants: Yama recognized thee, 
who hast adorable rays, blazing from thy ten hiding- 
places. 1 

4. (Agni:) Divine Yaruna, I have come hither, 
being afraid of Hotra, 2 lest the gods should again 


thunderbolt, and by Jlavirvahana, the oblation-bearer of the gods. 
Agni Saudhika , afraid of sharing the fate of his elder brothers, 
fled and hid himself in the deep water. The fishes betrayed 
his retreat to the gods who were searching for him, and upon 
this discovery the dialogue recorded in these three Suktas is 
supposed to have occurred. [The words VashatMra and 
Ilavirvahana seem used here by Sayana to express proper 
names: it is however obvious that originally at least they 
denoted certain acts—the utterance “vashat!” and the con¬ 
veyance of oblations to the gods; the original form of the 
legend would then be that elder brothers were incom¬ 

petent to perform these arduous duties.] 

These are the three worlds—heaven, mid-air, earth; three 
divinities, Agxt, \ Avrr, Aditta ; the waters, the shrubs, the 
trees, and the bodies of living beings. 

[i.e. Ilavirvahana, who seems here to be a person, see note 
above. There is some confusion in Sayana’s use of this word; 
below, in explaining arlham etam he uses havin'ahana in the 
sense of the act of conveying the oblation.] 





EIGHTH ASHTAKA-FIRST ADHYXyA. 


137 


associate me with him; my forms have therefore 
entered (into the waters) in various places. I, Agni, 
do not consent (to undertake) that office. 

5. (The gods:) Come } Agni, the devout Mash 
(is) desirous of offering sacrifice; adorning thyself, 
thou abidest in darkness: make straight the paths 
traversed by the gods, and with a benevolent mind 
convey our oblations. 

6. (Agni:) The elder brothers of Agni 1 per¬ 
formed that duty, as the driver of a chariot covers 
the road. (They were slain), and therefore, Yarhna, 
I fled afar through fear. I trembled as a wild ox 
(trembles) at the bowstring of the archer. 

7. (The gods:) We grant thee life, Agnt, which 
(is) exempt from decay, so that thus endowed, 
Jatavedas, thou wilt not die; so, becoming con¬ 
ciliated, well-born Agnt, bear their portion of the 
oblation to the gods. 

8. (Agni:) Only grant to me, deities, the con¬ 
centrated portion of the oblation, the Praydjas and 
the Anuydjm exclusively: (give me) the butter 
(the essence) of the waters, and man (the essence) 2 
of the plants; and let the life of Agni be long. 


1 According to the comment* * they were named Bhupati and 
Blmvampati and Bhut&n&mpati, 

* The Praydjas are the portions of the ohlation which are 
to be offered before the pradhdna {? principal ceremony), the 
Anuydjas after it. See VoL L p. 122, Jfrjamvaniam havi&ho 
blidymiy the strong portion of the havi&hj* is that called 


Varga 
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9. (The gods:) Tiiine, Agni, be the Pray eyas 
and Amiyajas exclusively; thine be the concen¬ 
trated portions of the oblations: let this sacrifice, 
Agni, be all thine, and let the four quarters of 
space bow down before thee. * 1 2 

sijkta s. (Lir.) 

The.deities are the Yiswadevas; the Rkli is Agio; the metre, 

Trishtubh. 

Varga xii. x. Instruct me, Viswadevas, since I am ap¬ 
pointed Hotri , how sitting here I ought to praise 
you: declare to me your portion, how you have 
acquired it, and by what path I may convey the 
oblation to you. 

2. Best entitled to the sacrifice, I have sat down 
as the Hotri : all the divine Maeuxs urge me (to 
bear the oblation): the office of the Adhwaryu is 
to be discharged daily, Aswius, by you: let the 
moon* be the Brahman, and let it be also your 
oblation. 


Swishtakrit, the concentrated portion of all the ingredients, 
the cha.ru, purod&sa, etc., after the sprinkling afresh {pratyabhi- 
ghdrana), 

1 Or, “ produced by the plants.’’ Perhaps the burning of 
the dead body as a privilege of A«mt is referred to here. 

2 [The legend contained in this hymn was probably invented 
to account for the triumph of Agni, “the youngest of the 
gods,” over the older deities, Mitra and Vanina. 

8 Samidh should rather be the fuel, but the Scholiast renders 
it the moon, and this again being identical with Soma, becomes 
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3. Who is this, who is the Hotri ? (Afraid) of 
Yam a, * 1 what offering does he hear that the gods 
accept ? Agni is born day by day, and month by 
month, 2 and so the gods have made for themselves 
a bearer of oblations. 

4. The gods have made me the bearer of obla¬ 
tions returning after departure, and passing many 
difficult places: (saying) this Agni is wise; he 
will accomplish the sacrifice for us, whether it be 
that of the five ways, the three kinds, or the seven 
threads. 3 

5. Gods, I solicit of you immortality and ex¬ 
cellent male offspring, that I may offer you adora- 


the oblation. Here is a strange confusion of notions and 
genders. The meaning, however, is the presence cf the three 
chief priests, Aem being the Horni, the Asvrars the Adhwaryu, 
and Soma the Brahma. 

1 [Sayana explains yammya as either depending on bhUah sun 

understood, “ afraid of Yuma, i.e. of death/’ or as meaning 
yajamdnasya and dependent on kam—lcam “ what offering 

of the worshipper.” Wilson gave “(the servant) of Yama” 
referring to Agni as the burner of the dead.] 

2 That is, according to the Scholiast, the agnihotra is made daily 
to the gods, the pitriyajna monthly to the Pitris* and all other 
periodical rites are comprehended under these two, as fortnightly, 
four-monthly, six-monthly, annual. [Others make the daily 
birth refer to the sun, and the monthly to the moon,} 

3 “Of five ways ” refers to the Pankla yujna ; “of the three 
kinds,” the three daily Soma libations; and “of the seven 
threads ” the seven metres of the Mantras (elsewhere explained 
as “ having seven performers ”). 
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Varga XIII. 


tion. I cause Indea to take the thunderbolt in 
his hands, wherewith he may overcome all these 
hostile hosts. 

6. Three thousand three hundred and thirty-and- 
nine deities worshipped Agni, they sprinkled (me) 
with butter, they strewed the sacred grass, and 
then made the invoker of the gods sit down. 


SdKTi XI. (Lin.) 

In verses 1 to 3 and 6 to 11 the Visvttdevas and Agnt are the 
deities, and Rishi respectively, in verses 4 and 5 vice vend ; 
the metre of verses 6, 7, 9-11 is Jagatt, of the rest Truh{ubh. 

1. (The gods:) He whom we sought with 
(anxious) minds has arrived; 1 he who understands 
the sacrifice and is acquainted with its different 
parts; may he who is most skilled in worship, 
sacrifice for us at the worship of the gods, being 
seated (at the altar), talcing place among (the 
priests), and preceding us. 

2. The hotri, most skilled in worship, has been 
sanctified by his seat (at the altar); he con¬ 
templated the sacred offerings reverently placed 
(before him): let us speedily worship with gin 
the gods to whom worship is due; let us praise 
those who are entitled to praise. 

3. He has to-day made our banquet to the gods 


1 That is, the fire is kindled, and then the gods are wor¬ 
shipped. 
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efficacious: we have obtained the mysterious tongue 1 
of sacrifices: he has come, fragrant, clothed with 
life: he makes our oblation to the gods to-day 
auspicious. 

4. (Agni speaks:) I communicate to-day the 
best advice by which we gods may overcome the 
A suras : do you who are the eaters of sacrificial 
food, who are entitled to worship, and you five 
orders of men, be pleased by my (discharge of) 
the office of hotri. 

5. May the five orders of men, may those who 
were born for the sake of ghi, may those who are 
entitled to worship he pleased by my (discharge 
of) the office of hotri : may earth preserve us from 
all earthly sin: may the firmament preserve us 
from heavenly. 

6. (The gods:) Spreading out the sacrifice, follow Varga xiv. 
the illuminator of the world (the sun); protect the 
luminous paths (of the gods) constructed by sacred 

acts: may Agni render the pious works of the wor¬ 
shipper free from defect: become Manu, 2 generate 
the people of heaven. 

7. (The gods to one another:) Drinkers of the 
Soma, bind (the horses) that are to be fastened to 
the pole; prepare the reins; caparison (the steeds); 
accompany everywhere (in your cars) the chariot 


3 \Agni is the tongue of the gods ? by means of him they drink 
the libations.] 

% Sayan a, u be deserving of praise” {munu—vianimja } %tutya)+ 
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which has eight seats with which the gods bring 
us acceptable (wealth). 

8. The AsmanvatI flows along: be alert; rise 
up, cross over, my friends; 1 here let us leave those 
who are unhappy, so that we may cross over to 
auspicious sacrificial viands. 

9. Twashtri knows the arts of fabricating (drink¬ 
ing vessels), the most skilful of artificers bearing the 
sacred drinking cups out of which the gods drink 
—verily he sharpens his axe of good iron, wherewith 
the white-complexioned Brahjianaspati cuts them. 

10. Yerily being sages, (RiBHUs) sharpen the 
instruments with which you fabricate the cups for 
the nectar. Do you, who are wise, prepare the 
mysterious paths whereby the gods have attained 
to immortality. 

11. (The Martjts) placed a female in the en¬ 
veloping hide (of a dead cow), and a calf in the 
mouth (of a dead cow), with mind and tongue, aim¬ 
ing (at deification): daily the generous (fraternity 
of the Ribhus) offers suitable praises (to the gods), 
granting victory over our foes. 


1 It is said (A'sw. grihya-sutra, I. 8) that if a marriage 
procession come to an unfordable river, the first half of this 
stanza is to be repeated, when the bride is put info the boat; 
the second half when she has crossed, M&hfdhara (Yajur-Yeda, 
XXXV. 10) has a very different application, making it part of 
the ceremony of digging the ground for the situation of the 
funeral pile, Asevdh (Sayana “the unhappy ”) he renders 
“evil beings, Rdfahmas'* 
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Si3kta XII. (LIT.) 

The deity is Isdra ; the Riski UanrADTiKTiiA, of the family of 
Vi madeya ; the metre is Trishf ublt. 

1. (I celebrate), Maghavat, the great glory (thou Varga xv. 
hast acquired) by thy might \ when heaven and 

earth alarmed called upon thee, thou didst defend 
the gods, and destroy (their) adversary; (I cele¬ 
brate thy glory), Indra, in that thou gavest 
strength to one person (the worshipper). 

2. When thou proceedest, Indra, increasing in 
form, and proclaiming thy prowess among mankind, 
false is that thy (wandering), false the combats 
which they have narrated \ thou (findest) now no 
enemy (to attack), didst thou formerly find one ? 

3. Who among the liishis before us have ob¬ 
tained the limit of thy entire greatness, since from 
tbine own person thou hast generated at once both 
mother and father (or earth and heaven) ? 

4. Four are the .dsztrs-slaying uninjurable forms 1 
of thee the mighty one: thou knowest them all 
wherewith, Maghavat, thou hast achieved thy ex¬ 
ploits. 

5. Thou hast in thy keeping all treasures, which 
are thine exclusively, whether they be manifest or 
hidden : thwart not, therefore, Maghavat, my 


1 Say ana refers to the next Sukta, Terse 1 ; tlie term in the 
text and in the following Sukta is n&ma, interpreted sarira, 
** body, form.” 
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desire (for wealth) • f or thou art cognizant (of my 
desire), thou art the donor. 

6. To that Indka, who has deposited the light 
in luminous bodies, who has flavoured sweet things 
with sweetness, this acceptable invigorating praise 
has been recited by Brihaduktha, the author of the 
prayer. 

StJKTA XII r. (LY.) 

Deity, Piste, and metre as before. 

AargaXti. j. Thy form held secret by (men) with averted 
faces, is far from hence ) when (heaven and earth) 
alarmed, called upon thee for the sustenance (of the 
world), then thou didst fix in their proximity the 
heaven and earth, illuming, Maghavat, the sons of 
(thy) brother. 1 

2. That mighty mysterious form, 2 desired of 
many, wherewith thou hast engendered the past, 
and (engenderest) the future, the ancient manifested 
light, the beloved of Inbra, into which the five 
(orders of beings) delighted enter. 

3. Ue has filled heaven and earth (with his 
ethereal form) as well as the mid-heaven ‘ he 


1 The brother of Indra is said to be Parjanya (the rain) ; his 
sons are aggregations of water ( udakasartidyaya ). 

2 This the first of the four JVamdni, alluded to in verge i of 
the last Sukta, is said by the Scholiast to he A Ms a, (ether), the 
first and most universal of the created elements, and identical 
with Parameswara (the creator). 
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/0 

contemplates in various aspects the five orders of'^ r 
beings, 1 the classes of seven in their seasons, with w 
the thirty-four (deities,) (endowed) with light of 
like nature, and with various functions. 2 

4. Since thou, TJshas, 3 4 didst shine forth the 
first of luminaries, whereby thou didst beget the 
nourishment of nourishment (the Sun); unequalled 
is the mighty greatness of thee who art mighty, 
since thy relationship is downwards (towards us), 
though thou art stationed on high. 

5. The grey-haired has swallowed the warlike 
(man), the scatterer of many foes, in battle being 
young; behold the power of the deity (endowed) 
with might; he dies to-day ; he is alive to-morrow. 1 


1 Lit. “ the five gods,” bat according to Say ana, the five 
orders, viz. gods, men, Pitvh r Aswim, and Rdfahasas* The 
** classes of seven ” arc the seven troops of the Maruts, the seven 
rays of the sun, the seven senses, the seven worlds, and other 
things that are classed by sevens. The thirty-four deities are 
the eight Fasus, eleven Rudras , twelve Aditijas, Praj&pati, 
Vashathdra and Vir&j * 

2 This last line might he construed, (i (Indra) contemplates 
with his fo ur - an d-t hir ty-fo Id light of one colour, but curious 
functions,” 

3 According to the comment, Tndra is here intended in the 
form of the dawn, and then of the sun as typified by the dawn ; 
hut the phraseology is obscure. 

4 Indra is here identified with Time, his fourth form according 
to the Scholiast; the verse occurs Sanaa Yeda, I. 4. 1. 4. 3, and 
II, 9, l. 7. 1. [Benfey compares Big-veda I. 144, 4. See 
Yol, II* p. 77 of this translation,] 


VGL. YI. 


L 
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Varga XVII. 


Varga XVIII. 


6. Vigorous with (innate) vigour, (conies a) 
purple-coloured bird, 1 mighty, heroic, ancient, 
having no nest: 2 3 4 that which he knows is truth, 
and is not vain: (he is) the conqueror and dis¬ 
tributor of desirable wealth. 

7. Indira bestows fertilizing energies (accom¬ 
panied) by these Maruts in whose company the 
thunderer sends down showers in order to destroy 
sin: the deities who were born for giving rain (to 
assist) in the act performed by great In dr A.? 

8. Accomplishing his duty with their assistance, 
the all-powerful Indra, the destroyer of the wicked, 
the all-wise, the quick subduer of foes, descending 
from heaven, and quaffing the Soma, invigorated 
and a hero, he demolishes the Dasyus with his 
thunderbolt. 

StjKTA XIY. (LYI.) 

The deities are the Yiswadeyas; the Jiishi is Brihadiiktua, 
the son of YAmadeva ; the metre of the first three and the 
seventh verses is Trishf iM, of the rest Jagati. 

1. This (light) is one (portion) of thee, and this 
other is one (portion); 1 with thy third light enter 


1 Indr a in the form of Suparna, although Sayana identifies it 
•with Gmuda. This verse occurs Sama Veda, II. 9. 1. 7. 2, 

5 [Properly, “ nestless from eternity, ”J 

3 Sama Veda, II. 9. 1. 7. 3. 

4 Literally, “This (is) one of tliee, the other (is) one; with 
the third light enter : ” as jyotish occurs in the third place, the 
Scholiast concludes it is required in the two preceding, under- 
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into (outer radiance); on tlie entrance of the body 
into (the sun), the supreme birthplace of the gods, 
become lovely and beloved. 

2. May this body (the earth) conveying thy body, 
Vajtn, give precious wealth to us and happiness to 
thee; and do thou, without stumbling, enter among 
the great gods for their support; and the light that 
is in heaven (the sun) and thy own (light). 

3. Thou art, YXjih, (strong) through food; thou 
art) well-beloved: urged thereto follow (the object 
of thy) praise: urged thereto proceed to heaven: 
urged thereto pursue the duties that are the 
most important and sure of reward : urged thereto 
follow the gods: urged thereto follow (the light), 
descending (from heaven). 

4. Our progenitors (the Angirasas) were lords 
over the might of those (divinities), (they having 


standing however by jyotish first ugni f fire or vital warmth, 
second vdyu air or vital breath, and third chaitanya, intelli¬ 
gence or soul. The verse is addressed by the Rhhi to his de¬ 
ceased son Vdjm f and the purport is to enjoin the reunion of the 
vital with the external elements, vital warmth with fire, vital 
breath with air, the soul animating the body with that animating 
the sun. Say ana cites a passage of Sruti declaring the sun to 
be the soul of the animate and inanimate world; and another 
declaring the sun to be the supreme birthplace of the gods. 
His explanation “ on the entrance of the body,” i.e. into that 
sun, may imply the notion of bodily existence after 

death by means of the sithshmasartra (the subtile body). The 
verse occurs Sam a Yeda> I. 1. 2* 2. 3, 
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become) gods imposed tlieir will upon the gods; 
they attained also (the radiances) which shone 
forth, and they again entered the bodies of those 
(gods). 1 2 

5. By their powers they traversed the whole 
world, measuring the ancient divisions 3 (till then) 
unmeasured: they restricted all existent beings 
to their proper forms; they distributed in many 
directions (light) 3 among the people. 

6. The sons (of Aditva, tbe Angirasas), estab¬ 
lished by the third aet of duty, 1 the mighty, all¬ 
wise (sun) in his twofold (condition of rising and 
setting): our progenitors (having begotten) their 
own progeny, deposited in the best (of them) the 
paternal strength, (making) an extended line (of 
progeny). 

7. As men pass over the water to the several 
quarters of the earth in a ship ; (as they pass 
over) all difficulties by the blessings (of fortune), 


1 r lhe object of this and the following verses, according to the 
Scholiast, is to enjoin Ydjin to follow the example of the 
Angirmas. 

2 Or, as the comment explains it, ** having subdivided tbe 
planets, lunar asterisms,” etc. 

3 Prdmrayania has in the text no object; the comment says, 
u dispersing light or water,** 

i There are three obligations to he fulfilled by man ; the 
study of the Vedas, which is his duty to the Rtskis ; sacrifice, 
which is his duty to the gods; and the propagation of children, 
which is his duty to the Pitris. 
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Bkihadtjktha by his might has committed Ms own 
offspring to those on this side, and to those on the 
other side, 

StfcrA XY. (LYII.) 

The deities are the Viswadevas, or, according to one statement, 
the deity is Manas, the mind or soul; the Ri&his are the three 
priests of King Aikshwaka AhahXti, viz, BAKBHtr, 8 rota- 
BANHEtr, and Yipeabaiohu (called GatoAta^as ); 1 the metre 
is G&yatri* 

1. Let ns not depart, Indra, from the path ; Varga xix, 
let tis not (depart) from the sacrifice of the offerer 

of the libation : 2 let not out adversaries remain 
(in our place), 

2. May we obtain (the favour of) him to whom 
burnt offerings are presented, (Agni), who is the 
thread, the perfeoter of sacrifice, drawn out (by the 
priests) to the gods, 

3. We call upon the spirit (of Subastdhu) with 


1 According to the legend explaining the origin of the Siikta, 
there were four brothers, Purohitas of the Baja Ammdti, Bandhi 7 
Submdhu, SrutabandhUj and Viprabandhu ; the king having 
dismissed them, appointed two others, Mdgdvins (either so named 
or magicians), at which the brothers being offended, instituted 
magic ceremonies for the Baja’s destruction: hearing of this, the 
Mdgdvim put Subandhu to death; on which the other three 
composed this Sukta for their own safety, 

* [i,e* Ki ng Asamdti, or, taking mninah as norm pL “may 
we the offerers of the Soma not depart from the sacrifice.”] 
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the Soma appropriated to the progenitors, with the 
praises of the Pitris. 1 

4. May (thy) spirit (Subandhu) come back again 
to perform pious acts; to exercise strength; to 
live; and long to see the sun. 2 

5. May our progenitors, may the host of the 
gods, restore (thy) spirit : may we obtain (for 
thee) the aggregate of the functions of life. 3 

6. Soma, 4 fixing our minds on thy worship and 
its details, may we, blessed with progeny, obtain 
(the aggregate of the functions of life). 


1 According to SAyana, nardsamsah means Pitris f and the 
derivative, ndrdsamsak f that which is offered to them in ladles, 
an epithet of the Soma . The Yajur Veda, III* 53 reads siomem 
for sameMj and Mahidhara says, praise is of two kinds, that of 
gods and men, the latter is nardsdmsah , whence the epithet 
ndrdsamsa f suited to man; that is, to deified men or Pitris, 
The specification of the mams of Subandhu is the act of the 

Scholiast, growing out of the legend j it is not necessary, and is 
certainly an interpolation. MaMdhara has no such specification* 

3 [Yajur Veda, III. 54.] 

3 Yajur Veda, III. 55. Mahidhnra renders this, Progenitors, 
by our command let the divine people restore our spirit, so that 
we may enjoy living descendants. 

4 Yajur Veda, III. 56. Soma is especially the deity at sacri¬ 
fices to the Pitris , 
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S^KTA XVI. (LYIII.) 

The deity is Majtas, mind or soul; the liishia are the same as 
before; the metre is Anush tubh. 

1. Although thy spirit have gone far away to Taiga sx, 
Tama, son of Yivaswat, we bring back that (spirit) 

of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

2. Although thy spirit have gone far away to 
heaven, or to earth, we bring back that (spirit) of 
thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

3. Although thy spirit have gone far away to 
the four-quartered earth, we bring back that (spirit) 
of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

4. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the 
four regions (of space), we bring back that (spirit) 
of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

5. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the 
watery ocean, we bring hack that (spirit) of thine 
to dwell here, to live (long). 

6. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the 
advancing rays of light, we bring back that (spirit) 
of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

7. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the Var ga xsi. 
waters, to the plants, we bring back that (spirit) of 

thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

8. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the 
sun, to the dawn, we bring back that (spirit) of 
thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

9. Although thy spirit have gone far away to the 
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Varga XXII. 


great mountains, we bring back that (spirit) of 
thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

11. Although thy spirit have gone far away to 
the remotest regions, we bring back that (spirit) 
of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

12. Although thy spirit have gone far away to 
what has been, or to what is to be, we bring back 
that (spirit) of thine to dwell here, to live (long). 

Stfoxi XVII. (LIX.) 

The deity of the first four verses is XniruTr, associated in the 
fourth with Soma ; the goddess Astra it [ is the divinity of the 
next two verses j Earth, etc* (the Ungohtad^mtds) t o£ the next, 
and of the last three Heaven and Earth, associated in the first 
half of verse 10 with Indra; the Ri&hu are the same as 
before; the metre of the first 7 stanzas is TrishfuMi, of verse 
8 PanMij verse 9 Jfahd/panJcti, and verse 10 Pankty utiard. 

1. May the life of Subandhu he augmented so 
as to he more lasting and newer, as men conveyed 
in a car (are carried on) by a skilful (driver): he 
who falls 1 (from life), increases (his) desire to live: 
may Nirriti depart far off. 

2. (When) the hymn (is being sung) let us offer 
(sacrificial) food, like a treasure (to Nirriti) for 
the sake of riches, and many kinds of sacrificial 
viands; may she, being praised, partake of all 
these our (offerings); may IS t irriti depart far off. 

3. May we, by our manly exertions, overcome 


1 [Continuing the metaphor of the car.] 
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our enemies, as the Sun the earth, as thunderbolts 
the clouds: she, being praised, knows all these our 
(exploits): may Nirriti depart far off. 

4. Give us not up, Soma, to death: may we 
(long) behold the rising sun: may our old age 
brought on by (passing) days be happy: may 
Nirriti depart far off. 

5. Asuriti, 1 give us back the (departed) spirit: 
extend our life that we may live (long): establish us 
that we may (long) behold the sun : do thou cherish 
the body with the gM (that we have offered). 

6. Restore to us, AsuNixr, sight and breath, and Yarga xxiii. 
enjoyment in this world: long may we behold the 

rising sun; make us happy, gracious (goddess), 
with prosperity. 

7. May earth restore the (departed) soul to ns: 
may the divine heaven, may the firmament 2 (restore 
it): may Soma restore the body to us: may Pushan 
restore to us speech,* which is prosperity. 

8. May the great heaven and earth, the parents 
of sacrifice, (grant) happiness to Subaxdhu : heaven 
and earth, remove all iniquity; let heaven (take 
away) iniquity: may no ill ever approach thee. 


1 A goddess : literally, “ conductress of breath or souls, i.e. 
who prolongs life, 

2 BwmU may be a synonym of vdch, “speech : 77 “May she 
give ns articulation 77 ( pathydm wdeham f * good speech *). 

s J^Sayana takes pathydm as that which is in the firmament, 
i,e, speech, which is derived from ether (dhdsa).] 
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Varga XXIV. 


9. Eemedies come down from heaven by twos 
and by threes: 1 one wanders singly in heaven; 
heaven and earth remove all iniquity: let heaven 
(take away) iniquity: may no ill ever approach thee. 

10. Send, Imxra, the active ox, who may bring 
the cart (laden with) the tmnardm grass: heaven 
and earth, remove all iniquity; let heaven (take 
away) iniquity: may no ill ever approach thee. 

SiJkta XVIII. (LX.) 

The deity of the first four verses is the Mdjd Asamati ; of the 
fifth Ikdea \ of the sixth the Mdjd again; of the next five 
the invocation of Sctbjjtdhu to life; of the last his resusci¬ 
tation, The GaupIta^as are the Riskis of all except the 
sixth verse, which is ascribed to their mother, the sister of 
Agasi ya j the metre of the first five stanzas is Gdyatri, of the 
eighth and ninth Panhti s of the rest Anushtubh. 

1. We have come to the person 2 3 * of splendid 
appearance, the honoured of the mighty, bringing 
him reverential homage. 

2. To Asamati, the destroyer (of foes), radiant, a 
quick-moving chariot (for the bringing of benefits), 
(the descendant) of Bhxjeratha,* the protector of 
the good. 


1 By twos=the two Aswim, or by threes=tjie three goddesses 
Ud } Saramati and BhdmtL 

s Janam may mean either the Baja AsamdU or 'his country, 
being used for Janapadam. 

3 The text h as only Bhajerathasija ■ Th e S ch oliast suppl ies vamse 

jdtam, u bom in the race/ 5 or it may he the name of a hostile 

prince, when it may he connected with niyayinam, conqueror of. 
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3. Who, whether armed or unarmed with a 
sword, overcomes adversaries in. fight, as (a lion 
destroys) buffaloes. 

4. In the good government of whose (realm) the 
opulent and victorious Ikshwaktj prospers (so that) 
the five orders of men (are as happy) as if they 
were in heaven. 

5. Maintain, Indra, vigour in the Rathapeosiitka 
Asamatis, as (thou maintainest) the sun in heaven 
for the sight (of all). 

6. Toke the two red horses to yonr chariot, for Varga sxv. 
the nephews of Agastya, and overcome, Baja, all 

the niggard withholders of oblations. 

7. This (Agni) thy mother, this thy father, this 
the giver of life to thee, 1 has arrived: come back, 
Subandhu, to this thy (body) that is capable of 
motion. Come forth. 

8. As men hind the yoke with cords for its 
support, so has (Aghi) placed thy spirit (in the 
body) for life, not for death, but for security. 

9. As this spacious earth supports these trees, 
so has (Agni) placed thy spirit (in the body) for 
life, not for death, but for security. 


1 It is supposed that the brothers of Subaitohu have ad¬ 
dressed their supplications to Aghi, to restore liim to life, and 
that he has come accordingly, being, as it were, his parent and 
begetter. Another interpretation explains the terms literally, 
as StiBArrnHF your father, mother and son, have come to mount 
your decease. 
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10. (Agni speaks :) I bring the spirit of 
Subandhxj from Yah a, the son of Vivaswat, for 
life, not for death, but for security. 

11. The wind blows downwards, the sun burns 
downwards, the cow yields her milk downwards, 
so be thy sin cast down. 

12. (The Ilishis speak: * l ) This my hand is 
fortunate; this my (other hand) is (still) more 
fortunate: this my (hand) has all medicaments: 
this has a blessed touch. 


AKUVAKA Y. 

ASIITAKA VIII. 

ADHYAYA I. Continued. 

SiSkta I. (LXI.) 2 

The deities are the Viswadevaa ; the Rishi is NAcbAxf.dishtea, 
of the race of JIanu; the metre ia Trish^ubh. 

Varga xxvi. 1. The fierce-voiced (Nabhaxedishtha repeated) 
through his intelligence this praise of Kudra, in 


1 ^Touching the restored Subandhu with their hands.] 

1 According to the legend narrated by the Scholiast, and to be 

found in the Aitareya Brahmana, V. 14 with his comment 
also, the brothers of Nabkancdishtlia partitioned amongst them¬ 
selves to his exclusion the whole of the paternal wealth, whilst 
he was engaged in his religions studies. Upon their completion 
Nabhdnedislttha applied to his father for his portion, but there 
was nothing left, and his brothers refused to give up any of 
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the midst of the ceremony at the assembly (of the 
Angirasas), which (praise) his parents, malting (the 
partition) and his brothers engaged in giving (the 
shares accomplished); he perfected the seven priests 
(therewith) on the day on which the rite was to 
be matured. 

2. He (Rudra) bestowing on his worshippers 
the gift (of wealth) and the defeat (of their foes), 
casting down (the Rakshasas) with his weapons, 
has constructed the altar; rapid in movement, 
most fierce in speech, and shedding the procreative 
fluid like water around. 1 

3. (I call you to these) oblations, to which has- 


theirs. As a compensation Mctnu recommended him to apply to 
the Angirasas, who were engaged in a sacrifice for obtaining 
Swarga, but having come to the sixth day, were so perplexed 
by the number of the Mantras, that they could go no further 
without assistance. Wd bhdnedish t It a- went to them, and repeated 
for them this and the following Sukta, and through the efficacy 
of these two Suktas, they went to heaven, leaving to him the 
remainder of the sacrifice, a thousand head of cattle. As 
Rfdbkdnedishtha was walking off with them, he was stopped 
by Rudra, seated on a black corpse, who claimed whatever was 
left at a sacrifice as his right: referring to Maxtt, the patriarch 
admitted the law, and Ndbhdnedishfha relinquished the cattle 
to Rudra, who, in reward of his ready acknowledgment of the 
truth, presented the cows to him. 

1 The word itauti seems to have perplexed the Scholiast; he 
first explains it itogamanavat, “ going from hence,” and subse¬ 
quently explains it as a name of the Aswins, “ he begat the 
A swim." 
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tening, (Asavins), swift as thought at the invitation 1 
of the worshipper, yon rejoice my (worshipper), 
who, affluent in the wealth of sacrifice, mixes (the 
oblation) with his fingers in your presence, (hold¬ 
ing) in his hand the sacrifice intended (for you). 

4. When the dark night retires before the purple 
oxen (of the chariot of the dawn), I invoke you, 
Aswins, children of heaven : 2 be desirous of my 
sacrifice: come to my food and to my viands like 
(two horses) eating together, oblivious of offence. 

5. (Kudba), the benefactor of man, whose eager 
virile energy was developed, drew it back when 
disseminated (for the generation of offspring); 
again the irresistible (Rudea) concentrates (the 
energy) which was communicated to his maiden 
daughter. 3 

6. When the deed was doue in mid-heaven in 
the proximity of the father working his will, and 
the daughter coming together, they let the seed 


1 The Yajush, YII, 170 considers this to he addressed to the 
two priests, the Adhwaryu and Pratipra&thatri, engaged in 
mixing curds with ground barley in the Manthigraha. 

a l)ivo napdtd is explained as “ not making heaven to fall.” 

3 This is very obscure, but this and the two following stanzas 
refer, it is said, to the begetting of Rudra by Prajdpati ; and 
there is an evident blending and confounding of the two, 
especially in the legend of Brahma's incestuous passion for his 
daughter. She, according to the Aitareya Brahmana, III. 33, 
being, according to some, the Heaven, according to others the 
dawn. 
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fall slightly; it was poured upon the high place 
of sacrifice. 

7. When the father united with the daughter, 
then associating with the earth, he sprinkled it 
with the effusion: then the thoughtful gods begot 
Brahma : they fabricated the lord of the hearth 
(of sacrifice); 1 * the defender of sacred rites, 

8. He, like the showerer (Indra), cast foam 
around in the combat, 3 and came away from us with 
a niggard mind; he advances not a step, relinquish¬ 
ing the donations; 3 though skilled in rapine, he 
seizes not these my (cows). 4 * 6 * 

9. The fire,® harming the people, does not ap¬ 
proach quickly (by day): the naked (Makshasas 


1 Or il Vdst&shpati” He is always considered to be Mudra r 
as in the Aitareyn Brahmana, III. 33. There the gods, incensed 
by Brahma's wickedness, seek for some one to put him to death; 
hot, each feeling his own inability, they create Mudra for the 
purpose. Here the myth becomes astronomical. Mudra wounds 
Prajdpatij who had assumed the form of a deer, and flying to 
heaven becomes the asterism mrigasirsha ; the doe into which 
the daughter had been changed becomes the asterism MohinL 
Mudra following becomes Mrigavyadha* 

* Alluding, it is said, to the destruction of NkmueKi by Indra 
In the shape of the foam of the sea. 

3 p. 0 . the cows given to Mudra by the jtngirasas as dalcshina 
or honorarium,] 

4 This verse is said to he repeated by dSTabhanedishtha when he 

sees Vdsioshpati (or Mudra) coming to stop him. 

6 That is, according to the comment, the fire-resembling 

Makshasas and the like. 
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approach) not Agxi by night; the giver of fuel, 
and the giver of food, he, the upholder (of the 
rite), is born, overcoming enemies by his might. 

10. The Amjirasas, who were engaged in the 
nine months’ ceremonial, reciting the praise suited 
to the rite, quickly attained the friendship of the 
maiden: 1 those who seated in the two seats 
(heaven and earth) came to their protector, as 
they had no donation, 2 milked forth the inex¬ 
haustible (waters). 

xxvm. 11. Quickly (obtaining) the friendship of the 
maiden, they poured forth water like new wealth, 
when they offered to thee (Ixdra) the pure riches, 3 
the milk of the cow, that yields ambrosia. 

12. “When (the worshippers) find (the stalls 
deserted) by the cattle,” (then the performer of the 
rite) exclaims, 4 “ (Index), pleasing to his adorer, 
the affluent lord of affluence, the compassionate, 


1 [Sayana thinks the maiden referred to is Prisni. He gives 
kamaniydyah stuteh as an alternative explanation of the word 
kanyah, " the Angirasm attained the completion of their 
ceremony (by means) of the desirable praise (taught them by 
PFabkdneduhtha).” ] 

2 Daishinamh; the Angirasas being both yajarndnas and 
priests, there could be no dahshina. 

3 [Iteknw, properly “ wealth left by a dead person.” Sayana, 
“ wealth consisting of water.” Ludwig, “ iiberflusz.”] 

4 [The words iti braviii seem to apply to the whole verse. 
Sayana takes kdravah as the subject of hr at; Iti, but more pro¬ 
bably it is an epithet applying to Indra (understood).] 
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the sinless, quickly recovers all the wealth (that 
has been carried off ).” 

13. Then the attendant (rays of light) quickly 
gathered round him, and (the Asuras ) dwelling 
in many regions 1 sought to destroy the son of 
Neishad, but the irresistible (Ixdra) found the 
well-knit mail of Subhna, whose offspring was 
numerous, which was hidden in the cave. 

14. Whether Bliurga is the name of that radiance, 
on the triple seat of which those who arc gods are 
seated, as if in heaven, or whether it be Agxi, or 
J atavedas ; invoker (of the gods), who art the 
ministrant priest of the sacrifice, hear our guileless 
invocation. 

15. And, Ixdea, let those two brilliant sons of 
Hudra, the HXsatyas, (be present) at my praise 
and sacrifice; being propitious to (me seated) on 
the strewn grass, as (at the sacrifice of) Haxtx, 
cheerful, liberal of wealth to the people, 5 deserving 
of adoration. 

16. This royal (Soma), this glorified creator, is Varga xxix. 
praised (by all), and, like a sage, constituting his 

own causeway, he traverses tho firmament: he 
made Kaksii/vat tremble, he (made) Agxi (shake) 
as horses (agitate) the light-whirling, revolving- 
wheel (of a chariot). 



1 [Sayana explains pum by puruni kritrim&ni, “many arti¬ 
ficial things, 3, J 

* [* *.#. to our priests,] 
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approach) not Agni by night; the giver of fuel, 
and the giver of food, he, the upholder (of the 
rite), is born, overcoming enemies by his might. 

10. The Angirasas , who were engaged in the 
nine months’ ceremonial, reciting the praise suited 
to the rite, quickly attained the friendship of the 
maiden : 1 those who seated in the two seats 
(heaven and earth) came to their protector, as 
they had no donation, 2 milked forth the inex¬ 
haustible (waters). 

11. Quickly (obtaining) the friendship of the 
maiden, they poured forth water like new wealth, 
when they offered to thee (Index) the pure riches, 3 
the milk of the cow, that yields ambrosia. 

12. “When (the worshippers) find (the stalls 
deserted) by the cattle,” (then the performer of the 
rite) exclaims, 4 “ (Indea), pleasing to his adorer, 
the affluent lord of affluence, the compassionate, 


1 [Sayana thinks the maiden referred to is PrimL He gives 
hamaniydydh stuiek as an alternative explanation of the word 
kany&h) “ the Angirasas attained the completion of their 
ceremony (by means) of the desirable praise (taught Ikem by 
mbhawdishih*)”] 

* Bahshindmh ; the Angirasas being both yajamdms and 
priests, there could be no dakshina. 

3 [Rehnm? properly “wealth left by a dead person.” Sayana, 
“ wealth consisting of water.” Ludwig, “ uberftusz.”] 

4 [The words iti hraviti seem to apply to the whole verse. 
Sayana takes hdravah as the subject of bravtti, hut more pro¬ 
bably it is an epithet applying to Indra (understood),] 
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the sinless, quietly recovers all the wealth (that 
has been carried off).” 

IB. Then the attendant (rays of light) quickly 
gathered round him, and (the A suras') dwelling 
in many regions 1 sought to destroy the son of 
If ri shad, hut the irresistible (Indra) found the 
well-knit mail of Sushna, whose offspring was 
numerous, which was hidden in the cave. 

14. Whether Bharga is the name of that radiance, 
on the triple seat of which those who are gods are 
seated, as if in heaven, or whether it be Agni, or 
JataVedas ; invoker (of the gods), who art the 
ministrant priest of the sacrifice, hear our guileless 
invocation. 

15. And, Indra, let those two brilliant sons of 
Kcdea, the If As at y as, (be present) at my praise 
and sacrifice; being propitious to (me seated) on 
the strewn grass, as (at the sacrifice of) Many, 
cheerful, liberal of wealth to the people, 2 3 deserving 
of adoration. 

16. This royal (Soaia), this glorified creator, is Vatga xxix. 
praised (by all), and, like a sage, constituting bis 

own causeway, he traverses the firmament: he 
made Eaxshivat tremble, he (made) Agni (shake) 
as horses (agitate) the light-whirling, revolving- 
wheel (of a chariot). 



1 [Sayana explains punt by pur uni Jcritrimdni, “many nrti- 

fieial things/ 1 ] 

3 to our priests.] 
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IT. The kinsman of the two (worlds, Agni), the 
conveyer (of all), the sacrificer, (made) the ambrosia- 
yielding cow, which had not given birth, to yield 
milk (for Save), when he praises Mitra, Varuna, 
and Akyaatan, with most excellent and choice 
hymns. 

18, 1 he kinsman of the earth, the utterer of 
praise (belonging) to thee (who abidest) in heaven, 
NIbhXnedishtha, the supporter of the rite, desiring 
(the recompense), repeats (this praise): the (heaven) 
our most excellent bond (is the site) of the (sun), 

and I was after many (degrees ) 1 descended from 
him . 2 

19. This (aerial voioe ) 3 is my bond of affinity: 
here, (in the solar orb) is my abiding-plaoe: these 
are my resplendent (rays): I am this all: I am the 
twice-born: the first-born of truth; the cow, as 
soon as born, milked forth this (universe). 

20 - -^- e ) exulting in these (l'egions), un- 


1 [Sayana explains katithagchid dm as “ I was the completion 
{purana) of many.”] 

2 The construction of the stanza is singularly obscure, and 
the Scholiast mystifies it so as to make it unintelligible: it 
merely means to establish the affinity of NdbUnedhUka to the 

sun : his father Many, being the son of Yimmat or Mitya under 
that name. 

3 This is said by the RuU as one with Aditya, or the voice 
of mid-heaven, whieh is here considered as identical with Aditya 
upon the authority of a RrAhmana “ s d yd vdg asau M Adityah, 
that which is vdh is that Aditya R 
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resting, bright-shining, traversing the (two worlds), 
consuming the forests, terminates (in the fire of 
sacrifice), who, upward rising, like a line, 1 adorable, 
quickly subdues (his foes): him, unchangeable, the 
augmenter of happiness, his mother has brought 
forth. 

21. The words of the desirable (praise), of a 
certain tranquil person (Nabhanedishtha), attain 
the prototype (Ixdra). Do thou, who art the giver 
of wealth (Agni), hear us: offer sacrifice, thou art 
magnified by the sincere eulogiums of Aswaghna. 2 

22. Do thou, Ixdra, king of men, who art the 
bearer of the thunderbolt, regard us now to (give 
us) great riches, and protect ns who are affluent in 
(oblations), who utter (thy) praise; may we, lord 
of bay steeds, (be) free from blame on thy approach. 

23. Since, royal (Mitra and Yaren a), the im¬ 
petuous (YajRa) now approaches in expectation of 
(the gift of) cattle, and desiring praise for the 
sacrificing (band of the Angirasas) ; the sage 
(Nabhanedishtha) has been held most dear by 
them ; may he accomplish (what has to be 
effected), 3 and make them successful. 


1 [Sayan a does not explain sremr na\ lie takes stsuh as— 
samsanhjah.^ 

2 Aswaghna the patronymic from Aswaghna, the slayer or 
sacrificer of a horse; a name of Manu, the father of JS T dbJidm~ 
dishiha. 

3 [Lit* “may he take away.”] 


Yarga XXX. 
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24. And for the contentment of this victorious 
(Yaruna), praising (him) without an effort, we 
solicit this (of him), ] (that) his progeny, a swift 
horse, (may he ours), and thou, (Yartjna), art wise, 
and (art occupied) in procuring us food. 

25. If the priest offer homage to you two (Mitra 
and Yaruna) for the sake of your friendship and 
our invigoration, on (the formation of) which (friend¬ 
ship) the praises (of the Angjrasas go) everywhere 
in a common direction; may he give (pleasure) to 
the utterer of praise, like an ancient road. 2 

26. Being praised with reverence and hymns 
thus, “ the god-aocompanied (Yaruna) of good 
lineage, together with the waters,” may he he 
magnified: (attracted) by hymns and prayers (may 
he) now (approach); the path of the milk of the 
cow is open (for his worship). 

2 1 . Adorable divinities, 3 be consentient for our 
great preservation, both you who, going in various 
directions, are the bringers of food, and you who, 
being no longer perplexed, 4 are the discoverers (of 
the cattle). 


[Sayana takes tat with rebhantah, “praising that (his gift of 
cows, etc.).”] 

1 [Or, "like the eastern quarter of the world.”] 

According to the comment the Angirasas are intended, 
i.e. by the sixth day’s ceremonials which Ndbhdfiedishtha had 
enabled them to complete. Much of this Sukta is very obscurely 
constructed. 
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ADIlYA'YA II. 

ANUVAKA Y. Continued. 

Sveta II. (LXII.) 

The deities of the first six stanzas are either the Vis wakey as or 
the Angikasas; of the seventh the former only; the liberality 
of Raja SAvaewi is the denatd (or subject) of the rest; the 
Rishi is NAbhInedishtha ; the metre of the first four stanzas 
is Jaffati, of the fifth Anmhtubh, of the sixth Rrihati , of the 
seventh Satobrihati, of the eighth and ninth Anushtubh, of 
the tenth Guyatr'i, and of the eleventh Trishtubh. 

1. You. "who, associated with sacrifice and pious 
donations, have acquired the friendship of Indra 
and immortality; upon you, Angirasas, 1 may good 
fortune attend ; welcome, sages, the son of Manu. 

2. May length of life be yours, Angirasas, our 
progenitors, who drove forth the wealth of cattle, 
and by means of your sacrifice when the year was 
ended, demolished (the Asura ) Bala: welcome, 
sages, the son of Manu. 

3. May the possession of posterity he yours, 
Angirasas, who elevated by the (power) of sacrifice 
the Sun in heaven, and made the maternal earth 
renowned: welcome, sages, the son of Manu. 

4. Mishis , sons of the gods, 2 this (Yabhane- 
dishtha) addresses to you in the house of (sacrifice) 


1 The legend cited in the beginning of the preceding Sukta is 
referred to, NAimixEDisHTHA is represented as undertaking to 
complete their sacrifice, 

2 That is, of Agni\ see the next stanza* 


Yarga L 
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Vurga II. 


his benediction; hear it: may divine splendour, 
Angirasas, be yours: welcome, sages, the son of 
Manu. 

5. These JSSsMs^ however different in form, are 
verily of profound piety: they are the Angirasas 
who have been born as the sons of Agni* 

6* Among those who have sprung from Agni 1 2 
in many forms, (and sprung) from heaven, the chief 
Angiras, 3 the celebrator of the nine-month rife, the 
celebrator of the ten month rite, accompanied by 
the gods bestows (upon me wealth). 

7. The accepters of oblations, 3 with Indra for 
their associate, have emptied pastures crowded 
with cows, and horses, giving me a thousand full- 
grown 4 (cattle), they have gained renown amongst 
the gods* 

8* May this Manu (Savakni) quickly be born, 
may he increase like (well-watered) seed, who sends 


1 Referring to the well-known text y& J ngdrd dsamste angir&so 
} bhavan . See YoL I. p. 3, note (e£). 

2 Angirastamah is understood hy the Scholiast to mean Agni, 

3 Vdghatah usually denotes priests; it Is here explained as 
bearers or offerers of sacrifices, which might, according to the 
comment, apply to the Ang trams or the Vis wade va$. According 
to the introductory note of the Scholiast, the Viswadevas are 
intended here, hut apparently the latter half of the verse applies 
only to the Angirasas, 

1 Ashtakarnyak should he u eight-eared,” or “ broad-eared,” 
(from i.e. vutlrna\ hut part is put for the whole, and it 

means ff cows having all their members ample.” 
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me at once a thousand and a hundred horses for a 
present. 

9. No one succeeds in reaching him ; 1 (elevated) 
like the summit of heaven, the liberality of Savaiini 
has broadened out like a river, 

10. Yadu and Indka speaking auspiciously, and 
possessed of numerous cattle, gave them like (ap¬ 
pointed) servants, for the enjoyment (of Manu 
Savabni). 

11. May the donor of a thousand (cows), the 
head of the district, the Manu, never suffer wrong, 
may his liberality go spreading (in glory) with the 
sun; may the gods prolong the life of Savaiini 
(from whom) unwearied (in his service) we enjoy 
abundant food. 

Stum, III. (LXIII.) 

The deities are the Yiswadeyas, except in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth verses, in which the divinity is PathtA Swash ; the 
RisM is Gaya, the son of Plati ; the metre of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth verses is TruAfubh; that of the rest is Jmjat'i, 
except in the fifteenth verse, in which it is either form, 

1. May the gods who, (coming) from afar pro- Var ga m. 
claim their affinity (with men), and beloved by 
men, (support) the generations of (Manu, the son 
of) Yiyaswat ; may they who are seated on the 
sacred grass of Yayati, the son of Nahusha, speak 
favourably unto us. 


1 [i.e* no one can equal Sdvarni in munificence,”} 
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2 . All your appellations, gods, are to be revered 
and praised, and worshipped, and whether you are 
sprung from heaven, or from the firmament, or from 
earth, hear at this (solemnity) my invocation. 1 

3. To (these deities) to whom the maternal 
(earth) yields the sweet-flavoured milk, and the 
cloud-invested undepressed heaven (yields) am¬ 
brosia, to those Adityas whose strength is sacred 
praise, 2 who are the bringers of rain, the doers of 
good actions, offer for your welfare laudation. 

4. The gods, the never-slumbering beholders of 
mankind, and entitled (to their adoration), have 
obtained great immortality: conveyed in chariots 
of light, possessed of unsurpassable wisdom, devoid 
of sin, they inhabit the exalted station of heaven 
for the well-being (of the world). 

5. The gods, who, kings over all, and most 
exalted, have come to the sacrifice, who, un¬ 
assailable, abide in heaven ; them, tlie mighty 
Adityas, (the sage) worships with reverence, and 
with praises, and also Aditi, for his well-being? 

i argali. 6. TV ho offers you the praise which you like, 3 
you wise, universal deities, however many you 
may be? Deities from whom many are horn, 


Sayana, as usual, renders n&mani as sar’trdni, bodies or 
forms. 

explains Hl'fha }mla)} as simply ‘ i very >tro n !*. "'~ 

3 [Sayana takes yam as referring to stotaram, “ What wor¬ 
shipper ’whom yon accept,” etc.] 
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who can prepare for you such worship as may 
bear us safe beyond iniquity for our well-being? 

7. Adityas, to whom Manu, having kindled the 
fire, offered the first sacrifice with (reverent) mind, 
(aided) by the seven ininistrant priests, do you 
bestow upon us prosperity, free from peril; provide 
for us pleasant paths easy to travel for our well- 
being. 

8. May the wise and omniscient deities, who 
rule over the whole world both stationary and 
moveable, deliver us to-day from committed and 
uncommitted sin, 1 2 for our well-being. 

9. We call in battles upon the well-invoked 
Indra, the liberator from sin, and upon the virtuous 
folk of heaven, Agni, Mitra, Varuna, Bhaga, 
Heaven and Earth, the Marets, for the acquisition 
(of food), for well-being. 

10. May we for our well-being ascend the well- 
oared, defectless, unyielding, divine vessel, the 
safe-sheltering expansive heaven, exempt from 
evil, replete with happiness, exalted and right- 
directing. 3 


1 \j.e. according to Sayana, “ from actual bodily sin and from 
mental sin.’ 1 ] 

2 Sayana takes all the epithets, including prilhmm, with 

dydm, and explains ndvam as ndvam iva : he says the heaven is 
here praised under the form of a ship. Mahldhara (lajur Aeda, 
XXI. 6) takes the whole of the epithets with ndvam, and 
renders dydm as margarkpam or swargahetubhutam in the 
form or being the cause of heaven ; the boat or ship, accoiding 
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Varga v. 11. Adorable, universal gods, advocate our cause 
for our protection; preserve us from malignant 
adversity, may we with sincere invocation invoke 
you, gods, who listen (to our praise) for our pro¬ 
tection, for our well-being. 

12. (Remove far) from us disease, remove all 
neglect of oblations, remove illiberality, the malevo¬ 
lence of those wish to do us harm ; remove far 
from us, gods, those who hate us; grant us ample 
happiness for our well-being. 

13. Unharmed prospers every mortal, after per¬ 
forming his duties, he flourishes with posterity, 
whom you Adityas guide with good counsels safe 
over all misfortunes to well-being. 

14. (The chariot) which, deities, you protect for 
the supply of food; that which, Maeots, (you 
protect) in battle for the sake of the deposited spoil; 
may we mount, Ikdra, the early-moving desirable 
irresistible chariot for our well-being. 

15. Maetjts, secure to ns well-being on roads, 1 
in deserts, well-being in waters, midst the might 
of assailing hosts: well-being in the son-beariug 
wombs (of our wives); well-being for (the acquire¬ 
ment of) riches. 


to him, is a metaphor for yajna, “sacrifice.” Both interpreta¬ 
tions mate sad havoc of the genders of the different adjectives 
and strain pritMvbn. 

1 [Sayana, “in districts fit for travelling, i.e. well-watered,” 
as opposed to dhamam.~] 
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16. May (Pritmvi), who secures well-being to 
the excellent path, who, abounding with wealth, 
goes to the desirable (place of sacrifice), preserve 
our home, may she protect us on the path we have 
to travel; cherished by the gods, may she be to us 
a pleasant abode. 1 

17. Universal deities and Aditi, thus has the 
prudent son of Plati magnified you; the celestial 
people, the immortal (company of the gods) through 
whom (when praised) men become the lords (of 
wealth) have been glorified by Gaya. 

Sukta iv. (Lxrv.) 

The deities are the Viswadbvas ; the IlisM as before ; the metre 

of verses 12, 16, and 17 is Tri&htuhh f of the rest Jag all, 

1. In what manner, and of which of the gods, 
who hear (our praises) at the sacrifice, may we 
enunciate the venerable name? who will show us 
compassion ? which of them will grant ns happi¬ 
ness? which of them comes for our protection? 

2. The desires cherished in my heart strive to 
offer worship: (our) wishes long for (the gods) and 
expressed (by us) go forth to (the gods): no other 
bestower of happiness exists except them; upon 
the gods are my desires concentrated. 


1 This word swdvesd has perhaps induced the Scholiast to 
make Priihivi (the earth) the subject of this stanza, [although 
in his introductory remarks he agrees with the Sarmnukrama in 
mtiking pa thy d swmii the deity.} 


Varga 
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3. Adore with praises Naeasamsa and Pushan, 
and the unapproachable Agni kindled by the devout 
(JRtshis ); and the sun and the moon, the two moons, 
Yam A in heaven, Trita, 1 YIta, the dawn, the night, 
and the Aswins. 

4. How is the sage (Agni) adored by multitudes, 
and by what praises? Brjhaspati is magnified 
with sacred hymns; Aja, walking alone, is magni¬ 
fied with solemn invocations and prayers: may 
Ahibbudhnya 2 hear us at the season of invocation. 

5. At the birth of Daksha, 3 at his sacred rite, 
thou, Aditi, worshippest the royal Mitra and 
Yaruna at the sacred rite. A r yam an, whose 
course is not hurried, the giver of delight to many, 
having seven ministering (rays), 4 (proceeds) in his 
multiform births. 5 

Varga yh. 6. May those universal horses (of the deities), 

who listen to invocations, who are vigorous, swift 


1 Tritam is explained by Sayana as stretched, i,e. diffused 
through his own might over the three worlds, i.e. Ixdra. Vat a 
means Vayu* 

z [Sayana apparently takes ahih . . * budhnyah, <f the deep 
dragon,” as one word* This, if correct, is an instance of very 
bold tmesis.] 

a Daksha is said to mean here the sun; so too does Aryaman 
in the next line, Aditi is the earth. See ttrulcta, XL 23 . 

* Saptahotd may mean hymned by the seren Kishis, Bha- 
radv&ja } etc. [or it may refer to the seven seasons, i.e. the six 
seasons, and the intercalary month.] 

s [*.0. his daily risings and settings.] 
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roadsters, hear our summons: they who spontane¬ 
ously are the givers of thousands, as if at a 
sacrifice; 1 they who have won great wealth in 
battles. 

7. Importune, (worshippers), with praises, YjCyu, 
harnessing his chariot, and Purandhi, and Pushan 
for their friendship, for these considerate and con¬ 
sentient deities, attend the sacrifice upon the birth 
of Sayixri. 

8. We invoke for protection the thrice seven 
flowing rivers, (their) great waters, the trees, the 
mountains, Agnt, KrisXnu , 2 the archers, and 
Ttshya, 3 to the assembly: (we invoke) Rudra, 
worthy of the praise of the Rtjdras, for the good 
of the praisers. 4 

9. May the very great rivers, Saraswati, Sarayu, 
Sindhu, come with their waves for (our) protection: 
may the divine maternal animating waters grant 
us their water mixed with butter and honey. 


1 For medhas&tdv iva imand the YajushIX. 17, reads medhdmid 
mnhhyamh } according to Mahidhara, desiring to give in the 
hall of sacrifice. 

2 The Qandharva so named: the archers are the Gandharvas 
accompanyicg him ; they are the guardians of the Soma , See 
YoL IIL p. 174, verse 3. 

3 What Tishya the Nakskaira has to do is not explained, but 
according to the Scholiast, some of the other expressions denote 
the articles of sacrifice: the water, the ladles, the grinding 
stones, the Soma. 

4 [Properly, “amongst the Budras”] 
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10. May the bright-shining mother (of the gods) 
hear us: may father Twashtri, with the gods, and 
their wives, (hear our) words: may Kibhokshan, 
YjCja, Rathaspatj, Bhaga, may the joyous adorable 
(company of the Maruts) protect us their praisers. 

Varga Tin. 11. Pleasant of aspect (is the troop of Martjts), 
like a house well stored with provisions: fortunate 
is the favour of the Maruts, the sons of Rudra : 
may we (thereby) be famed among men for cattle, 
and so, gods, ever approach (you) with sacrificial 
food. 

12. Maruts, Indra, gods, Varuna and Mura, 
reward the worship, which you have given as (men 
fatten) the (newly-delivered) cow with milk, you 
have repeatedly put my praises on your car. 

13. Maruts, repeatedly acknowledge us, so that 
(you may make us the objects) of this relationship; 
and may Aditi grant us affinity (with men) on the 
navel of the earth, where we first assemble (to 
offer oblations). 

14. They two, the maternal heaven and earth, 
mighty, divine, adorable, attain to the gods upon 
their birth; they both cherish the two (races, 
human and divine) with various nutriments: (as¬ 
sociated) with the paternal (gods), they shed 
abundant moisture. 

15. That voice of invocation, the protectress of 
the mighty, never ceasing, the panegyrist (of the 
gods), obtains all desirable wealth: on uttering 
which, the great grinding-stone expressing the 
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sweet Soma is eulogized; the pious, by their 
praises, make the god desirous (of the sacrifice). 

16. The pious sage, Gaya, eloquent in laudation, 
conversant with sacred rites, wishing for wealth, 
eager for wealth, propitiates the celestial people 
with prayers and praises. 

17. Universal deities and Aditi, thus has the 
prudent son of Plati magnified you; the celestial 
people, the immortal (company of the gods) through 
whom (when praised) men become the bonds (of 
wealth), have been glorified by Gaya. 

SiJkta V. (LXV.) 

The deities are the Yiswabevas; the Ruhr is Yasueahna, son of 
Yasuxraj the metre is Jag at except in the last stanza, in 
which it is Trishtubh. 

1. AgNI, InDRA, YaRUNA, MiTRA, ArYAMAN, Yargs 
YAYU, PtfSHAN, SARASWATf, the AditYAS, YlSHNU, 

the Maruts, the mighty heaven, Soma, Kudra, 

Aditi, Brahmanaspati, with one consent, 

2. Indra and Agni, the lords of the virtuous, 
standing in the same place, mutually invigorating 
each other with might in the Vrifra- slaying battles, 
and the .y/ri -glorified 1 Soma putting forth his great¬ 
ness have filled the vast firmament with their 
strength. 

3. Skilled in pious rites, I recite the praises 


1 Ghritasrl is explained by Sayana as “having recourse to the 
Vasativari water." 
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of these (deities), mighty through (their own) 
might, unassailable, exalted by sacrifice; may those 
(gods) who, possessed of various wealth, (rain down) 
the beautiful water-cloud, acting in friendly wise, 
grant us (wealth) for our honour (among men). 

4. They have sustained by their strength the 
leader of all (the sun), the luminaries of the firma¬ 
ment, heaven and earth, the outstretched firma¬ 
ment); honouring (their worshippers) like those 
who give food (to the poor), 3 the generous gods 
bestowing wealth on man are glorified (at this 
sacrifice). 

5 . Worship the liberal Mitka and Va run a, the 
two royal deities who are never negligent in their 
thoughts, whose vast body is resplendent through 
their functions, 5 upon whom the two solicitous 
worlds (heaven and earth) remain (dependent). 3 

Varga x. 6. May that cow, the leader of the rite, which 
yielding her milk proceeds uncalled to the conse¬ 
crated place (of sacrifice), may she, propitiated by 
me, yield her milk 4 to (me), the offerer of oblations 5 
to liberal Varuna and the (other) gods. 


1 Sayana “bringing riches into contact with the poor,” as if 

from root prich, to touch. 1 2 [Of illuminating the world, etc.] 

3 Two explanations of nddhast are given: one is <[ solicitous; ” 
the other is “ abounding in gods and men.” 

4 [Or “strength,” taking gauh as meaning the thunder, 
mddhyamikd vdk. Cf. Till. 100, v. 11, Vol. Y. p. 205.] 

‘ Vw mutate would seem to be a proper name, but S&yaua 
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/. Peivading heaven (with their radiance), having 
Agxi as their tongue, the augmenters of sacrifice, 
(these deities) sit contemplating the place of sacri¬ 
fice ' sustaining heaven they have produced the 
waters by their power; having generated sacrifice, 
they have decorated their persons (with it). * 1 

8. The encompassing parents (heaven and earth), 
bom of old, Laving a common dwelling, sit down 
upon the place of sacrifice j engaged in a common 
observance they sprinkle upon the adorable Vabtjna 



water mixed with butter. 

9. The two showerers (of desires), Parjaxya 
and YAta, the two senders of water, Indea and 
\Ayu, Yakuna, Mitra, Aryasian ; we invoke the 
divine Adityas, Aditi, and the gods, who dwell on 
the earth, or in heaven, or in the waters, 

10. Desirous of wealth, we solicit that & 'oma, the 
friend of Indra, who for your welfare, Ribhtts, 
brings (hither) Twashtri, Yayu, the two divine 
saerificers (the As wins), Dawn, Beihaspati, and 
the wise slayer of the Yritea. 

11. Generating food, 2 cows, horses, plants, trees, Varga xi. 
the earth, mountains and waters, elevating the sun 

in heaven, munificent, promoting sacred observances 
upon the earth, (they abide everywhere). 


explains ifc as mahyam devan paricharate* It may be doubted 
whether ddmshe should be taken as an epithet of Varundya. 

1 i.e. they partake of the oblation, 

% [Deriving brahma from vridh y to sustain! foster.] 


Y0L, YL 
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12. You, Aswixs, extricated Bhujyd from 
calamity, 1 * you gave to YadhbimatI 3 her son 
SyYva; you gave Kamadyu 3 * (as a wife) to 
Vi mad a j you restored (the lost) Vishkapu 4 to 
Yiswaka, 

13. May the armed and thundering (voice of 
mid-heaven), the upholder of heaven, Aja Ekapad, 
the ocean, the waters of the firmament, the universal 
gods and SABAsvATf, accompanied by sacred rites 
and abundant wisdom, hear my words. 

14. May the universal gods, accompanied by 
sacred rites and abundant wisdom, adorable (at the 
sacrifice) of men, immortal, the knowers of truth, 
waiting on the oblation to he given, arriving 
together (at the sacrifice), omniscient, graciously 
accept all our praises and abundant food with well- 
sung hymns. 

15. (Descendant of) Y asishtita, I have glorified 
the immortal gods who preside over all worlds: 
may they this day bestow upon us widely-famed 
food; do you always cberisb ns with blessings. 


1 [ i.e. from tlie sea. See Vol. I. p. 306, verse 3.] 

1 [See Vol. I. p. 310, verse 13. Tlie sou is there called 
Sim\iyahasta (see Vol. I. p. 319),] 

3 The circumstance lias been repeatedly noticed: see Vol. I, 
pp. 294, 306, etc. The name is now first mentioned, and it 
may be an attributive 11 the light of love ” kamasya d'lpti, 

4 See Vol. I. p. 313, verse 23. Query if the name should not 

be Vishmapya, i,e. Vishnu+dpya. 
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Sijkta YI. (LXYI.) 

The cleities, RisM, and metre as before. 

1. I invoke for the success of the sacrifice the Varga xn. 
gods who bestow abundant food, the diffusers of 

light, the extremely wise who flourish mightily, 
abounding in all riches, having Indea as their 
chief, immortal, augmented by sacrifice. 

2. We offer praise to the company of the Maeuts, 
the attendants upon Maghavan, who, encouraged 
by Indea, and instructed by Yaeuna, have acquired 
a portion of the light of the sun ; the wise worship¬ 
pers beget the sacrifice. 

3. May Indea with the Yasus guard our dwell¬ 
ing ; may Aditi with the Adityas grant us felicity; 
may the divine Kudra with the Kudras make us 
happy: may Twashtri with the wives of the gods 
be favourable to ns for our prosperity. 

4. Aditi, beaven and earth, the mighty Truth 
(Agni), Indea, Yishnu, the M a ruts, the great 
sun—(these) we invoke for our protection, as well 
as the divine Adityas, the Yasus, the Kudras, and 
Savitei, the accomplisher of good works. 

5. May Saraswat, (endowed) with intelligences, 

Varuna the observer of oblations, Pushan, Yishnu, 
the mighty YIyu, the Aswins, (may these) the 
hestowers of food upon worshippers, immortal, the 
possessors of all wealth, grant us a habitation triply 
guarded from evil. 1 


1 Bay ana would separate amhasas, and regard it as an epithet 
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Varga xill. 6. May (our) sacrifice be the showerer (of bene¬ 
fits), may the gods who are worthy of sacrifice be 
the showerers (of benefits); may the priests, may 
the presenters of the oblation, be the showerers 
(of benefits), may heaven and earth receiving 
adoration be the showerers (of benefits); may 
Parjanya be the showerer (of rain), may those 
who praise (the gods) with showers be showerers. 

7. I glorify for the obtaining of food the two 
sbowerers (of benefits), Agxi and Soma, the many- 
lauded showerers (of benefits), may these two whom 
the priests have worshipped with divine worship 
bestow upon us a triply-guarded dwelling. 

8. The (gods) observing obligations endowed 
with vigour, * 1 developers of sacrifice, possessed of 
abundant brightness, the defenders of sacrifices, 
having Agxi for their priest, enjoying truth, un¬ 
assailable, set free the waters at the combat with 
the VimRA. 


of the deities, “the destroyers of enemies in the form of sin;” 
Sarma trivarutham he takes as “a house with three courts,” or 
the hall of sacrifice, containing the three Soma vessels, drona, 
udJiavamya, and putahhrit. 

1 Kshatriyah, according to the comment, may mean “ of the 
Eshatriya caste ”; in which case probably devah should not be 
implied, though it is a curious fact that the gods were never 
claimed as belonging to the Brahman caste. [The proper 
Yaidik term for the kingly or military caste is Rujanya : see 
X. 90. 12 ; the word Kshatriya meaning simply “ strong ” : see 
Yol. Y. p. 20, verse 8.] 
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9. The gods engendered the heaven and earth 
with their respective fnnctions, the waters, the 
plants, the sacred trees; they filled the whole 
firmament (with lustre) for its protection; they 
graced the desirable (sacrifice) in their own persons. 

10. May the upholders of the sky, the radiant 
with truth, 1 the well-armed deities, Yata and 
Parjanya, (the utterers) of the mighty thunder, 
the waters, the plants, amplify our praises; may 
the liberal Bhaga and the VXjiys come to my 
invocation. 

11. May the flowing Siydhtt, the atmosphere, the Varga xiv. 
firmament, Aja EkapXd, the rain-bearing thunder¬ 
cloud, and Ahibbudhmya hear my words; may the 

wise universal gods (listen to) my (praises). 

12. May we men be (diligent in providing) for 
your food, (O gods); conduct our ancient sacrifice 
to a successful end, Adityas, Budras, and generous 
Vastts, graciously accept these hymns which are 
being recited. 

13. I follow tbe two chief priests, 2 the divine 
offerers of burnt sacrifices, (I follow) successfully 


1 Properly “the JRtbhus sukastdh, “dexterous,” is explained 
as “having their hands furnished with good weapons, thunder¬ 
bolts and the like.” The Vajins are explained in a passage 
cited by Sayana from the Taittin'ya Brahmana as Agui, Yayu, 
and the sura, 

2 i.e, Agni and Aditya; Sayana takes sadhuya as epithet of 
panthdm. 
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Varga XY. 


the path of sacrifice; we solicit (wealth of) the 
contiguous lord of the field, and the immortal and 
not unheeding universal deifies, 

14, The Yasishthas like their progenitor have 
uttered praise glorifying the gods like (former) 
Bishis for their well-being; having come to us, 
gods, at our desire, bestow wealth upon us like 
affectionate relations. 

15, (Descendant of) Vasishtha, I have glorified 
the immortal gods who preside over all the worlds; 
may they this day bestow upon us widely-famed 
food; do you always cherish us with blessings. 


StkTA VII, (LXYIL) 1 2 

The deity is Bbihaspati, the RUM is AyAsta of the race of 
Angihas, the metre is Truhpubh. 

L This great seven-headed 2 ceremony, born of 
truth, our father (Angiras) discovered; Ayasya, 


1 It is said that once upon a time the rislii JLngiras bad a 
son named Brihaspati } who became the PuroMta of Indr a t for 
the instruction of the gods. His cows were stolen by the 
P&nU } and taken to Tala’s city, and put into three hiding-places. 
Being urged by Indra to go and look for them, Brihaspati went 
after them, accompanied by the Maruts ; and having begotten the 
sun for the purpose of lighting up the cave where the cows were 
hidden (events referred to in this Siikta), took away the cows 
after killing the demon Vala and the Panis who followed him, 

2 t.e. accompanied by seven bands of the Maruts, or having 
seven metres. Say ana explains dhiyam as reflecting on good 
works, t.e, Brihaspati, and refers to Aitareya Br. III. 34. 
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the friend of all races, engendered the fourth 1 
(generation), reciting a hynm to Ixdra. 

2. Reciting sincere praise, reflecting correctly, 
the Angirasas, the pious sons of the brilliant and 
powerful (Agxi), upholding the intelligent base, the 
supporter of the sacrifice, 2 praise from the beginning. 

3. With his friends (the Martjts) clamouring 
like geese, throwing open the (Asuras’) cattle-folds 
made of stone, Brihaspati calling aloud (desires 
to carry off) the cows ) knowing all things he 
praises (the gods), and chants (their laudation). 3 4 

4. Brihaspati purposing to bring light into the 
darkness drove out the cows standing in the cave 
in the plaee of darkness below by two (ways),* and 
those above by one (way); he opened the three 
(doors of the Asuras). 

5. Resting near it, demolishing the western city, 
Brihaspati wrested at once from Yala 5 the three, 
the dawn, the sun, the cow; 6 thundering like the 
heaven, he proclaimed the adorable (sun). 


1 i.e. his grandson. Indr a further on may mean either the 
god or Brihaspati, 

a According to the comment padam refers to Brihaspati as 
supporting {dlidma), the sacrifice ; but this is very fanciful. 

3 Udag&yai “acts the part of the Udgatri [Ludwig’s 
translation gives better force to vidwdn “ er pries und sang, 
nachdem er sie gefunden.”] 

4 [Sayana understands sthdndhhydm, “ resting-places.”] 

s Lit. the ocean, i.e. Yala in the form of a cloud. 

6 [This means that Brihaspati begetting the sun, which comes 
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6. Ixdra with his voice as with an (armed) hand 
clove Vala the defender of the milch kine; desirous 
of the mixture (of milk and Soma ) he with (the 
M a ruts), who were shining with perspiration ,’ 
destroyed Pani and liberated the cows. 

Varga XVI. 7 . Together with his true brilliant wealth- 
winning friendly (Maruts) he destroyed the 
detainer of the cows; Brahmanasfati, * 1 2 with the 
sliowerers (of benefits), the conveyers of desirable 
(water), the frequenters of sacrifice, 3 acquired 
wealth. 

8. They with truthful mind searching for the 
cows resolved by their exploits to make him the 
lord of cattle; Brihaspati with his self-yoked 
(allies) mutually defending each other from 
reproach, 4 * * set free the kine. 

9. Magnifying the victorious Brihaspati, the 
showerer (of benefits), roaring in mid-heaven like 
a lion, let us praise him in the conflicts where 
heroes win, with auspicious praises. 


into being after the time of dawn, brought the cattle out from 
the folds enveloped in darkness.] 

1 [Sayana, u dripping ornaments, or having streaming oma- 
m e n ta s J * ksharadd bhara naih , ] 

2 This is said to mean the lord of praise, i,e. of the three 
Vedas, the Rich, Yajush, and Saman. 

3 Or <f those who go in lustre/* or il dripping water/ 

4 [Sayapa explains mithoavadijapebliih as u those to whom the 

kine, to he protected from the A sura in the guise of sin, mutually 

resort.”] 
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10. "When he acquires food of various kinds, 
when he ascends the sky or the northern stations, 

(the gods are) extolling Brihaspati, the showerer 
(of benefits), with their mouth, being in various 
(quarters), hearing light. 

11. Make good our prayer for the bestowal of 
food; you protect through your movements even 
(me) your worshipper; may all our enemies be 
driven back again; heaven and earth, the delighters 
of all, hear this (our prayer). 

12. Indra 1 by his might has cleft the brow of the 
vast watery cloud, he has slain Ahi; he has made 
the seven rivers flow; do you, heaven and earth, 
along with the gods, protect us. 

SdsTA VIII. (LXYIIL) 

Deity, JRiMy and metro as before, 

1* Like birds swimming in water when keeping Varga xvn. 
watch, 2 3 * like the sound of the roaring thunder-cloud, 
like sounding torrents falling from the clouds, the 
worshippers glorify Brihaspati, 

2. The son of Akiras pervading him with his 
brightness has, like Bhaga, brought Aryakan to 
the cowsj as Mitea (unites his radiance) with the 


1 i.e. Brihaspati . Indra and Brihaspati are confounded or 

identified throughout the Sukta. 

3 Sayana expands this into the following: fC As the emitters 

of water, the husbandmen, call out when keeping the birds off 

the ripe grain/ 5 
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people, so has he united husband and wife; Brihas¬ 
pati, send (thy wide-spread rays to thy worshippers) 
as (a warrior sends his) horses to battle. 

3. Brihaspati brings unto (the gods), after extri¬ 
cating them from the mountains, the cows 1 that are 
the yielders of pure (milk), ever in motion, the 
objects of search and of desire, well-coloured and 
of unexceptionable form, (as men bring) barley from 
the granaries. 2 

4. Saturating (the earth) with water, scattering 
the receptacle of rain, the adorable Biiihaspati, 
raising up the cattle from the rock as (he raises) a 
meteor from the sky, rent the skin of the earth 
(with the hoofs of the cattle) as (Parjaxya rends 
it) with rain. 

5. Brihaspati drove away the darkness from the 
firmament with light as the wind (blows) the 
sipdla 3 from the water: guessing (them to be there), 
he swept the Vala’s cows together to himself as 
the wind (sweeps) the clouds. 

6. When Brihaspati demolished with rays burn¬ 
ing like fire the weapon of the malignant Vala, he 


1 Or gdk may mean “the rain water” and parvatebhyak “the 
clouds.” 

2 [Sayana explains sthivibkyah as husidebkyah ft usurers , } * but 
the reading is defective. The Petersburg Diet, gives “Scheffel,” 
Ludwig “'Wbrfel .* 1 The translation in the text, following 
Sayana, loses the metaphor of nir upe “sows” (as of seed).] 

3 An aquatic plant; Sayana, saivdla, the Yallisneria. 
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devoured Mm (encompassed by his followers) as the 
tongue (consumes) that which is encompassed by 
the teeth ; he made manifest the hiding-place of 
the kine. 

7. "When Brihaspati had discovered that name Varga XVIU. 
of the lowing kine in their place in the cave; by 

his own strength he extricated the cattle from the 
rock as (breaking) the eggs of a bird (one extricates) 
the embryo. 

8. Bkihaspati looked round upon the cows 1 shut 
up in the cave like fish in a dried-up pool; he 
seized Yala with a shout, cutting him off like a 
bowl from a tree. 

9. Brihaspati found the dawn, the sun, Agni; 
he dispersed the gloom with light; he seized 
(the cattle from the rock) of Vala surrounded 
by the kine as (one extracts) marrow from a 
hone. 

10. As the trees (bemoan) their leaves carried 
off by the winter, so Yala bemoaned his kine 
(carried off) by Brihaspati ; 2 he did that which 


1 Madhu, “ honey;” hence Soma, or milk; here put for the 
yielders of milk, 

* [Sayana takes vanani as vamniydni, a the desirable wealth 

of cows/* * and confuses the passage. His Interpretation would 
read, ** As leaves are carried off by the winter, so the desirable 
cows were carried off by Vala; Vala had pity on Brihaspati 
coming in search of the cows” (i.e. gave him the cows). His 
explanation of the next line is difficult, but the sense seems 
to bo “He made this” (*.*. the mutual rising of the sun and 
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cannot be imitated, which cannot be repeated, 
whereby sun and moon mutually rise (day and 
night). 

11. The protecting * 1 (deities) have decorated the 
heaven with constellations as (men decorate) a 
brown horse with golden trappings: they estab¬ 
lished darkness in the night and light in the day; 
BnrHASPATi fractured the rock and recovered the 
cows. 

12. We have offered this homage to Brihaspatt, 
who lives in mid-heaven, who recites in order many 
(sacred stanzas); may he bestow upon us food, with 
cows, with horses, with sons, with dependents. 


moon) “which cannot he made afterwards, which cannot be 
made again,” taking yat as 

1 Properly “the Pitris or progenitors, the Angirasin, who, 
as we have before seen, appear to have been among the ancient 
astronomers, the inventors of the lunar asterisms (nahhatras). 
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ANUVAKA YT. 

ASHTAKA VIII. Continuer. 

ADHYAYA II. Continued. 

S<5jcta I. (LXIX.) 

The deity is Agni ; the JRishi is Sumitea, the son of Vadhryaswa ; 

the metre of the first two verses is Jagati, of the rest Trishtiibh. 

1. May Agni’s regards be benevolent to Va- Varga xix. 
dhryaswa, may his guidance be auspicious, his 
approaches (to the sacrifice) favourable; when the 
Sumitea people first kindle Agni, then fed with 
butter and brilliantly blazing, he is glorified. 

2. May ghi bo the augmcnter of the Agni of 
Vadhryaswa, may ghi be his food; may ghi be 
his nutriment; sacrificed to with ghi he expands 
exceedingly; he shines like the sun, when the 
clarified butter is pouTcd out for him. 

3. May that thy army of flame, Agni, which 
Manu, which Sumitra has kindled, be the newest; 
do thou shine wealthily ; do thou graciously accept 
our praises; do thou destroy the might (of our 
foes); do thou grant us abundance. 

4. Do thou, Agni, whom Vadhryaswa propiti¬ 
ating thee formerly kindled, accept this; be the 
protector of our sacrifices, be the protector of our 
bodies; preserve this wealth which has been given 
to us by thee. 

5. Kinsman of Vadhryaswa, be the possessor of 
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food and our protector; let no one assail thee, (for 
thou art) the overcomer of men; like a resolute 
warrior (thou art) the overthrower (of enemies); I, 
Sumitra, celebrate the names of the kinsman of 
Vadiiryaswa. 

6. Thou hast gained mountain-treasures beneficial 
to men, (thou hast defeated the hostilities) of strong 
men, Dasas and Vritras , like a resolute warrior, 
do thou, Agni, the overthrower (of enemies), over¬ 
come those who are desirous of battle. 

Varga xx. 7. This Agni to whom a long series (of sacrifices 
has been addressed), who is bright with many rays, 
covering thousands (in the form of gM), the leader 
of hundreds (of burnt offerings), 1 the mighty one, 
brilliant among the brilliant, (is) being glorified by 
the priests; shine (Agni) upon the devout Sumitbas. 

8. In thee, Jatayedas, is the milch cow easy to be 
milked, yielding ambrosia as it were inexhaustibly 
in battle, 2 3 thou art kindled, Agni, by the devout 
Sumitras who are entitled to the sacrificial donation. 

9. The immortal gods have proclaimed thy 
greatness, Jata vedas, Yadhryaswa (A&ni) ; when 
human beings came to inquire (who would slay the 


1 These epithets are amplified by the Scholiast; they are 
literally long-threaded, large-oxed, thousand-heifered, hundred- 

guider. 

3 [Sayana explains asaschafeva mmand as “united with the 
&un Triiich lias no association, Le* is not joined to anything 
because it has no settled home, 11 ] 
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As liras), then thou with (the gods), the leaders of 
all, fostered by thee didst overcome (those who 
impeded the ceremony). 

10. Yadhryaswa honouring thee, Agni, placed 
thee upon the altar as a father (places) his son 
(upon his lap); pleased with his fuel, youngest 
(of the gods), thou didst slay the ancient obstructed 
(of the rite). 

11. Agni by means of the priests of Yadhryaswa 
pouring out libations always conquers his foes; 
thou (Agni) shining with varied splendour, hast 
consumed the battle; (thy praiser) self-fostered has 
destroyed his powerful (assailant). 

12. From a long period has this Agni the 
slayer of foes been kindled (by the oblatiou) of 
Yadhryaswa ; (he is) to be addressed with rever¬ 
ence ; do thou, (Agni, kindled in the) family of 
Yadhryaswa, overcome our enemies, both those who 
have no kinsmen and those wdio have many kinsmen. 

Si5kta II. (LXX.) 

The deities are the Aphis , 1 with the exception of TaktjxapIt ; 

the Rishi is Sumitba, the son of Vadheyaswa ; the metre is 

Trishpubh. 

1. Graciously accept, Agni, this my fuel (placed) Yarg 
on the place of libation (the altar); delight in the 
butter-laden (spoon); most wise, rise up upon the 


1 [Cf. the previous Apri hymns; I. 13; I. 142; I. 188; 
II. 3; III. 4; V. 5; YII. 2; and IX. 5.] 



192 


RIG-YEDA SANHITX. 


lofty place of the earth for the pro pit ions ness of 
the days through the worship of the gods. 

2. May Narasamsa, the preceder of the gods, 
come here with his horses of various forms; deserv¬ 
ing of adoration, chief of the gods, may he effuse 
(oblations) to the gods by the path of the sacrifice 
with praise. 

3. Men offering oblations adore the eternal Agni 
to (induce him to perforin) the duty of messenger 
(to the gods); do thou with thy stalwart draught 
horses and thy well-turning chariots bear (our 
offering) to the gods, and sit down here as the 
ministrant priest. 

4. May our (sacred grass) acceptable to the gods 
twining crookedly be stretched out, may it be long, 
lengthy, and fragrant; with mind free from wrath, 
divine Barkis , offer worship to the gods desiring 
(the sacrifice), of whom Ixdra is the chief. 

5. Be in contact, doors, with the lofty height 
of heaven, or expand according to the measure of 
the earth; desiring the gods, desiring a chariot, 
sustain with your might the shining chariot (that 
is mounted) by the mighty gods. 1 

Varga xxn. 6. Badiant daughters of heaven, Dawn and 


1 What this may mean is not very obvious, H. Langlois lias 
very ingeniously made sense of it, whether agreeably to Indian 
notions may perhaps be doubted : <f recevez avec un pieu:£ 
empressement le char divin qui arrive sur vet re grand seuil 
avec les grand dieux,” 
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Night, sit down on the place of sacrifice; 0 you, < 
who are desirous and possessed of affluence, may ^ 
the gods desirous (of oblations) sit down on your 
spacious lap. 

7. (When) the grinding-stone is uplifted, the 
mighty Aght kindled, the acceptable vessels (ready) 
on the lap of earth; (then), most learned priests, 
who take the foremost place, bestow wealth upon 
us at this sacrifice. 

8. Sit down, you three goddesses, upon this 
broad bar his, we have spread it out for you; Ila, 
radiant (Saraswati) and bright-footed (Bharati) 
accept our sacrifice and well-presented oblations as 
if they were Manu’s. 

9. Divine Twashtri, since thou hast attained to 
beauty (through our oblations), and hast become the 
associate of the Aegirasas, do thou, the bestower 
of wealth, possessed of precious treasure, and know¬ 
ing (to whom each portion belongs), offer the food 
of the gods (to them). 

10. Yanaspati, 1 who art intelligent, having 
fastened it with a rope, convey the food of the 
gods; may the divine (Vanaspati) taste it, may 
he take the oblations (to the gods); may heaven 
and earth protect my invocation. 

11. Bring, Agm, to our sacrifice Yarttna and 


1 [According to Sayana the sacrificial post or stake (yupa). 
See Vol. III. p. 4, verse 1, and p. 243, verse 10.] 


VOL. VI. 


0 
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Indra from heaven, and the Maruts from the 
firmament; may the adorable universal gods sit 
down on the sacred grass, and may the immortal 
deities rejoice in (the oblation presented with) the 
Swahd. 


StfKTA III. (LXXL) 

The deity is jndm y knowledge of the supr-eme Brahma ; 1 the 
RUM is Beihaspati of the family of Aitgieas, the metre of the 
ninth verse is Jagatij of the rest Trishtubk, 

Varga xxi IL 1, That, Brihaspati, is the best (part) of speech 

which those 2 3 giving a name (to objects) first utter; 
that which was the best of those (words) * and free 
from defect, (SARASWATf) reveals it though secretly 
implanted, by means of affection. 

2, When the wise create Speech through wisdom 
winnowing (it) as (men winnow) barley with a 


1 The knowledge of Brahma is identical with the study of 
the Veda, so that the subject of this hymn is the eulogy of the 
understanding of the Veda as essential to divine knowledge. 
This mystification and panegyric of the Veda by the Veda itself 
clearly belongs to a period more recent than that of the earlier 
Mandalas of the Big-veda. 

2 According to Sayana this refers to children’s first utterances: 
he says Brihaspati says this to himself with a smile, having 
noticed that children know the meaning of the Veda, The 
first words are <f tat& } idta** etc. j^He compares the Aitareya 
Bi\ I* 14,] 

3 Rkh&m is not explained, hut tat is interpreted as tc that 
knowledge of the Veda.” 
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sieve, then friends know friendship; 1 good fortune 
is placed upon their word. 

3. (The wise) reached the path of Speech by 
sacrifice, they found it centred in the Rising ■ having 
acquired it they dispersed it in many places; the 
seven noisy (birds) 2 meet together. 

4. One (man) indeed seeing Speech has not 
seen her; another (man) hearing her has not 
heard her j but to another she delivers her person 
as a loving wife well-attired presents herself to 
her husband. 3 

5. They call one man firmly established in the 
friendship (of Speech), they do not exclude him 
from (the society of) the powerful (in knowledge) ; 
another wanders with an illusion that is barren, 
bearing Speech that is without fruit, without 
flowers. 

6. He who has abandoned the friend who knows axiv. 
the duty of a friend, 4 in his speech there is not a 


1 Say an a derives mlchdyah from sa anti Jchyd mmdnakhydnuh f 
and explains this as “ those who possess knowledge of the 
Sastras,” etc* 

% The seven metres, G&yatri, etc., are here referred to* The 
previous words refer to the diffusion of learning; those who have 
studied the Veda have afterwards taught it to others. 

3 p i.e. according to Sayan a, “he understands thoroughly the 
meaning of the Yeda.”] 

4 Sackimdcm is explained by Sayana as “the teacher who 
is the friend of the Ye da because he shows his gratitude to the 
Yeda by preventing the destruction of tradition.” 
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particle (of sense); what he hears, he hears amiss ; 1 
for he knows not the path of righteousness. 

7. Friends 2 possessing eyes, possessing ears, were 
(yet) unequal in mental apprehension ; some seemed 
like pools reaching to the mouth, others reaching to 
the loins, others like pools in which one can bathe. 

8. Although Brahmans who are friends concur 
in the mental apprehensions which are conceived by 
the heart (of the wise), yet in this (assembly) they 
abandon one man (to ignorance of the sciences) 
that are to be known, others again who are reckoned 
as Brahmans 3 (wander at will in the meanings of 
the Yeda). 

9. Those who do not walk (with the Brahmans) 
in this lower world nor (with the gods) in the upper 
world 4 —they are neither Brahmans nor offerers of 
libations; they, devoid of wisdom, attaining Speech, 
having sin-producing (Speech), becoming plough¬ 
men pursue agriculture. 

10. All friends rejoice when the friendly (liba¬ 
tion), the support of the assembly (of the priests), 


1 Sayan a, ** what he hears outside (contrary to) the Veda he 
hears false.” This would imply the existence of schismatieal 
doctrines* 

2 [Sayana, “ persons having equal knowledge.”] 

3 [Sayana, u who possess the lorestigated Brahma, consisting 
of knowledge, divine lore (sruti), thought and wisdom/* i.e. 
“ the learned.”] 

* The text has only arc ah mil paras, u behind—in front.” 
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has arrived (at the sacrifice); for (Soma), the re¬ 
mover of iniquity, the giver of sustenance, being 
placed (in the vessels), is sufficient for their in- 
vigoration. 

11. One (the Motri) is diligent in the repetition 
of the verses (of the Rich ); another (the Udgdtri ) 
chants the Gdyatra (the Saman ) in the Sakvari 
metre ; another the Brahma, declares the knowledge 
of what is to be done; another (the Adhwaryu) 
measures the materials of the sacrifice. 


ADHYAYA III. 

HANDALA X. 

ANUVA'KA VI. Continued. 

StfnTA IV. (T. XXTT .) 

The deities are the gods : the Ruhi is BRiHASPATr, the son of 
Loka or Beth asp ATI, of the family of Ats’giraSj or Abiti the 
daughter of Daksha : the metre is Anu&htuhh. 

1. Let us proclaim with a clear voice the genera¬ 
tions of the gods (the divine company), who, when 
their praises are recited, look (favourably on the 
worshipper) in this latter age. 

2. Brahmanaspati 1 filled these (generations of 
the gods) with breath as a blacksmith (his bellows); 


1 The lord of food, according to the Scholiast; the same as 
AMU. 


Varga I. 






198 


RIG-VEDA SAXHITA. 


in the first age of the gods the existent was bom 
of the non-existent. 1 2 

3. In the first age of the gods the existent was 
"born of the non-existent; after that the quarters 
(of the horizon) were born, and after them the 
upward-growing (frees): 

4. The earth was born from the upward-growing 
(tree), the quarters were born from the earth; 
Daksha was born from Aditi, and afterwards Aditc 
from Daksiia . 5 

5. Aditi, who was thy daughter, Daksha, was 
born; 3 * after her the gods were born adorable, freed 
from the bonds of death. 

VargaII. 6. When, gods, you abode in this pool* well- 


1 Asatah means that which at the primary creation of the 
gods was without name or form : there is an. allusion to the 
popular text, “ asad va idam agra unit tato vai sad ajdijata” 
[Sayana cites the Chhandogya Upanishad, VI. 2.] 

2 [Sayana remarks, “It may be objected that there is a con¬ 

tradiction here, since a self-produced effect cannot be the cause 
of itself. The venerable Yaska removing this objection has 
questioned and refuted the inconsistency. He says (Mrnktn, 
XI. 23), ‘It may he objected, How can it be that Daksha 
was born from Aditi and afterwards Aditi from Daksha ? 1 be 

answer is, Either they were born together or by a divine law 
they reciprocally gave birth to each other and shared each 
other’s nature.’ "] 

3 Sayana (apparently), “gave birth to (those Adityas)-” 

1 i.e. When the world was yet water, as it was before creation, 

and the gods were properly speaking uncreated. 
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arranged, then a pungent dust 1 went forth from 
you as if you were dancing. 

7. When, gods, you filled the worlds (with your 
radiance) as clouds (fill the earth with rain), then 
you brought forth the sun hidden in the ocean. 

8. Eight 2 sons (there were) of Aditi who were 
bom from her body; she approached the gods with 
seven, she sent forth MXrtanda on high. 

9. With seven sons Aditi went to a former 
generation, but she bore MXetanda for the birth 
and death (of human beings). 3 


SIjkta T. (LXXni.) 

The deities are the Mautos ; the QiAi is Gat7bit£ti, the son of 
Saxti ; the metre is Trishfuih. 

3. Thou hast been born, (Indka), for strength, 
for slaying (enemies), powerful, adorable, most 
mighty, extremely proud j the Maruts animated 


1 Or “particle this refers to the sun mounting into the 
sky. 

2 The comment gives the names; Mitra, Yanina, Dhatri, 
Aryaman, Ainsa, Bhaga, Yivaswat, and A'ditya (the sun). This 
is the myth of an earlier period; the Pnranas made the Adityas 
twelve in number. Sayana cites the Taitt. Sarah. YI. 5. 6. 1. 

* Sayana explains this as meaning that the life, death, etc., 
of sentient beings is dependent on the rising and setting of the 
sun ; there is also a play of words in Murtdnda as derived from 
mrita “dead” and anda “egg,” *.a. birth. He cites the Taitt. 
Sainh. YI. 5. 3. 1. [This hymn is translated by Muir, Sanskrit 
Texts, part iv. p. 10.] 


Varga III. 
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Varga IV. 


Indra in the (FWYm-fight) when (his) sustaining 
mother 1 sustained the hero. 

2. The martial troop of (Indra) the injurer 
encamped around Indra, (accompanied) by the 
swift-moving (Maruts): they animated him with 
abundant praise ; like (cattle) penned up within a 
great stall, the embryonic (waters) issued from the 
( Vritra) who had arrived in the form of darkness. 

3. Yast, (Indra), are thy feet; when thou ad¬ 
vances^ the Yajas, and whatsoever (deities are) 
there animated thee; thou, Indra, holdest a thou¬ 
sand jackals in thy mouth, mayest thou bring back 
the Aswins. 

4. Hastening in battle thou approachest the 
sacrifice ; thou bringest the two Nasatyas to 
friendship (with us) ; thou, Indra, possessest a 
heap of treasures, thousands (in number) ; the 
Aswins, hero, gave us riches. 

5. Indra rejoicing at the sacrifice accompanied 
by his swift-moving friends (the Maruts, gave) 
wealth to the people ; he has come with them 
against the Dasyu to destroy his illusions; lie has 
scattered the dark rain-clouds 2 and the gloom. 

6. Thou hast expelled the two of the same name, 
thou hast destroyed the Vritra as (he destroyed) 


1 Dhanishtha may be another name of Aditi. Yajur V edn, 
XXXIII. 64. 

* [Sayana explains tamrah as “ causing to languish,’ 1 * *.e. by 
giving no rain.] 
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the cart of the dawn; thou advancedst with the 
mighty friends (the Maruts), who were eager (to 
slay the Vritra) ; thou demolishedst his precious 
limbs. 

7. Thou hast slain the slave Naxuchi endeavour¬ 
ing (to disturb) the sacrifice, 1 making his illusions 
powerless against the Bdshi ; thou hast made easy 
for Manu the paths to the gods so as (to make) the 
ways straight. 

8. Tliou hast filled these waters, thou, Ixdra, 
who art the lord (of all) bearest (the thunderbolt) 
in thy hands; the gods glorify thee (who art en¬ 
dowed) with strength; thou hast made the clouds 
with their roots upwards. 2 

9. When his thunderbolt abode everywhere in 
the firmament, it also subjugated the water to him ; 
the water which is let loose upon the earth puts 
milk into cows and herbs. 3 

10. Although (some) say he came from the horse 
(the sun), I know that he is the offspring of 
strength; he came from wrath, he stands in the 


1 [Or “desiring thy wealth.” The probable meaning of 
makkasyu , “desiring to fight,” seems unknown to Sayana.] 

* i.e. thou hast turned them upside down (adhoinukhan, with 
their faces turned downwards). Sayana takes taninah as clouds, 
or rays. 

3 [The commentary is wanting. The translation in the text 
is based on the commentary on the same verse in the Sanaa 
Veda, I. 4. 1. 4. 9.] 
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homes (of his enemies); Indra knows whence he 
was born. 

11. The swift-moving well-flying (rays of the 
sun), loving sacrifices, discerning (the future), de¬ 
serving knowledge, invested Indra; dissipate the 
darkness, fill out the light; release us like men 
bound with a net. 

SIjkta VI. (LXXTV.) 

Deities, Rishi, and metre as before, 

Varga v. 1. Indra desiring to bestow (wealth) is attracted 
by the inhabitants of heaven and earth (for the 
acquisition) of riches, either by pious acts or by 
sacrifices; (he is attracted) either by those swift- 
moving (persons) who acquire wealth in battle or 
by those who being successful (inflict) successful 
injury. 1 

2. The animating invocation of these (Angirasas) 
pervaded heaven; (the gods) with minds desirous 
of food kissed 2 the earth ; and there beholding (the 
lost cattle), the gods for their own benefit made 
illumination) like the sun by their own glorious 
radiance. 

3. This (is) the praise of these immortal (gods), 


1 Sayana’s explanation is not clear: he takes vantim as Atmdm, 
and susrunam as auprasiddham (very famous, or very successful). 

a [Sayana, simply “arrived.” The subject of nimsata may 
be the Angirasas, who were sent by Indra to point out where 
the cattlo of the worshippers was ] 
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who bestow wealth at the sacrifice; perfecting our 
praise and sacrifice, may they bestow upon us 
unequalled riches. 

4. Thy men praised (thee) then, Indra, (those) 
who wished to break into 1 the vast (stall) full of 
cattle; who milked the extensive once-generating 
earth, 2 mother of many children, the showerer of 
thousands (of blessings). 

5. Celebrators of holy rites, select for your pro¬ 
tection Ijtdra the unsubdued, the tamer of hostile 
hosts; mighty, opulent, much glorified, who, loud- 
sliouting, is the bearer of the thunderbolt, which is 
friendly to man. 

6. When Ixdra, the destroyer of cities, had slain 
the most mighty (Vritra), then he the Vrit.ra- 
slayer filled the waters; he was manifest (to all), 
the subduer of enemies, the lord of all, the most 
opulent; may he do that which we desire to have 
done. 


1 Jlahidhara (on Yajush, XXXIII. 28) explains urvam 
gomantam titritsun as “ who desire to effuse the abundant 
(Soma) mixed with water.” 

a Or “ heaven.” Sayana gives this alternative explanation in 
consequence of VI. 48. 22, “sakriddka dyaur ajagata.” Mahidhara 
says “ giving gold, grain, etc., once.” 
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Sl'kta VII. (LSXV.) 

The deities are the Rivers; the RUM is Siwdhtjsshit, the son of 
Pbitamedha ; the metre is Jag at i . 

Varga yi. 1. Waters, the worshipper addresses to you 
excellent praise in the dwelling of the institutor 
of the rite ; they flowed by sevens through the 
three (worlds) ; but the Sindhu surpasses (all) the 
(other) streams in strength. 

2. For thy course, Sindhu, Yaruna tore open 
a path, since thou hastenedst towards food; thou 
goest by a lofty road down upon the earth, by 
which (road) thou reignest in the sight of all 
worlds. 

3. The sound goeth forth in heaven above the 
earth; (Sindhu) with shining wave animates his 
endless speed; as rains issue thundering from the 
cloud, so Sind hit (thunders) when he advances 
roaring like a bull. 

4. Like mothers crying for their sons, (the other 
rivers) hasten towards thee, Sindhu, like milch 
cows with their milk; thou leadest thy two wings 1 
like a king going to battle when thou marchest 
in the van of the streams that are descending 
(with thee). 

5. Accept this my praise, Ganga,* Yamuna, 


1 [Sayana’s explanation, “thy flowing combatants,” is not 
inconsistent with the meaning, “ wings of an army.”] 

s [As to these rivers, see Iloth’s Lit. and Hist, of the V'eda, 
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Sarasvati, Suttjdri, Parushni, Marudvridha with 
Asikni, and VitastX; listen, Aejikiya with Su- 
shomX. * 1 

6. Thon, Sindhh, in order to reach the swift- 
moving GoiiATf, hast united thyself first with the 
TrishtXmA : (now be united) with the Shsaetu, the 
EasI, the Sweti, the KubhX, and the Mehatxu, in 
conjunction 2 with which streams thou dost advance. 

7. Straight-flowing, white-coloured, bright-shining 
(Sindiiu) bears along in its might the rapid waters ; 
the inviolable Sixdhu, the most efficacious of the 
efficacious, is speckled like a mare, beautiful as a 
handsome woman. 

8. The Sindhu is rich in horses, rich in chariots, 
rich in clothes, rich in gold ornaments, well-made, 
rich in food, rich in wool, 3 ever fresh, abounding 


pp* 136-140* Paru&hnk is another name for JrdvatL Marud¬ 
vridha means increased by the Maruts or storm-gods* The 
Arjikiyd is the same as the Vipdsa , and the Smhomd is the 
Sindhu. See l^irukta, III. 26; referred to above, Yol. L 
p. 88, note. See also Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, vol. ii* p* 355*] 

1 A verse is inserted here in some MSS., but no notice is taken 
of it by Sayana* lf Those who are drowned at the confluence 
of the Slid and Asitd go to heaven ; the resolute people who 
abandon their lives (thus) enjoy immortality*” 

2 [Sayana takes saratham literally, u having mounted the same 
chariot with them.” Cf* infrd v* 9*] 

3 Of which, says Sayana, blankets are made* The wool of 
the sheep on the west of the Indus has become (1858) a valuable 
article of the trade of Bombay* 
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Varga VIII* 


in Bilama plants, 1 and the auspicious river wears 
honey-growing (flowers). 

9. Sixdhu has harnessed his easy-going well- 
horsed chariot, with it may he bring (us) food; the 
might of this inviolable, great, renowned (chariot) 
at this sacrifice is praised as mighty. 

StfKTA VIII. (LXXVI.) 

The deities are the stones with which the Soma plant is crashed; 

the RisM is Jahatkakwa SaepajAti, son of IbIvat ; the metre 

is JagatL 

1. I propitiate yon at the commencement of the 
food-possessing (dawns); yon reveal Indra, the 
Maruts, heaven and earth j both heaven and earth 
being nnited attend on us in all the chambers 
of sacrifice j (may they fill us) with wealth.' 

2. Pour forth this excellent libation; the stone 
grasped by the hand is like a horse when the 
grinder (eflfnses the Soma) ; the animating (worship¬ 
per) acquires virile strength overpowering (his foes) 
when (the stone) bestows horses for the sake of 
great wealth. 

B. May this (sacrificial) work of this grinding- 
stone, the effusion of the Soma, spread as it went 
formerly along the path to Manu ; when the son 


1 mama plants, according to the statements of husbandmen, 
furnish cordage for fastening ploughs* 

1 [Properly udiHda =at their opening (or commencement) and 
nA««l=the two halves of the day. Sayana also omits yatha.'] 
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of Twashtrt, hidden by the (stolen) cows, and 
assuming the form of a horse, (was to be slain), 
the worshippers had recourse at the sacrifices to the 
inviolable (upper grinding-stones). 

4. Drive away the disturbing Raxshasas ; keep 
off Nirritij prohibit all malignity; effuse for us 
riches with male progeny; bear, stones, the praise 
that delights the gods. 

5. (The Adhwaryu) praises you who are stronger 
even than heaven, quicker in work than Yibhwan, 1 
more diffusive of the Soma than Vayt, more bounti¬ 
ful of food than Agni. 

6. May the renowned stones bring us the effused Varga 
(juice) of the Soma, (may they establish us) with 
brilliant praise in the brilliant ($»»es-sacrifice), 
where the priests milk forth the desirable Soma- 
juice, cryiug out all around, and racing each 
other. 

7. The swiftly-moving grinding-stones effuse the 
Soma ; desiring praise, they milk forth its juice ; 
they milk forth the juice for the sprinkling (of 
Agni); the leaders (of rites) purify the oblations 
with their mouths, 2 

8. Ye stones, leaders (of rites), you are the doers 
of good works; you who express the Soma for 


1 One of the Rilku8> the sons of Sudhamoan. See YoL III. 
p* 339 note, 

2 By devouring the refuse; or (metaphorically) by the praise 
of their mouths. 
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Indr A, (make) all desirable wealth for the glory 
of heaven; yon (give) all treasures to the earthly 
effuser. 


Sthm. IX. (LXXVII.) 

The deities are the M abuts ; the Rishi is Syumabasmi of the 
family of Bhbigu; the metre of the fifth verse is Jagati , of 
the rest Trishtuhh. 

Varga x. 1. (The Maruts), pleased with our praise like 
water-drops sent down by clouds, shower wealth; 
they are the generators (of the world) like sacrifices 
abounding with oblations; I have not praised the 
mighty band of Maruts (adequately) for their 
honour or for their glory. 

2. The destructive 1 (Maruts) made ornaments 
for their decoration; many hostile hosts cannot 
overcome the band of Maruts ; the moving sons of 
heaven do not issue forth, the swift-going sons 
of Aditi do not increase (in glory). 2 

3. (The Maruts), who through the might of 
heaven and earth have emerged from their own 
persons as the sun emerges from the cloud, (are) 
desirous of praise like powerful heroes, and radiant 
like men who overpower their enemies. 

4. In your collision, as in the transit of waters, 
the earth is not shaken, is not shattered; this mam- 


i Or “human”; because the Maruts -were at first men, but 
through their good works obtained immortality. 

* Because, says the Scholiast, they are not praised by us. 
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fold sacrifice comes towards you ; approach united 
as if laden with food. 

5. You (move along) like horses harnessed to the 
chariot-poles with reins; at break of day you (are 
endowed) with radiance like the luminaries (of 
heaven); you are like hawks, like the destroyers 
of foes, desirous of renown; you cover the ground 
like travellers, you move everywhere. 

6. When, Martjts, you come from a distance, 
then, Vasus, distributors of abundant, desirable, 
coveted wealth, do you scatter afar our concealed 
foes. 



Varga XT. 


7. The worshipper who engaged in worship at 
the sacrifice, accompanied with praise, 1 2 presents 
donations (to the priests) as if to the Maruts, he 
enjoys food with riches, and male progeny; may 
he be present at the god’s /Sb»z«-drinking. 

8. May those protecting deities who are entitled 
to be worshipped at sacrifices, who under the name 
of Ah itvas 2 are the bestowers of felicity, may they 
(the Maruts) accelerating their chariots, and 
desirous of the ample (oblation), upon their arrival 
at the sacrifice protect our praise. 


1 [Sayana explains udrichi yajne as “ when the sacrifice has 
the praise perfected, when the sacrifice is complete,” or else 
u when the sacrifice is begun.” Grassmann separates udrichi t 
translating it ** in der Folge, fortan.”] 

2 Or, by means of the water connected with Adilya (the 
sun). 


VOL. VI. 


P 
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SIjkta X. ( LX XVTTT.) 

Deities and Rishi as before ; the metre of the second and last 
three verses is Jagati, of the rest Thishtdeh. 

Varga xii. 1 . They (the IVIaeuts) are like Brahmans sancti¬ 
fied by pious praises, they are ins tit a tors of holy 
rites like the propitiators of the gods by sacrifices; 
decked with various ornaments, and handsome like 
kings, devoid of sin like men (who are the lords) 
of habitations. 

2. (You) who like Aexi (are endowed) with 
splendour, who have golden ornaments upon your 
breasts, who like the winds (are) self-yoked, swift- 
moving, who like the extremely wise (are) venerable 
and able guides, and like the jSima-juices the givers 
of delight, (do you come) to the (worshipper) going 
to the sacrifice. 

3. (The Maeuts), who like the winds cause (the 
foes) to tremble and move swift; blazing like the 
flames of fires, (who are) the achievers of heroic 
deeds like warriors clad in mail; munificent donors 
like the praises of ancestors. 

4. Who (are) united to a common centre like the 
spokes (of the wheels) of chariots, brilliant like 
victorious heroes, sprinkling water like benevolent 
men, sweet-voiced like men who recite praise. 

5. Who (are) most excellent and swift like 
horses, lords of cars and munificent like the 
possessors of wealth, swiftly moving like rivers 
with water flowing from a height, (accompanied) 
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everywhere with hymns like the multiform Angt- 
rasas. 

6. Having streams for mothers like the grinding- Varga xm. 
stones 1 which send forth moisture; ever destroy¬ 
ing (enemies) like destructive thunderbolts ; having 

tender mothers like sportive infants; (endowed) 
with splendour like a great crowd of men in a 
procession. 

7. Who, radiant in sacrifices like the rays of the 
Dawn, shine with tlieir ornaments like those 
expectant of good fortune, (who) swift-moving like 
rivers, having bright weapons, have traversed 
leagues like mares who have journeyed from far, 

(may they come to our sacrifice). 

8. Divine Maruts, magnified (by our praise), 
render us, your praisers, prosperous and opulent; 
come to this friendly laudation, for your precious 
bounties have been long (bestowed upon us). 


St/KTA XI. (LXXIX.) 

The deity is Agni ; the RUM is either Acsr SacchIka or Agxi 
VaiswIsaha, or Satti son of YAjaiebiiaea ; the metre is 
Thishtubh. 

1. I have beheld the might of the adorable Varga xiv. 
(AfflSl) immortal in (the hearts of) mortal beings; 
his two jaws, divided asunder, shut together; 


1 [Sayana, “clouds,” apparently taking sindhumatarah as 
meaning "mothers of rivers.”] 
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devouring 1 without masticating consume much 
(fuel). 

2. His head is deposited in a cavern; 2 his eyes 
are wide apart; with his tongue he devours the 
wood without masticating; (the priests) approaching 
on foot reverently offer him oblations amongst the 
people with uplifted hands. 

3. Longing for the abundant creepers of the 
maternal (earth, longing for) their more excellent 
concealed (root), he creeps like a child ; he has found 
the tree shining like ripe grain, upon the lap of the 
earth, tasting (the ether). 

4. This (that) I declare unto you, heaven and 
earth, (is) the truth ; as soon as born, the embryo 
devours the parents; 3 I who am a mortal know not 
(the condition) of the deity; Agni, (0 Vaiswanara), 
is discriminating, he is exceedingly wise. 

5. He who quickly offers him food, makes obla¬ 
tions to him with dripping jSbmflt-juices, and delights 
him (with food); (Agni) looks upon him with a 
thousand eyes; thou, Agni, art everywhere present. 

6. What wrathful act, what sin hast thou com¬ 
mitted among the gods ? Ignorant I ask thee, Agni, 


1 [Sayana “feeding the worshipper,” Asinvati, “insatiable,” 
he explains by mmkhadantyau, “ not chewing.”] 

2 i.e. in the stomachs of men, referring to the fire of digestion. 
The “eyes” are the sun and moon. 

3 i.e. fire as soon as lighted burns the two pieces of touchwood 
by which it was generated. 
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sporting (here) not sporting (there), golden-hued; 
eating what is to he eaten, thou cuttest (thy food) 
into pieces as the knife (cuts up) the cow. 

7. Born in the woods, he has harnessed his steeds 
which move everywhere held in by straight-guiding 
reins; friendly and augmented by rays, he has dis¬ 
tributed (wealth); he grows in strength nourished 
with logs of wood. 

Suzta XII. (LXXX.) 

Deity and metre as before ; the Rishi is Aexi Sauchika or Afffli 
VaiswXstaba. 

1. Agni gives (his worshipper) a food-acquiring Varga XV. 
steed, Agist gives (him) a valiant son, renowned, 
assiduous in pious works ; Agni travels beautifying 
heaven and earth; Agni (makes) a woman the 
bearer of male offspring (and) intelligent. 

2. May the fuel of the efficient Agni be aus¬ 
picious ; Agni has penetrated the vast heaven and 
earth; Agni animates (the worshipper) alone in 
battles; Agni destroys numerous enemies. 

3. Agni verily has protected Jaratkarna ; he 
has consumed JariJtha 1 with his flames; Agni 
rescued Atri 2 in the hot fissure ; Agni furnished 
Nriaiedha with progeny. 

4. Agni sending forth flames bestows wealth; 

Agni (gives a son to) the Rishi who acquires a 
thousand cows; Agni spreads the oblation through 


[Sec Yol. IV. p. 29.] 


2 [Sec Yol. I. p. 290.] 
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heaven, the forms of Agni are manifested in many 
places. 

5. The Mishis varionsly invoke Agni with 
hymns; men when hard pressed in battle (invoke) 
Agni ; the birds flying in mid-heaven (invoke) 
Agni; Agni circumambulates thousands of cattle. 

6. The races who are of human birth praise 
Agni, so do the men descended from king Nahttsh ; 
Agni (hears) the voice which is fit for the path of 
sacrifice ; Agni’s path lies everywhere in gill. 

7. The Ribiius have fabricated praise for Agni ; 
we have recited pious praise to the mighty Agni ; 
Agni, youngest (of the gods), protect thy worship¬ 
per ; Agni, bestow (on him) abundant wealth. 

S6kta XIII. (LXXXI.) 

The deity is TiswakAriiah ; 1 the Rishi is Vis wa earn an, son of 
BntrvANA; the metre is Trkhfulh. 

1. The JRisM, the Jlotri , our father who offering 2 


1 Not the artificer of the gods, hat, as appears from both test 
and comment, the maker of all, the creator, Paramcswara- 
[The epithet is nsed of Imdra, YIII. 9. 2. The whole of this 
Sukta occurs in Yajur Yeda, XYII, 17-23. See Muir, vol. iv. 
p, 5, vol. v. p. 32.] 

* i.e. "destroying at the pralaya, or dissolution of the world 
see Mahfdhara on Yajur Veda, XVII. 17. Andat means “has 
stopped,” or “has sat down in Agni.” The “wealth” desired 
by Viswakarma is heaven, which is to he obtained by hymns and 
the like. As who. may mean “ by the wish to become many,” 
or, “by the desire to create again and again.” Pra t/i am a eh chhad 
may mean “assuming the principal form,” or “first investing 
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all these worlds * 1 * lias taken his seat; desiring wealth 
hy pious benedictions, the first inventor has entered 
inferior (being’s). 

2. What was the station? what was the material? 
how was (it done) ? so that the beholder of all, 
Viswakarman (was) generating and disclosed 
heaven by his might. 3 * 

3. Having eyes everywhere, and having a face 
everywhere, having arms everywhere, and having 
feet everywhere, he traverses 3 (heaven) with his 


Agni with the worlds/ 5 In this somewhat enigmatical verso 
there is an awkward confounding of persons, the Jtish f, and 
the deity; but both commentators consider the latter as Para- 
meswara to be especially intended, quoting the usual texts, 
u atm a vd idam eka evdgra as it” etc. 

1 [Sayana cites Yaska (Nirukta, X. 26) to the effect that 

Viswakarman at a sarwmedfta, or universal sacrifice, offered up 
all the worlds, and last of all offered up himself in sacrifice. 
The first lino of this verse refers to the destruction of all things, 
and the second to their re-creation. Verses 1 to 4 are translated 
and commented on by Dr, Seherman, Phil. Hymn, p, 33.] 

3 In the first verse it is said that after the prataga^ the creator 
made all things anew. It is now asked—where was the scene 
of action, what were the materials, and how was the work 
performed? In this world, says the commentator, a potter must 
have his shop, his clay, his wheel; so what site, matter, and 
implements had Tstvara ? Sayana intimates that the questions 
imply a negative answer, and says they mean that nothing of 
the kind was necessary. 

3 Sandhamati properly means fS hc blows together/ 5 or in¬ 
flates; 5 5 a curious metaphorical expression to denote the work 

of creation. 
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arms, (earth) with his swift-moving (feet), and 
exists a god without companion generating heaven 
and earth. 

4. "Which was the forest, which the tree, from 
which they 1 fabricated heaven and earth? Inquire, 
sages, in your minds what (place) he was stationed 
in when holding the worlds. 

5. Grant to thy friends, Yiswakarman, at the 
oblation, thy best, thy worst and thy intermediate 
forms, 2 and to these do thou thyself, possessor of 
the oblation, becoming augmented in person (by 
oblations), offer worship. 

6. Yiswakarmax, magnified by the oblation, 3 4 do 
thou of thyself worship earth and heaven; let other 
men (who offer no oblations) be everywhere con¬ 
founded ; may he, rich in oblations, be the grante r 
of heaven at this our (sacrifice) . 1 


1 Lb. the makers of the world, directed by Parameswara. 

2 The best forms are the bodies of the gods, etc,; the inter¬ 
mediate forms are the bodies of men, etc.; the inferior forma 
are the bodies of worms, etc. The application of the concluding 
clause is not very clearly explained, and there is apparently a 
confounding of the creator Yiswakarman, and Yiswakarman as 
TwashtVh or Agni* According to Mahidhara it means that man 
is incompetent to worship the creator, that is, in his forms, and 
it must be done by himself, 

3 fOr, f< by me, Yiswakarman^ becoming an oblation/' So, 
too, in the preceding verse, Say ana explained havnhi, i£ at the 
oblation,” as u when I am made an oblation/ 3 ] 

4 This verse occurs in Sama Veda, II. 7. 3, 9. 1; Nirukta, 
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7. Let ns this day invoke for our protection the 
lord of speech, the creator of all, who is swift as 
thought) * 1 2 may he, the bestower of all happiness, 
the doer of good works, he propitiated by all our 
oblations, (so as) to grant us his protection. 


Sukta XIV. (LXXXII.) s 
Deity, Ruhij and metre as before* 

1. The maker of the senses, 3 resolute in mind, Varga xvil. 
engendered the water, (and then) these two (heaven 

and earth) floating (on the waters); when those 
ancient boundaries were fixed, then the heaven and 
earth were expanded. 

2. Yiswaxarsiam', of comprehensive mind and 
manifold greatness, is all-pervading, the creator, the 
arranger and the supreme supervisor; him in whom 


X. 27; and Yajur Veda, XVII. 22, Yaska explains skrih as 
prajndtdj u knowing/ 1 There is no comment on the word mrlh 
in the Sdman* Huhidhara takes magliam in its usual sense of 
Indra , and Bun as an epithet thereof, “ may Indra be our 
adviser/* 

1 According to Muhidhara all these epithets apply to Indra, 
understood. See Yajur Veda, VIII. 45, and XVII. 23* 

2 The whole of this Sukta occurs Yajur Veda, XVII. 25-31. 

3 Lit. “the father of the eye 3 *—part put for the whole* 
Mana&d dhirah means, according to the comment, “ reflecting 
that there was no one equal to himself. 1 * The priority of water 
in the creation is affirmed by both Sruti and Smriti: iC dpo id 
idam agre y pa em smarjddauR 
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the desires of their (senses) are satisfied with food, 
they call (him) supreme beyond the seven JRishis. 1 

3. He who is our preserver, our parent, the 
creator (of all), who knows our abodes (and knows) 
all beings, who is the name-giver of the gods— 
he is one j other beings come to him to inquire, 2 

4. Those ancient Ilishis who adorned (with light) 
these beings in the animate and inanimate world, 
offer to him wealth (of sacrifice) as praisers with 
abundant (laudation). 

5. What was that embryo which was beyond the 
heaven, beyond this earth, beyond the gods, beyond 
the Asuras , which the waters first retained, in 
which all the gods contemplated each other ? 

6. The waters verily first retained the embryo 


1 This verse is said by Sayana to admit of two applications— 
one to Aditya (the sun), the other to Paramdtmd, which is that 
followed in the text. Yaslia also explains it in this double 
sense: see Hiruktn, X. 26. Mahidhara confines it to Para¬ 
mdtmd, but gives the whole a different turn. As applicable to 
Aditya, Sayana renders the second line, “ Him in whom they 
delight their forms (or places) with water, him, those who are 
skilled in Mantras call the Aditya single, superior to the seven 
Rights.” Mahidhara renders the last part “the wise make the 
seven Rishis one with Visivalcarman ,’’ Yaska’s interpretation 
is to the same effect, hut he adds the legend that at the universal 
sacrifice Viswaharmetn (with the epithet) Jihawana ottered up all 
beings and then himself. 

2 i.e, to ask “who is the supreme lord.” Mahidhara says 
they ask what their ofiices are, and he appoints them their 
several functions. 
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in which all the gods were aggregated^ single, 
deposited on the navel of the unborn (creator), in 
which all beings abode. 1 * 

7. Tou know not him who has generated these 
(beings); (his life) is another, different from 
yours; 3 wrapped in fog, and foolish speech 3 * * (do 
they) wander (who are) gluttonous and engaged 
in devotion. 


1 The “ embryo ?? mentioned in this and the preceding verse 
is Viswakarman . With arpiiani, Say an a says andam must he 

understood, i.e. the mundane egg. Hahidhara says vijam, seed. 
They both derive their notions from Hanu. 

3 [Sayana somewhat amplifies this verse. He says, “The 
assertion that we know Viswakarman in the same way as men 
say *1 am Devadaita } I am Yajnadatta , 7 is false, for the essence 
(i tattwa ) of Viswakarman Paramemara is not endowed with 
conscious individual existence, but he is a different entity from 
you who are sentient beings, who have individual conscious¬ 
ness, and so forth/'] 

3 Jalpydj “saying I am god, I am man/' etc. The com¬ 

mentator’s explanation of amtripah is incoherent, kindpyu - 
puymdsitn prdndns iripyaniah (taking mu twice over), but ho 
adds udarambharah. He gives the general sense of this last 
clause as “ You are merely anxious for enjoyment in this world 
and in the next, therefore you know nothing of Viswakarman" 
taking uhthasavafr as implying singing hymns with a view to 

gaining felicity in a future state. Hahidhara has a similar 

explanation : “you who are engaged in the enjoyments of this 
world or the next, being subject to false knowledge or ignorance, 
have no knowledge of the Truth/ 1 This Siikta is remarkable 
for its anti-Yedantu and anti-Sankhya doctrines. 
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Varga XVIII. 


susTi xv. (Lxxxin.) 

Tlie deity is Manyu ; 1 the Rishi is Haittu, the son of Tapas; 
the metre of verse 1 is Jagati, of the rest Tnsktubh. 

1. He who worships thee, Manyu, the thunder¬ 
bolt, the destroyer (of enemies), enjoys all might 
and strength, combined; may we overcome the 
D asa and the Aeya with thee for our ally, in¬ 
vigorating, strong and vigorous. 2 

2. Manyu is Indka ; Manyu verily was a god; 
Manyu is the sacrificing priest (Agni), the omni¬ 
scient Yaeuna ; the people who are of human 
descent, praise Manyu ; protect us, Manyu, well 
pleased along with Tapas. 

3. Come to us Manyu, who art the strongest of 
the strong; with Tapas as thine ally overthrow our 
enemies; do thou who art the slayer of enemies, 
the slayer of adversaries, the slayer of foes, bring 
to ns all riches. 

4. Do thou, Manyu, who art possessed of over¬ 
powering strength, self-existent, irate, the over¬ 
comer of enemies, the beholder of all, enduring, 
vigorous, grant us strength in battles. 

5. Sage Manyu, taking no part 3 in the worship 


1 Manyu is the personification of, or the deity presiding over, 
anger; and the Sukta is to be repeated at sacrifices for the 
destruction, of enemies* 

s [So Sayana, taking sakasd as an adjective. Properly, 
“through thy vigorous vigour.”] , „ ■ 

3 Lit. “being without a share in thy acts (hnttcd), t.e. 
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of thee, the powerful one, I have retreated (from 
before my foes); worshipping not, I was angry with 
thee; (yet) being (incorporated with) my body, 
approach me to give me strength. 

6. I am thine, come to me, advancing to me, 
turned towards me, O resister (of foes), sustainer 
of all; Man yu, bearer of the thunderbolt, come up 
to me, let us slay the Dasyus , think upon thy 
kinsman. 

7. Approach, he upon my right, let us slay a 
multitude of foes; I offer to thee the best juice 
of the Soma, the sustainer, let us both drink it first 
in privacy. 


Sukta XTI. (LXXXIY.) 

The deity and Rishi as before; the metre of the first three 
stanzas is Truhtuhk, of the rest Jagati. 

1. May the leaders (of rites) wearing the form Varga xix. 
of Agni, (ascending) the same car with thee, 

Manyu, who art accompanied by the Maruts, 
proceed to combat, advancing, exulting, indiguant, 

armed with sharp arrows, whetting their weapons. 

2. Manyu, blazing like Agni, overthrow (our 
foes), come as our general, enduring (Manyu) when 
invoked (by us) in battle; having slain the enemies 
divide (amongst us) the treasure; granting (us) 
strength, scatter (our) foes. 


according to the commentator, “not saenfmng to thee at the 
sacrifice, and therefore being deprived of thy favour/- 
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3. Overthrow, Manyu, our assailant; advance 
against our foes, wounding, killing, annihilating 
them; (who) can resist thy fierce might ? 0 thou 
who art without companion, subjecting them thou 
leadest them subject. 

4. Thou art praised, Manyu, as (the conqueror) 
alone of many; animate us to contend with all men ; 
with thee, 0 thou of unshorn radiance, for our 
ally, we raise a loud shout for victory. 

5. Manyu, the giver of victory like Inbra, 
irreproachable, be thou our protector at this 
(sacrifice); enduring one, we sing to thee 
acceptable praise; we know this to be the source 
whence thou hast become (mighty), 

6. (Manyu), thou destructive thunderbolt, the 
overpowerer (of foes), twin-born with victory, thou 
possessest exceeding strength; be favourable to us, 
Manyu, in deeds, thou who art invoked by many 
in the shock of battle. 

7. May Yaren a and Manyu bestow upon us 
wealth of both kinds, undivided and completely 
our own, and may our enemies, bearing fear within 
their hearts, be overcome and utterly destroyed. 
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ANUV AKA VII. 

ASHTAKA VIII. Continued, 

ADIIYAYA III. Continued, 

StjKTA I. (LXXXV.) 

Soma is the deity of the first five stanzas; the marriage of 
S foxi of the next II ; of the 17th the gods, of the 18th 
Soma and the sun, of the 19th the moon, of stanzas 20 to 
28 marriage, of stanzas 29 and SO the touch of a bride's 
clothes, of the 31st the destroyer of sickness, of stanzas 
32 to 47 SuhyA. The Riahi is StfayX the daughter of 
Savitki, The metre of verses 14, 19 to 21, 23, 24, 26, 36, 37 
and 44 is Triahtubh, of verses 18, 27 and 43 Jagatiy of verse 
34 Vrohribatiy of the rest AnmAfuhh. 

1. Earth is upheld by truth; 1 heaven is upheld Vargaxx. 
by the sun; the Adittas are supported by sacrifice, 

Soma is supreme in heaven. 

2. By Soma the Adittas are strong; by Soma 
the earth is great; 2 Soma is stationed in the 
vicinity of these Nakshatras. 

3. He who has drunk thinks that tire herb which 
men crush is the Soma ; (but) that which the 


1 Brahman, the eternal soul. 

% i.e. by the Soma libations offered at sacrifices, or by the 
portion of the moon of which the gods are said to partake. 
The earth is nourished by the libations as the cause of rain, 
or by the moon as the lord of plants. The J Yafohatras may 
mean the vessels that hold the libations, or may bear its usual 
sense of lunar asterisms. 
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Brahmans know to be Soma, of that no one 
partakes. 1 2 3 

4. Concealed by means of coverings, protected 
by the Bdrhai&f O Soma, thou abidest listening 
to the grinding-stones; no terrestrial being partakes 
of thee. 

5. When, 0 god, they quaff thee, then dost thou 
renew thyself again; Vatu is the guardian of Soma, 
the maker of years and months. 

Varga sxi. 6. EaibiiI 3 was her companion; hfAEASAMsf her 
slave; Stjrya’s lovely dress was adorned by Gatha. 

7. Chitti (Mind) was the pillow, the Eye was 
the collyrium; heaven and earth were the box 
when SuryX went to her husband. 

8. Hymns were the cross-bars (of the car); the 
Kurira metre was the thong of the whip; 4 the 
Aswixs were Slrya’s groomsmen; 5 * * * Agni wa s the 
leader of the proce ssion. 


1 Sayana understands this as “ no one partakes of it unless 
he lias sacrificed*” If Sonia bo taken as the tnoonj if no one 
here will mean 11 no one hut the gods.” 

2 The Burhats are the guardians of the Soma, Swdm> Bhrdp , 
Anghdrya } etc* 

3 [The words MaibM Mrdsami and Gatha are personifications 
of song and praise. S&yana cites the Ait. Br* A' I* 32 on the 
derivation of Raibhi from rehh fi to sound.”2 

4 [Or u tuft of hair.” Cf. go’opasd, VL 53* 9*] 

5 See YgL I. p. 311, note a , and p. 322, verse 5. Sayapa 

cites the Aitareya Brahm* IV* 7, and says that Prajdpati Samtp 

(who are apparently identified) had offered his daughter Suryd 

to Smna, and that this appears from verse 9. 
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9. Soma was desirous of a bride ; the two 
Aswixs were the two groomsmen when Savitki 
gave SdEYA, who was ripe for a husband, (to Soma 
endowed) with intelligence, 

10. Mind was her chariot, and heaven was the 
covering, the two shining (orbs) were the oxen 
when Surya went to (her husband’s) dwelling. 1 

11. Those two oxen yoked by the Bich and the Varga xm 
Saman march equally; the two wheels were thy 

ears ; the moving path (was) in heaven. 

12. The two swift-moving wheels were thy pure 
(ears), Yayu was the fastened axle, Surya mounted 
the chariot of the Mind, going to her lord. 

13. Surya’s bridal procession which Sayitri de¬ 
spatched has advanced ' the oxen are whipped 
along in the Magha. (constellations) ‘ she is 
borne (to her husband’s house) in the Aejuni 
( constellations). 

14. "When, Aswins, you came in your three- 
wheeled car soliciting the marriage of Surya, then 
all the gods assented, and PiJshan (your) son chose 
(you as) his parents. 

15. "When, lords of water, you came to the 
giver-away (to get) Surya, where was the one 
wheel of your car, ivliere did you stand to make 
the gift ? 

16. Surya, the Brahmans know thy two-chariot Varga xxiii. 


1 [Sayana, ** when Surya went to Sowa.”] 
VOL, VI. 



Q 



226 


EIG-VEDA SAKTIIXi. 


wheels in their season; the single wheel 1 that 
is concealed, the sages know it also. 

37. I offer this adoration to Suet a, to the gods, 
to jVIitxia and Varujta, (and to all those) who are 
considerate to created beings. 

18. These two (the sun and moon) wandering 
in thought one after the other, youthful, sportive, 
approach the sacrifice; one (of them) looks over 
all worlds, the other regulating the seasons is bom 
repeatedly. 

19. New every day (the moon) is bom; the 
manifester of days he goes in front of the Dawns; 2 
he distributes their portion to the gods as he goes; 
the moon protracts a long existence. 

20. Ascend, Sueya, the chariot made of good 
kimsuka wood and of salmali , multiform, decorated 
with gold, well-covered, well-wheeled; prepare the 
happy world of the immortals, thy marriage pro¬ 
cession to thy husband. 3 


1 The two wheels being explained as the sun and moon, the 
third wheel is explained as the year. The whole passage 
(especially verse 13) seems to refer to some astronomical fact, 
theory or myth, which it is difficult to trace* 

1 Some, the commentator observes, apply the first half of the 
stanza to the sun; with this the words ahndm ketuh and ushasam 
agram better agree. But the moon is the manifester of days 
in the sense of regulating the time by iithis (lunar days). 

3 Colebrooke’s Essays, vol. i. p. 222; his version is a little 
different. The verse is to be repeated when the bride goes to 
the house of the husband. [It would he better to take (twt itosgd 
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21. Pise up from hence, for this (damsel) has a VargaXXIV. 
husband; I worship Yiswavasu * 1 with reverence 

and with hymns; seek for another maiden stil 1 
dwelling in her father’s house, decorated with 
ornaments; that is thy portion, know this (to be 
thy portion, take it) from thy birth. 

22. Eise up from hence, Yiswavasu ; we worship 
thee with reverence; seek another maiden, one 
with large hips; leave the bride with her husband. 

23. Smooth and straight he the paths by which 
our friends repair to the bride’s father; may Ar- 
yamajt, may Bhaga conduct us, and may the union 
of the wife and husband be easily accomplished, 

0 gods. 

24. I set thee free from the noose of Yaruna, 
wherewith the adorable Savitri had bound thee; 
in the place of sacrifice in the world of good deeds 
I unite thee, unharmed, with thy husband. 2 

25. I set thee free from thence, not from hence; 3 
I place thee here firmly bound; grant, Indba, 


loham, “the world of immortality,” or “the abode of the Soma- 
juice,” as the object of a roha “ ascend. ”3 

1 [A Gandharva. See Vol. I. p. 180, note J .] 

2 Savitri, it is said, employs Vanina to make bonds. The 
verse is to be repeated when the bridegroom undoes the bride’s 
girdle • this ceremonial is not, however, observed in the rituals 
described by Colebrooke. [Nor is it mentioned in A sic aid- 
yana’s Grihya-sutras ; sec M. Muller’s Rig-veda, vol. vi. Introd. 
p. 14.] 

3 i.e. from the father’s family, not from the bridegroom’s. 
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showerer, that this (damsel) may have excellent 
children, and he very fortunate. 

Varga xxv. 26. May P Vis it a x lead thee hence, taking thee by 
the hand; may the Aswixs convey thee away in 
their car, go to the dwelling (of thy husband) as 
thou art the mistress of the house; thou, submissive 
(to thy husband), givest orders to his household. 

27. In this thy (husband’s family) may affection 
increase with offspring, be watchful over the 
domestic fire in this house; unite thy person 
with this thy husband; and both growing old 
together govern your household. 

28. Blue and red is (her form); Kritya 1 devoted 
(to her) is left behind; her kinsmen prosper, the 
husband is bound in bonds. 

29. Put away the garment soiled by the body; 
give wealth to the Brahmans ; this Kritya having 
become endowed with feet, enters the husband’s 
heart as his wife. 

30. The (bridegroom’s) body is lacking in beauty; 
shining with this wicked (Kritya), when he wishes 
to clothe his own limbs with his wife’s garments. 

Varga xxvi. 31. May the adorable gods drive back again to 
the plaee whence they came the diseases which 
follow from (other) people 1 2 the wife’s golden bridal 
procession. 


1 Kritya is the goddess practising magic, or Magic personified. 

2 [Sayana, “ From the person who opposes us,” or “ from the 
person, called Ynma.”] 
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32. Let not the rohbers who approach the 
husband and wife reach them; may they by easy 
roads pass the difficulty ; may enemies keep aloof. 

33. Fortunate is this bride, approach, behold 
her; having given her your congratulations, depart 
to your several homes. 

34. This (garment) is inflaming, it is pungent; 
it is like stale Soma; it is like poison; it is not fit 
to eat; the Brahman , who knows Sury.(, verily 
desires the bridal (garment). 

35. Behold the forms of Sukya, the dsasana 
(border-cloth), the visasana (head-cloth), the adhi- 
vikartana (divided skirt); 1 of these the Brahman 
relieves her. 

36. I take thy hand for good fortune, that thou Vmgaxxvn. 
mayest attain old age with me as thy husband; the 

gods Bhaga, Aryaman, Savitbi, Puraxdhi have 
given thee to me, that I may be the master of a 
household. 

37. Pushajt, inspire her who is most auspicious, 
in whom men may sow seed, who most affectionate 


1 The explanation given of these terms is very unsatisfactory. 
Asrnana is explained as tushddhdna f the receptacle of the fringe, 
and that, says Sayan a, is of a different colour. Visasana is 
that which Is to be placed on the head, that which is to be 
placed at the end of the fringe (or border); Adhivikartanam i 
the garment which they cut into three pieces. Grassmann 
treats these words as relating not to dress, but the cutting up 
of an animal. Ludwig follows S&yana. 
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may be devoted to us, and in wbom animated by 
desire we may beget progeny. 

38. (The Gandharvas) gave Surya to thee, 
Agni, with her bridal ornaments; do thou, Agni, 
give (us) husbands our wife bach again with male 
offspring. 

39. Agni gave the wife bach again with life and 
splendour; may he who is her husband enjoying 
long life live a hundred years. 

40. Soma first obtained the bride ; the Gan- 
tittarva 1 obtained her next; Agni was thy third 
husband; thy fourth (husband) is born of man. 

41. Soma gave her to the Gandharva ; the 
Gandharva gave her to Agni ; Agni has given her 
to me and wealth and sons. 

42. Abide here together; may you never be 
separated; live together all your lives, sporting 
with sons and grandsons, happy in your own home. 

43. May Frajapati grant us progeny, may 
Aryaman unite us together until old age; free 
from all evil omens enter thy husband’s abode, 
be the bringer of prosperity to our bipeds and 
quadrupeds. 1 2 


1 See Colebroolte’s Essays, vol. i. p. 210: lie always renders 
Gandkarm in this Suhta as the Sun. 

* According to the Scholiast, the three following stanzas aie 
to he repeated when the bridegroom, on returning home with 
his bride, offers sacrifice with fire; see also Colebrooke, vol. i- 
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44. (Look upon thy husband) with no angry eye, 
be not hostile to thy lord, be tender to animals, 
be amiable, be very glorious; 1 be the mother of 
males, be devoted to the gods, be the bestower 
of happiness, be the bringer of prosperity to our 
bipeds and quadrupeds. 

45. Indka, showerer, make her the mother of 
sons, pleasing (to her husband); give her ten sons; 
make her husband the eleventh. 

46. Be a queen to thy father-in-law, be a queen 
to thy mother-in-law, be a queen to thy husband’s 
sister, be a queen to thy husband’s brothers. 

47. May the universal gods unite both our hearts; 
may the waters unite them ; may MXtariswah, 
Dhatri and the bountiful (Saraswati) unite both 
our hearts. 2 3 


1 Colebrooke, “ be beautiful in thy person.” The literal 
meaning is very glorious,” hut there is possibly an allusion 
to the more than human power exercised by a truly virtuous 
wife; see the story of Satyavati in the Mahabharata. 

2 Colebrooke translates the last half dozen words—“ Hay the 
god of love, may the divine instructress, unite us;” as if he 
read satmuMesktr'i for sam u deshfri. At the end of this hymn 
the following Khila occurs:— 

“ 1, Jfayest thou not he a widow for a hundred years, but for 
more than that mayest thou be an obedient wife, faithful to thy 
vows, and radiant, and illustrious. 

2. May she bear many sons, and nowhere meet with mis¬ 
fortune: may thy husband, drinking Soma, ever be devoted 
to duty. 

3. Be the mother of eight sons, be beloved by and faithful to 
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Varga I. 


ADHYAYA IY. 

MANDALA X. Continued. 
ANTJYAKA YII. Continued. 
stei n. (lxxxvi.) 

The deity is Inpea ; the Rishi of verses 1, 8, II, 12, 14, 19 to 
22 is Indra; of verses 2-6, 9, 10, 15-18 iNDitiwf ; of verses 3. 
7 and 13 VrishIkapi, the son of Indba ■ the metre is Pankti 
of five padas. 

]. [Indra speaks:] They have neglected the 
pressing of the Soma, they have not praised the 
divine Indra at the cherished (sacrifices), at which 
the noble Yr.isha.eapi becoming my friend rejoiced: 
(still) I, Indra, am above all (the world). 1 


thy husband, ever delighting the hearts of thy husband, father, 
and brother, 

4. As IndeIxI is to Ineea, as SeiyI to Yishku, as Gauki to 
Sahieaea, so be thou to thy husband. 

5. As ArrustlTi is to Atet, as Aiu.ia>nATf to Yasishtha, as 
Sat! to Eausika, so be thou too to thy husband. 

6* Be confident, he cherished; Beiuaspati has given thee to 
me; being made the mother of progeny by me thy husband, 
live ’with (me) a hundred years,” 

This is manifestly not Yaidik; besides the style, which is 
sufficient in itself, the mention of Gauri and Sankara is decisive. 

1 Sayana observes that the Mddhavabhattas [see H. Muller, 
voh vi. In trod. p. xxt] ascribe this verse to Inirdnl , the 
wife of Indra , deprecating the preference given to Vrishdkapi. 
Sayana assigns it to Indra ; verses 2 to 7 are clearly attributable 
to Indrdni. [Ludwig attributes verse 3 to Indra.'} 




EIGHTH ASHTAKA—FOURTH ADHYiTA. 


233 


2. [Indrdm speaks:] Thou, Indea, much annoyed, 
hastenest towards Yrishakapi ; and yet thou findest 
no other place to drink the Soma ; Indra is above 
all (the world), 

3 What (favour) has this tawny deer Yrisha- 
kapi done to thee that thou should est like a liberal 
(benefactor) bestow upon him wealth and nourish¬ 
ment ; Indra is above all (the world). 

4. This Yrishakapi whom thou, Ixdea, cherishest 
as thy dear (son)—may the dog which chases the 
boar (seize) him by the ear (and) devour him; 
Indra is above all (the world). 

5. The ape 1 has spoiled the beloved y/«-adorned 
(oblations) made to me (by worshippers); let me 
quickly cut off his head, let me not be the giver of 
happiness to one who works evil; Indra is above 
all (the world). 

6. There is no woman more amiable than I am, 
nor one who bears fairer sons than I; nor one more 
tractable, nor one more ardent; Ixdea is above all 
(the world). 

7. [ Vrishakapi speaks:] 0 mother, who art easy 
of access, it will quickly be as (thou hast said); 
may my (father) and thou, mother, be united; may 
it delight my (father) and thy head like a bird: 
Indra is above all (the world). 


* There is a play here on the word " kapi” as “ape,” ami as 
a shorter form of Yrishakapi. 


Varga II. 
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Varga III. 


8. [Indra speaks:] Thou who hast beautiful 
arms, who hast beautiful fingers, long-haired, 
broad-hipped, why art thou angry with our 
Vrishajlapi, 0 thou wife of a hero j Indr.a is 
above all (the world), 

9. [Indram speaks:] This savage beast (Vrisha- 
kari) despises me as one who has no male (pro¬ 
tector), and yet I am the mother of male offspring, 
the wife of Indra, the friend of the Maruts; 
Indra is above all (the world), 

10. The mother who is the institutress of the 
ceremony, the mother of male offspring, the wife of 
Indra, goes first to the united sacrifice to battle, 
(and) is honoured (by the praisers): Indra is above 
all (the world). 

11. ( Indra speaks:] I have heard that IndrAni 
is the most fortunate amongst these women, for her 
lord Indra, who is above all (the world), does not 
die of old age like other (men). 

12. I am not happy, IndrAnI, without my friend 
VrishAkapi j whose acceptable oblation here, puri¬ 
fied with water, proceeds to the gods; Indra is 
above all (the world). 

13. [Vrishakapi speaks:] 0 mother of TrishA- 
KApi, 1 wealthy, possessing excellent sons, possessing 
excellent daughters-in-law, let Indra eat thy bulls, 


1 VHsliukapdyin may also mean “ wife of Indra ”; Vrishalcapi 
being a name of Indra, as tbo show ere r of benefits. 
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(give him) the heloved and most delightful ghl\ 
Indr a is above all (the world). 

14. [Indra speaks :] The worshippers dress for 
me fifteen (and) twenty bulls: 1 eat them and 
(become) fat, they fill both sides of my belly; 
Indea is above all (the world). 

15. [Indrini speaks :] Like a sharp-horned bull 
roaring amongst the herds, so may thy libation 
please thy heart, Indra, (thy libation) which she 
who desires to please thee is expressing for thee; 
Indka is above all (the world). 

16. The man who is impotent begets not pro¬ 
geny, but he who is endowed with vigour; Indra 
is above all (the world). 1 

17. [Indra speaks :] He who is endowed with 
vigour begets not progeny, but he who is impotent; 
Indra is above all (the world). 

18. [Indrani speaks :] Let this VrishIkapi, 
Indra, take a dead wild ass, 2 (let him take) a knife 
(to cut it up), a fire-place 3 (to cook it), a new 
saucepan, and a cart full of fuel; Indra is above 
all (the world). 


1 This is the purport of the stanza, which I haye not trans¬ 
lated literally* 

a Sayana explains parastvaniam aa parasuram, t.e. “ one who 
who is of his own nature ” (query, in this case an ape “ kapi,” 
see note 1, p. 234). 

3 [On the different meanings of see Munu III* 68, re¬ 
ferred to by M. M* llig-Yeda, rol, tu p. 16.] 


Varga 
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19. [ Indra speaks :] Here I come to tlie sacri¬ 
fice) looking upon (the worshippers), distinguishing 
the Ddsa and the Ary a ; 1 I drink (the Soma) of 
the (worshipper), who effuses (the Soma) with 
mature (mind); I look upon the intelligent (sacri- 
ficer); Indra is above all (the world). 

20. Go home, Yrish/kapi, to the halls of sacri¬ 
fice (from the lurking-place of the enemy), which 
is desert and forest (how many leagues are there 
from there ?), and from the nearest (lurking-place); 
Indra is above all (the world). 

21. Come back, Yrishakapi, that we may do 
what is agreeable to thee; thou, who art the 
destroyer of sleep, 1 2 comest home again by the road ; 
Indra is above all (the world). 

22. Rise up and come home, Yrishakapi and 
Indra; where is that destructive beast, to what 
(region) 3 has (that beast), the exhilarator of men, 
gone ? Indra is above all (the world). 

23. The daughter of Manu, Parsu by name, 
bore twenty children at once; may good fortune, 
O arrow of Indra, befall her whose belly was so 
prolific; Indra is above all (the world). 4 


1 [See, on the distinction between the Aryan and Dasyus in the 
Rig-Veda, Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, vol. ii. p. 374,] 

2 [i.e. the sun. See Nirukta, XII. 28.] 

3 Xirukta, XIII* 3. 

4 This is a somewhat unintelligible Sukta . The Indra of the 
burthen is according to Yaska (Nirukta, XIII. 3} the Sun. 
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Sukta III. (LXXXVII.) 

The deity is Aoiri the slayer of Rdhshasas ; the Rishi is Pi to of 
the race of BhaeadvIja ; the metre of the first twenty-one 
stanzas is Tri&htubh, of the remaining four Anushfubh. 

1. I offer clarified butter to the powerful Agni, Varga 
the slayer of Rdkshasas , I approach the most 
spacious dwelling, the friend (of worshippers); 
Agni sharpening (his flames) is kindled by pious 
men ; may he guard us from malignant spirits by 
day and by night. 

2. Jatayedas, who hast teeth of iron, consume 
the Ydtudhdnas ’ * 1 flame when kindled, destroy the 
destructive (spirits) with thy tongue, cut up the 
eaters of flesh, and put them in thy mouth. 

3. Agni, the destroyer (of the Rdkshasas), who 
hast two (rows of teeth), sharpening them both, 
apply them to (the Rdhshasas, and preserve) both 
the upper and the lower (world) ; and march, 
radiant (Agni, against the Rdhshasas) in the fir¬ 
mament, seize the Ydtudhdnas with thy jaws. 

4. Agni, do thou, bending thy arrows by means 
of our sacrifices and praise, and sharpening the 
javelins with thy splendours, pierce with them the 


Vrishakapi also seems sometimes to bear the same meaning ; 
in the vocabularies the name is applied to Vishnu, Siva, and 
Agni) perhaps here Agni is intended as identified with Adilya. 

1 i.e. Eakshasas. 
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Yatudhanas to the heart, break their arras when 
raised against thee. 

5. Agni JXta vedas, cut through the skin of the 
Ydtudhdna, let thy destructive thunderbolt destroy 
him with its fire; sever his joints, may the flesh- 
desiring flesh-eater devour his mutilated body. 

Varga vi. 6. Wherever thou now beholdest him, Agni 
Jata vedas, whether standing or moving, or passing 
along the paths in the firmament, do thou, 0 
shooter, sharpening (thy arrows), transfix him with 
thy shaft. 

7. And defend me, Jatayedas, with thy darts 
when I am seized, (defend me) from the Ydtudhdna 
who has seized me ; anticipating him, do thou, 
Agni, blazing fiercely, slay him ; may the swift 
flying vultures, 1 the flesh-eaters, devour him. 

8. Agni, youngest of the gods, announce (to 
me present) at this (thy sacrifice), which is thy 
Ydtudhdna who does this; 2 destroy him with thy 
kindled flame ; beholder of men, consume him with 
thy brilliance. 

9. Protect this sacrifice, Agni, with fhy sharp 
glance; lead it sage (Agni) forward to (the acqui¬ 
sition of) riches; let not the Yatudhanas barm thee, 
beholder of men, the destroyer of Rdkshasas blazing 
fiercely. 


1 KshvinUh. Sayana, “noisy,” or “a kind of bird.” 

2 i.e, impedes our sacrifice. 
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10. Regard, beholder of men, the Rdkshasa 
amongst the people; cut off his three heads; cut 
off his flanks with thy might; cut off the triple 
foot of the Yatudhana. 

11. Agni Jatavedab, let the Yatudhana , who 
defeats thy truth with falsehood, come thrice into 
the confinement of thy flames; crushing him with 
thy might, drive him from the presenoe of (me) thv 
worshipper. 

12. Cast, Agni, upon the two roaring (Rdhhasas) 
that eye wherewith thou beholdest the Yatudhana 
striking with his hoof; 1 like Atharvan with celes¬ 
tial radiance burn down the ignorant (Rdkshasa), 
who assails truth with falsehood. 

13. To-day, Agni, when the married pair curse 
each other, when the praisers produce bitter words 
(in anger against each other), do thou pierce the 
Yatudhanas through the heart with thy arrow, 
which is generated from thy wrathful mind. 

14. Destroy the Yatudhanas with thy scorching 
fire j destroy the RdJcshasas , Agni, with thy heat; 
destroy with thy radiance those who believe in vain 
gods, fiercely blazing, destroy the insatiable. 

15. Let all the gods to-day destroy the mur¬ 
derous ( Yatudhana) ; let our sharp imprecations 
encounter him; may the arrows hit the speaker of 
falsehood in a vital part; may the Yatudhana go 
into the bondage of the all-pervading Agni. 


1 Say an a, u with nails like hoofs.” 
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Varga Yin. 16. The YdtudJidna who fills himself 1 with the 
flesh of man, and he who fills himself with the 
flesh of horses or of other animals, and he who 
steals the milk of the cow—cut off their heads with 
thy flame. 

17. The milk of the cow is annually produced, 
let not the YdtudJidna consume it, 0 beholder of 
men ■ whichever of them would like to satiate 
himself with the ambrosia, do thou, Agni, pierce 
that contending (RdJcshasa) with thy flame in a 
vital part. 

18. Let the Yatudhanas drink poison from the 
cattle; let the (RdJcsJiasas) hard to overcome be 
cut to pieces for the sake of Arm; may the divine 
Savitri give them oyer (to destruction), may they 
be deprived of 2 the food of herbs. 

19. Thou, Ami, hast from old time opposed the 
Yatudhanas ; the RdJcshasas have never overcome 
thee in battles; burn the murderous flesh-eating 
(RdJcshasas) one by one; let them not escape thy 
divine weapon. 3 

20. Do thou, Agni, protect us on the south, on 
the north, on the west, and on the east, may these, 
thy undecaying, scorching, blazing (flames), consume 
the perpetrator of wickedness. 

Varga lx. 21. Boyal Agni, who art a sage, protect us by 


1 [So Sayana; but it might mean “ who smears himself.”] 

3 [Sayana, “may they take the food of herbs."] 

3 Sam a Veda, I. 1.2. 3. S. 
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thy wisdom on the west, on the east, on the south, 
on the north, do thou, 0 friend, who art unde- 
caying, (preserve me), thy friend, to old age; do 
thou, who art immortal, (protect) us who are mortal. 

22. We meditate, strength-bom Agyi, on thee, 
the accomplisher (of rites), the sage, of fearful form, 
the destroyer of the treacherous day by day. 1 

23. Consume, Agki, the treacherous Rdkshasas 
with thy all-pervading sharp flame, with thy flame- 
pointed darts. 

24. Consume, Aghi, these pairs of Ydtudhdnas 
and Kimidins ) 2 1 whet thee, 0 sage, the invincible 
one, with my praises; wake up. 

25. Destroy, Agni, with thy flame, the impetuous 
might of the Ydtudhdna ; break the strength of the 
Rdkshasa. 3 



Sukta IT. (LXXXVHI.) 

Acme in the form of YaiswAnaha and StfuYA are the deities 
conjointly; the Rishi is MiJrohanyat of the race of Ajtuieas, 
or of the race of YAmadeya j the metre is TrishtulL 

L The Soma oblation, undecaying and agreeable Varga x. 
to the gods, which is offered to Agni, who is 
cognizant of heaven, who touches the sky—for its 


1 Yajur Veda, SI. 26, 

s [A kind of Rdkshasas* The name is thus derived by Yaska 
(Sirakta, YL 11), n those who wander about saying him iddnun 
c what now? 1 or kirn idam t what f s this? 9,3 j 

3 Sama Yeda, I* 1, 2. 5. 5, 
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nourishment, existence and support tlie gods supply 
(Agni) the giver of happiness with food , 1 

2. The whole world swallowed up, hidden in 
darkness, was made manifest when AGNr was born ; 
the gods, heaven and earth, the waters and the 
plants rejoiced in his friendship. 

3- Sent by adorable gods I praise the undecaying 
and mighty Agni, who by his radiance has spread 
forth the earth and this heaven, the two worlds and 
the firmament. 

4. Who propitiated by the gods was the first 
offerer of oblations, whom his worshippers anoint 
with clarified butter—he, Agxi Jata vedas, quickly 
made that which can fly, that which can walk, that 
which is stationary, that which is movable. 2 3 

5. Inasmuoh as thou abidest, Agni Jatayedas, 
on the brow of the universe, together with the 
sun, we have come to thee with praises, with 
hymns, with prayers; thou art adorable, the 
satisfier of heaven and earth. 

Varga xi. 6. Agni is the head of all beings by night; then 
the sun rising early is bom; (the wise know) this 
to be the wisdom of the adorable gods, that the 
swift-moving sun being intelligent moves through 
the firmament. 2 


1 Mirukta, VII. 25. 

1 Nirukta, V. 3. 

3 Hirukta, VII. 27. {Jtpas may mean karma “function”: 
may a, qu. “illusion” in the ordinal^ laukih sense, J 
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7. He who shines visible to all through his 
greatness radiant, having his station in the sky, 
resplendent in him, Agni, the universal gods, the 
guardians of men’s bodies, have presented an obla¬ 
tion with the voice of praise. 1 

8. The gods first generated the words of the 
hymn, then Agni, then the oblation ; he is the 
(object of the) sacrifice of these deities, the pro¬ 
tector of the body; him the heaven knows, him the 
earth and the waters know. 

9. Agni whom the gods generated, in whom all 
beings have offered oblations—he, the straight¬ 
going, has warmed by his radiance, by bis might, 
the earth and this heaven. 

10. The gods have by praise engendered Agni 
in the sky, who fills heaven and earth by his 
functions, they appointed the joy-bestowing Agni 
to his threefold condition, 2 3 he brings the manifold 
plants to maturity. 

11. When the adorable gods placed him and Varga Xii. 
SijRYA, the son of Aditi, in heaven; when the 
swift-moving pair (Agni and Yaiswanara) 3 ap¬ 
peared, then all beings beheld them. 

1 £SiiMavakena may mean “ with the words idam dyavd- 
priiMvi ” (the words at the beginning of I. 183. 11).] 

2 That is, either to his place at the three daily sacrifices, or 
his position in heaven, the firmament, and earth, as the sun, 
lightning, and fire. Yaska (Ninikta, YII. 28) cites a Brahmana 
to the effect that Agni, in his third capacity in heaven, is the sun. 

3 Yaska says the dawn and the sun, Nirnkta, YII. 29. 




244 


RIG-VEDA SANHIlX. 


Yarga XIII* 


12. The gods made Agni Vaiswanara, the indi¬ 
cator of days, for the sake of the whole world, 
who stretched out the radiant dawns, and as ho 
moves along scatters the darkness with his light. 

13. The wise and adorable gods engendered the 
imperishable Agni Vaiswanara ; he overcame (with 
his light) the ancient swift-moving Kakshatra, the 
overseer of the adorable (deity), 1 mighty and great. 

14. We glorify daily with praises the brilliant 
and sage Agni Vaiswanara, the god who over¬ 
comes by his might both heaven and earth, (burn¬ 
ing) both below and above. 

15. I have heard that there are two paths for 
Pitris, gods and mortals ; all this universe which is 
between the paternal (heaven) and the maternal 
(earth) proceeds on its way by these two (paths). 2 

16. The associated two (heaven and earth) 
support (Agni) moving, born from the head, 1 ’ 
sanctified by praise ■ diligent, rapid, radiant, he 
appears in the presence of all beings. 


5 Yafahasyadhyaksham is of very uncertain purport. The 
Scholiast explains yalcsha&ya as in the text, and adhyahsham as 
the perceptible, or the lord, Langlois renders it plausibly 
enough <4 the moon, the lord of the lahshax?* but query his 
authority for such a rank being assigned to Chandra ; the ltni 
of the Yahslias is Kmera. 

a Yajur Yeda, XIX. 27; the two paths, the pitriydna and 
the dev ay ana, are described, Bhagavadgita, VIII. 24 to 26, 
which Sayana cites. 

3 Or bom from Aditya , the head, or chief, of all things. 
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17. When the lower and upper (fire) 1 disputed 
“which of us twain leaders of sacrifice knows the 
work best ?” then the friends (the priests) were 
competent (to offer) sacrifice, they came to the 
sacrifice; who declares this ? 

18. How many 2 3 fires are there, how many suns, 
how many dawns, how many waters ? I address 
you, 0 Pitris, not in rivalry, I ask you, sages, in 
order to know (the truth). 

19. As long, Matarisvan, as the swiftly-moving 
(nights) cover the face of the dawn, (so long) the 
Brahman , the inferior sitting down (to perform the 
work) of the Motri , approaching the sacrifice sup¬ 
ports (the ceremony). 

SiIkta V. (LXXXIX.) 

The deity is Indha, the Rishi Resit of the family of Vlgvlirn'EA, 
the metre is Trhhfulh. 

1. Praise Indra, the chief leader (of rites), whose Varga xiv. 
glory surpasses the lustre (of others), and the ends 

of the earth * the sustainer of man, who exceeding 
the ocean in magnitude, fills (heaven and earth) 
with radiance. 

2. The heroic Indra causes numerous rays of 
light to revolve as a charioteer (effects the rotation 


1 The lower fire is Agni, or the terrestrial fire; the upper is 

T'i&yu, or the intermediate fire. 

3 [Sayana cites Till. 58. 2. See Tol. T. of this translation. 
Hymn X. of the Appendix, p. 426.] 
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of) the wheels of the chariot-; he destroys by his 
radiance the black darkness like a restless active 
horse. 

3. Sing along with me a new song, unceasing, 
surpassing heaven and earth, to him who like the 
prishtha (praises), born at sacrifices, overcomes his 
enemies, Istdra who desires no friend. 

4. I will utter praises to Indra in unceasing 
flow, (I will send) waters from the depth of the 
firmament (to him) who has fixed heaven and earth 
on both sides by his acts as the wheels of a chariot 
(are fixed) by the axle. 

5. Appeasing wrath, striking quickly, intimi¬ 
dating foes, doer of great deeds, armed with 
weapons, possessing the stale residue, Soma 1 
nourishes all the Atasa woods, they oppose no 
impediments against Indra, 

Varga xv. 6. Of whom neither heaven and earth, nor the 

water, nor the firmament, nor the mountains (are 
the obstructions) for him doth the Soma exude, 
when his wrath reaching his enemies destroys the 
strong and breaks the firm. 

7. (Indra.) slew Vritra as an axe (cuts down) 
a tree; he demolished the cities (of the foes), he 
dug out the rivers; he shattered the cloud like.a 


1 Or “ Indra.” This verse is obscure, partly because the 
words are unusual, partly because there is a confusion between 
Indra and Soma. Yaska (Birukta, Y. 12) docs not afford much 
aid. 
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new pitcher; with his allies (the Maruts) he 
recovered the cattle. 

8. Thou, Indr a, who art wise, punishest the guilt 
(of worshippers); thou cuttest off their sins as a 
sword (cuts off) the limhs (of victims); (thou 
cuttest off) the people who (ignorantly) injure 
the supporting (function) of Mitra aud Yaruna, 
(which is) as it were their close friend. 

9. Against those who sinfully offend against 
Mitra, Aryaman, thy companions (the Maruts) 
and Yaruna, against these thy enemies sharpen, 
Indra, showerer (of benefits), thy rapid showering 
radiant thunderbolt. 

10. Indra rules over heaven, Indra rules over 
earth, over the waters, and over the clouds; Indra 
rules over the great and over the wise; Indra is 
to he invoked for the acquirement and preservation 
(of wealth). 

11. Indra is vaster than the nights, vaster than Varga 
the days, vaster than the firmament or the recep¬ 
tacle of the ocean, vaster than the wind, or space 

or the ends of the earth J Indra exceeds the rivers 
and mankind. 

12. May thy unbroken weapon, Indra, proceed 
(against thy foes), like the banner of the shining 
dawn, like a stone cast down from heaven, pierce 
those whose friendship is deceitful with thy con¬ 
suming loud-sounding (weapon). 

18. The mouths attend upon Indra as soon as 
born, the forests attend upon him, the plants, the 
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mountains, the affectionate heaven and earth, and 
the waters (attend upon) him. 

14. Where was thy (shaft), Indra, (which ought) 
to be hurled (against thy enemies) when thou didst 
cleave the RdJcsJmms hastening to war, and when 
the Mitrakrus 1 lay on the ground there in con¬ 
fusion like cattle at the place of immolation ? 

15. May those adversaries, Indra, who press 
upon us, fiercely opposing us, and assembled in 
numbers, be overwhelmed with thick darkness, and 
may the bright (days) and nights overpower them. 

16. Many oblations and praises of men exhil¬ 
arate thee ; do thou, praising this invocation of 
the Rishis, who hymn thee, and disregarding all 
other worshippers, come to us with thy protection. 

IT. May we, the descendants of Yiswamitra, 
sincerely praising thee, Indra, by day for thy 
protection, obtain thy protecting (favours), may we 
obtain thy recent (favours). 

18. We invoke in this conflict for our protection 
the pure, the opulent Indra, the most heroic in 
the fight, hearing (our prayers), fierce, slaying the 
Vritras in battles, the despoiler of their wealth. 


1 [Probably a kind of demon. Say ana, “ those who treat 
their friends with cruelty,”] 
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Stfcrx YI, (XC.) 1 * 

PtmtrsHA or soul is the deity ; the fti&hi is NAn At jo* \; the 
metre is Anushtubh, except in the last verse, in which it is 
Trhhtulh. 

1. Purusha, who has a thousand heads/ a thou- Vaigaxyu, 
sand eyeSj a thousand feet, investing the earth in 
all directions, exceeds (it by a space) measuring 
ten fingers. 3 


* This Sukta, commonly know a as the Purusha-sukta, has 
been translated by Colebrooke, Mbsc. Essays, vol, i. p* 167, and 
by Burnouf, Introd. to the Bhagavnta-Purnna, vol. i. p. cxxiii. 
It occurs entire in the Yajur Ycda, XXXI. 1 to 16, and the 
Atharva Yeda, XIX, 6, Bee, further, Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, 
vol, i. pp. 6-11; vol. v. p, 36, Colebrooke renders pvrtttJut 
“embodied spirit.” Say ana and Mahidhara concur in identify- 
ing it with Virdj, the aggregate of all living beings, spirit 
embodied in the egg of Brahma, i*$, the universal spirit animat¬ 
ing all creation. 

% As one with all creatures, Purusha or Vir&j may be said to 
have a thousand, or thousands of heads, eyes, etc., a thousand 
being put for an infinite number. 

3 Mahidhara gives the same explanation as Say ana, but adds 
that it may also mean that the human soul, extending from the 
navel, takes up its abode in the heart—a doctrine to be found 
in the Upanishad, Hence Colebrooke renders it ** stands in the 
human breast”; compare Burnouf s version, “il occupe dans 
le corps de Phomme one cavite haute do dix doigts qu’ii depasse 
encore,” All, however, that seems intended is that the supreme 
soul, having animated the universe, is moreover present in man, 
either in a minute form or of definite dimensions, a doctrine 
taught in the TJpanishads and by the Yedantists. 
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2. Purusha Is verily all this (visible world), all 
that isj and all that is to be; he is also the lord 
of immortality ; for he mounts beyond (his own 
condition) for the food (of living beings). 1 

3. Such is his greatness ; 2 and Purusha is 
greater even than this j all beings are one-fourth 
of him; his other three-fourths, (being) immortal, 
(abide) in heaven. 

4. Three-fourths of Purusha ascended; the other 
fourth that remained in this world proceeds re- 


1 Literally, “since he rises beyond by food.” This may well 
admit of different explanations. Colebrooke has “he is that 
which grows by nourishment,” Muir, “ that which expands by 
nourishment.” Burnonf has, “ Car e’est lui qui par la 
nourriture (que prennent les creatures) sort (de 1’etat de cause) 
pour se developper (dans le monde);” which follows Say ana 
rather closely, Sayana explains annena as prdnindm Ihogye- 
ndnnma nimitiabhiitena, and lower down adds, “Inasmuch as 
he assumes the condition of the world in order that sentient 
beings may enjoy the fruit of their acts ( prdnindm karmaphalct- 
Ihogdga), that is not his tme nature,” The notion is that the 
supreme spirit, which in its own state is inert and un discernible, 
becomes the visible world, that living beings may reap the fruit 
of their acts; and inasmuch as they may thereby acquire mokshaj 
or final liberation, the supreme spirit is the lord or distributer 
of immortality. The word antia, “ food,” which constitutes 
the chief difficulty here, is used in the Upauishads in a very 
vague and mystical sense ; see, for example, the Mundaka , I- & 
[where it is translated “matter” by Max Muller, Sacred Books 
of the East, vol. xv. p. 28]. 

2 i.e* the greatness of Purusha is as vast as the world of past, 
present, and future beings. 
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pcatedly, 1 2 and, diversified in various forms, went to 
all animate and inanimate creation. 

5. From him 3 4 was horn Yieaj, and from Vibaj 
Pcrtisha j 8 he, as soon as horn, became manifested, 
and afterwards (created) the earth (and) then cor¬ 
poreal forms. 

6. When the gods performed the sacrifice * with Vnrga xvm. 
Purttsha as the offering, then Spring was its ghl y 
Summer the fuel, and Autumn the oblation. 

7. They immolated as the victim upon the 
sacred grass Purusha, horn before (creation); with 


1 Either in individuals by death and birth, or in the world 
by its temporary dissolution and renovation. The word wsa- 
ndsane means those who eat and those who do not; that is, the 
two classes of created things, those capable of enjoyment, etc., 
as gods, men, animals, or ineapable thereof, as mountains and 
rivers—-conscious and unconscious creation. Sayana and ilahi- 
dhara concur in this explanation. 

2 iTasmdi probably means “from that one-fourth.” Sayana 
explains it as “ from the Adipuru&ha”^ 

3 Colebrooke has ff the first man/ 3 reading probably ddi- 
purmhaL Sayana and ^Tahfdhara explain purmMh as meaning 
the presiding male or spirit, H life,” the supreme spirit who 
by his delusion (according to Yedanta phraseology) created 
the body of Vtrdj, i,e. the egg of Brahma, and entered into it 
in the form of life. Burnouf reads adhipurushtih, and leaves 
the word untranslated. The Yedantist3 identify Purusha and 
Paramdtmdj the VaisesMka# oppose the two terms. 

4 According to Sayana the sacrifice here was imaginary, or 

mental (mdnasam). This verse is verse 14 in the Yajush and 
in Colebrooke 5 s translation. 
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liira the deities who were Sadhyas 1 and those who 
were J "Rights sacrificed. 

8. From that victim, in whom the universal 
oblation 2 was offered, the mixture of curds and 
butter was produced, (then) he made those animals 
over whom Vivu presides, 3 those that are wild, 
and those that are tame. 

9. From that victim, 4 in whom the universal 
oblation was offered, the Michas and Sdmans were 
produced; from him the metres were born; from 
him the Yajush was born. 

10. From him were bom horses and whatsoever 
animals have two rows of teeth; yea, cows were 
horn from him ; from him were born goats and 
sheep. 

Varga six. 11. When they immolated Purusha, into how 


1 Sddhya, meaning “competent to create,” i.e. Prajdpati and 

the rest, 

3 Burnouf, £, le sacrifice ou celui cjiri est le monde devient,” 

3 Vdyavydn . Sayana cites the Taitt. Brahm, III. 2. 1. 3. 
Colebrooke translates it, ** who are governed by instinct. 75 
Burnouf, “aux aniraaux donfc Ydyu cst la divinite. J> 

4 In this and the preceding verse the text has tasmdi yajndd f 

which Burnouf translates simply “do ce sacrifice,” Colebrooke, 
in the first place, has u from that simple portion surnamed the 
universal sacrifice ” {sarvahutah), meaning Purusha as the world, 
w T hieh is no doubt more correct j as in verse 7 } meaning 

yqjnasddkana, the material of sacrifice, i.e, the victim. Purusha 
is the spiritual cause and effect of material creation; it is from 
him, not from the ideal or real sacrifice, that all things originate. 
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many portions did they divide him ? What was 
his mouth called, what his arms, what his thighs, 
what were his feet called ? 

12. His mouth became the Rrdhmam , his arms 
became the Rajanya , his thighs became the Vaisya ; 
the Sudra was born from his feet. 1 

13. The moon was born from his mind; the sun 
was born from his eye ; Indba and Agni were born 
from his mouth, Vivu from his breath. 2 3 

14. From his navel came the firmament, from 
his head the heaven was produced, the earth from 
his feet, the quarters of space from his ear, so they 
constituted the world. 

15. Seven were the enclosures s of the sacrifice, 


1 Muir translates as follows: “ The Brahman was his mouth ; 
the Eajanya was made his arms; that which was the Vaisya 
was his thighs; the Sudra sprang from his feet.” See his 
remarks, Sanskrit Texts, vol. i. p. 9. [Prof. Wilson had followed 
Muir, in the first half of the verse, but I have followed Sayana, 
seeing no difficulty in britah, which by attraction agrees with 
rdjanydk instead of idku. —Ed.] 

* The reading of the Yajusli differs here, and is followed bj 
Colebrooke, “ air and breath proceeded from bis ear and fire rose 
from his mouth.” 

3 Sapta paridhayah is explained by Sayana as the seven 
metres, Gayatri, etc., and also as meaning the shallow trenches, 
three of which were dug round the A havamya fireplace, three 
round the northern altar, and the seventh ideally dug round the 
sun to keep off evil spirits. Hence Colebrooke renders the 
word “moats,” and Burnouf “fosses.” Mahidhara gives also 
another explanation, “the seven oceans,” and this is the sense 
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thrice seven logs of fuel were prepared, when the 
gods, celebrating the rite, bound Ptjrttsha as the 
victim. 

16. By sacrifice the gods worshipped (him who 
is also) the sacrifice ; those were the first duties. 
Those great ones became partakers of the heaven 
where the ancient deities the Sadhyas abide. 


ANTTVA'KA Till. 

ADHYAYA IY. Continued. 

SuKXA I. (SCI.) 

The deity is Agsti; the MUM is Ahuna, the son of Yitihavya ; 
the metre of the last verse is IVishtuhli, of the rest Jagat 'i. 

Varga xx. 1. Damunas, * 1 being glorified by his diligent 
(worshippers), desiring food upon the footmark of 
Ila, is kindled in the chamber (of sacrifice), the 
offerer of every oblation, the object of veneration, 
the lord, the resplendent, friendly to him who 
desires his friendship. 

2. Of manifest glory, he resorts as a guest to 
every house (of his worshippers) to every forest; 


adopted by the Persian as translated by Du Perron. The thrice 
seven pieces of fuel may typify the twelve months of the year, 
the five seasons, the three worlds and the sun^ or it may mean 
the three classes of seven metres each. 

1 [Damunas is an epithet of Agni } and is explained by Sayana 
as u generous,” or u submissive.”] 
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friendly to man, like one repairing 1 * to all men, 
lie disregards them not; kind to all, he dwells 
amongst all men, (he presides over) every one. 

3. Thou, Agni, art vigorous with vigour, thou 
art active with acts (of piety), thou art wise with 
wisdom, knowing all things. Thou art the dis¬ 
penser of wealth, thou abidest alone, thou art lord 
of the treasures of heaven and earth. 

4. Sagacious Agni, thou sittest at thy station 
suited to the sacrifice and anointed with butter at 
the foot-mark of Ila. Thy quick-moving rays are 
manifested like those of the dawns, beautiful as 
those of the sun. 

5. Thy glories, Agni, like the lightnings of 
the rain-cloud, are manifested many-tinted, like 
the manifestations of the dawn, when quitting the 
plants and the forests, thou gatherest on all sides 
food for thy mouth. 5 

6. The plants bear him as the embryo (con¬ 
ceived) in due season; the maternal waters bring 
forth Agni ; yea, the trees and the pregnant 
creepers bring him forth daily like to themselves. 3 * 

7. When, agitated by the wind and quickly 


1 Vane vane sisriye takwavlr iva might be, " he lurks iu every 
forest like a robber,” as Langlois renders it. 

1 Sama Yeda, II. 3. 2. 7. 1. 

3 Sama Veda, II. 9. 2, 3. 1. Sayana explains samdnam as 

“equal to (or like) themselves, since he enters them as an 

embryo.” 


Varga XXI. 
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Varga XXII. 


moving through the beloved (trees), thou spreadest 
about devouring the food, the imperishable energies 
of thee, Agni, the devourer, rush forth like 
charioteers. 1 * 

8. (The priest) selects thee, (Agni), the giver of 
intelligence, the aecomplisher of the sacrifice, the 
invoker of the gods, the chief overcomer of foes, 
the councillor, alike verily at the lesser and at the 
greater oblation, and none other than thee. 3 

9. The performers of sacred rites, devoted, Agni, 
to thee, select thee as the ministrant priest at sacri¬ 
fices in this world, when the devout worshippers 
bearing oblations and strewing tho dipt sacred grass 
offer tbee food. 

10. Thine, Agni, is the function of the Eotri.\ 
thine the duly-performed function of the Potri, 
thine the function of the Neshtri, thou art the 
Agni 3 of the sacrificer, thine is the office of the 
Prasastri, thou actest as Aclhwaryu , and thou art 
the Brahman and the lord of the mansion in our 
abode. 

11. The mortal, Agni, who presents to thee, the 
immortal, fuel at the offering of the oblation— 
thou art his Eotri , thou goest on his errand (to 


1 Sama Veda, II. 3. 2. 7. 2. 

3 Saraa Veda, II. 3. 2. 7. 3. 

3 [Properly “thou art the fire-hiudler, or Agnidhra See 
Vol. II. p. 209, where this verse occurs, but the translation, 
slightly differs.] 
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the gods), thou directest (tJie ceremonial), thou 
offerest the sacrifice, thou actest as the officiating 
priest. 1 

12. May these laudatory words, these eulogistic 
verses, these voices (proceeding) from us, reach 
him the giver of wealth, Data'vedas ; these wealth- 
desiring (words) in which when they are perfected, 
the perfecter delights. 

13. I will address this new laudatory hymn to 
the ancient Agni, who is gratified (by praise). May 
he hear us. May I be in the centre of his heart, 
to touch it, like a loving well-attired wife (in the 
heart) of her husband. 

14. I offer 2 graceful praise with all my heart to 
Agni, the drinker of water, whose back is sprinkled 
with Soma , the ordainer (of the rite), to whom 
vigorous horses and bulls and barren cows and 
sheep are consigned as burnt offerings. 

15. The oblation has been poured, Agni, into 
thy mouth, like butter into the ladle, like Soma- 
juice into the spoon. Bestow upon us riches con¬ 
ferring food, (comprehending) male progeny, ex¬ 
cellent, renowned and abundant. 


1 i.e. Agni is the Brahman, the Tajamdna and the Adhwaryu. 

* The Yajush(XX. 78} reads janaya “offer,” being addressed, 
according to Jlahidhara, to the Adhwaryu. 


vol, vr. 


s 
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Varga XXIII. 


StfiCTA II. (XCII.) 

The deities are the Visttadetas ; the Rishi is SAhyata, the sou 
of Maitu ; the metre is JagaiL 

1. Ye (gods, adore) the charioteer of the sacrifice, 
the lord of men, the invoker of the gods, the guest 
of night, the resplendent (Agni). Blazing amid 
the dry (bushes) preying upon the green, the 
showerer of desires, the banner (of light), the 
adorable, he reposes in heaven. 

2. Both (men and gods) have made Agni the 
speedy protector, 1 the upholder of duty, the ac- 
complisher of the sacrifice; they have recourse to 
him (who is) vast as the sun, the precursor of the 
dawn, the son of the brilliant (VAru). 

3. We desire that our notions of that adorable 
(Agni) may be true, and that our oblations may 
he to him for food. When his formidable (flames) 
attain immortality, then may our priests scatter 
(oblations for the benefit) of the divine being. 

4. The vast heaven, the spacious firmament, the 
glorious unbounded earth, (do) homage (to the 
Agni) of the sacrifice; and Indra, Mitra, Yaruna, 
Bhaga, and Savitri, whose strength is purified, 
unite to recognize (his excellence). 

5. The rivers flow along with the rushing (son 


1 [Sayana explains aujaspdm as anjasA rakthakam = speedily 
protecting. It is more probably “the drinker of the juice (or 
butter).”] 





EIGHTII ASHTAKA—FOURTH ADHtXyA. 259 

of) Rubra, they sweep oyer the boundless earth; 
and with them 1 the circumambient (Indra) sweep¬ 
ing over a wide space, roaring in the belly (of the 
firmament), sprinkles the whole world. 

6. The Maruts, the sons of Rudra, mixing with Varga xxrv. 
men, the hawks of the sky, the inhabitants of the 

cloud, (are) performing (their functions); with those 
horse-owning 2 deities, Varuna, SIitra, Aryahan, 
and Indra, the lord of horses contemplates (the 
rite). 

7. Those who praise him find protection in Indra ; 

(those who praise him find) universal vision in the 
sun; (those who praise him find) manly vigour 
in the vigorous (Indra); 3 those worshippers who 
diligently offer adoration to Indra (acquire) the 
thunderbolt as their ally in the dwellings of men. 

8. The sun urging his steeds (in obedience to) 
his (commands) delights (in his presence); every 
(god) is in fear of the powerful Indra ; 4 from the 
belly of the formidable sighing showerer (of benefits) 
the all-enduring irresistible (deity) thunders day by 
day. 

9. Address praise to-day with reverence to Rudra, 
the powerful, the destroyer of heroes, (who is ac- 


1 [Sayana takes yebhih as referring to the Maruts, the sons of 
Rudra, alluded to in the first line of the verse. ] 

* Or, possessing the Soma. 

3 This is Sayana’s explanation, transposing the inflexions, 

* [Sayana refers to the Taittirh/a Up. II. 8.] 
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companied) by the mounted (Maruts), the granters 
of wishes, together with whom he, propitious, pos¬ 
sessing kinsmen, besprinkles (the worshippers) from 
heaven. 

10. Inasmuch as Brihaspatt, the showerer (of 
benefits), and the kindred of Soil a (the Viswadevas), 
bestow food (for the support) of people, Atharvan 
was the first to invigorate (the gods) with sacrifices; 
with strength 1 * the gods and Bhrigus discovered 
(the cattle). 

Vurga ssv. 11. They, the heaven and earth, abounding with 
waters, the Nardsamm rite with its four fires, 3 
Yama, Aditi, the divine Twashtei, (Agni) the 
giver of wealth, the Ribhus, Rod a si, the Maruts, 
and Vishnu are worshipped (by us). 

12. And may the wise Am of the firmament hear 
the copious (praise) of us eager (worshippers) at 
the offering of oblations; may the revolving sun 


1 [i.e. with the strength acquired from, the sacrifice which they 
had eaten. This seems to he the meaning of the words which 

Say ana adds, “ Having gone to the sacrifice made by Atharvan, 
they discovered the cattle.” He refers to I. 83. 5. See above, 
Vol. I. p. 212.] 

z [Sayana carelessly takes this as locative, as H. Muller says 
(p- 17), “excelling himself,” (or out-Sayanaiug Sayana), 
Notice, however, the even greater recklessness of his ex¬ 
planation of verse 7 above, where I have let Prof. Wilson’s 
translation, reflecting Say aria’s blunders, remain unaltered, as 
it would have been impossible to translate that verse correctly 
without throwing Sayana overboard altogether.] 
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and moon dwelling in heaven, the earth and sky, 
comprehend by their intelligence (the purport) of 
this (our praise). 

13. May Pushan protect all onr moveable (pro¬ 
perty), may Vayu, the friend of the Viswadevas, 
the grandson of the waters, preserve us for the 
celebration of the sacrifice. Worship the wind, 
the soul of all, (to obtain) excellent (food); A savins, 
who are worthy to be invoked, hear us on your 
way. 

14. We glorify with praises Agni, the self- 
famous, who dwells amongst these fearless beings; 
we praise the irresistible Aditi, together with all 
the wives (of the gods); we praise the young 
(lord) of night (the moon), we praise the friend 
of man (the sun), we praise (Indra) the lord (of 
all). 

15. Angiras, the prior in birth, praises (the gods) 
here; the uplifted stones behold (the Soma of) the 
sacrifice: through which (stones) the sage Indra 
has been exalted, (and his) thunderbolt brings forth 
excellent water, (producing) food on the watery 
way. 
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StjKTA III. (XCIII.) 

Deities as before; the JRnki is Tajtva, the son of Peithu ; 
the metre of the second, third, and thirteenth verses is 
Amishfubh, of the ninth Ahharasankhyayd PanJtti, of the 
eleventh Nyanhus&rim, of the fifteenth Purastddbrihati, of 
the rest Pra&turapankti. 

Varga xxvi. 1. Heaven and earth, be great and spacious; 

mighty Eonisf, be ever with ns like wives; with 
these (your protections), protect us from (the foe 
who is) stronger (than we), with these protect us 
in the might (of our enemies). 

2. That man pleases the gods at every sacrifice 
who, being most versed in protracted texts, wor¬ 
ships them with gratifying (oblations). 

3. Lords of all worlds, (give us) the abundant 
wealth of the gods ; for (you) all are endowed with 
great glory, (you) all are to be worshipped at the 
sacrifices. 

4. They are the lords of the ambrosia, adorable, 
—Aryamau, Mitba, the circumambient Yaruna, 
Rudra, who is hymned by the priests, the Maruts, 
Pushah, Bhaga. 

5. And (you two Aswins) showering wealth, 
(ye) sun and moon, (lords) of the waters, equally 
rich, (come) by night to our abode, when 1 Aiiir- 
budhnya sits down in their company in the firma- 
mental (clouds). 

Vargaxxvii. 6. And may the divine Aswins, the lords of 


1 [Sayana takes yad as “ who,” referring to Ahirbi(dhnya.~\ 



EIGHTH ASHTAEA—FOURTH ADHYXYA, 263 

pure (water), and Mitra and Yaruna protect ns 
with their bodies; he (whom they protect) acquires 
ample riches, (and passes) through misfortunes as 
(a traveller through) a desert. 

7. And may the Rudras, the Aswiss, make us 
happy, (may) the universal gods, the lord of 
chariots, Bhaga, Ribhu, Yaja, Rjlbhuxshana, the 
circumambient (Yayu), and the omniscient (deities 
make us happy). 

8. The mighty (Indra) is resplendent (through 
the sacrifice), the joy of the worshipper is resplen¬ 
dent ; vigorous are the two horses of thee rapidly 
approaching, whose hymn is unassailable (by the 
Makshams ) ; (this) sacrifice is apart, 1 not human, 

9. Make us, divine Savitri, free from shame; 
thou art praised (by the priests) of the opulent; 
may Ikdea, accompanied by the bearers (of water),' 
unite the strength of us men here, like the chariot- 
wheel and reins. 

10. Heaven and earth, grant to these our sons 
great renown, extending over all mankind; grant 
sustenance for the acquisition of strength, sustenance 
together with wealth for the overthrow (of enemies). 

11. Mighty Indra, do thou, who art well affected 
towards us, ever protect this worshipper wherever 
he may be, so that he may attain his desire; 
instruct me, Yasu, by thy wisdom. 


1 i.e. it is from heaven. 


2 Sayana adds “ the Maruts.” 
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12. May (the priests) strengthen this my hymn, 
the destroyer of the enemies (of the gods), of 
brilliant path like the rays in the sun, as the 
carpenter (sends forth) the upright car. 

13. Those whose (praise) arrives, accompanied 
by wealth, of them it is (as) a golden (ornament), 
like manly powers in battle reaching the conclu¬ 
sion, as it were, without an effort. 

14. This I proclaim in the presence of Duhsima, 
PrithavXna, Yena, the mighty EXma, and (other) 
opulent (princes): those who (come), having yoked 
five hundred (chariots), their affection for ns is 
renowned on the road. * 1 

15. Amongst them TXxwa promptly demanded 
seven-and-seventy (cows), PXethya 3 demanded 
promptly, MXyava demanded promptly. 

StjKTA IV. (XCIV.) 

The deities are the stones used for bruising the Soma plant, and 
so extracting the sap. The RUM is Arbuda the serpent, the 
son of Kadru. The metre of the fifth, seventh, and fourteenth 
verses is TrUhtubh, of the rest Jagati. 

Varga xxix. 1. Let these (stones) speak; let us reply to the 


1 [Sayana takes a&mayu as nom. pi. and visrdvi either as a 
noun or as an adjective agreeing with stotram understood. 
Both Grassmann and Ludwig take asmayu as used in the 
sense of a substantive. Cf. hone stum, bonum, etc., in Latin.] 

1 The Scholiast here adds, of the family of Yumn&swa, which 
makes the RUM of the regal order. All three names probably 
refer to the same person, called in the anukramani Tanva Pdrthja. 
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speaking stones, and do yon (priests) utter (praise); 
when, ye solid, quick-moving stones, you utter the 
noise of praise together to Ikdra, (then you become) 
full of the Soma juice. 

2. They roar like a hundred, like a thousand 
(men); they cry aloud with green-tinted faces ; 
obtaining the sacrifice, the pious stones through 
their piety partake of the sacrificial food, even 
before (Agni), the invoker (of the gods). 

8. They speak, they received into their mouth 
the sweet (Soma juice), they roar (like the eaters 
of flesh) over the roasted meat: chewing the 
branch of the purple tree, the voracious bulls have 
bellowed. 

4. They ery aloud calling upon Indra with the 
intoxicating effused (Soma), they took the sweet 
juice into their mouth, seized by the sister (fingers) 
the hold stones danced, filling the earth with 
shouts. 

5. The well-gliding stones made a noise in the 
firmament j they danced (like) the black deer in 
the stall; they exude down from the upper stone 
the expressed (juice); white as the sun they yield 
abundant moisture. 

6. Bearing the burthen of the sacrifice, yoked Varga 
with (the Soma), they exerted themselves like 
spirited horses; when panting and extracting (the 
Soma), they cried aloud, their snorting is heard like 
that of horses. 

7. Worship (priests), those imperishable (stones) 
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which have ten workers, ten gii’ths, ten yokes, ten 
agents, ten encompassers, which are possessed of 
ten burdens, which bear (the sacrifice). 1 

8. These stones, having ten reins, swiftly moving, 
their delightful whirling goes round ; they first 
tasted the ambrosia of the fragment of food of the 
expressed Soma. 

9. These devourers of Soma kiss Ihdea’s horses, 
milking forth the juice they repose upon the cow, 
Indha having quaffed the sweet Soma juice milked 
forth by them increases, waxes broad, grows 
vigorous. 

10. The Soma is your showercr (at the sacri¬ 
fice); you are unharmed, (like those) abounding in 
food, you are constantly feeding; like the wealthy 
(possessed) of splendour, you, 0 stones, are beau¬ 
tiful (at the sacrifice of him) whose sacrifice you 
delighted in. 

Varga xxxi. 11. Splitting, but unsplit, you, 0 stones, are 
untiring, unrelaxing, immortal, free from disease, 
undeeaying, rising and falling, powerful, unthirst¬ 
ing, not generating thirst. 

12. Your progenitors (the mountains), stable from 
age to age, desirous of repose, seek not to mix with 
(religious) assemblies; exempt from decay, enjoying 


1 Dasavanibhyah, etc., are governed by arehata. Sayan a takes 
yuktah also as governed by arehata, and takes dhurah as instru¬ 
mental dependent on yuktuh. The “ten workers,” etc., are the 
ten fingers. See Yaska, III. 9. 
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the Soma , flowing green (with Soma), they made 
heaven and earth resound with their clamour. 

13. The stones proclaim it with their clamour at 
the issue of the iSoma-juice, like the quick-protect¬ 
ing (chariots) on the road; like cultivators sowing 
the seed, they, devouring the Soma, mix it, and 
do not hurt it. 

14. (The Soma ) being effused at the sacrifice, 
they made a noise like (children) at play, striking 
their mother. Proclaim the praise of (the stone), 
which has effused (the >S<wrera-juice); let the honoured 
stones revolve. 


APHYXYA Y. 

ANUVAKA YXII. Continued. 

SIjkta Y. (XCV.) 

The subject is a dialogue between PueIiratas and TJkvasi, who 
are therefore the Jlishis severally of the verses ascribed to 
them; the devatd is the purport of the remarks of both Rtshti ; 
the metre is Truktubh . 1 

1. (Puritrayas speaks:) Ho indignant wife, t“ g* 


1 Accordmg to the legend narrated by Sayana, Mitea and 
Yaeuna, excited by the charms of YevasI, gave birth to 
Agastya, pronouncing at the same time an imprecation upon 
the nymph and condemning her to descend to earth and cohabit 
■with a mortal. Ila, a Raja, having gone out hunting with the 
sons of Manu, came to a place where Uni, the daughter of the 
mountain, with her attendant nymphs, was worshipping Siva. 
In punishment for his intrusion he was changed into a woman. 
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with mind (relenting), stay awhile, let us now 
interchange discourse. These, our secret thoughts, 


Having prayed to Siva to be restored to manhood, he was 
referred to Devi, who allowed him to he alternately male and 
female, six months at a time. In the latter condition Rttdha, 
the son of Soma, became enamoured of her, and had a son by 
her, who was called PuEtJEAVAs, and was Raja of Praiishthdna* 
Puio5eayas became enamoured of He v a si, who became his 
mistress on condition that if he should he ever naked in her 
sight except in bed she should return to heaven; he was also 
to take charge of two pet rams belonging to her. They lived 
together four years, when one night, hearing the bleating of the 
rams as they were being carried off by the gods, PueIjEAYAS 
sprang from the bed in pursuit, when a flash of lightning 
exhibited him to Uevasi naked. She consequently left him. 
Pubueayas went in quest of her, and wandered about like one 
distracted, until he at length discovered her sporting with her 
fellow nymphs. He implored her to return, but she refused, 
calling him by various opprobrious names, as horse, brute, and 
the like [Sayana merely says mjra]. This is the occasion of 
the dialogue of the in which, however, Uevasi does not 

express herself in such unlady-Iike language, nor are the 
other particulars of the legend adverted to, beyond an allusion 
to the past cohabitation of the Raja and the nymph, and the 
unwillingness of the former to let his mistress depart. Say aria’s 
story is that of the Purdnm , which is evidently different from 
that of the Yeda. The story also of the drama, the Vikra- 
mormsif differs from the Paurdnik [being itself derived from 
the Mahabharata, Yol. I. p. 113; see Professor Cowell 7 s 
Translation of the ViJcramorvasz, Introd. p. iv. note.] Siiyana 
quotes the Vdjamneyaha t or YYhite Yaj usb, for the story, which 
varies apparently in some particulars, though not essentially. 
Ho Sukta } or portions of a Sukta, corresponding with the 
present, are found in the Vdjamneyi Samhitd. 
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whilst unspoken, did not yield us happiness even 
at the last day. 

2. [TJevasi:] What can we accomplish through 
such discourse? I have passed away from thee 
like the first of the dawns. Return, PuriJravas, to 
thy dwelling. I am as hard to catch as the wind. 

3. [Pururavas :] * * The arrrow is not to be cast 
from the quiver for glory. I am no longer the 
impetuous despoiler of the cattle (of the enemy), 
nor of their hundredfold (riches). My prowess 
having lost its strength, (my might) no longer 
flashes forth; (my warriors) the terrifiers (of the 
foe) hear not my shout in battle. 

4. [Urvasi :] If, Ushas, this TJevasi, offering 
food and wealth to her father-in-law, loves (her 
husband), she has repaired from the neighbouring 
house 1 to her husband’s home, where she loved 
(her lord), being delighted night and day by his 
embraces. 

5. Thrice a day, Pururavas, hast thou embraced 
me, 2 thou hast loved me without a rival; I have 


1 [The word antigriha is apparently n (Ua% Xeyopavov. Ihe 
Petersburg Dictionary explains it as “ the space in front ot the 
house.” Sayana says it is “ the house of dining {bhojnnagr f ham ) 
of the father-in-law, who” (? “which,” reading yaeh lor yah) 
“is in the vicinity of the house of dining of her husband.”] 

* An allusion is probably intended to the three diurnal phases 
of the sun, his rising, culminating and setting, in which case 
Pururavas typifies the sun, and Urvasi either the sky or the 
clay. 
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followed (thee) to thy dwelling, thou, hero, hast 
been the sovereign of my person. 

Varga II. 6. [PURURAVAS:] SUJURNI, SRENI, SUHHA-API, 

Hradechakshus, GrRAKTHixf, and the swift-moving 
(Urvasi who arrived) they, decorated and purple- 
tinted, did not go first, they lowed like milch- 
kine for protection. 

7. [XlRVAsf :] As soon as he was born the wives 
(of the gods) surrounded him, the spontaneously 
flowing rivers nourished him, for the gods reared 
thee, Pururavas, for a mighty conflict, for the 
slaughter of the Dasyus. 1 

8. [PurAravas :] When, becoming their com¬ 
panion, (Pururavas) the mortal associated with 
these immortal (nymphs) who had abandoned their 
bodies, they fled from me like a timid doe, like 
horses harnessed to a chariot. 

9. When a mortal mixing with these immortal 
nymphs has converse with them with words and 
actions, they (becoming) ducks do not show their 
bodies, 2 like playful horses champing (the bit). 

10. (Urvasi') who shone like flashing lightning, 
bringing me the desirable dews (of heaven, has 


1 Hirukta, III, 47, 

2 [Properly “they clean their bodies like ducks,” It is 
curious to observe that na occurs three times in this verse, and 
is differently explained by Sayan a on each occasion, the first 
as “and” {naMrah samuchchhaydrthak)^ second as “not,” and 
third as u like,”] 
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appeared); a son able in act and friendly to man 
has been bom; TJevasI has prolonged my length¬ 
ened existence. 1 

11. [URVASf:] Thou hast been born thus to 
protect the earth; thou hast deposited this vigour 
in me; knowing (the future) I have instructed thee 
(what to do) every day; thou hast not listened to 
me; why dost thou now address me, neglectful 
(of my instruction) ? 

12. [Pue.tje.avas :] When shall a son (born of 
thee) claim me as a father, and, crying, shed a 
tear on recognizing (me)? What son shall sever 
husband and wife who are of one mind, now that 
the fire 2 3 * * * * shines upon your husband’s parents ? 

13. [URVAsf:] Let me reply. (Thy son) will 
shed tears, crying out and calling aloud when the 
expected auspicious time arrives; 8 I will send thee 


1 UTrukta XI. 36. 

2 Sayana explains jigni as “ the fire in thy heart, the embryo 
in the form of light,” meaning perhaps the future son of Ut rasi 
by Pururavas. 

3 [Sayana explains ddhye as ddhydf.e vastum, 11 the expected 

thing,” ddhye sivdyai is, of course, dative. Perhaps the true 

translation is “ Let me forbid him as he sheds tears (t.e. I will 

forbid him to shed tears); calling out he shail not weep for the 
fortunate solicitude (of his father).” It would seem that 
Pururavas urges as an argument for Urvasi's return that the 

son expected to be horn (or ? already horn) will long for his 
father, and, if separated from him, will weep, to which Urvas'i 

replies that the son will not weep because she will send him 
to Purumvas. 


Varga 
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Varga IT. 


that (child) which is thine in me, 1 depart to thy 
house, thou canst not, simpleton, detain me. 

14. [Pueuravas :] (Thy husband) who sports 
with thee may now depart, never to return, (depart) 
to proceed to a distant region. Either let him 
sleep upon the lap of Nikeiti , 2 or let the swift- 
moving wolves devour him. 

15. [UrvasI :] Die not, Purijravas, fall not, 
let not the hideous wolves devour thee. Female 
friendships do not exist, their hearts are the hearts 
of jackals. 

16. When changed in form I wandered amongst 
mortals, I dwelt (with them) four delightful 3 years. 
I ate once a day a small quantity of butter ; satisfied 
with that I now depart. 

17. [PuriJravas :] I, Vasishtha, 1 bring under 
subjection Urvasi who fills the firmament (with 
lustre) and measures out the rain. May (Puru- 
ravas), the bestower of the auspicious rite, abide 
near thee; come back—my heart is burning. 

18. [URVASf:] These gods said to thee, Ail a 


1 i,e. let Min die; JSfwriti being either the earth or the goddess 
of ill. 

2 [i.e. which thou hast placed in my womb.] 

3 [Reading praramayiirih in Say ana. Max Muller has purct- 
yiirih } i.e. satisfying. The correct translation of rdtrih, etc. 3 
is, “I spent my nights there during four years,”] 

4 According to the scholiast, Vhmh(ha here Is an epithet, 

preeminently the giver of dwellings,” 
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since thou art indeed subject to death, let thy 
progeny propitiate thy gods with oblations, thou 
shalt rejoice (with me) in heaven. 

StJJETA TI. (XCYI.) 

The deities are Indra’s two bay horses. The Rishi is Baku of 
the race of A stair as, or Inbra's son Sabvahajh ; the metre of 
the twelfth and thirteenth verses is Trishtubh^ of the rest 
JagatL 

1. I glorified thy hay horses, Indra, at the great Varga v. 
sacrifice, I solicit the agreeable exhilaration of thee, 

the destroyer. May my praises attain to thee, 
whose form is yellow, who, with thy horses, 
showerest (water) like beautiful butter. 

2. Ye, who have praised the horse, the seat of 
Indra, urging the horses so that (Indra may reach) 
the divine assembly, do ye worship the horse- 
possessing might of Indra, whom men delight with 
the golden-tinted Soma-juices as milch kine (with 
their milk). 

3. That is his thunderbolt, yellow, made of iron, 
the destroyer (of foes), desirable, the destroyer (of 
foes), 1 it is in his hands j (he is) possessed ot riches, 



1 The main object of this Sukta is to ring the changes upon 
the words hari, harita, and the derivatives of Art, to take, and 
harry a, to desire. They are not always explained; but when 
they are, the explanations have no warrant but the conjectures 
of the commentator. Thus the vajra is harita, or it is hari , 
both explained as haritavarna “green-tinted,” or it is haii in 
tire sense of satrundm hantd. 
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Varga VI. 


handsome-jawed, possessed of a shaft and anger 
which destroys (his foes)—many golden-tinted forms 
are mixed in Indea. 

4. He has been placed (by his worshippers) in 
the sky, like the banner (of light, the sun). His 
desirable bolt reaches (the foe) as the bay horses 1 
(of the sun reach their aim) through speed. The 
iron (thunderbolt), with yellow jaws, which smote 
Am, (he, Indea), lord of horses, shone with a 
thousand lustres. 

5. Indea, with yellow locks, 2 when praised by 
ancient worshippers, thou didst desire the oblation; 
thou who art manifested of a golden hue desirest 
thy universal praise, thy peculiar and delightful 
(sacrificial) food. 

6. These two delightful bay horses bring the 
thunderer, the rejoicing and laudable Indea, in 
his ear to the exhilaration (of the Soma ); for him 
the beloved one many libations of the yellow- 
tinted Soma-juices are stored up. 

7. Yellow-tinted (/Sbma-juices) are stored up 
sufficient for his desires, the yellow-tinted juices 
urge his two swift bay horses for the stalwart 


1 [Sayana takes hariiah twice over, first as singular =har$&t&Jh 
and seeond as ylimal=harita,varn&h, or adhvuharturah, “devour¬ 
ing the way.”] 

2 [Sayana, “having horses whose hair is green.” I have 
throughout substituted “bay,” or “ golden-tinted,” or “yellow, 1 ' 
for Sayan a’s harita.~] 
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(Indra). His (chariot) which rushes with spirited 
bay horses to the conflict, has reached his desire 
(the sacrifice) in which the Soma is presented. 

8. The yellow-bearded, yellow-haired, iron- 
hearted Indra, the drinker of the yellow (Soma- 
juice), who has been invigorated by the Soma 
which has to be quickly quaffed, who is rich in 
sacrificial food through his swift bay horses, may 
he drive his two bay horses safe through all 
difficulties. * 1 * 

9. He whose bay horses alight (upon the Soma ) 
like two ladles, whose yellow jaws tremble (with 
eagerness) for the sacrificial food, (is praised) 
when having drunk of the delicious exhilarating 
beverage in the prepared cup, he rubs down his 
bay horses. 

10. The dwelling of the gracious (Indra) is in 
heaven and earth ; exhilarated by the Soma he 
rushes impetuously as a charger to battle. 3 The 
earnest prayer desires (Indra endowed) with might; 
thou bestowest ample food on the devout (wor¬ 
shipper). 

11. Thou (Indra) who art the object of desire Varga vn. 
(fillest) heaven and earth with thy greatness, thou 
desirest grateful praise ever new and new; 0 


1 [Sajana explains asmdkam duritani, Le. “oar sins/ 1 ] 

1 [ilore correctly, “He neighed after the food like a horse/* 

Say an a explains hariv&n as “possessing horses/ 7 ] 
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powerful one, make manifest the desirable dwelling 
of the water 1 to the water-seizing sun. 

12. Let thy horses yoked to the chariot bring 
thee, Ikdra, the yellow-jawed, desiring (the sacri¬ 
fice), to (the vicinity) of the worshippers; when 
thou, desiring the sacrifice, prepared by the ten 
fingers, drinkest of the collected sweet-flavoured 
Soma, (let them bring thee) to the battle. 

13. Lord of horses, thou didst drink of previous 
libations, this sacrifice 2 is for thee alone; exhilarate 
thyself, Indra, with the sweet Soma ; showerer of 
copious rain, shower it into thy belly. 

sijkta tii. (xcrn.) 

Medicinal plants or herbs arc the deities; the Rishi is Bhisetaj 
( the physician), the son of Athaeyan ; the metre is A.nusktubh. 

Varga viii. 1. I think of the hundred and seven applications 
of the brown-tinted plants, which are ancient, being 
generated for the gods before the three ages . 3 


1 Or, “ of the cattle.” 

* i.e. the noon-day libation, which is for Inclra only, the 
previous or morning offering he has shared with other divinities. 
Sayana refers to IV. 35. 7; see above, Vol. III. p, 191. 

The word dhamani, which Sayana explains as the places 
to which herbs may be applied by way of unction, friction, 
sprinkling, etc., is explained by Yaska (Nirukta, IX. 28) as 
meaning either places, names or births. Develhyah may mean 
“the shining seasons.” Triyugam may mean “the three seasons, 
spiing, the rains, and autumn.” This hymn occurs, with verses 
20 and 21 transposed, in the Yujush, XII. 75-96, 101. 
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2. Mothers (of mankind) a hundred are your 
applications, a thousandfold is your growth ; do 
you who fulfil a hundred functions make this my 
(people) free from disease. 

3. Rejoice, plants, bearing abundant flowers and 
fruit, triumphing together (over disease) like 
(victorious) horses, sprouting forth, bearing (men 
safe) beyond (disease). 

4. “Plants!” thus I hail you, the divine mothers 
(of mankind). I will give 1 * to thee, oh physician, 
a horse, a cow, a garment—yea, even myself. 

5. Your abode is in the A swattha, your dwelling 
is established in the Paldsa , s you are assuredly 
the distributers of cattle, 3 inasmuch as you bestow 
them on the physician. 

6. Where, plants, you are congregated like Varga. ix. 


1 Sayana explains saneyam by daddmi. Maine!hara (XII. 78) 
explains it by sambhajeyam “may I possess,” and explains 
purmha as yajm purmha, “ thou who presides! oyer the 
sacrifice.” 

z The Aswattha and Paldsa trees bear a chief part in 
sacrifices, and are therefore said to be the abode of plants. 
Mahidhara (XII. 79) says the vessels in •which the offerings 
are presented are made of the wood of these two. The Aswattha 
is the Ficus Religiosa and the Paldsa (in the text Panto) is the 
Butea Frondosa. 

* Sayana explains gobkdjah as gavdm bhdjayitnjdh. Haln- 
dhara renders go by Adilya “ you are partakers of the snn, i.e. 
plants offered to fire (or the offering thrown into the fire) 
approaches the sun.” 
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princes (assembled) in battle, there the sage is 
designated a physician, the destroyer of evil spirits, 
the extirpator of disease. 

7. The Aswavati) the SomavaU, the UrjayanU , 
the Vdojasa 1 —all these plants I praise for the 
purpose of overcoming this disease. 2 

8. The virtues of the plants which are desirous 
of bestowing wealth issue from them, man, (towards) 
thy body like cattle from the pen. 

9. Verily Ishkriti 3 is your mother, therefore are 
you (also) Nishkritis ; you are dying streams; if 
(a man) is ill you cure him. 

10. The universal all-pervading plants assail 
(diseases) as a thief (attacks) a cow-shed; they 
drive out whatever infirmity 4 of body there 
may be. 

Varga x. 11. As soon as I take these plants in my hand 


1 These, says Sayana, are the fonr principal plants. Mahi- 
dhara explains them as “ the giver of horses (or of wealth), 
the yielder of Soma, the giver of strength (or life), the restorer 
of vigour. 1 ’ The last two might he termed “ tonic ” and 
“ stimulant.” 

2 [Lit. “for this person for his preservation.”] 

3 Ishkriti is, according to Sayana, the same as JSHshh'iti, the 
unmaker or remedier of disease. Mahidhara (XII. 83) quotes 
the Prritisahhya for a rule for dropping the n of an npasarga, 
nish becoming ish. 

* Both commentators explain rap ah as papah “ sin because 
disease is the consequence of sin either in this or in a previous 
existence. 
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making (the sick man) strong, the soul of the 
malady perishes before (their application) as (life 
is driven away from the presence) of the seizer of 
life. 1 

12. From him, oh plants, in whom you creep 
from limb to limb, from joint to joint, you drive 
away disease like a mighty (prince) stationed in 
the midst of his host. 2 * 4 

13. Fly forth, sickness, with the jay, with the 
blue jay, with the velocity of the wind, perish 
along with the iguana.* 

14. Let each of you, plants, go to the other, 
approach the one (to the vicinity) of the other; 
thus being all mutually joined together, attend to 
this my speech. 

15. Whether bearing fruit or barren, whether 
flowering or flowerless, may they, the progeny of 
Brihaspati, liberate us from sin. 

16. May they liberate me from the sin produced Vwgu 
by curse, from the sin caused by Varuna, from the 
fetters of Yajia, from all guilt caused by the gods. 


1 Sayan a gives an alternative explanation “ as (lives are 

destroyed) from the seizing of lives, t.e. from the hunting of 
birds,” etc. 

* Mahldhara (XII. 86) gives an alternative explanation “ as 
Bmdra pierees the world with the central point of his trident. 

4 Mahidhara (XII. 87) takes Ukidkeind as an epithet of 
clmshena, “ making the cry kik£,” He thinks there is an 
allusion to the several diseases arising from vitiated bile phlegm 
and wind. 
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17. The plants, falling from heaven, said, “The 
man, whom living we pervade, will not perish.” 

18. The plants which have the Soma for their 
king, and are numerous and all-seeing, of them 
thou (0 >SWa-plant) art the best; be very bountiful 
to the affectionate heart. 

19. Plants, which have the Soma for your king, 
who are scattered over the earth, the offspring of 
Bkiiiaspati, give vigour to this (infirm body). 1 

20. Let not the digger hurt you, nor (the sick 
person) for whom I dig you up; may all my bipeds 
and quadrupeds be free from disease. 

21. Both the plants that hear this (prayer), and 
those which are removed far off, all coming together, 
give vigour to this (infirm body). 

22. All the plants, together with Soma their 
king, declare, “We save him, 0 king, to whom 
the Brahman administers (us). ,J 

23. Thou (Soma) art the best of the plants, to 
thee (all) trees are prostrate; may he be prostrate 
to us, who attacks us. 2 


1 MaMdhara (XII. 93) “to this drug that I have taken.’ 1 

2 Mahfdhara interprets this “May the trees shelter you, and 
may he who is our foe become our own servant.” The Yajush 
has four additional stanzas on the same subject (XII, 97-100). 
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Si5kia YIII. (XCYIII .) 1 

Brihaspati and the other gods are the deities; the Jlishi is 
DevIpi, the son of Rishtishena ; the metre is Trishfubh. 

1. Repair, Brihaspati, on my behalf to the gods, Yargi xn. 
whether thou art Mitra, or Yaruna, or PiJshax, 
or art associated with the Abityas, the Yasus, or 
the Maruts— do thou cause Farjanya 2 to send 
down rain for Santaxu. 


1 The origin of this Sukta is a legend quoted by Sayana from, 
the NIrukta (II. 10 ei seq,), DeyIpi and Saxtanu were sons 
of Kishtiseena, of the Kuru family : the younger Santa^u 
became Baja, DeyIpi haying made choice of a life of penance. 
In Santanu’s kingdom there was no rain for twelve years—the 
consequence, according to the Brahmans who were consulted, of 
Sant and* s having improperly assumed the government while 
his elder brother, the more legitimate Baja, was living. He 
was desirous of resigning his authority, but DevIfi declined 
to accept the throne, saying, tf Let me be your Purohita^ and 
conduct your religious rites/* The story is told in the Ytshnu 
Purdna t IY. 20. 7; Wilson, pp. 457, 458; in the Mahdhhdrata 
(Adi Parva, 8750); in the Bhdgamta Parana^ IX. 22, 14—17; 
and other Puramu } sometimes with the addition that DetIti 
had disqualified himself from ascending the throne by the 
adoption of doctrines contrary to the Yedas, and consequently 
§ANTANtr remained Baja. According to the Bhugavata and 
Matsga Pur anas f DeyIpi is still alive at a place called Kald- 
pagrdma . This Sukta is remarkable as representing one of two 
brothers, both of the Kshafcriya caste, becoming the Purohita r 
or family priest, and JSotri or sacrificing priest, of the other 
who is the Baja. [See Muir's Sanskrit Texts, vol. ii. pp. 
143-150. Muir gives a translation of this hymn, verses 1-9.] 

2 [Sayana, “Bain down the pleasing cloud for 
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Varga XIII. 


2. Let a divine messenger quick and intelligent 
sent, DevXpi, "by tliee come to me. Come, Brihas¬ 
pati, to me, turning towards me; I have in my 
mouth a brilliant eulogium for thee. 

3. Put, Brihaspati, in my mouth a brilliant 
eulogium, prompt and free from defect, by which 
wo two may obtain rain from heaven for Saytaku, 
the sweet drop (sent by thee) has entered (our 
voice). 

4. May the sweet drops of rain fall upon us; 
grant us, Indra, a thousand chariot-loads. Sit 
down, DeyApi, to thy duties as Hotri ; in due 
season sacrifice to the gods, worship them with 
oblations. 

5. The Pishi Deyapi, the son of Rishtisheya, 
knowing how to propitiate the gods, has sat down 
to his functions as Hofri. He has brought down, 
from the upper to the lower ocean the rain waters 
of heaven. 

6. In this upper ocean the waters stood dammed 
up by the gods; set free by Deyapi, the son of 
Rishtishena, they were sent forth over the plains. 

7. When DevjCpi, the Purohita for Saytanu, 
engaged in his functions of Hotri, compassionating 
(him), solicited Brihaspati, to whom the gods 
listen, who begs for rain, (Brihaspati) being 
pleased gave him a voice. 1 


1 According to Yaska (Mrukta, II. 12), this means Brihw- 
communicated to him the address to jLfjni which follows. 1 ’ 
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8. Agni, whom the mortal DevXpi, the sou of 
Kishtishena, lighting thee, has kindled, do thou, 
being propitiated with all the gods, send down the 
rain-laden cloud. 

9. Thee have ancient sages approached, with 
hymns; thee, 0 invoked of many, all worshippers 
(address) at sacrifices; (give) us thousands of 
chariot-loads, come to our sacrifice, lord of red 
horses. 

10. These ninety-and-nine thousands of chariot¬ 
loads have been offered, Agni, to thee ; with them, 

0 hero, nourish thy many bodies ; and thus 
solicited send us rain from heaven. 

11. Give, Agni, these ninety thousands to the 
showerer, Indra, as his share; knowing the paths 
traversed by the gods in due season place the 
AulXna (Santanh) in heaven amongst the gods. 

12. Demolish, Agni, our enemies, demolish their 
strongholds, drive away disease, drive away the 
Rdkskasas : from this ocean, from vast heaven, 
send down upon us here abundance of rain. 

StJKTA IX. (XCIX.) 

The deity is Indha ; the Rtshi is Yamka, the sou of YikhAsasa ; 
the metre is Trishfubh. 

1. What marvellous (wealth), comprehensive and Varga xiv. 
laudable, dost thou, Indra, knowing (what is 
needed), bestow upon us for our advantage? What 
gift (has been made to us) upon the development 
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of his strength ? He fabricated the Vritra -slaying 
thunderbolt, and let the waters flow. 

2. Armed with the bright lightning he repairs 
to the (scene of) adoration j endowed with might 
he has seated himself on the spacious place (of 
sacrifice). He (is) triumphant with his companions 
(the Makuts) ; the wiles of his seventh brother 1 
do not (prevail) at the rite. 

3. Going to the battle, marching with easy gait, 
desiring the spoil, he set himself to the acquisition 
of all (wealth). Invincible, destroying the Phallus- 
worshippers, 2 he won by his prowess whatever 
wealth (was concealed in the city) with the hundred 
gates. 

4. The victorious Indra, coming amongst the 
clouds, quickly moving, offers the abundant waters 
on the rich (plains) where his associates (the rivers) 
footless, and without conveyances, having pitchers 
for horses, pour out water like gM. 

5. May he, our unsolicited benefactor, the mighty 
one, from whom blame is far removed, come with 


1 [Sayana does not take ikrdtuh as brother, but as one who 
has to share in distribution.] The seventh is the seventh of the 
Adiiyas, Dha.tri, etc. Perhaps the Rakshasa Jleti is meant. 

2 The expression glinan sisnadevdn is veiy remarkable, both as 
denoting the contemporary worship of the Linga and its opposi¬ 
tion to Brahmanism. Sayana explains the word sisnadevdn as 
meaning incontinent, licentious. [See Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, 
vol. iv. p. 346.] 
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the Eudbas, having quitted his dwelling. I think 
of the two (parents) of Yahra, who are free from 
fever. Having obtained (the enemy’s) food, he 
called aloud whilst stealing it. 

6. The sovereign Indra attacking him overcame 
the loud-shouting, six-eyed, three-headed Ddsa, 
and Tkita, invigorated by his strength, smote the 
water-laden (cloud) 1 with his iron-tipped finger. 

7. Baising himself on high, he launched his Varga xv. 
arrow against the malignant aggressive foe. He, 

the chief leader of men, manifested favourably for 
our (aid), laudable, slew the bodies (of the enemies) 
in the slaughter of the Dasyus. 

8. Like the aggregated cloud desiring to pour 
water on the pasturage, he found the way to our 
dwelling: when he approaches the Soma with his 
limbs, like a hawk with heel of iron he smites the 
Dasyus. 

9. Let him overthrow 2 3 the mighty with powerful 
(weapons); he destroyed Sushna. for the sake of the 
liberal Kutsa ; he humiliated Kavi, 1 who praised 
him, who was the giver of form to Indra and his 
men. 


1 Lit. “ the boar.” 

2 is properly “his,” and goes with savasanebhih. But 
Sayana explains it as asyalu, “let him throw.”] 

3 Sayana says, Kavi here means TJsanas, the son of Kavi. 
In what sense he gave form to Indra is not explained. lie is 
nowhere mentioned as one of the Prajdpatts. 
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10. Bountiful (to his worshippers) with his 
(Maruts) friendly to men, wonderful with his 
brilliancies, having magical power like Yaruna, he 
was known as desirable, protecting the seasons, 
he destroyed Araru, 1 who was four-footed. 

11. Rijiswan, the son of TJsi.ta with Indra’s 
praises shattered the cow-pen of Piprtj with the 
thunderbolt; when, having expressed (the Soma), 
the venerable sage recited his praises, (Indra) pro¬ 
ceeding against the cities (of the enemy) triumphed 
with his body. 

12. In this manner, 0 mighty (Indra), Yamraka 
approached Indra on foot, to bring an ample 
oblation. May he, being approached, grant us 
prosperity, may he bring us food, drink, a secure 
dwelling and all (good things). 


ANUVA'KA IX. 

ADHYXYA Y. Continued. 

SiSxta I. (C.) 

The deities are the Yiswadevas ; the Rishi is Duvasyu, the sou 
of Yaudaita ; the metre is Jag ait } except In the last Terse, in 
which it is Truhtiihh. 

1. Consume, affluent Indra, (the foe that is) like 
thee (in might); praised on this occasion, do thou 
who art the drinker of the libation be favourable 


1 According to Say ana, an A sura. 
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to our advancement. May Savitri, with the gods, 
defend our sacrifice; we long for the universal 1 
Aditi. 

2. Offer to (Ikdra) the cherisher (of all) the 
share suited to the season; (offer it) to VXttt, the 
drinker of the pure (Soma), who clamours as he 
travels, who obtains a draught of white milk; we 
long for the universal Aditi. 

3. May the divine Savitri generate well-dressed 
food for our sincere yajamdna as he offers the 
libation, so that we may be in good favour witli 
the gods; we long for the universal Aditi. 

4. May Ikdra be favourably disposed towards 
us every day, may the royal Soma accept our 
praise, so that they may bestow upon us friendly 
treasures; we long for the universal Aditi. 

5. By his laudable strength Ikdra supports my 
limb; thou, Brihaspati, art the prolonger of my 
life. May the sacrifice, the sage Make, (being) 
our protector, (grant) us happiness. We long for 
the universal Aditi. 

6. The divine force of Ikdra is well constructed; 
Agki (abides) in our dwelling, the praiser of the 
gods, the receiver of oblations, the sage, and is 
worthy of sacrifice at the altar, beautiful, and most 
nigh (to us). We long for the universal Aditi. 


1 Sarvatdti is explained by Sayan a as meaning “all,” tuti 
being a pleonastic affix, or as “all-pervading,” from tai, to 
extend. 
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7. "We have not clone any great evil in secret 
from yon, nor any open (action) causing the anger 
of the gods, 0 ye givers of wealth; let not, 0 
gods, (the possession) of an unreal form 1 be our 
(lot). We long for the universal Aditi. 

8. May Savitki drive away (our) disease, may 
the mountains keep off our most heinous (sin), 
where the stone (the effuser) of the sweet juice is 
abundantly praised. We long for the universal 
Aditi. 

9. May the stone be uplifted, gods, when I make 
the libation; disperse all my secret adversaries ; 
the god Savitri is our adorable protector. We 
long for the universal Aditi. 

10. Eat abundant fodder in the pasture, 0 cows, 
who are anointed in the hall of sacrifice in the 
cowstall; may (your) body be the remedy for (our) 
body. 2 We long for the universal Aditi. 

11. Ikdra is the fulfiller of pious acts, the 
glorifier of all, the guardian of the offerers of 


1 According to the Scholiast this means, u Let us not have 
a human body after this life*” 

2 may the body of the cow offered in sacrifice be tho 
expiation for the body of the sac rifle er, enabling him to attain 
swarga. Or may the milk he the corrective of the Soma* 
[The simple translation (f may the body itself he the body's 
cure,” seems more correct, as giving the force of eva ; but the 
connexion of thought with the first line of the verse is not 
obvious.] 
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libations, the auspicious forethought, for his liba¬ 
tion the divine pitcher is filled (with Soma). We 
long for the universal Aditi. 

12. Thy splendour, Indra, is wonderful, fulfilling 
our pious acts, desirable; thy efforts replenishing 
the wealth of thy worshippers are irresistible; 
(therefore) Duvasyu hastens in front of the victim 
cow, (leading it) with a straight cord. 

StlKTA II. (CI.) 

The deities are the Yiswadetas, or the subject of the hymn is 
the praise of the Rilwijas ; the Rishi is Bubka, the son of 
Soma ; the metre of verses 9 and 12 is Jagati t of 4 and 6 
Gdi/atrij of 5 Brihaii, of the rest Trishiubli. 

1. Awake, friends, being all agreed; many in Varga xvm. 
number, abiding in one dwelling , 1 kindle Agni. I 

invoke you, DadhikrX, Agni, and the divine Ushas, 
who are associated with Indra, for our protection. 

2. Construct exhilarating (hymns), spread forth 
praises, construct the ship which is propelled by 
oars, prepare your weapons, make ready, lead forth, 

0 friends, the herald, the adorable (Agni). 

3. Harness the ploughs, fit on the yokes, now 
that the womb of earth is ready sow the seed 
therein, and through our praise 2 may there be 


1 Lit. “ in one nest”; Sayana, “in one hall.” It might he 
thought that some convent-like institution is intended. 

2 JIahidhara (Yajush, XII. 68) connects gird with the first 
line, “Sow the seed with praise, with a prayer of the Yeda”; 
he explains srushti as rice, and other different kinds of food. 

YOL. YI. V 
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abundant food; may (the grain) fall ripe towards 
the sickle. 

4. The wise (priests) harness the ploughs, they 
lay the yokes apart, firmly devoted through the 
desire of happiness. 1 

5. Set up the cattle-troughs, bind the straps to 
it; let us pour out (the water of) the well, which 
is full of water, fit to be poured out, and not easily 
exhausted. 

6. I pour out (the water of) the well, whose 
cattle-troughs are prepared, well fitted with straps, 
fit to be poured out, full of water, inexhaustible. 

Varga xix. 7. Satisfy the horses, accomplish the good work 
(of ploughing), equip a car laden with good fortune, 
pour out (the water of) the well, having wooden 
cattle-troughs, having a stone rim, having a recep¬ 
tacle like armour, fit for the drinking of men. 

8. Construct the cow-stall, for that is tire drink¬ 
ing-place of your leaders (the gods), fabricate 
armour, manifold and ample ; make cities of iron 
and impregnable; let not the ladle leak, make it 
strong. 

9. I attract, 0 gods, for my protection, your 
adorable, divine mind, which is deserving of sacri¬ 
fice and worship here; may it milk forth for us, 
like a large cow with milk, giving a thousand 
streams, (having eaten) fodder and returned. 


1 Habidhara (Yajush, XII. G7) tal;es sumnayd in a less selfish 
sense', “to give pleasure to the gods,” 
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10. Pour out the golden-tinted Soma into the 
bowl of the wooden cup, fabricate it with the stone 
axes, gird it with teu bands, harness the beast of 
burden to the two poles (of the waggon). 

11. The beast of burden pressed within the two 
waggon-poles, moves as if on the womb of sacrifice 
having two wives. Place the chariot in the wood, 
without digging store up the juice. 

12. Indea, ye leaders, is the giver of happiness, 
excite the giver of happiness, stimulate him, sport 
with him for the acquisition of food, bring down 
here, 0 priests, Ixdra, the son of Kishtigri, 1 to 
drink the Soma juice. 

StbfTA ill. (CII.) 

The deity is Deuohana or Indha ; the Biski is Mcdgala, 

the son of Bhaemtaswa; the metre of the first, third, and 

twelfth verses is Brihatl, of the rest Tiusetueh. 

1. May (Indra) by his prowess protect thy vnrgs xx. 
waggon (Mudgala) that has no companion, 2 defend 

ns, 0 invoked of many, in this memorable conflict 
in the recovery of our wealth, 

2. The wind raised her vesture when she won 
a thousand waggon-loads. MudgalXnI was the 


1 mshtigr'i is said to be a name of Aditi. 

* According to the legend the oxen of Mudgala were carried 
off by thieves, except one old ox. This the Rishi harnessed 
to his waggon, and set out in pursuit, casting, as he went, liis 
club iu front of him. It conducted him to the robbers, and he 
got hack his cattle. 
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Varga XXI. 


charioteer in the quest of the cattle, the army of 
Ixdra recovered (the spoil) taken in battle. 

8. Restrain, Indra, the thunderbolt of the 
malignant threatening (foe); ward off, Maghavan, 
the secret weapon (of our foe), be he Ddsa or 
Ary a. 

4. Rejoicing, he drank up the pool of water, 
he cleft the mountain peak, he went against the 
enemy; endowed with vigour, eager for fame, 
assailing the quick-moving (foe), he seized him 
with his two arms. 

5. Approaching the bull, they made him roar 
in the midst of the battle. X, Mudgala, have 
thereby gained in war hundreds and thousands of 
cattle well-pastured. 

6. The hull has been yoked for the destruction 
of the enemy j his long-haired yoke-fellow made 
him roar; rushing on with the waggon of the 
irresistible yoked (bull), the warriors coining forth 
went to MudgalAxi. 

7. The sage (Mudgala) has fitted up the frame 
of the waggon, he has harnessed the bull, training 
him to his work: Indra protected the lord of the 
inviolable (cows), the buffalo rushed along with 
speed. 

8. Wielding the goad (Indra) with the braided 
hair proceeded happily, fastening the strap to the 
wood (of the waggon); distributing riches to mauy 
people, caressing the oxen he acquired vigour. 

9. Behold this club, the ally of the bull, resting 
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in the midst of the conflict, with which I, Mudgala, 
have won hundreds and thousands of cattle in war. 

10. Who has thus beheld the evils nigh at hand ? 
The (bull) which they yoke, they stop ; to him 
they bring neither fodder nor water. Being above 
(the bull) he bears the chariot-pole announcing 
(victory to his lord). 

11. As a wife who has been abandoned rejoices 
to find her husband, as a cloud expanding when 
pouring forth rain with the aid of the earth’s disc; 
with her eager (to recover the cattle) for our 
charioteer, may we win (the prize), may good 
fortune, together with food, be given to us. 

12. Thou, Indra, art the eye of the eye of the 
whole world, when, showerer (of benefits), urging 
on thy two vigorous steeds, harnessed to the car, 
thou engagest in battle. 


SljKTA IY. (CIII.) 1 

The deities are various, Beihaseati is that of the fourth verse, 

Apvi, the goddess presiding over sin, of the twelfth, Indea of 
the rest, or the Mabuts may he the deities of the thirteenth; 
the Rishi is Aeratiratha, the son of Ixdea ; the metre of the 
last verse is Anu&htubhj of the rest Tri&htubh* 

1. The fleet-going Ixdra, like a formidable bull Varga 
sharpening (his horns), the slayer of foes, the 


1 The whole of this Sukta occurs in the Yajush, XVII. 33- 
44 and 46, and in the Saman, II. 9. 3. I. I and following verses. 
The last phrase is also given by Yaska, Nirukta, I. 15. 
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exciter of men, loud-slioutiag, ever-vigilant, the 
chief of heroes overthrew at once a hundred 
hosts. 

2. With Indra the loud-shouting, the vigilant, 
the victorious, the warlike, the unconquerable, the 
daring, the hurler of arrows, the showerer, (as 
your ally) conquer ye warriors, ye leaders, that 
(hostile host) and overcome it, 

3. Indra, with the arrow-bearing (Martits), 
armed with swords, the subduer, the warrior, who 
encounters a multitude (of foes), who conquers 
those who encounter him, the drinker of the Soma , 
the strong-armed, having a powerful bow, who 
shoots with well-aimed arrows (conquer with his 
help). 1 

4. Come with tby chariot, Brihaspati, who art 
the slayer of Rakshasas , discomfiting thy enemies, 
crushing (hostile) hosts and demolishing (them), 
victorious in battle, be the defender of our chariots. 

5. Known by his strength, mighty, heroic, over¬ 
powering, vigorous, enduring, fierce, attended by 
heroes, attended by mighty men, the offspring of 
strength, the possessor of water, 2 do thou, Indra, 
ascend thy triumphant chariot. 

6. Imitate in heroism, ye kindred warriors, follow, 


1 So Sayana supplies the ellipsis; Mahldhara supplies “may 
he protect 

2 Hahidhara explains govii as knowing or accepting the 
song of praise.” 
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friends, in prowess this Indea, who is the breaker 
of mountains, the acquirer of water, armed with 
the thunderbolt, conquering the swift (foe), destroy¬ 
ing (the enemy) by his might. 

7. May Indra, bursting open the clouds with Varga xxin. 
force; pitiless, heroic, with hundredfold anger, 
invincible, the overthrower of armies, irresistible, 

protect our armies in battles. 

8. May Indea be the leader of these (hosts), 
may Brihaspati, Dakshina, 1 2 Yajna, and Soma go 
before, let the Maruts march in the van of the 
destroying and victorious armies of the gods. 

9. (May) the mighty force of the showerer Indra, 
of the royal Vakuna, of the Adityas and Maeuts 
(be ours). The shout of the magnanimous and 
victorious deities, the subverters of worlds, has 
arisen. 

10. Excite, Maghavan, my weapons, (excite) the 
spirits of my heroes: slayer of Veitra, let the 
speed of the horses be accelerated, let the noises 
of the chariots be increased. 

11. When the banners are intermingled, may 
Ixdra he our (defender), may those arrows which 


1 Or of cloudB; or, according to Mahidhara, of Gotras (a race 
of Asuras). Gotrabhit properly means “ breaking into the cow- 
stall.” 

2 According to Mahidhara this is not a proper name; he 
interprets “May the Yajns-pufushci (i.e. Vishnu) go on the 
right and Soma go before.” 
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Varga XXIV. 


are ours be victorious, may our warriors be trium¬ 
phant ; gods, protect us in battles. 

12. Bewildering the mind of our foes, Apiva, 1 
seize their limbs and depart, proceed against them, 
burn in their hearts with sorrow, let our enemies 
be covered with thick darkness. 

13. Advance, warriors, and conquer; may Indra 
grant you happiness, may your arms be strong, 
so that you may be invincible. 

StkTA V. (CIV.) 

The deity is Indha; the Mishi Ashtaka, the son of ViswImitea ; 
the metre Trhlituhh. 

1. The Soma has been effused for thee, (Indra), 
the invoked of many, come quickly to the sacrifice 
with thy two bay horses; our praises recited by 
the wise, moving quickly, are addressed to thee; 
drink, Indra, of the libation. 

2. Lord of bay steeds, drink at this ceremony of 
the juice that has been shaken up with the water, 
fill thy belly with the libation offered by the priests, 
which the grinding-stones desired to express for 
thee, Indra; do thou who art carried by hymns 
enhance thy exhilaration with these (hymns). 

3. Lord of bay steeds, showerer (of benefits), 


1 According to Bay ana Apiva is a goddess; according to 
Mahidhara it means sickness or fear* Yaska derives it from 
apavi u who deprives of enjoyment.” [Bee "Weber's ludisehe 
Btudien, IX. 482, referred to by M* Muller.] 
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I send thee strong good drink that thou mayest 
proceed; Ixdra, who art glorified for thy prowess, 
be exhilarated at this (ceremony) with praises, with 
all rites. 

4. Powerful Ixdra, they stood in the dwelling 
of the naan (who instituted the rite), enjoying food 
together with offspring, 1 through thy protection 
and prowess, desiring thee, knowing the ceremonies, 
glorifying thee, and partaking of the exhilaration. 

5. Lord of hay horses, by the right guidance of 
thee who art deservedly praised, the bestower of 
happiness, the illustrious, the men thy praisers, 0 
Ixdra, have acquired thy most gracious assistance 
for excelling (other suppliants) through thy favours. 

6. Lord of bay horses, come with thy two bays Varga 
to our adorations to drink of the effused Soma- 
juice; the sacrifice, Ixdra, reaches to thee who 

art enduring; cognizant of the sacrifice, thou art 
the donor of the reward. 

7. Our praises celebrate the irresistible Ixdra, 
the dispenser of abundant food, the overeomer of 
enemies, the delighter in the libation, the possessor 
of opulence, the well-praised; the adorations of 
the worshipper glorify (him). 

8. The seven divine meandering rivers with 
which thou, Ixdra, the destroyer of cities, re- 


1 [Say an a takes prajavat from the second line as an epithet 
of vayah , “ food having progeny.”] 
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plenishedst the ocean, flow unimpeded; thou didst 
discover the nine-and-ninety flowing rivers (and 
their) path for gods and men. 

9. Thou didst release the great waters from the 
malignant (obstructer), thou wert the only god who 
watched over them; with those waters which thou 
hast employed for the destruction of Vritra, 
mayest thou, all-vivifying 1 Ikdra, cherish thine own 
person. 

10. Indra is the chief of heroes, the doer of 
great deeds, to whom praise is well offered; yea, 
and the voice of praise lauds him the invoked of 
many. He slew Vritra, he created light; Sakra, 
the conqueror, has overcome (hostile) hosts. 

11. We invoke for our protection the opulent 
Ikdra, distinguished in this combat; the leader 
in the food-bestowing strife, healing (our praises), 
terrible in battles, the destroyer of foes, the con¬ 
queror of wealth. 1 2 


1 [Sayana apparently reads viswabhih for viswdyuh > and in¬ 
terprets u with all those waters which,” etc,] 

2 See III. 30, 22, YoL III. p. 42. It is the burthen of 
several Suktas, as noticed by Langlois—of those which are 
connected with Viswdmitra. 
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StfKTA VI, (CV.) 

The deity is Ixdra ; the Rishi Dtjehitiu. or Soiitba, the son of 
Ktjtsa : the metre of the first verse is Gdyatri or UshniJc, of 
the second and seventh Pipilikamadhya, of the last Trishtubh, 
and of the rest Ushnik. 

1. When, Yasu, (will our) praise (reach) thee Varga xxvi. 
desiring it ? (when) will he, (like) a dam, obstruct 

and let loose the long-protracted libation for the 
sake of wind-driven (rain) ? 1 

2 . (0 Indra), to whom belong the two bay- 
horses, well-trained, active, swift, courageous, 
brilliant as the two worlds, do thou, who art lord 
(of bay horses), bestowing (wealth upon us), desire 
(our praises). 

3. Indka repelled (him), being like a mortal 
tired and affrighted in (the combat with) the off¬ 
spring of iniquity (Yritra), when being associated 
with the forces (of the Martjts), he has been pre¬ 
pared for splendour. 

4. Ixdra, the friend of man for his exhilaration, 
comes mounted in his chariot, granting him favour, 


1 This stanza occurs in the Sainan, I. 3. 1, 4, 6 S and is well 
described by Benfey as a dunkel.” The comment is not very 
satisfactory, but the notion apparently intended to be expressed 
is that although the worship of Indra may be impeded by delay, 
as water is checked by an embankment (smasd^huhjd\ yet it 
will take effect at last, and the water or the rain will spread 
abroad* See also Ulrukta, Y, 12, 
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the hero Indra, (the driver) of the two neighing 
and prancing (steeds). 

5. He who has mounted the two long-maned 
and all-pervading steeds for the nourishment (of 
the sacrificer) asks (for the Soma') with his two 
jaws, possessing mighty jaws. 

VargaXXYii. 6. Of glorious strength (associated) with the 
glorious (Maruts) he was renowned ; the hero 
abiding in the firmament wrought with his strength 
as the Ribhus with their wonderful works— 

7. The golden-bearded (Indra), lord of bay 
horses, who made the thunderbolt for the easy 
destruction of the Dasyu , who has irresistible jaws 
like the vast firmament. 

8. Comminute, Indra, our iniquities, may we, by 
our hymns, exterminate those who offer no hymns. 
The sacrifice, unaccompanied by prayer, distinct 
(from that which is performed with prayer), is not 
grateful to thee. 

9. When the ceremony of the three fires is 
instituted for thee by those who support (the 
burthen of the rite) in the hall of sacrifice, accom¬ 
panied by the sacrifice, thou, the friend of man, 
(ascendest) the vessel of thy glory. 

10. May the spotted cow yield milk for mixing 
with thy (Soma), may the ladle for the mixture 
wherewith thou pourest it into thine own vessel 
he free from defect. 

11. When thou, mighty (Indra, gavest) hundred¬ 
fold (riches), Sumatra praised theo thus, Durjiitra 
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praised thee thus, when at the slaughter of the 
Dasyus thou didst protect Eutsa’s son, when at 
the slaughter of the Dasyus thou protectedst 
Kutsa’s darling. 


ADIIYA'YA YL 
ANUYAEA IS. Continued. 

StoA YIL (CYI.) 

The deities are the As wins ; the Rishi is Bhuiamsa, the son of 
Kasyapa ; the metro is Trish(ulh, 

1. Yon both demand the oblation (Aswins), you y ar ga i. 
spread out the ceremonials as two weavers (stretch) 
cloths ; (tho institutor of the rite) praised you 
associated together to attain (his desires); like two 
fortunate days you bestow food. 

2. Like two longing oxen (to the pastures), you 
have recourse to those who fill you (with oblations) ; 
you approach like two horses prepared for the fray, 
employed to bring treasure: you are like two 
(royal) messengers renowned among the people; 
turn not away (from our oblation) like two buffaloes 
from the drinking-trough. 

3. Connected together like the two wings of a 
bird, you came to the sacrifice like two choice 
animals; radiant as Agxi (at the offering) of the 
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Varga II, 


devout (worshipper), like two perambulating priests 
you celebrate worship 1 2 in many places. 

4. You are kinsmen to us, like parents (to) sons, 
like two fierce shining fires, like two princes 
hastening (to give protection), like two bestowers 
of food are you for the nourishment (of men), like 
two luminaries for the enjoyment (of your wor¬ 
shippers), like two quick (horses) you came to our 
invocation. 

5. You are like two pleasantly moving well-fed 
(hills) like Mitra and Varus a, 2 the two bestowers 
of felicity, veracious, possessors of infinite wealth, 
happy, like two horses plump with fodder, abiding 
in the firmament, like two rams (are you) to be 
nourished with sacrificial food, to be cherished 
(with oblations). 

6. You are like two mad elephants bending 
their forequarters and smiting the foe, like the two 
sons of Nitosa destroying (foes), and cherishing 
(friends) ; you are as bright as two water-born 
(jewels), do you, who are victorious, (render) my 
decaying mortal body free from decay. 3 


1 This, according to the Scholiast, means that the Aswxns are 
the Adhwaryus of the gods* 

2 Lit “like two Miteas.” 

3 The epithets of which the Terse consists, as well as the 
objects of comparison, are most unusual terms, and some of 
them have evidently perplexed the Scholiast* Srinija is 
derived from spent, a goad, llie animals requiring a goad, i*$- 
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7. Fierce (As wins), like two powerful (heroes), 
you enable this moving, perishable mortal (frame) 
to cross over to the objects (of its destination) as 
oyer water; extremely strong, like the Ribhus, 
your chariot attained its destination swift as the 
wind, it pervaded (everywhere), it dispensed 
riches. 

8. "With your bellies full of the Soma, like 
two saucepans, * 1 preservers of wealth, destroyers of 
enemies, (you are) armed with hatchets, moving 
like two flying (birds) with forms like the moon, 
attaining success through the mind, like two laud¬ 
able beings, (you are) approaching (the sacrifice). 

9. Like two big (men) in deep waters you find 
a resting-place, like two feet crossing a ford you 
find (the fording-place), like two ears you recognize 
(the Yoice) of the reciter of your praises, like two 
shoulders (supporting the sacrifice), come to our 
desirable rite. 

10. Like two loud-sounding (clouds), you send 
forth the sweet (rain); like two bees (you deposit 
milk) in (the udder of) the cow which has its 
opening turned downwards ; like two labourers you 


elephants. Yaska (XIII. 15) agrees with one of Sayana’s 
explanations of naitosd, viz. the sons of Xitosa. Sayana gives 
two contradictory interpretations of parpharika, “cherishing 
(friends)” and “destroying (foes).” [Ludwig says verses 5 
to 8 of this Sukta are too obscure to be translated.] 

1 [Sayana, “like two mighty heroes.”] 
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are dripping with perspiration, 1 like a tired cow 
eating sweet herbage, you attend (the sacrifice). 

11. May we increase our praise, (O Aswins), 
may we offer you food, come hither in the same 
chariot to our worship; and accept the sweet food 
prepared from within the cows. BhutXmsa has 
fulfilled the desires of the learned. 2 3 * * * 

StJKiA VEX (CYir.) 

The DaMMftd r or present to be made by the institutors of a 
religious ceremony (or yaj&Tndnas) to the priests entertained 
by them, is the subject or deity; as personified Daxshina is 
called the daughter of PbajApati ; the y&jamanas (or givers of 
daksJtinds) may also be regarded as the cUvatd ; the RUM is 
Divya of the race of Akoihas, or Daxshiea the daughter 
of PitAJlrATi; the metre of verso 4 is Jagati } of the rest 
Trishtuhh. 

Varga hi. 1. The great (splendour) of M a get a van 3 has 
become manifest (for the rites) of these (wor¬ 
shippers); all life has been extricated from dark- 


1 i.e. with rain. 

2 This Sukta is remarkable for unusual words, as admitted 
by Sayana, who remarks at the close that all the words of 
this A$mn- sukta, though difficult of derivation, have been 
explained by him within a short compass (dmmdimm pr(t~ 
darsitdfft), and that the learned must deduce the different 
meanings of the w 7 ords by means of etymology, grammar, etc. 

3 Maghamn is here identified with the sun, at whose rising 

and at midday the dah&Mnd is to be given, not at sunset. 

Sayana refers to Edg-veda, V. 77. 2; see above, Yol. EX 

pp, 364, 365* 
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ness; tlae vast light bestowed by the progenitors 
has arrived, a spacious path for the dakshind has 
been displayed. 

2, The donors of the dakshind have mounted 
high in heaven; those who are givers of horses 
dwell with the sun; the givers of gold obtain 
immortality, the givers of raiment, 0 Soma, 1 pro¬ 
long their life. 

3. The divine nourishing dakshind , which is part 
of the sacrifice to the gods, is not for those who 
go wrong, for they do not gratify (the gods with 
worship), but many men through fear of incurring 
sin liberally extending the dakshind gratify the 
gods. 



4. They see (to the offering of) the oblation to 
Vatu of the hundred streams, to the all-conscious 
sun, to the men-beholding (deities); they who 
please (the gods) and offer (oblations) at the festival, 
let flow the dakshind, the mother of seven. 2 

5. Summoned (by the priests) first advances the 
dakshind- bearing (sacrificer); the head of the village 
bearing the dakshind goes in the front. I regard 
him as a king amongst men who first introduced 
the dakshind. 


1 According to Sayana, “the givers of clothing (abide with 
thee) Soma; (they all) prolong their life/’ 

2 which has the seven samsthds as its children, the 
Agnishthoma, etc,; or that which has seven mothers or regu¬ 
lators (nirmdtarah), the Uotri and other priests* 


VGL, TL 


X 



306 


RIG-VEDA SAHHITX. 


Varga iv. 6. They call him the Miski, the Brahmana , the 
leader of the sacrifice, the chanter of the hymn, 
the reciter of the prayer, 1 he knows the three 
forms of light 2 who first worshipped with the 
daJcskind. 

7. Daks httv a gives horses, Dakshina gives cows, 
Dakshina gives gold and also silver, Dakshina 
bestows food. Our spirit discriminating (all things) 
puts on DakshinX for armour. 

8. The givers of enjoyment do not die, they do 
not go to destruction, they suffer no injury, the 
givers of enjoyment suffer no pain. DakshinX 
gives them all this world and the entire heaven. 

9. The givers of enjoyment first won the cow the 
source (of food), the givers of enjoyment have won 
a bride who was beautifully attired, the givers of 
enjoyment have won deep potations of wine, the 
givers of enjoyment have conquered those who 
without being challenged advance to meet them. 

10. For the giver of enjoyment they deck out 
a fleet horse, to the giver of enjoyment is pre¬ 
sented a maiden beautifully adorned, to the giver 
of enjoyment belongs this dwelling, adorned like 
a lake full of lotus flowers, delightful as a dwelling 
of the gods. 

11. Horses capable of bearing heavy burdens 


1 The last three epithets denote the Adkwaryu, the Zfdg&tn, 
anti the Hotri respectively, 

2 i.e. Af/nt, VayU) and Adiiya. 
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bear the giver of enjoyment, a well-constructed 
chariot rolls along (for the giver) of the daks hind; 
0 gods, protect the giver of enjoyment in combats ; 
may the giver of enjoyment be the victor over bis 
foes in battles. 


SiJkta IX. (CVIII.) 

This hymn is a dialogue between SakajlI and the Pattis , 1 who 
arc therefore alternately Dev aid and JZisM ' the metre is 
Truk fuhh. 

1. [The Panis :] With what intention has Varga 

Sarama come to this place ? Verily the way is 
long and difficult to be traversed by the per¬ 
severing. What is the motive of thy coming to 

us ? What sort of wandering was thine ? How 
hast thou crossed the waters of the Basa ? 2 

2. [Sarama :] I come, the appointed messenger 
of Ixdjra, desiring, Pasts, your great hidden 
treasures; through fear of being crossed the (water) 
helped us, thus I passed over the waters of the 
BasY 

3. [The Paths :] What is Indra like, 0 Sarama ? 


1 According to the legend here narrated, the cows of 
Brihaspati had been stolen by the Fanis, the followers of the 
Asura Yaoa. At Brihaspatx’s instance Indra sent SabamI in 
search of them. She having crossed a large river arrived at 
Yaha’s stronghold and discovered the cattle. The Fanis trying 
to make friends with her, the dialogue contained in this Sukta 
then ensued. See Yol. I. pp. 16, 167, 193, and Yoh II. p. 16. 

% The river of the firmament, according to the Scholiast. 



308 


RIG-VEDA SAKHUX. 


What is the appearance of him as whose messenger 
you have come to this place from afar? [They 
then say to one another:] Let her approach: let 
us make friends with her, and let her he the lord 
of our cattle. 

4. [Bah a ma :] I do not believe that he can he 
subdued; he as whose messenger I have come to 
this place from afar subdues (his enemies). The 
deep rivers do not conceal him; you, Pakis, slain 
by Ikdea, will sleep (in death). 

5. [The Pakis :] These are the cows which thou, 
auspicious Sarama, coming to the extremities of 
the sky, demandest. Who will give them up to 
thee without a combat? and our weapons are sharp. 

Varga vi. 6. [Sarama :] Your words, Pakis, are not in 
the place of armies ; your sinful bodies will not be 
equal to arrows. 1 Let your path be difficult to 
follow, let Brihaspati show no favour to either 
(your words or your persons). 

7. [The Pakis :] This treasure, Bahama, secured 
in the mountain is composed of cows, horses and 
riches : the Pakis protect it who are good watchers; 
thou hast come to this lonely 2 spot in vain. 


1 [Say an a explains mmyd as miarhani na bhavanti, u T our 
words are not equal to armies, i.e t your words are not to be 
feared, 57 miisltavyak he explains ishvarhdni na santu parahrmM- 
rdkiiyena } “ let them not be equal to arrows through your 
absence of prowess.”] 

% [Sayana, “resounding with the lowing of the oxen.”] 
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8. [Saeama :] Excited by the Soma, the Jits his, 
the Angieasas of the nine months’ rite, headed by 
Ayasya, 1 will come hither; they will partition this 
herd of cattle, then the Paxis will retract 2 their 
words. 

9. [The Paxis :] Thou hast indeed come hither, 
Sarah/, constrained by divine power ; we will 
make thee our sister, do not return, we will share 
the cattle with thee, auspicious one. 

10. [Sarama :] I recognize not fraternity nor 
sisterhood ; Indra and the terrible Angieasas know 
(my kindred); my (masters) desiring the cattle 
overshadowed (your habitation) when I came ] de¬ 
part hence, Panis, to a distant (spot). 

11. Go hence, Paxis, to a far-off distant (spot), 
let the cattle come forth in due order, bursting 
through (the door) the concealed cattle which 
Brihasfati, the Soma, the grinding stones and the 
wise Itishis have found. 


1 [Or “unwearying.” See Vol. I. p. 168, for another ex¬ 
planation of the term ayasya by Sayana.] 

s Lit, u vomit/* i.e* reject. 
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SCkta X. (CIX.) 1 

The deities are the Viswadesas ; the Rkhi is Junr, the wife of 
Beahma, or TTebhwax!e n A , tho son of BhahmA ; the metre 
of the sixth and seventh verses is Anushtulh, of the rest 
Trishtubh. 

Varga VII. 1. These spoke first about Brahma’s sin, the 
boundless (sun), the water-god (Varuna), the 
wind-god (Vatu), the fierce, wide-consuming fire, 
the source of happiness, (Soma), the divine waters, 
the first-born sons of the truthful (BeahmA). 

2. First, the royal Soma, without being ashamed, 
restored Brahma’s wife (to Brihaspati), Varuna 
was the inviter, 2 and Mitra A uni as the ministrant 
priest taking her by the hand, led her (to her 
husband). 

3. And (the gods) said (to Brihaspati), 11 This 
pledge of hers is to he taken by the band, this is 
the wife of BrahmX ; she has not made herself 


1 A curious and not very intelligible legend is said to form 
the subject of the Sukta. Juirtf is considered as the same with 
Vicm s speech/ the wife of BbahilL But VIciiaspati, the lord 
of speech, being the same with BninAsrATi, he also is said to 
be the husband of Junnj or Y&ck ; in fact, Brihaspati and 
BrahhI are identified. On some occasion his sin resulted in 
her losing her husband’s affections, and he deserted her. After¬ 
wards the gods consulted together as to tho means of expiation 
of Bum a spates sin, and restored her to her husband. 

% [According to Sayana, u he was the rejoicer of the Soma/* 
somam mumodayitd, or “he showed pity, saying, 1 always take 
her to wife/ * J ] 
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known to the messenger sent (to seek her), so is 
the kingdom of a Kshatriya protected.” 

4. The ancient deities spoke about her, the 
seven IlisMs who were engaged in penance. The 
terrible wife of Brahma has been brought back {to 
her husband); (penance) elevates sin to the highest 
heaven. 

5. He leads the life of a Brahmachdrin, 1 even 
adoring all the gods; he becomes a portion of the 
gods ; therefore Brihaspati obtained his wife (for¬ 
merly) brought him by Soma, as the gods receive 
an offering. 

6. The gods gave her back again, men also gave 
her back, and kings confirming (the gift) gave 
BrahmA’s wife back again. 

7. The gods having given back Brahma’s wife, 
and made her free from sin, having partaken of the 
food of the earth, sat down to (the sacrifice of) the 
widely-hymned Brihaspati, 


1 ue. being without a wife. 
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StJKTA XI. (CX.) 1 

The deities are the A'rais; the RisM is Jahadagati, the son of 
BnEiGcr, or his sou Bin a, known as FaeashrAma ; the metre 
is Trisifubh. 

Varga vin. 1. Kindled to-day, Jatavedas, in the dwelling of 
the worshipper, thou who art divine, sacrifices! to 
the gods. Bear (the oblation), thou who respectest 
thy friends, who art intelligent; thou art the wise, 
far-seeing messenger (of the gods). 

2. Pure-tongued Tantjnapat, 2 flavour the paths 
of the sacrifice which lead (to success), moistening 
them with the sweet (SWa-juice) ; elevating our 
praises and our rite by understanding, convey our 
sacrifice to the gods. 

3. Agni, who art the invoker (of the gods), and 
art to be solicited and praised, come, being pro¬ 
pitiated, along with the Vasus ; thou, O mighty 
(Agni), art the invoker of the gods, do thou, who 
art most entitled to worship, solicited by us, offer 
them adoration. 


1 The whole of this Siikta is explained by Yaska (Nmikta, 
VIII. 5-21). See also the Tajmli, XXIX. verses 25, 26, and 
28 to 36. The former inserts some additional stanzas. 

2 Sayana gives a new etymology for this name of Agni; 
imu may mean a cow that has calved and yields milk, whence 
comes butter, and from butter fire—Agni being thus the 
gTandson of the cow. Mahidhara gives the usual derivation, 
“grandson of the waters”—for from rain come the trees, and 
trees supplying fuel propagate Agni. 
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4. In the beginning of the day the sacred grass, 
pointing eastwards, is strewn with the prescribed 
(text) as a covering for the earth (of the altar); 
they spread it out far and wide as a pleasant (seat) 
for the gods and Aditi. 

5. Expanding wide, let the Doors give access 
as gracefully decorated wives give access to their 
husbands, divine Doors, spacious and admitting all, 
he easy of entry for the gods. 

6. May the adorable Day and blight, the givers Varga 
of sound repose, having approached, sit down in 
the place (of sacrifice), two divine females, majestic 
and richly ornamented, bearing beauty of a bright 
form. 

7. Divine ministers, prior (to those of earth), 
repeaters of pious praise, instituting the sacrifice 
at which men are to worship, (sit down) stimulating 
(the priests) at the sacrifices, makers (of praises), 
indicating the eastern fire 1 with the prescribed 
(text). 

8. May BhIratI come quickly to our sacrifice, 
and Ila. thinking (of what she lias to do), like 
a human being; may SaraswatI also—the three 
gracious goddesses, sit down upon this pleasant 
sacred grass. 

9. To the divine Twashtri, who decked the 


1 The Ahavamya. The two divine ministers, or Hotris, are 
Agni and A'ditya. 
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Varga X. 


parental heaven and earth and all the worlds with 
living forms, to him, 0 priest, who art venerable 
and wise, being solicited by us, offer oblation here 
to-day. 

10. Offer 1 of thine own will in due season the 
food (and other) oblations of the gods besmearing 
it. Let Yanaspati, Samitri , 2 the divine Agni, 
sweeten the oblation with honey and butter. 

11. As soon as he was born, Agni constructed 
a sacrifice, he was the preceder of the gods; may 
the gods partake of the oblation presented with 
the malm through the voice of him the hotri of 
the sacrifice at the eastern station. 

StfKTA XII. (CXI.) 

The deity is Indra ; the Jjtiski is AshtrAdamshtra, the son of 
ViuTjPa ; the metre is Trishfubh, 

1. Offer, worshippers, to Ixdra. praise agreeable 
to the thoughts of men; let us incite Xndra. hither 
with sincere adoration, for he, the hero, capable 
(of granting our wishes, is) 3 desirous of laudation, 

2* Sustainer of the abode of the water, (the 


J Bay an a says this is addressed to Yanaspati:, the deified 
yitpa^ or sacrificial post. Mahidhara says it is addressed to the 
priest. 

s Bamixei ib the immolator of the nctiiru The post, the 
immolator, and the fire are here deified as the chief instruments 
or agents of the sacrifice. 

3 Viddnak is simply explained by jdndnah mnarthah . 
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firmament), he shone brightly; the bull, the off¬ 
spring of a cow which has only borne once, met 
the cows, with a loud roar he sprung up, he per¬ 
vaded the vast worlds. 

3. On hearing our praise Index knows our 
wishes; victorious, he opens a path for the sun ; 
making himself Mena, * 1 he came (to the sacrifice), 
he was unassailable, the lord of cattle, (the lord) of 
heaven, eternal, unsurpassed. 

4. Praised by the Angirasas, Indra has by his 
might injured the functions of the mighty cloud; 
he has sent down abundant rains, he who (at other 
times) has supported the supporting (cloud) in 
heaven. 2 

5. Indra, the counterpart of heaven and earth, 
is cognizant of all sacrifices, he is the slayer of 
Sushnaj he spread out the spacious heaven with 
the sun (to light it up) ; best of proppers, he 
propped up (the heaven) with a prop. 

6. The slayer of Yritra, thou hast laid him low Varga xr. 
with the thunderbolt j resolute Indra, thou hast 

now overcome by thy powerful (bolt), the devices 
of the impious (Aswra), confiding in his own 
strength; thou, Maghavan, wast strong-armed. 

7. When the dawns are associated with the sun, 


1 See Yol. I. p. 139. 

1 \JSatyatata is explained by Sayana as “that Minch is 

stretched out by the true ones, the gods,” or treating -tati as 
a mere suffix, “that which is true,” t.e. heaven.] 
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his rays acquired wonderful beauty j but when the 
constellation of heaven is not seen, no one really 
knows (his rays) as he moves. 

8. The first of those waters, which issued forth 
at Indra’s sending, went very far. Where, waters, 
is your beginning, where your root, where is your 
centre, where indeed is your termination ? 

9. Thou hast set at liberty the streams which 
had been swallowed by Ain ; they rushed forth 
with rapidity ; the waters which longed to be 
liberated were set free, and now the pure (streams) 
never stop. 

10. They hasten associated together to the ocean, 
like loving wives (to a husband); (Indra), the 
witherer of foes, the demolisher of cities, is their 
impeller of old; may our oblations, the treasures of 
earth, and our copious praises, proceed, Indra, to 
thy dwelling. 


StiKTA XIII. (CXII.) 

The deity is Ihdea ; the Itishi X abhaheeabhedana , the son of 
YixtfpA ; tile metre is Trishtubh. 

Varga xii. 1. Drink, Indra, at will of the effused libation, 
for it is poured out at the morning sacrifice, and 
is first drunk by thee; exult, hero, in slaying thy 
foes, we will glorify thy heroic exploits with hymns. 

2. Come, Indra, to the jSW«-drinking with thy 
chariot, which is swifter than thought J let thy 
bays, the vigorous steeds with which thou goest 
along rejoicing quickly, hasten hither. 
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3. Decorate thy person with most beautiful forms 
with the golden radiance of the sun; invoked by 
us thy friends, Indra, sit down and be exhilarated, 
accompanied by the Maruts. 

4. Thou whose greatness (manifested) in thy 
exhilarations the vast heaven and earth, do not 
separate; come, Ixdra, with thy beloved bay horses 
harnessed to thy chariot, come to onr dwelling to 
(partake of) the (sacrificial) food that is agreeable 
to thee. 

5. That Soma, drinking constantly of which, 

Ixdra, thou hast destroyed the enemies (of the 
worshipper) with an inimitable weapon,—that Soma 
prompts thy powerful, abundant (laudation), it is 
effused, Indra, for thine exhilaration. 

6. This thy cup, Indra, has been long since pro- Varga xni. 
vided by us, drink the Soma from it, Satakratu ; 

the goblet is full of the sweet Soma-juice, which 
all the gods desire. 

7. Indra, showerer of benefits, men in several 
places offering acceptable sacrificial food, invoke 
thee; these our sacrifices to thee are most full of 
the sweet (Soma): take pleasure in them. 

8. I will proclaim now, Indra, thy ancient first- 
achieved exploits; resolved to send rain, thou didst 
cleave the cloud, thou madest the cow easily dis¬ 
coverable for the Brahman. 1 


1 Sayana “for Brihaspati.” See above, p. 310, note 1. 
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9. Lord of tho companies (of the Maruts), sit 
down among the companies (of the worshippers), 
they call thee the most sage of sages; without thee 
nothing is done in the distance; have in honour, 
Maghavan, our great and various adoration. 

10. Render us, Maghavan, who are thy suitors, 
illustrious; comprehend, friendly (Indra), who art 
the lord of wealth, (the wishes of) thy friends; 
make war (for us), thou warrior endowed with real 
strength, give us a share in the undivided riches. 


ANUVXKA X. 

ASIITAKA Till. Continued. 
ADHYAYA YI. Continued. 

StJKTA I. (CXIII.) 

Tho deity is Indra ; the Riski Satapbaehedana, the son of 
VirIjta ; the metre of the last verse is Trishtubk , of the rest 
Jag ait 

Varga xiv. 1. May the concurring heaven and earth, to¬ 
gether with all the gods, preserve that strength of 
Indra, whereby achieving (great deeds), he obtained 
the greatness that is appropriate to him, and having 
drank the Soma, he, eminent for his prowess, in¬ 
creased (in strength). 

2. Vishnu offering the portion of the Soma, 
glorifies by his own vigour that greatness of his. 
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Ixdra, the lord of wealth, with the associated gods 
having slain. Yritra, hecamo deserving of honour. 

3. When thou didst encounter the indestructible 1 
Yritra, wielding thy weapons for combat, thou 
acquiredst renown; all the associated Maruts of 
their own accord magnified thy great might appro¬ 
priate to Ivor a . 

4. As soon as bora he discomfited his assailants ; 
the hero contemplated his own manly prowess in 
war; he divided the cloud, sent forth the flowing 
waters, and with the determination to do a good 
deed, upheld the vast heaven. 

5. Ixdra advanced with vast (armies) ; he over¬ 
came with his might (his foes stationed between) 
heaven and earth; confident, he wielded his iron 
thunderbolt (to do) good to Hitra, Yaruxa, and 
the donor (of the oblation). 

6. Then (the waters) rushed forth to proclaim Varga 
the might of Indra, shouting loudly, and crushing 
(his foes), when fierce he cut Yritra to pieces by 

his strength—(Y ritra who) obstructed the waters, 
and was encompassed by darkness. 

7. (In the midst of) the first exploits to be 
performed by them which (Ixdra and Yritra) 
achieved striving with their utmost might, V ritra 
being slain, the thick darkness was destroyed, and 
Indra in his might came at the first challenge. 


1 Altmd, lit. ‘‘the dragon,” or “Am,” but Sayana explains 
it (as once before) ahantavijena “ not to be slain.” 
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8. Then all the gods magnified thy exploits with 
praise, accompanied with libations of Soma ; (and 
people) quickly devoured Yritea, the obstructer of 
water, wounded by Indra’s slaughtering (weapon), 
as Aghj devours food with his teeth, 

9. Celebrate the numerous benevolent (acts of 
Ittdra) with clever affectionate praises, together 
with texts; Indra subduing (the Asuras) Dhuni, 
and Chtjjturi for (the Rishi) Dabhiti bears the 
praises made to him with a desire for adoration. 

10. Do thou, Indra, grant me ample riches and 
excellent horses with which I may honour (the 
gods) proffering praises; with well-acquired (riches) 
let us cross over all iniquity, accept our praise 
to-day with the might. 1 


StkiA II. (CXIV.) 

The deities are the Yiswabevas ; the RisJii is Sadiiei, the son of 
Ytrtjpa, or Ghakma, the son of Tapas ; the meti'e of the 
fourth verse is Jagat’i, of the rest TrisJitubh. 

Varga xvi. 1. The two sources of heat (Agni and Aditya) 
spreading to the limit (of the horizon), have per¬ 
vaded the three-fold (universe); MXtariswan has 
come to give them pleasure; (when) the shining 
(rays) reached the adorable (sun), having the 


1 [More probably, continuing the notion of crossing over a 
river, 41 find us to-day a ford far and near,” t\e, ho]p us to cross 
over with ease*] 
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brilliancy of the JSaman, sustaining (the universe), 
they attained the water of heaven. 

2. The three Kirritis 1 do obeisance for the gift 
(of oblations), for (the gods), the far-famed sus¬ 
tained (of the universe), know (their obeisance) ; 
the wise have ascertained the primary cause of 
these (divinities) who (exist) in the conspicuous 
(or) in the hidden observances. 

3. The quadrangular (altar) youthful, handsomely 
decorated, bright with oblations, clothes herself in 
pious rites; the two birds, 1 2 the showerers of obla¬ 
tions, have sat down thereon where the gods receive 
their share. 

4. One of the birds has entered the firmament; 
he contemplates this whole world: with mind 
mature I beheld him nigh at hand; him the 
mother 3 licks, he licks the mother. 

5. The wise seers through their praise make into 
many forms the bird 4 which is (only) one ; and 


1 According to the Scholiast nirriti means the earth, and 
nirritih the three regions, earth, mid-air, and heaven, or rather 
the three deities (Agni, etc.) presiding over those regions. 

2 The husband and his wife, or the yajamuna and the Brahmin. 

3 i.e. the mddhy(wiikd vuch, the sound of mid-heaven, the 
thunder, which is the mother or source of rain. The deity 
referred to as the bird who has taten his station in the firmament 
is Agni, or else YAxu. 

4 [This is the other of the two birds mentioned in verse 3. 
Sayana forgets his explanation of that verse, and says the bit d 
referred to is the supreme soul (paramatmd)^] 

VOL. VI. T 
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Varga XYIL 


holding the (seven) metres at the sacrifices, they 
measure twelve howls of Soma. 

6. Filling thirty-six and four vessels, l and hold¬ 
ing the metres as far as twelve, measuring out the 
rite by their intelligence, the sages complete the 
sacrifice with the Rich and the Saman. 

7. There are fourteen other great developments 
of him 2 ; seven sages conduct him by prayer. 
Who may declare the expanded place of sanctity * 
at this (rite), the path by which they drink of the 
libation. 

8. The fifteen chief forms (are found) in a 


1 Grahas, or small cups of wood, or earthenware, for holding 
the Soma-juice or other fluids offered at sacrifices. Forty are 
specified as used at the Agnuhtmm sacrifice ; they are detailed 
in the fourth Prap&thaka of the Black Yajush : see also Yaj. 
Sainhita, VII. and VIII. The thirty-six grakm are enumerated 
by Sayan a as follows: the Upansu and Antary am a, the three 
gr ahas each devoted to the worship of two gods and called 
Aindravayava (belonging to Indra and Yayu), etc.; the Sukra 
and Manthin; the Ag ray ana, the Ukthya, and the Dhruva; the 
twelve Eitugrahas; the Aindragna and the Yaiswadcva, the 
three Marutwatiyas; the Mahendra; the Aditya and the Savitra; 
the Yaiswadeva (again), the Patmvata and the Hariyojana. 
The four grahas are enumerated as the two Answadabhyas, the 
Eadhigraha, and the Shodasin. The names indicate either 
appropriation to particular deities or particular rites. 

2 The 14 lokas; referring to Paramdtmd the supreme being* 
personified as Yajna^ or sacrifice. 

s According to Sayana the place between the chitivah ( 01 
hole dug in the ground for sacrifice) and the heap of rubbish. 
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thousand places ; as heaven and earth are, so verily 
is that ; the thousand great (functions) are in a 
thousand places ; 1 as Brahma is variably developed, 
so is Speech . 2 

9. What grave person knows the application of 
the metres ? Who utters the words appropriate 
to the functions (of the) different priests ? Whom 
do they call the eighth of the priests, the inde¬ 
pendent ? Who has done honour to the two bay 
horses 3 of Indra ? 

10. Some (horses) proceed to the limit of the 
earth; they stand still harnessed to the yoke of 
the chariot; (the gods) apportion among them the 
alleviation of fatigue, when the charioteer 4 is placed 
(ready to drive them) to their dwelling. 


1 \i.e. each action or function (as sight, hearing, etc.) has its 
own vishaya, or object*] 

2 i.e, everything has a name. There is perhaps a reference 
to the notion of the identity of the First Cause and all created 
effects* 

s The Rich and the Sdman are intend eel, according to the 
Scholiast. 

4 Say ana es plains yama as niyanta restrained t.e. mryctj the 
sun. 
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Varga XVIII. 


Sukta III. (CXV.) 

The deity is Agni ; the Rishi Upastuta, son of Vbishtihavta ; 

the metre of the eighth verse is Truktubk , of the ninth 

Sakvari, and of the rest Jagaii. 

1. Wonderful is the conveyance of (the oblation 
by) the tender infant, who does not come to his 
parents 1 to drink, although the udderless (world) 
gave him birth: he immediately bears (the oblation 
to the gods) fulfilling the important office of their 
messenger. 

2. The most active Agni, the giver of wealth, 
is nourished with ghi 2 (by the worshippers), 
he who with flaming tooth devours the forests; 
devoutly worshipped with the uplifted goblet (he 
is nourished) like a lordly well-fed bull amidst 
(fresh) pasture. 

3. (Glorify) him, (worshippers), the divine, like 
a bird seated upon a tree, demanding sacrificial 
food, clamorous, wood-consuming, water-shedding, 
like one bearing (the oblation) in his mouth, mighty 
with radiance, simultaneously illuminating the paths, 
like the great functionary (the sun). 

4. 0 imperishable Agxi, the invincible winds 
spread around thee (who art) rapid in movement, 
and desirous of consuming (the forest); like com- 


1 Heaven and earth, or the two sticks for kindling fire, 

% [So Sayana takes ndma dkdyi t which should be rathur 
translated “is applied to him as a name.” CL ndmadhei/a-l 
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batants (the priests) calling aloud, anxious to bestow 
(the oblation), glorify thee, the mighty, stationed in 
the three (altars). 

5. Agni, the most earnest of eulogists, the friend 
of those who praise him, the lord, the destroyer of 
enemies, whether far off or nigh, may Agni protect 
those who adore him, may Agni (protect) those who 
offer oblations, may Agni give to ns who are both 
these protection. 

6. 0 Agni, who hast fair ancestors, (I have) Taiga six. 
arrived quickly to (praise) thee, the most bountiful 
bestower of food, the overcomer (of foes), the 

J atavjedas, (I who offer) the best to thee, the most 
mighty being, the protector in calamity, with thy 
capable (bow). 

7. In this manner, Agni, the son of strength, is 
glorified by (us his) worshippers, together with 
pious mortals, for the sake of wealth—(his wor¬ 
shippers) who, like delighted friends, desiring the 
sacrifice, like shining (ones), overcome (hostile) men 
through his might. 

8. “Offspring of food! vigorous (Agni),” thus 
the praise of Upastuta, showering forth oblations, 
glorifies thee. “Let us praise thee; through thee 
let us obtain excellent male progeny, enjoying long 
protracted life.” 

9. Thus, Agni, the Itiskis, the Upastgtas, the 
sons of Yrishtihayya, celebrated thee, and do thou 
protect them and the pious worshippers. "With 
uplifted faces, calling out vashat ! vashat ! they 
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reached thee ; with uplifted faces they reached 
thee, calling out namas ! namas ! 

StjKTA IV. (CXYI.) 

The deity is Indka, the Riski Agnituta (or Agnirtjpa), the son 
of SthTjka ; the metre is Trishpubh . 

Varga xx. 1. Brink (Indra) the Soma for the invigoration 
of thine organs, drink, most mighty one, for the 
death of Vritra ; drink when invoked for wealth, 
for strength; drink of the exhilarating beverage, 
and, being satisfied, Indra, shower down (bless¬ 
ings). 

2. Drink, Indra, thy excellent portion of this 
renowned Soma effused and poured forth; the 
giver of prosperity, be delighted in thy mind, 
(be) turned towards us to bestow riches and 
happiness. 

3. May the celestial Soma exhilarate thee, Indra ; 
may that which is effused at terrestrial rites exhila¬ 
rate thee; may that exhilarate thee through the 
influence of which thou hast bestowed wealth ; 
may that exhilarate thee whereby thou scatterest 
foes. 

4. May Indra, who deserves the twofold adora¬ 
tion (of praise and prayer), who goes everywhere, 
the showerer of benefits, come to the offered sacri¬ 
ficial food with his two bay horses; 0 slayer of 
enemies, (exhilarated) at our sacrifice (by drinking) 
of the jSo»2ffi-juice effused upon the cow-hide and 
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poured (into the cups), rush like a bull upon the 
dispirited (foe). 1 

5. Brandishing thy sharp, shining weapons, 
pierce the solid bodies of the evil spirits. I give 
to thee who art fierce, foe-subduing strength; having 
assailed the enemies, cut them to pieces in the 
midst of their clamour. 

6. Stretch out for us, lord Indra, varied food, Yarga xxi. 
(stretch out) thy strength like strong bows against 

our enemies; mighty in our presence by thy vigour 
and irresistible, still augment thy form. 2 

7. Imperial Maghavan, to thee this oblation is 
offered; accept it, not displeased: for thee, 
Maghavan, the libation is effused, for thee (the 
cake is) toasted; eat it, Indra, and drink the 
libation poured (upon the altar). 

8. Eat, Indra, these oblations placed (upon the 
altar); accept the food, the toasted (cakes), and 
the Soma. Provided with sacrificial viands we 
delight thee; let the desires of the institutor of 
the rite he fulfilled. 

9. I direct my eulogy to Indra and Agni ; with 
sacred prayers I directed (my praise) like a vessel 
(launched) upon the ocean; like holy priests, the 
gods themselves reverence us, being the donors 
(to us) of wealth and the extirpators (of our foes). 


1 [So Sayana; properly “ shower always upon thy mallet the 
Soma juice effused,” etc.] 

! Or, augment the sacrifice. 
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Varga XXII. 


StfsTA V. (CXT1I.) 

Bounty, the gift of money, or of food, or the practice of hospi¬ 
tality, is the deity ; the Ruhi is Bhikshh, or the beggar, said 
to be the son of Ahgiras ; the metre ,of the first two verses 
is Jugate of the rest TrishfuM. 

1. The gods have not assigned hunger as (the 
cause of) death, for deaths approach the man who 
has eaten' the riches of one who gives do not 
diminish, he who gives not finds no consoler. 

2. He who, possessed of food, hardens his heart 
against the feeble man craving nourishment, against 
the sufferer coming to him (for help), and pursues 
(his own enjoyment even) before him, that man 
finds no consoler. 

3. He is liberal who gives to the suppliant de¬ 
siring food, wandering about distressed; to him 
there is an ample (recompense), and he contracts 
friendship with his adversaries. 

4. He is not a friend who gives not food to a 
friend, to an associate, to a companion; let him 
turn away from him, that is not a (fitting) dwelling; 
let him seek another more liberal lord. 

5. Let the very rich man satisfy his suitor, let 
him look forward to a more protracted route, 1 for 


1 According to the Scholiast the road of virtue. [Probably 
the meaning is “let him look further along the path of life, 
and he will see riches deserting the rich and going to others. 
Fortune is fickle.”] 
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riches revolve from one man to another, as the 
wheels of a chariot turn round. 

6. The inhospitable man acquires food in vain. Tmga xxin. 
I speak the truth—it verily is his death. He 
cherishes not Aktamax uor a friend; he who eats 

alone is nothing hut a sinner. 

7. The ploughshare furrowing (the field) provides 
food (for the ploughman); a man travelling along 
a road acquires (wealth for his master) by his 
movements; a Brahman expounding (the Yeda) is 
better than one not expounding it; (so) let the 
man who gives become a kinsman to the man who 
gives not. 1 

8. He who has hut one foot takes a longer time 
on a journey than he who has two; he who has 
two feet comes after him who has three; he who 
has four feet comes up overtaking the two-footed 
(and three-footed), beholding their traces as he 
passes by. 1 

9. The two hands are alike, but they do not 
perform the same work; two cows calving at the 
same time do not yield the same milk; two twins 
have not the same strength; two persons of the 
same family do not display equal liberality. 


1 [So Sayana. But, literally, “the loving kinsman will 
prevail over him who loves not.”] 

*■ The term “foot” here is explained by the Scholiast as 
being metaphorical, for portion or wealth. The man who has 
four times the riches of another should be four times as liberal. 




330 


RIG-YEDA SANHITl. 


StJKTA YI. (CXVIII.) 

The deity is Agxi Rakshoha ; the Jthki Ueukshaya, the son of 
AmahTjYA; the metre is Gayatri. 

Varga xxiv. 1. Agni, observer of purity, thou destroyest the 
devouring (gloom), shining amongst men in thine 
own dwelling. 

2. Thou springest * 1 up when piously invoked, 
thou delightesf 1 in the oblations when the ladles 
are brought near thee. 

3. Agni, who is to he glorified with the voice 
(of praise), blazes up when invoked, he is sprinkled 
with the ladle before (the other gods). 

4. Agni is anointed with butter, having a face 
of honey, invoked, radiant, irradiating all. 

5. Bearer of oblations, glorified by the wor¬ 
shippers, thou art kindled for the gods; as such 
do mortals invoke thee. 

Varga xxv, 6. Mortals, worship with ghl the immortal Agni, 

the indestructible, the master of the mansion. 

7. With thy indestructible flame, Agni, do thou 
consume the lidkshasas ; shine, the defender of the 
sacrifice. 

8. Do thou, Agnt, with thy brightness, consume 
the female friends, shining in thy outspread dwell¬ 
ings. 2 


1 [Sayana explains these verbs as imperatives.) 

1 \i.e, the Ahavanlya, etc. So Sayan a; hut probably “shining 

amongst the Urukshayas ” (the family of the Mishi of this 
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9. The masters of many mansions have, by their 
praises, kindled thee, Agni, the bearer of oblations, 
who art most adorable among human beings. 

StfKTA VII. (CXIX.) 

Indba is the deity, and under the form of Lava he i3 also the 
Rnhi ; the metre is Gdyatri. 

1. Thus, indeed, thus my mind (resolved): t( I Vargaxxvi. 
will give cows and horses (to my worshippers),” 

for I have often drunk of the Soma} 

2. Like the winds violently shaking (the trees), 
the draughts (of Soma) have lifted me up, for I 
have often drunk of the Soma. 

3. The draughts (of Soma) have lifted me up 
like swift horses (drawing) a chariot, for I have 
often drunk of the Soma. 

4. The praise (of the pious) has come to me 
like a lowing cow to her beloved calf, for I have 
often drunk of the Soma. 

5. I revolve the song of praise in my heart as 
a carpenter (making) a charioteer’s seat, for I have 
often drunk of the Soma. 

6. The five castes have not eluded the glance of 
my eye, for I have often drunk of the Soma. 


hymn) is the correct rendering. In the next verse Sayan a 
explains UTukshayah as “ occupying many mansions, i.s. the 
ynjamdnas.”) 

1 Kunit somasydpdm Hi is the burden of each verse. Sayana 
explains iti as ytt&mdt } and kuvit as iahui'df^m. 
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7. Both heaven and earth (are) not equal to one 
half of me, for I have often drunk of the Soma. 

8. I excel the sky in greatness, (I excel) this 
great earth; for I have often drunk of the Soma, 

9. Lo ! I will place this earth 1 (where I will), 
either here or there; for I have often drunk of the 
Soma. 

10. I will drive the scorching (sun) either here 
or there; for I have often drank of the Soma. 

11. One of my wings is in the sky; the other 
I dragged below; for I have often drank of the 
Soma. 

12. I am (the sun), the greatest of the great, 
raised to the firmament; for I have often drunk 
of the Soma. 

13. Receiving the offering I go, graced (by the 
worshippers), bearing the oblation to the gods; for 
I have often drank of the Soma. 


1 [Sayana’s explanation of prithuim is omitted as untrans- 
lateable, “concerning the earth” makes nonsense. Ludwig 
translates, “ Quickly will I drive this earth here or there.”] 
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ADHYA'YA VII. 

ANUVAKA X. Continued. 

StfxTi viii. (n x x.) 

The deity is Ixdra ; the Ruhi Brihaddiva, the son of Atbar- 
vasta ; the metre is Tn'shtubh. 

]. That was the ehiefest in all worlds, from Varga 
whence the fierce one, the rich in radiance, was 
born; as soon as born, ho destroys the foes, he in 
whom all living beings delight, 1 

2. "Waxing in strength, the very powerful, de¬ 
structive (Indea), implants fear in the Dam ; both 
the inanimate and the animate (world) is purified by 
him. Nourished in thy exhilaration (all creatures) 
are assembled. 2 

3. To thee all (worshippers) offer adoration, 
whether those propitiators be two or three. Com¬ 
bine that which is sweeter than the sweet with 
sweetness, unite that honey with honey. 3 


1 Sama Veda, II. 6. a. 17. 1. The “That” is Brahma, the 
first cause, according to Sajana, and Hahidharaj Yaj, XXXIII. 

20. Yaska XIV, 24 perhaps intends the same by adit yam the 
sun (in the neuter)—the first light. Say ana explains iimah by 
prdninah. Mahidhara gives “all the protecting deities,” 

3 Sama Veda, II, 6, 3. 17, 2. 

3 Sama Veda, II. 6, 3. 17, 3. The "two ” or “ three” refers 
to the yqjamuna and his wife and child. There is, according 
to Sayana, a reference in the second half of the verse to the 
procreation of children. 
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Varga II, 


4. Verily the pious praise tliee, (Ixdra), the 
obter of wealth in thy repeated exhilaration; 
spread out for us, resolute Ixdra, great and durable 
(affluence); may the malignant Yatudhanas never 
harm thee, 

5. Through thee we destroy (our foes) in battles, 
beholding the numerous (hosts) which we have to 
fight; I urge thy weapons with words (of praise), 
I prepare thy viands with a sacred verse. 

6. I praise (Ixdra) who is worthy of praise, 
multiform, vast, supreme, most accessible of the 
accessible: 1 2 he assails with might the seven 
Ddnavas, he overpowers many opposing hosts. 

7. Thou depositest the lesser and the greater 
wealth in the mansion in which thou art satisfied 
with food; thou fixest the two wandering mothers, 3 
thou aecomplishest many works. 

8. Brihaddiva, the chief (of llisMs), the servant 
of the sun, repeats these prayers to gratify Ikdra. 
(Ixdea) rules over the great self-ruling herd of 
cattle, and he opened all his doors. 

9. Thus the great Brihaddiva, son of Atharvax, 
repeated his diffused (praise) to Ixdra. The un¬ 
sullied sister (streams) abiding in the mother (earth), 
go to Ixdra, and augment him with strength. 


1 Or "most worthy of the worthy.” Sayana merely gives 
dptavya as the explanation of dptya. 

2 i.e. heaven and earth. 
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SIjkta IX. (CXXI.) 

The deity is PeajIpati under his appellation Ka ; the Iiishi 
is Hi raxyagakbha , the son of PbajApati ; the metre is 
Trishtubh. 

1. Hihan yagabbha 1 was present at the beginning; 
when born, he was the sole lord of created beingsj 
he upheld this earth and heaven,—let us offer 
worship with an oblation to the divine Ka. 3 

2. (To him) who is the giver of soul, 3 the giver 
of strength, whose commands all (beings), even the 
gods obey, whose shadow is immortality, whose 
(shadow) is death,—let us offer worship with an 
oblation to the divine Ka. 


1 The golden, embryo, or he who had the golden germ, m. he 
who was in the golden mundane egg as an embryo, Brahma the 
creator. See Nirukta, X, 23, and the Yajur Yeda, XIII. 4, 

2 This is the burden of every verse except the last. Kmmai 
might he taken as the dative of the interrogative pronoun, “To 
what deity may we sacrifice?” But the commentators prefer 
considering it as a proper name, with which, in the succeeding 
verses (where positive properties are specified), the construction 
better agrees. According to Say ana the name originated in a 
dialogue between Indm and PrajdpaU, The latter asked the 
former, “Having given thee my might, then who am I?” to 
which Indr a replied, “If thou askest l 2 wliQ (&*) am I? 3 that he 
thou” (i.e, be thou ha). The oblation to be offered is the 
marrow of a victim dedicated to Prajdpait t or it may be the 
ordinary oblation of cake and ghi % the Puroddsa. 

z As all spirit proceeds from him. Mahidhara explains dtmada 
as “giver of himself,” i.e* combining with his own spiritual 
being that of his worshippers. Yajur Veda, XXY. 13. 


Varga IIL 
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3. (To liim) who, by his greatness, has verily 
become the sole king of the breathing and seeing 
world, who rules over this aggregate of two-footed 
and four-footed beings,—let us offer worship with 

an oblation to the divine Ka. 

4. Through whose greatness these snow-clad 
(mountains exist), whose property men call the 
ocean with the rivers, whose are these quarters of 
space, whose are the two arms, * 1 let us offer worship 
with an oblation to the divine Ka. 

5. By whom the sky was made profound and the 
earth solid, by whom heaven and the solar sphere 
were fixed, who was the measure of the water m 
the firmament,—let us offer worship with an obla¬ 
tion to the divine Ka. 

6. Whom heaven and earth established by his 
protection, 2 and, shining brightly, regarded with 
their mind, in whom the risen sun shines foith, 
let us offer worship with an oblation to the divine 
Ka. 

7. When the vast waters overspread the universe 
containing the germ 3 and giving birth to Agm, 


* Mahfdhara (Yajush, XXV. 12) supposes an ellipse, and 
supplies jagadrakshanm, “whose two arms are the protectors 
of the world*” 

1 According to Mahfdhara “ maintaining living beings by 

sacrificial food,” i.e. generating rain, Yajur Veda, XXVI. 7. 

* i.e, the germ of the world, Brahma. The birth of ]Iaany& 
garbhtiy or Brcthftid, in and from the mundane eggj desenb 
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then was produced the one breath of the gods,— 
let us offer worship with an oblation to the divine 
Ka. 

8. He who by his might beheld the waters all 
around containing the creative power * 1 and giving 
birth to sacrifice, he who among the gods was the 
one supreme god,—let us offer worship with an 
oblation to the divine Ka. 

9. May he do us no harm who is the parent of 
the earth, or who the unerring support (of the 
world) begat the heaven, and who generated the 
vast and delightful waters, 2 —let us offer worship 
with an oblation to the divine Iaa. 

10. Ko other than thou, Peajapati, hast given 
existence to all these beings; may that object of 
our desires for which we sacrifice to thee be ours, 
may we be the possessors of riches. 3 


in ]Uanu, is here alluded to. Sayana takes yat and iatah as 
“ from that (cause) from which.’’ Xajur Veda, XXVII. 25. 

1 The commentators consider daksha here as synonymous with 
Prayupati. Yajur Vida, XXVII. 26. 

* The Yajush (XII. 102) has prathamah instead of Irihatih, 
“ who first begat the delightful (ahlddikali) waters.” Mabidhara 
says “waters” here means “men,” and quotes from the Sruti 
“ manushya vd dpaschandrdhP 

3 This verse occurs Yajur Veda, X. 20, and Airukta, X. 43. 
All the verses of this hymn are in the Yajush, but curiously 
scattered according to their repetition at different portions of 
the ceremonial. 


VOL. VI. 
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Varga Y, 


StfKTA X- (CXXIL) 

The deity is Agkt ; the RisM Chitkamahas, the son of 

Tasisiitha ; the metre of the first and fifth verses is Trkh- 

tulhj of the rest JagatL 

1. I glorify him who is of wonderful radiance 
like the sun, the desirable, the giver of happiness, 
the guest (of man), the benevolent. He bestows 
vigour (upon the worshippers); Agnt, the remover 
of sorrow, the sustainer of all, the invoker (of the 
gods), the lord of the mansion. 

2. Accept, Agni, being well pleased, my praise; 
author of great deeds, (thou art) cognizant of all 
objects of knowledge; anointed with butter, stimu¬ 
late the movements of the Brahmana ; the gods 
produce (rewards) after thy worship. 

3. Traversing the seven regions (of the universe), 
immortal Agnt, bestow wealth, giving liberally 1 
to the pious liberal giver. Gratify with easily 
obtainable riches, together with fair offspring, him 
who feeds thee with fuel. 

4. The seven (priests) bearing oblations worship 
Agni, the emblem of sacrifice, the first of the 
gods, the family priest, the possessor of food, the 
hearer (of our prayers), the anointed with butter, 
the sbedder of moisture, propitiating the worshipper 


1 [Say ana appears to take ddmt as a finite verb, under standing 
yah (t to the pious worshipper who gives/’ etc.] 
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who propitiates him, divine, endowed with excellent 
might. 

5. Thou art the chief and most excellent mes¬ 
senger; do thou, invoked hy us to partake of the 
ambrosia, become exhilarated; the Maruts decorated 
thee in the dwelling of the donor of the oblation: 
the Bhrigus have glorified thee with hymns. 

6. Milking the easily milked cow (of sacrifice) Varga 
of her all-sustaining food, for the benefit of the 
pious institutor of the rite, 0 Agni, doer of good 
deeds, anointed with butter, illumining the three 
regions, presiding (over the hall of sacrifice), going 
round the sacrifice, thou accomplishest each holy 

rite. 

7. Men worshipped thee, Agni, at the opening 
of the present dawn, appointing thee their mes¬ 
senger to the gods; the gods have magnified thee 
for their adoration, sprinkling butter upon thee at 
the sacrifice. 

8. The pious Vasishthas invoked thee, Agni, at 
the sacrificial meetings, praising thee, the mighty 
one; continue the sustenance of riches amongst 
the institutors of the rite, and do you (gods) ever 
cherish us with blessings. 
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StJKTA XI. (CXXIIL) 

The deity is Yena; 1 the Rishi is also named Yen a, the son of 
Eirnior ; the metre is Trhhtubk. 

Var^a vil 1. This Vena, enfolded in the mem tnrane of light, 
urges on (the waters) the germs of the Sun in the 
firmament of the water; 1 2 the sages cherish him 
at the confluence of the waters, and the Sun with 
endearments like a child. 

% The cloud-horn Vena sends the water from 
the firmament; the back of the azure (sky) is 
beheld. He shone on the summit of the water 3 
in heaven; the troops praised their common abode, 
3, The many waters occupy a common station, 
clamouring around like the assembled mothers of 
the calf; 4 wandering above the summit of the 


1 Vena is explained as the Sun in I. 83. 5. In the Dictionary 
it is rendered Brahma . The Scholiasts interpret it hdnia " the 
belovedand in one copy madhyauthanadevata , "the divinity of 
the middle region, Indva or Parjanya. }> Mahidhara (Yajur Veda, 
YIL 16) renders it ckandm "the moon.” The general purport 
of the Sukta makes it equivalent to the thunder-cloud. 

s Mahidhara, a at the coming of the rain, at the end of the 
hot weather.” In the second line “him” refers to Vena f but 
according to Mahidhara’S interpretation, it means the Soma, 

3 The commentary is here deficient, but the interpretation in 
the text is based on the comment of the next verse. 

4 Dark allusions are here apparently intended to the agency 
of the thunder-clouds in sending rain, ** the calf ” (vatsd) 
meaning, according to the Scholiast, vaidyutagni, Agni as the 
lightning. 
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water they utter the praises of the sweet-flavoured 
ambrosia. 

4. The pious, knowing his form, praised him, for 
they followed the cry of the great deer; 1 approach¬ 
ing him with sacrifice, they reached the flowing 
(water), for the sustainer of the waters 2 knows the 
ambrosial (fluids). 

5. The Apsaras , smiling affectionately like a wife 
at her lover, cherishes him in the highest heaven: 
she wanders in the abodes of her beloved; he, 

Vena., being loved, sits down on his golden wing. 

6. Those desiring thee in their hearts contem- Varga viii. 
plated thee travelling as a strong-winged bird in 

the sky, the golden-winged messenger of V arena, 
the bird which nourishes (the world) in Yaha’s 
dwelling. 

7. The Gandhaeva stood erect upon the firma¬ 
ment, brandishing towards us his wonderful weapons, 
investing (all) in his beautiful diffusive (form), to 
make them visible, like the sun he generated the 
precious (rains). 

8. When (Vena as) the drop of rain approaches 
the firmament, contemplating (all things) with the 
eye of the hawk 3 in the supporting (firmament), 


1 i.e. Vena, whose cry is the thunder. 

2 The text has Gan&harva. 

3 According to Sayana griihraiya here means “ the sun 
desiring the fluids,” 
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Varga 15 . 


then the sun, shining with brilliant radiance, makes 
the precious (showers) in the third sphere. 1 

StkiA XII. (CXXIV.) 

Agni is the deity and Rishi of verses 2 to 4, and is also the 
deity of verso 1; Ikdea is the deity of verse 9; the other 
verses are irregular as to deity ; Agni, Vardna, and Soma are 
the RisMs of verse 1 and verses 5 to 9 • the metre of the 7th 
verse is Jagati, of the rest Trisk^ubh. 

1. Come, Ansi, to this our sacrifice, which has 
five oblations, 2 three-fold, spread out by seven 
(priests); be the bearer of our oblations, be our 
preceder, thou hast long been sleeping in profound 
darkness. 

2. (Agni speaks :) From being no divinity I 
issue a divinity from the cave at the solicitation (of 
the gods), and being manifest I attain immortality; 
when being inauspicious 3 4 I abandon the sacrifice as 
it becomes auspicious, through my (old) friendship 
I come to the binding i touch-wood. 


1 Sama Veda, II. 9. 2. 13. 3. 

* Or, “regulated by five,” i.e. by the yujamana and the four 
chief priests, the Ilotri , the Udgdtri , the Adhwaryu, and the 
Brahman. 

3 \i,e. according to Sayana, * f not being beautiful* not being 
radiant. 5 *] 

4 [Sayana derives ndbhim from mh f u nahana-s'ddm bandkana- 

fj lam” but does not explain further. Ludwig and Grassmann 
translate aramm ndbhim “fremde sippe ” (a family of strangers) ] 
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3. Beholding the guest of another family, 1 * I have 
created the manifold abodes of sacrifice; I repeat 
praises, (wishing) good Inch to the paternal foe- 
destroying (race of deities), I pass from a place 
unfit for sacrifice to a place where sacrifice can he 
offered. 

4. I spent many years within this (altar) ; pre¬ 
ferring Indea, I abandon the progenitor; 2 Agni, 

Soma, Vaeuna, fall (from their power); returning, 

I protect that kingdom which awaits me. 

5. These Asuras were deprived of their magical 
power; if thou, Vaeuna, desirest me, (then), 0 
king, separating truth from falsehood, come and 
enjoy sovereignty over my realm. 

6. [Agni or Vaeuna speaks:] This, 0 Soma, Varga 
is heaven; this verily was beautiful, this (was) the 
light, the broad firmament; let us two slay Veitra j 
come forth J we worship with an oblation thee who 

art thyself the oblation. 3 

7. The sage (Mitea) by his wisdom fixed his 


1 Sayuna explains vayayah as gantavydyuh, and explains thus 
“ beholding, i.e. knowing, i.e. following the coarse of, the guest, 
i.e. the Sun, who is connected with a different region to be 
traversed (dr. the sky) than that which is tny abode, viz. the 
earth” (tatah in the commentary seems to be used instead of 
the feminine ablative). 

- i.e. the touchwood. 

* Soma means the moon, as well as the Soww-juice; this is 
a play on the word Soma. 
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body in the sky; Yaruna with but a slight effort 
let loose the waters, conferring happiness, like 
wives, the pure rivers assume his (white) tint. 

8. They sustain his most excellent energy, he 
approaches them delighting him with (sacrificial) 
food; like subjects choosing a king, they, smitten 
with fear, fled from Yritra. 

0. The sages ealled the sun the ally of those 
who are affrighted, abiding in the friendship of the 
waters of heaven; the wise have honoured with 
their praise Indra, who ceaselessly moves after the 
AnusMubh} 

SUeta XIII. (CXXY.) 

The deity may be considered either as VAcn, personified Speech, 
said to bo the daughter of the RisJd Alumni na, or as 
Pa hast Atm A ; 2 Vlcn is the IlisM ; the metro of the second 
verse is Jagati, of the rest Trishtubh. 

Varga xi. 1. I proceed with the Rude as, with the Yasus, 

with the Adityas, and with the Yiswadevas; I 
support both Mitra and Yaruna, Agni and Indra, 
and the two Aswisrs. 

2. I support the foe-destroying Soma, Twashtri, 
Pushan and Bhaga ; I bestow wealth upon the 
institutor of the rite offering the oblation, deserviug 
of carefnl protection, pouring forth the libation. 


1 Or the ceaselessly moving Indra, who is worthy to be praised 
with an Anmhfubh. Or anushtulham may mean simply one who 
is deserving of praise (anushtolhamyam). 

‘ The word, or first of creatures, is throughout identified. 
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3. I am the sovereign queen, the collectress of 
treasures, cognizant (of the Supreme Being), the 
chief of objects of worship; as such the gods have 
put me in many places, abiding in manifold condi¬ 
tions, entering into numerous (forms). 

4. He who eats food (eats) through me ; he who 
sees, who breathes, who hears what is spoken, does 
so through me; those who are ignorant of me 
perish ; hear thou who hast hearing, I tell thee 
that which is deserving of belief. 

5. I verily of myself declare this which is ap¬ 
proved of by both gods and men; whomsoever I 
will, I render formidable, I make him a Brahman, 1 
a Mishi , or a sage. 

6. I bend the bow of Eudra, to slay the de- Vwga 
structive enemy of the Brahmans , I wage war with 
(hostile) men, I pervade heaven and earth. 

7. I bring forth the paternal (heaven) upon the 
brow of this (Supreme Being), my birthplace is in 
the midst of the waters; from thence I spread 
through all beings, and touch this heaven with my 
body. 

8. I breathe forth like the wind, giving form to 
all created w'orlds; beyond the heaven, beyond this 
earth (am I), so vast am I in greatness. 


1 Sayana “Brahma, the creator.” 
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StJsTA XIY. (CXXVL) 

The deities are the YiswadBVas ; the liishi is K c lh al a it a unisn a, 
the son of SllIjsua or Amuomccu, the son of YAmadeva ; the 
metre of the eighth verse is Trishfuih, of the rest Upuruh- 
(ddbrihati. 

Varga xiii. 1. Neither sin nor sorrow, 0 gods, affect the 
man whom Aryaman, Mura, and Yaruna, being 
alike pleased by him, conduct beyond (the reach of) 
his enemies. 

2. We implore that (protection) of yours, Yaruna, 
Mitra, and Aryaman, whereby you preserve a man 
from sin, and lead him beyond (the reach of) his 
enemies. 

3. May this Yaruna and Mitra and Aryayan 
he our protection, may they lead us to the spot to 
which we should he led, and make us cross over 
to the spot to which we should cross over beyond 
(the reach of) our enemies. 

4. You, Yaruna, Mitra, Aryaman, protect the 
universe; may wo abide in your blessed felicity, 
0 excellent leaders, beyond (the reach of) our 
enemies. 

5. May the Adityas, Yaruna, Mitra, Aryayan, 
(lead us) beyond (the reach of) the malignant; let 
us invoke the fierce Budra with the Maruts, and 
Indra and Agni for our welfare, (that they may 
place us) beyond (the reach of) our enemies. 

6. May the leaders Yaruna, Mitra, Aryayan, 
(lead) ns apart (from wickedness), may the kings 
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of men lead us beyond all calamities, beyond (the 
reach of) our enemies. 

7. May Varuxa, Mitra, Aryajtan (bestow) upon 
us felicity for our protection ; may the Ahityas 
grant us that abundant happiness which we solicit, 
(and lead us) beyond (the reach of) our enemies. 

8. As you, adorable Vasus, set free the cow 
fastened by her foot, even so remove sin away from 
us, and prolong, Agni, our protracted life. 


SthiTA XV. (CXXVII.)' 

The deity is the personified Night; the J^uhi is Kusika, the son 
of Soehari or Rate! (Night), the daughter of BhaiiadwIja j 
the metre is GdyatrL 

1. The divine Night approaching looked upon Varga XI v. 
many places with her eyes, she has assumed all 
beauties. 

2. The immortal goddess has filled the expanded 
(firmament), the low places and the high places, 1 2 
she fights the darkness with lustre. 

3. The advancing goddess prepared (the way for) 
her sister Dawn, and then the darkness departs. 

4. May she be favourable to us to-day upon 


1 This sukta is to be recited at the sacrifice offered in the 
early morning by one who has had unpleasant dreams during 
the night. 

2 The Scholiast understands the words “low” and “high” 
as referring to plants; the Night, first of all fills things with 
darkness and then lights up the darkness with the stars, etc. 
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whose approach we re-enter (our dwellings), as 
birds (re-enter) their nest upon the tree. 

5. Men have re-entered (their dwellings), and 
beasts and birds and the swift hawks. 

6. Keep off, 0 URMTit, the she-wolf, keep off the 
wolf and the robber, and be safely passed by us. 

7. The all-embracing black diffused darkness has 
approached me, discharge it, TJshas, as if it were 
a debt 

8. I have brought (these verses) before thee like 
milch lane; accept, 0 Night, daughter of the sky, 
(my oblation) as the eulogy of one about to conquer. 

Sukta XVI. (CXXVIII.) 

The deities are the Yiswabevas; the RnM h Yhiavya, the bo n 

of Angiras ; the metre of the last verse is Jugatz, of the rest 

j Trisktubh. 

Varga xv. 1. May glory, Acwr, be mine in battle, may we, 
kindling thee, cherish thy person, may the (in¬ 
habitants of the) four quarters bow down before 
me, may we with thee for our leader overcome 
(hostile) armies. 

2. May all the gods be on my side in battle, the 
Haruts with Indra, Vishnu and Agni ; may the 
expanded firmament be mine, may the wind blow 
(propitiously) to this my desire. 

3. May the gods bestow wealth upon me, may 
(their) blessing be upon me, may the sacrifice in 
which the gods are invoked be (beneficial) to me, 
may my invokers of the gods be the first to pro- 
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pitiate them ; may we he unharmed in body and 
blessed with male offspring. 

4. May (my priests) offer for me whatever obla¬ 
tions of mine (there may be) ; may the purpose of 
my mind be sincere; may I not fall into any kind 
of sin ; universal gods, bless us. 

5. Ye six 1 mighty goddesses, bestow upon us 
ample (wealth); universal gods, display prowess 
here ; let us not be bereft of our offspring, or be 
harmed in our bodies, may we not become subject 
to our enemy, royal Soma. 

6. Agni, who art an invincible protector, do thou Varga xvi. 
defend us, baffling the wrath of our enemies; let 

them return grumbling to their homes, may the 
intelligence of those watchful (foes) be at once 
destroyed. 

7. The creator of creators, he who is the protector 
of the universe, (him 2 3 1 praise), the divine defender, 
the destroyer of enemies; may the two As wins, 
Brihaspati, and the gods, protect this sacrifice, and 
save the sacrificer from disappointment. 

8. May the omnipresent (Indra), the mighty 
one, who is invoked by many, and lauded by man}', 
bestow a blessing on this our sacrifice ; be gracious 
to our offspring, Indra, lord of bay horses; harm 
us not, desert us not. 


1 Heaven, earth, day, night, water and plants, according to 

the Scholiast. 

3 i.e. Indra ot Smitfi* 
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Varga XYIL 


9. May those who are our foes be driven off; 
may wo through Indra and Agni destroy them ; 
may the Vasus, the Budras, and the Adityas make 
me the high-reaching, fierce, intelligent, supreme 
ruler. 1 


ANUVAKA XI. 

ADIIYAYA YII. Continued. 

StjKTA I. (CXXIX.) 

The deity is ParamItmI, the author of the creation, preservation 
and dissolution of the various entities {bhdvm) i these being 
the subjects treated of in the hymn; the }}uhi is PahamAtmI, 
under Ms appellation Paka 3iEsn xhiit„ 

I. The non-existent 2 was not 3 the existent was 
not; then, the world was not, nor the firmament, 


1 See Yajur Veda, XXXIY. 46. 

3 To render this phraseology intelligible we must restrict the 
meanings of sat and mat (“ens” and “mra-ens”) to visible 
and invisible existenco } or in Hindu cosmology to matter and 
spirit {prcthriU and purusha) f which in the Yaidik system would 
not, as in the Sanhliya^ have a distinct existence, hut would he 
blended and lost in the one invisible, immaterial, incompre¬ 
hensible First Cause, or Brahma^ in the intervals of creation. 
The language used in describing this is usually somewhat vague, 
but the notion is evidently that the First Cause was in the 
beginning undeveloped in its effects, and existed before either 
inactive matter or active spirit, considered as distinct; it is not 
intended to ho said that no cause or origin, no Author of the 
universe, existed before creation, but that nothing else existed, 
neither matter nor spirit, and consequently that Ho created 
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nor that which is above (the firmament). Hotv 
could there be any investing envelope, * 1 and where ? 
Of what (could there be) felicity? 2 How (could 
there be) the deep unfathomable water ? 3 

2. Death was not nor at that period immortality, 
there was no indication of day or night; That One 
unbreathed upon breathed of his own strength, 4 
other than That there was nothing else whatever. 

3. There was darkness covered by darkness in 
the beginning, all this (world) was undistinguish¬ 
able water; that empty united (world) which was 
covered by a mere nothing, was produced through 
the power of austerity. 5 & 


both: see the Vishnu Purdna, p* 12, where a similar passage 
is cited from the Veda, and this passage also is quoted by tbo 
commentator {Ibid, note 16): though it is not perhaps quite 
accurately explained, 

1 The Scholiast refers to the Purdnm for an explanation, and 
accordingly see Vishnu Pur Ana , p. 16, and note 25, Each 
element as created or developed is invested by its rudiment* 

2 i.e m of whom or of what liriug being could enjoyment, or 
fruition, whether of pain or pleasure, be predicated, there being 
no life ? 

3 Say ana explains away another text, xd&ni sahlutn d&it 

11 this in the beginning was water,” by saying that that referred 
to another period* 

1 Sayan a takes swadhd as meaning May a or Prakrtii (Illusion 
or Nature), the source of the world of phenomena. He under¬ 
stands saha “breathed along with Haya.” 

& Tapm is said to mean not penance, but the contemplation 
of the things which were to be created* 
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4. In the beginning there was desire, 1 which was 
the first seed of mind; sages haying meditated in 
their hearts have discovered by their wisdom the 
connexion of the existent with the non-existent. 

5. Their ray 2 was stretched out, whether across, 
or below, or above ; 3 (some) were shedders of seed, 
(others) were mighty j food was inferior, the eater 
was superior. 


1 i.e. in the mind of the Supreme Being. 

* [This, according to Sayana, refers to the suddenness of 
creation, which was developed in the twinkling of an eye, like 
the flash of the sun’s ray. It was so quick, he continues, that 
it was doubtful whether the things in the central space (under¬ 
stood hy the word “ across”) were created first, or those above 
or those below; in other words, creation took place simultane¬ 
ously in all three portions of the universe. Say ana tries to 
reconcile this with the received notion of creation in a seiies 
(viss, that from dtnia came the dkdsa^ and from the akasa the 
wind, from the wind fire, etc.), by saying that this was the 
order in which things were created, but the development of 
the world was like a flash of lightning, so that the series could 
not he distin guished.J 

3 The word tiraseMnah, u across, n perhaps refers to the 
UrahsrotaSy “that in which the stream of life is horizontal, 
i.e. the animal world. The epithets in the second line of the 
verse are unusual and obscure; according to Sayana, the meaning 
is that among the created objects some were living creatures, 
others were great, as the sky, etc., the former being the enjoyers 
( hhoUdrah ), the latter the things to be enjoyed (bkofydh), so the 
creation was distinguished as the food and the feedez. The 
verse occurs Yajush, XXXIII. 74, where Mahidhara gives it 
several different interpretations, none more intelligible than 
those of Sayana, 
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6. Who really knows? who in this world may 
declare it ? whence was this creation, whence was 
it engendered ? 1 The gods (were) subsequent to 
the (world’s) creation; so who knows whence it 
arose ? 

7. He from whom this creation arose, he may 
uphold it, or he may not (no one else can); he who 
is its superintendent in the highest heaven, he 
assuredly knows, or if he knows not (no one else 
does). 2 



kwwstle' 


StfKTA II. (CXXX.) 

The subject of the hymn is creation, therefore PbajAfati is the 
deity ♦ the RnJd is Yajna, the son of PrajIpati, the metre of 
the first verse is Jagaii^ of the rest Trwhtulk* 

1. The sacrifice which is extended on every side Varga xviii. 
by the threads (of created things) spread out by 
the worship of the gods for a hundred and one 
(years), these our progenitors, who have preceded 
us, weave it, weaving forwards, weaving backwards, 3 
they worship {Prajapaii) when (the world) is woven. 


1 i*e. from what material cause, and from what creative cause, 
did it arise ? 

2 Say ana’s commentary on this sukta is very elaborate, but 
it is evidently influenced by the Vedantism of a later period. 
Although, no doubt, of high antiquity, the hymn appears to 
he less of a primary than of secondary origin, being in fact 
a controversial composition levelled especially against the 
SdnJxhya theory, 

3 By combining the superior and inferior weaving, that is, 

2 A 


VOL, VI. 
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2. The first man spreads out this (web), the first 
man rolls it up, he spreads it above in this heaven ; 
these his rays have sat down on the seat (of sacri¬ 
fice), they have made the prayers serve as shuttles 
for weaving. 

3. What was the authority (of the sacrifice), 
what was the limitation, what was the first cause, 
what was the clarified butter, what was the enclo¬ 
sure, what was the metre, what was the pra-uga 
text, when the universal gods offered worship to 
the gods ? * 1 

4. GlYATRf became the associate of Agni, Sa- 
vitri became combined with Ushnik, Soma radiant 
with sacred praises (was united) with Antjshttjbh, 
BiiiHATf gave efficacy to the words of Beihaspatt. 

5. Yiraj was the glory of Mint a and Yaeuna ; 
Teishttjbh was Indra’s portion of the midday 
(oblation) at this (sacrifice), JAGATf entered into the 
Yis wadey as ; by this (sacrifice) Mishis and men 
were created. 2 


the intellectual and unintellectual, the enjoyer and the enjoyable, 
animate and inanimate existence. [Sayana’s interpretation 
omits the Hi ; the translation should be, “ Saying, ‘ weave 
forwards, weave backwards.’ ” Sayan a explains pitarah as the 
protectors, i.e, the gods.] 

1 When the Sadhyas, assembled as agents of creation, offered 
sacrifice to Prajdpati, it was then a matter of question how 
this Yajna should be prepared. 

* Yerses 4 and 5 answer the question what was the metre ? 
Two of the other questions—those relating to the butter {ajy a ) 
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6. When this ancient sacrifice was accomplished, 
by it ILishis, men, and our progenitors were created; 
beholding them with the eye of the mind, I glorify 
those who of old celebrated this sacrifice. 

7. Associated with praises, accompanied by 
metres invested, having authority, the seven divine 
ILishis,' bold, and observing the path of their pre¬ 
decessors like charioteers, took up the reins. 

ski m. (cxsxi.) 

The deities of the 4th and 5th verses are the Aswixs, of the 
rest Indea ; the Riski is ScKnm, son of KakshIvat ; the 
metre of the 4th verse is AnusJitubh, of the rest Trithfubh. 

1. Victorious Indra, drive off all our foes, those Varga six. 
who dwell in the east, and those who dwell in the 

west, (drive) off, 0 hero, those who dwell in the 
north, and those who dwell in the south, that we 
may rejoice in thy exceeding felicity. 

2. As the growers of barley * 1 2 3 often cut the barley, 


and the enclosnre {paridhi )—have been answered, Sayana says, 
in the JPurusha-Suita, X. 90 (sec above, p. 249). Further 
illustration of this metaphorical mysticism is afforded by the 
Taittiriya Erahmana, III. 12. 9, to which Sayana refers. 

1 The RisMt are Mariehi and the rest, or else the seven 
officiating priests; their predecessors are Angirat and the elder 

Riihis, or else the gods employed in the creation. 

3 Sayana says “ grain ” is meant, the specific being put for 
the generic. Cf. Yajur Veda, X. 32. The literal import of 
the words anupurvam viykya indicates a knowledge of a suc¬ 
cession of crops, an important advance in agriculture. [This 
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separating it in due order, so do thou, (0 Indra), 
bestow here and there nourishment upon those who 
have not neglected the performance of the sacrifice. 

3. The cart has not arrived in due season, nor 
does he acquire fame in battles ; (let us), the 
sages, desiring cattle, desiring horses, desiring food, 
(solicit) Indra, the showerer, for his friendship. 

4. You, 0 Aswins, lords of light, having drunk 
the grateful (libation), jointly preserved Indra in 
battle against the Astjra Namtjchi . * 1 

5. Both the Aswins defended (thee), Indra, like 
two fathers (defending) a son with glorious ex¬ 
ploits; when (triumphing) through the deeds of 
valour, thou drankest the grateful libation, Saras- 
wat! approached thee, 0 Maghavat. 2 

6. May Indra, the protector, the possessor of 
great wealth, the all-knowing, be favourable (to 
us) with his protections; may he confound our 
enemies, may he make us free from fear, may we 
be the parents of excellent male offspring. 

7. May we be ever in (the enjoyment of) the 
favour of that adorable divinity (retained) in his 


is extremely doubtful; the reference is more probably to the 
separate ears of barley which are cut one after the other. The 
application of the figure is that the god should pick out his 
diligent worshippers one after the other, and bestow blessings 
on them in succession.] 

1 Cf. Tajur Veda, X. 33. 

1 Cf. Tajur Veda, X. 34. 
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favourable thoughts, and may the protecting and 
opulent Ixdra drive away far off from us those who 
hate us. 


Sukta IV. (CXXXII.) 

The deities of the first verse are the objects referred to therein, 
viz. the heaven, the earth, and the Aswnra, the deities of the 
other verses are Mitea and Yartjha ; the Mkhi is Sakaputa, 
the son of Neimedha; the metre is unusual, that of the first 
verse is IFyankmwrii&y of the second and sixth verses 
Prast&rapdftkiii of the seventh verse Mahdsatohfih&ti f of the 
rest Virddrupd. 

3. The Heaven liberal of treasure (prospers) the Varga xx. 
sacrifieer, the Earth (prospers) the sacrifice! because 
of the ornament, the divine Aswins prospered the 
sacrifice!’ with blessings. 

2. Mitra and Yaruna, who sustain the earth, 
we worship you, the givers of felicity, for the sake 
of attaining our desires : may we, through your 
favour for the performer (of the sacrifice), overcome 
the Rakshasas. 

3. May we, when we present to you (oblations), 
quickly alight upon desirable wealth, and the 
generous man who fosters his wealth, may his 
riches not depart from him. 

4. (Mitra), seatterer of darkness, the Heaven 
gave birth to thee the other; 1 thou, Yaruna, art 


1 [So Sayana, taking anyah as an yam, meaning “ other than 
Varuna."] 
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sovereign over all. Tlie head of (your) chariot 1 
desired (this sacrifice) ’ opposing the destroyer, (the 
rite) is not (vitiated) by the smallest defect. 

5. This iniquity (found) in this Sakaftjta, when 
Mitra is propitious, destroys opposing heroes, when 
the approaching (MisM) places food in the dear 
adorable bodies of the protector (Mitra). 2 

6. 0 (Mitra and Varuna), endowed with various 
wisdom, your mother Aditi, the earth, (is) for the 
purification (of all things) by its libations, as the 
heaven (purifies by its rain) ; you display before 
us precious (treasures), and wash us with the sun’s 
rays. 

7. For you, brilliant through your functions, 
have sat down ; now mount, (each of you, his) 
chariot, which rests on the yoke, which abides 
in the forests, 3 * (to overcome) those (people) who 
clamour against us; Nrimedha was preserved (by 
you) from sin, the pious worshipper was preserved 
from sin. 


1 Or the head of the sacrifice, Le. Soma, 

2 [This is one of the explanations which Sayana gives ? taking 
the first mah as a genitive singnlar, equal to avitiih, “ the 
protecting , 55 is. Mitra or Varum , and the second mah as 
meaning food. In his alternative explanation this line is taken 
as meaning, “ When the approaching Mitra (or Varuna) gives 
protection to the sacrificial rites and bodies of the worshipper 
who delights him with oblations. 55 ] 

3 [Or, “in the water / 5 Varuna being said to reside in the 

ocean,] 
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SteA Y. (CXXXIII.) 

Tlie deity is Indha. ; the Rishi is SudAs, the son of Pm yah a ; 

the metre of the first three verses is Sakwari, of the second 

three verses Mahapankti, that of the seventh Trithfvbh. 

1. Adore fervently the might of that Indra Varga xxi. 
which goes before his chariot; he who makes Toom 

for ns in the hand to hand conflict, who slays the 
Vritra in the hostile army in battles, he who is our 
stimulator, may he know (the adoration paid by us); 
may the bowstrings on the bows of our enemies be 
destroyed. 1 

2. Thou hast sent the rivers away downwards, 
thou hast slain Ahi ; thou art born, Indra, without 
an enemy, thou grantest all that is desirable, as 
such we embrace thee, may the bowstrings on the 
bows of onr enemies be destroyed. 

3. May all our assailants, who make no offerings, 
quickly perish, may our praises (be successful); 
thou, Indra, hurlest the weapon at the foe who 
seeks to slay us, may that liberal (hand) of thine 
he the giver of wealth (to us); may the bowstrings 
on the bows of our enemies he destroyed. 

4. The man who, like a wolf, prowls around us, 

0 Indra, cast him beneath our feet, for thou art 
the resister, the overcomer (of foes); may the bow¬ 
strings on the hows of our enemies be destroyed. 


1 The first three verses of this hymu occur also Sama Veda, 
IL 9. I. 14. 1-3. 
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Varga XXII. 


5. He who assails us, Indra, whether he he of 
the same caste or of degraded caste—scatter of 
thyself his host, (though it be vast) as the wide 
heaven; may the bowstrings on the bows of our 
enemies be destroyed. 

6. Devoted to thee, Indra, we strive after thy 
friendship; lead us by the path of sacrifice beyond 
all evils \ may the bowstrings on the bows of our 
enemies be destroyed. 

T. Give to us, Indra, (the cow) who gives milk 
to the worshipper according to his desire, so that 
the mighty cow, possessed of an unfailing udder, 
the shedder of a thousand streams, may supply us 
plentifully with milk. 

Si5kta VI. (CXXXIV.) 

Ihe deity is Inma ; the RisM is MantoiAtri, the son of 
Yuvanaswa, and of the last half of verse 6 and of verse 
7 Gonul; the metre of the seventh verse is PanMt, of the 
rest MaJtapankti. 

1. Thou, Indra, who fillcst both heaven aud 
earth (with light) like the dawn—the divine pro¬ 
genitress has given birth to thee, the mighty of the 
mighty (gods), the sovereign of men ; the auspicious 
progenitress has given thee birth. 1 

2. Enfeeble the strength of the malicious man, 
cast under foot him who tries to kill us; the divine 


1 Sanaa Veda, I. 4. 2. 4. 10. and II, 4. 1, 16. 1. 
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progenitress has given thee birth, the auspicious 
progenitress has given thee birth. 1 

3. Destroyer of enemies, Indra, Sakra, shake 
down upon us by thy exploits those abundant, all- 
shining viands, (accompanied) with all thy pro¬ 
tections ; the divine progenitress has given thee 
birth, the auspicious progenitress has given thee 
birth. 

4. "When thou, Indra, Satakrattj, shakest down 
(upon us) all blessings, (then bestow) upon the 
offerer of the libation wealth also, together with thy 
thousandfold protections ; the divine progenitress 
has given thee birth, the auspicious progenitress 
has given thee birth. 

5. Let thy radiant (weapons) fall down every¬ 
where round about like drops of perspiration; let 
the enemy depart from us like the stems of the 
durva grass: the divine progenitress has given 
thee birth, the auspicious progenitress has given 
thee birth. 

6. For thou, sapient (Indra), wieldest thy might 
like a long hook; thou draggest (thy foes), 
Mag ii a van, as a goat with its fore-foot (drags) a 
branch * the divine progenitress has given thee 
birth, the auspicious progenitress has given thee 
birth. 2 

T. 0 gods, we never injure (you), we never 


1 Siima Veda, II. 4. 1. 16. 3. 


* Sanaa Veda, II. 4. 1. 16. 2. 
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inflict annoyance (on yon), we follow the teaching 
of the mantra ; we take hold of yon at this (sacri¬ 
fice) with wings and arras. 1 

Stota VII. (CXXXV.) 

Tama is the deity ; the Itishi is Ktjmaiu of the race of Tama ; 
the metre is AtmshfuiA. 

Varga xxiii. 1, la that leafy tree where Yam A drinks with 

the gods, there the progenitor, the lord of the house, 
invites us to join the men of old. 2 

2. (At first) I beheld him with anguish inviting 
me to join t.he men of olden time, and walking with 
that fell design ; but afterwards I longed for him. 3 

3. The new chariot, wheelless, single-poled, but 
turning everywhere, which thou, my child, 4 hast 
mentally formed—thou standest thereon though 
thou seest it not. 


1 The first line of this stanza occurs Sama Veda, I. 2. 2. 4. 2. 
“Wings and arms” are metaphorical for prayers and sacrifices. 

2 According to the legend JVachiketas, the son of Vdjasravas, 
was sent by his father to visit Yarna, who received him hospitably 
and allowed him to return to the world, on which he recited 
this hymn. Or according to another account the person who 
recited the hymn was not JYachikeias, but a person called 
Kumdra, and the Yanut of the hymn means not the god of 
death, but Aditya, the sun. See Kirukta, XII. 29. The tree in 
the first verse means the place of final repose where the dead 
rest, like weary travellers at the foot of a tree. 

3 i.e, by my father’s command I have desired to approach 
death (see preceding note). 

1 [Or, kumdra may be a proper name, sec note 2.] 
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4. The chariot which thou, my child, 1 hast driven 
down to me from the sages above, the JSdman 2 has 
driven it back again from hence placed on a ship. 

5. Who has begotten the youth ? 1 Who has 
driven the chariot off? Who can tell us how 
restitution was made ? 

6. How restitution was made appeared from the 
(command given) at first; before that the depth 
was outstretched, afterwards a means of returning 
(from Yama) was provided. 

7. This is the dwelling of Yaha, which is called 
the fabric of the gods • this pipe is sounded for his 
(gratification), he is propitiated by hymns. 3 


1 [Or, leumdra may be a proper name, see note 2, p 362.] 

z [Sayana does not give any subject to prdvartala ; he takes 
sama as accusative after arm, and explains it] “after com¬ 
municating the message sent by thy father.” 

3 The hymn is made throughout applicable to A&itya as well 
as to Yama, with, if possible, a still greater degree of obscurity. 
It seems to have been the basis of the discussion in the Taittiriya 
Brahmana (III. 11. 8) and the Katha Upanishad, respecting 
what becomes of the soul after death, in dialogues between 
Kachiketas and Yama. See the translation of the Katha, by 
Dr. Roer (Bibliotheca Indica). As mentioned by "Weber, the 
father of Afachiketas is also named Auddalaki and Arum. 
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Sukta VIII. (CXXXVI.) 

The deities are the Kesins (Agni, VAytj, and Surya) ; each 

verse has for its JtisM one of the seven Mums, sons of 

YAtabasaka, namely, JYrr, VAiAJtjn, Vitrajuti, V keshan.aka, 

Eabikrata, Etasa and Rishy asking a ; the metre is Anushtubh. 

Varga xxiv. l. The radiant (Sun supports) Agni, the radiant 
one (supports) water, the radiant one supports the 
heaven and earth, the radiant one is for the visi¬ 
bility of the whole diffused (universe)—this light 
is called the radiant one. 

2. The Munis, the sons of YXtakasana, wear the 
yellow dirty (vestments of bark), they follow the 
course of the wind, when they have assumed the 
(power of) gods. 1 * 

3. Exhilarated by the sanctity of the Muni we 
have mounted upon the winds; behold, mortals, (in 
them) our forms! 

4. The Muni flies through the firmament, illum¬ 
ining all objects, the friend of each deity, appointed 
for pious works. 

5. The steed of the wind, the friend of Yayij, 
the Muni , who is instigated by the deity, repairs to 
both oceans, the eastern and the western. 

6. Wandering in the track of the Apsarasas and 
the Gandharvas , and the wild beasts, the radiant 
(Sun), 8 cognizant of all that is knowable, (is my) 
sweet and most delightful friend. 


1 Sayana, by the might of their penance they become gods. 

* Or Agni, or Vdyu. 
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7. Vayu churned for him, the inflexible (thunder) 
ground it when the radiant (Sun), along with Rubra, 
drank the water with his cup. 1 

StjKiA IX. (CXXXYII.) 

The deities are the Viswadevas ; as in the preceding Sukta, there 
is a Rishi for each stanza, the seven Rising, BhaeadvAja, 

Kasyafa, Gotama, Atm, YiswIjiitra, Javadaghi, and 
Vasishtha ; the metre is Anmhfubh. 

1. 0 gods, raise again the man, 0 gods, who has Yar g a xs v. 
sunk; 0 gods, give life again to the man, 2 0 gods, 

who has committed sin. 

2. These two winds blow to the regions which 
are far beyond the ocean; may the one bring you 
vigour, may the other blow away all evil. 

3. Breathe, wind, medicinal balm j blow away, 
wind, all evil; for thou art the universal medicine, 
thou movest as the messenger of the gods. 

4. [The wind speaks:] I have come to thee with 
pleasures and with protections ‘ I have brought 
thee fortunate vigour, I drive away thy disease. 

5. May the gods give (us) protection in this 


1 The cup is the sun’s rays, which absorb the moisture of the 
earth; the agitation of the wind sends this moisture down again 
as rain. [Sayana explains kunan nam<t as that which often 
guides but cannot he guided, i.e. the mddhyamika vak. One 
explanation of Rudra is that it means the lightning, vaulyutdyni, 
hut it is difficult to see how the lightning helps the sun to 
swallow up the moisture of the earth.] 

2 i.e. fe to me,” the Rishi himself. 
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Varga XXVL 


world, may the company of the Maruts protect us, 
may all beings grant protection so that this (person) 
may be free from sin. 

6. "Waters verily are medicinal; waters are the 
dissipators of disease; waters are the medicines for 
everything; may they act as medicine to thee. 

7. The tongue (being cleansed) by the ten- 
branched hands (of Prajapati is) the forerunner of 
speech; with those (hands) the removers of disease 
we touch thee. 

SiSkta X. (CXXXVm.) 

The deity is In be a, the Rhhi is An t ga, the son of TTiiu; the 
metre is Jog ail. 

1. The hearers of oblations (the Angieasas| 
Indra, honouring the sacrifice, have through thy 
friendship torn Vala to pieces, when praise (being 
offered) desiring to give the dawns to Iatjtsa (thou 
wert engaged in) freeing the waters, and Ahi’s 
exploits (were foiled). 

2. Thou hast sent forth the generative (waters), 
thou hast cleft the mountains, thou hast fetched 
forth the cows, thou hast quaffed the delicious 
Soma, thou hast caused the trees of the forest to 
grow; through his exploits by means of the voice 
produced for the sacrifice the suu has shone bright. 

3. The sun unyoked his chariot in the midst of 
the sky, (when) the Arya (Indra) encountered the 
Ddsa ; associated with Rijiswan, Indra destroyed 
the stronghold of the guileful Asura , Pipru. 
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4. Eold (Indea) has annihilated the (hitherto) 
unbaffled (hosts of the Asura ), the object of 
Ayasya’s adoration has despoiled the impious of 
their treasures; the sun as if with the (aid of the) 
moon has seized upon the wealth of the cities (of 
the Asuras), glorified (by his worshippers), he has 
demolished the foe with his blazing (thunderbolt). 

5. (Ikdra), leading an irresistible army, slaying 
Vritra with the pervading piercing (bolt), gives 
(wealth to his worshippers), thins the (hosts of the 
Asuras) which have to be attacked ; 1 (the whole 
host of the enemy) was afraid of Indr a’ s wide- 
destroying thunder-bolt, the purifying (Sun) came 
forth, Ushas left her waggon. 

6. These wondrous exploits are thine alone, in 
that thou unaided hast injured the chief neglector 
of sacrifice; thou hast placed in the sky the regu¬ 
lator of the months, through thy aid the paternal 
(heaven) upholds the circumference of the wheel 
(of the Sun’s car) which had been shattered (by 
Vritra). 


1 [Or, “ sharpens his weapons (which are to be hurled against 
the Asuras).”] 
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Sveta XI. (CXXXIX.) 

Satitki is the deity of the first trieha, of the second the 
Gandkarva, YiswAyasu, ■who is also the Ruhi of the whole 
hymn ; the metre is Trishtubh. 

Varga xxvii. 1. Sayitei, tho solar-rayed, the yellow-haired, 

sent up the undying light from the east; at his 
command the sage Pushan, the preserver, follows, 
looking upou all creatures. 1 

2. Beholding mankind he sits in the midst of 
the sky, filling (with light) the heaven and earth 
and the firmament; he illumines the all-pervading 
(quarters of space), the bright-pervading (inter¬ 
mediate points), and the midmost, the foremost, 
and the hindmost mark. 2 

3. The root of riches, the acquirer of treasure 
illumines by his functions all (visible) forms; Sa- 
ViTEjj like a god, 3 whoso attribute is truth, stands 
like Indka in the battle for riches. 

4. Beholding Soita, the Gandharva Ylswavasu, 


1 Yajur Yeda, XVII. 58, Mahidhara mates Agni the deity, 
taking mvitd as a mere epithet, “ the generator.” According 
to Sayana, Savitri is the deity presiding over the period im¬ 
mediately after dawn. Surija over the rest of the day. 

s Yajur Yeda, XYII. 59, reading vim&nah for nrichahhd. 
Mahfdhara thinks the word alludes to a stone representing 
Adilya and its position with respect to the altar and the imple¬ 
ments. 

3 On Yajur Yeda, XTI. 6G. Mahfdhara attributes this verse 
to Agni, and translates “ like the god SAvnnr.” 
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the waters have come forth by means of the sacri¬ 
fice; Indra impelling them knew of this (their 
approach), and looked round the rims of the snn. 

5. May the celestial Ganditarva Yiswavastt, the 
measurer of the water, declare to us that which 
is the truth, and that which we do not know ; 
accepting our praises, (ViswXvastt), protect our 
sacrifices. 

6. (Indra) discovered the cloud in the region of 
the rivers, he set open the portals of (the waters) 
whose dwelling is in the clouds; Indra, (in the 
form of) the Gandharva (ViswAvastt), proclaimed 
the ambrosial (waters), he knew the strength of the 
dragons. 


StkTA XII. (CXL.) 

The deity is Agni, the Rhhi is Agni FAvaka ; the metre of the 
first verse is Vishtdrapankti, of the nest three Satobrihati, of 
the fifth Uparishtdjjyotish, and of the sixth Triskfubh. 

1. Thine, Agni, is the most excellent sacrificial 
food; thy flames, 0 opulent in radiance, blaze 
fiercely; wise and widely luminous (Agni), thou 
bestowest upon the donor (of the oblation) the 
choicest food with strength. 1 

2. Agni, who art of purifying radiance, of un¬ 
soiled lustre, of full brightness, thou issuest forth 
with splendour; visiting thy parents (like) a son, 


1 The whole Sukt.a occurs Yajur Veda, XII. IOC to 111, and 
Sama Veda, II. 9. 2. I. 1 to 6. 

VOL. VI. 2 B 
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thou protectest (the worshippers), thou unitest both 
heaven and earth. 1 

3. Son of strength, 2 JXtavedas, rejoice in our 
adorations, (be) satisfied by our offerings; (the wor¬ 
shippers) have placed before thee viands of many 
sorts of wonderful efficacy, of excellent origin. 

4. Contending with enemies, 3 bestow upon us, 
immortal Agni, riches; thou shinest with a grace¬ 
ful person, thou fulfillest (the purpose of) the 
enjoyable rite. 

5. (We praise thee), the perfeoter of the sacrifice, 
the sage, the lord of great wealth, the giver of 
what is desirable; thou bestowest auspicious and 
abundant food, and enjoyable riches. 4 

6. Men for the sake of happiness place before 
them Agxi, the speaker of truth, the mighty, the 
contemplator of all; the posterity of Maxu in pairs 
(propitiate) with praises thee, whose ears are open 
(to their praises), who art most renowned, and the 
(minister) of the gods. 


1 Or thou fillest both worlds, i.e. heaven with oblations and 
earth, with rain. 

2 JTahidhara renders urjo napdt * grandson of waters, or non- 
injurer of food . 5 

3 Sayana gives alternative renderings. Jlahfdhara says, 
u Shining by the priests, etc., offering oblations . 3 J 

4 Mahidhara more correctly takes the accusatives in the first 
portion of the sentence as governed by dadkdsz, which is capable 
of governing two accusatives, “Thou bestowest wealth upon 

the perfecter of the sacrifice (the yqjamana)” etc. 
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SlW XIII. (CXLI.) 

The deities are the Viswadetas ; the Right is Aosn as an 
ascetic (TIpasa) ; the metre is Anush tuhh. 

1. Agni, speak out to us here, be favourably Varga xxix. 
disposed towards us; bestow upon us (riches), lord 

of men, for thou art the giver of wealth to us. 1 

2. May Aryaman, may Bhaga, may Brihaspati, 
may the gods give liberally to us; may the truth - 
speaking goddess (Saraswati) bestow riches upon us. 2 

3. We invoke for our protection the royal Soma, 

(we invoke) Agni with praises, (we invoke) the 
Adityas, Yishnu, Surya, Brahma and Brihaspati. 3 

4. We invoke the adorable Indra and Yivu and 
Brihaspati on this occasion, that all our race may 
be favourably inclined to us in the acquisition (of 
wealth). 

5. Stimulate to liberality Aryaman, Brihaspati, 

Indra, Vata, Yishnu, SaraswatI, and the food- 
bestowing Savitri. 4 

6. Augment our prayer and sacrifice, Agni, with 
thy fires; do thon at our sacrifice stimulate (the 
gods) to give us wealth. 5 


1 Yajur Yoda, IX, 28, reading in the last line salmrajkl 
dhanadd mi swdhd. 

2 Ibid. IX. 29, reading the last line pm vdgdevl daddtu mh 
swdhd. 

3 Ibid. IX. 26. Biirna Yeda, I 1. 2. 5, I, both reading 
anmrabhdmahs at the end of the first line. 

4 Hid. IX. 27. 5 Sama Yeda, II, 7 h 6, 3 ( 
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Varga XXX. 


StfKiA XIV. (CXLIL) 

The deity is Agxi; the Mishit are four in number, each being 
the author of a couplet [<lw%cha) } Jajutbx, Drona, SIeisriewa 
and Stambamitba, all of the race of SXrnga ; the metre of the 
first two verses is Jag&liy of the next four Truhjuhhj of 
the last two Anushtuhh. 

1. This person, Agni, was thy praiser, for there 
is nothing else attainable, 0 son of strength; 
holy is the happiness derived from thee, a triple 
defence; 1 remove far from us, who are susceptible 
of harm, thy scorching flame. 

2. Exalted is the birth of thee, Agni, who art 
desirous of (sacrificial) food; thou presidest like 
a councillor over all created beings; our praises 
flowing smoothly proceed to thee, as herdsmen of 
their own will (go slowly) before (their flocks). 

3. Blazing Agni, thou destroyest many a shrub, 
as thou burnest; and (the sites) of the tilled fields 
are laid waste, may we never rouse to auger thy 
terrible flame. 

4. When thou movest burning above and burning 
below, thou scatterest thyself like a devastating 
host; when the wind fans thy flame, thou shavest 
the earth as a barber shaves a beard. 

5. His lines (of flame) are visible, like one array 
of many chariots, when clearing away (the forests) 


1 According to Sayana a defence against the three evils of 
existence, alluding to the Saukhya doctrine. 
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with thy arras (of flame) thou raarchest, Agni, over 
the prostrate earth. 

6. May thy withering flames, Agni, arise; may 
thy light (arise), and the swift movements of thee 
when thou art praised; rise up, stoop down, in¬ 
creasing in might; may all the Yasus this day 
attend upon thee. 

7. This is the abode of the waters, the dwelling 
of the ocean ; pursue, Agni, a different path from 
this; go by this (path) according to thy pleasure. 

8. Both at thy arrival, Agni, and at thy de¬ 
parture, may the flowering durva grasses spring 
up; may lakes (be formed) and lotuses (therein); 
may these be the dwellings of the ocean. 1 


ADHYA'YA VIII. 

ANUVXKA XI. Continued. 

Sukta XV. (CXLni.) 

The Aswins are the deities ; the Rkhi is Atri, the son of 
SAnkuya ; tho metre is Anushtubh. 

1. You made this Atm, ever diligent in worship, Varga 
(swift) to run to the goal like a horse, and you 
renewed Kakshivat as (a wheelwright renews) 
a car. 


1 The author of the prayer here expresses a hope that his 
house may not he set on fire, that is, may not the grass he 
burned, nor the lakes be dried up, nor the houses he burned. 
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2. This AtrIj whom the irresistible (Astjras) 
dragged bound like a swift horse, ye unloosed like 
a strong knot, (setting him) the youngest born upon 
the earth. 

3. Leaders (of rites), of goodly aspect anti 
radiant, deign to accept Atm’s praises, and so the 
praise of your worshipper (is) to bo sung again to 
you leaders (of rites). 

4. Munificent As wins, my offering and praise (is) 
for your recognition, 1 because, leaders (of rites), you 
protect us at the sacrifice in the spacious sacrificial 
hall. 

5. You came with winged (steeds) to Bhujyu 
(immersed) in the ocean, at the world’s end, per¬ 
turbed ; and, leaders of truth, you restored him to 
your worship. 

6. Prosperous, most adorable, all-knowing, como 
to us and decorate us with blessings, as a (cow’s) 
udder is adorned with abundant food. 


1 awaits your recognition. The gerund eJiite resembles 
the gerund visa&s in the preceding verse, hkavati being under¬ 
stood in both cases,] 
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StJKTA XYI. (CXLIV.) 

The deity is Indra, the Rishi Sttparna, son of TAhkshta or 
Urdiiwaeiusana, of the race of Yaaia ; the metre of the first, 
third, and foni’th verses is Gdyatr'i, of the second Rrihciti, of 
the fifth Satolrihat'i, and of the sixth VishtardpanUi. 

1. This immortal Soma, the giver of strength, Varga 
the giver of long life to all, hastens like a swift 
horse to thee (Indra), the creator. 

2. This (Indea), adorable among us and brilliant, 
is a thunderbolt for the donor (of the oblation 
against his foes); he cherishes the exhilarating 
(worshipper) TJedhwaeeisana, as Ribhu (cherishes) 
the exhilarating celebrator of holy rites. 

3. May the brilliant (Indea), who is a benefactor 
amongst these his own (people), for the sake of 
Suparna, the offerer of the oblation, bestow light 
upon our progeny. 1 

4. The Soma whom Suparna, the son of the 
falcon, brought from afar, the bestower of many 
boons, who is the stimulator of Ahi, 

5. Whom the falcon brought to thee (Indra) 
with his elaw, beautiful, unassailable, purple-tinted, 
the measurer of food—by it, food and old age vas 
prolonged for living, by it affinity was awaked. 


1 Say an a explains syena (lit. a hawk) as the rishi <- 
hymn, Suparna, the son of Tdrkshya. Ahisuvah is exp ame 
in the St. Petersburg Dictionary as the name of an Antra, but 
it is here plural, uot singular. The subject of the verb may 
be the Soma-juice, and not Iitdra, 
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6. So then by Indu Indra obtains among the 
gods great brilliancy; by our sacrifice, 0 doer of 
good deeds, food and old age is prolonged, by our 
sacrifice this (Soma) is poured out by us. 


Sujcta XVII. (CXLV.) 

The deity or rather the aim of the hynm is the getting rid of a 
rival wife; 1 the Ri»ki is Ind&Ani ; the metre of the last verse 
is Pankti, of the rest Anushtu&k. 

Varga in. 1. I dig up this most potent medicinal creeper, 
by which (a wife) destroys a rival wife, by which 
she secures to herself her husband. 

2. 0 (plant) with up-turned leaves, auspicious, 
sent by the gods, powerful, remove my rival and 
make my husband mine alone. 

o. Excellent (plant), may I too be excellent, 
excellent amongst the excellent, and may she who 
is my rival be vile amongst the vile, 

4. I will not even utter her name, no (woman) 
takes pleasure in that person; may we remove the 
other rival wife to a distance. 

5. I am triumphing, thou art triumphant; we 
two being powerful will triumph over my rival. 

6. I make thee the triumphant (herb) my pillow, 


1 Apastamba says a wife who wishes to get rid of a rival 
must repeat this hymn silently three times on going to bed, am] 
then embrace her husband, The creeper referred to in the 
hymn is the^c UkcL 
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I support thee with that more triumphant (pillow); 
let thy mind hasten to me as a cow to her calf, 
let it speed on its way like water. 

StTKTA XVITI. (CXLVI.) 

Tho tutelary goddess of the forest, AnAirrAst, is the deity ; the 

Rnhi is Dey Aiiuifij the son of Ie a mm ad a ; the metre is 

Anush tubh. 

1. AeanyAnI, AranyanI, who art, as it were, 
perishing there, why dost thou not inquire of the 
village, does not fear assail thee ? 

2. "When tho chichchika replies to the crying 
vrisharam, 1 AeanyIsi is exalted, resonant, as with 
cymbals. 

3. It is as if cows were grazing, and it looks like 
a dwelling, and AravyAsI at eventide, as it were, 
dismissed the waggons. 

4. This man calls his cow, another cuts down 
the timber; tarrying in the forest at eventide, one 
thinks there is a cry. 

5. But AeanyAnI injures no one unless some 
other 2 assail him ; feeding upon the sweet fruit, he 
penetrates at will. 

6. I praise the musk-scented, fragrant, fertile, 
uncultivated AranyanI, the mother of wild animals. 


Varga IY* 


1 These are said by the Scholiast to he small animals* 

2 As a tiger or robber* 
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Varga V. 


Stjkta XIX. (CXLVIL) 

The deity is Ixdea ; the BUM Sityedas, the son of Sirisha ; the 
metre of the last verse is Trisktubh y of the rest JagatL 

1. I have faith, Indra, in thy first wrath, 
whereby thou didst slay Vritra, and didst under¬ 
take a work friendly to man; 1 when both heaven 
and earth were inferior to thee, the firmament 
trembled at thy might, 0 wielder of the thunder¬ 
bolt. 2 

2. Irreproachable Indra, with mind intent on 
glory, thou hast by thy deceptions slain the de¬ 
ceptive Vritra. The worshipper chooses thee 
when he seeks for his (stolen) cattle, and in all 
sacrifices accompanied with invocations. 

3. Indra, the invoked of many, be gracious to 
these SljRls, who thereby prospering attain, O 
Maghavan, to opulence ; (who) adore the powerful 
one at the sacrifice for (the sake of obtaining) a son, 
a grandson, the fulfilment of their desires, and 
honourable wealth. 3 

4. He obtains well-procured riches, who studies 
to promote Tndra’s rapid exhilaration. Exalted by 


1 [Sayana takes naryam with vritram, ^md derives it from ni, 

to lead, which makes nonsense; he interprets viver as 

4 * didst approach the waters, this world.” Naryam is cither 
“friendly to man” or “heroic, manly*”] 

2 Sama Yeda, I. 4. 2. 4. 2. 

3 Sayana explains akraye as alajjdkare } “ of which there is 
no need to be ashamed,” 
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(thy favour), 0 Maghavaw, (the worshipper), cele- 
brating the sacrifice, speedily obtains through the 
officiating priests food and wealth. 

5. Glorified by great (praise), Maghavan', spread 
forth thy might, bestow riches (upon us); beautiful 
Indka, who art wise like Mitra and Varuna, the 
distributer (of riches), thou givest us food now. 


Sukta XX. (CXLYIII.) 

The deity is Lsbea ; the Rishi is tlie B&jA Peithu, the son of 
Veit a ; the metre is Trhhfubb. 

1. Having poured out the libation, we praise Varga 
thee, Indra; having presented the sacrificial food, 

(we praise thee), granter of abundant wealth ; bring 
ns the wealth which, one longs for; protected by 
thee may we acquire riches through thyself alone. 

2. Hero Indra, who art mighty, mayest thou 
as soon as thou art born overcome with Surya the 
races of the Dasas , and the fugitive (Vala) lurking 
in secrecy, hidden in the waters j we now present 
to thee the Soma in a copious stream. 

3. Do thou, who art the Lord, who art wise, a 
sage desirous of the good opinion of the Jitshts, do 
honour to thy praisers; may we he of those who 
gratify (thee) with Soma libations; to thee, 0 
car-borne Ixdra, these (praises are offered) with 
sacrificial viands. 

4. To thee, Imdha, have these prayers been 
addressed j grant, 0 hero, strength to the leadeis 
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of men ; be of one mind with those in whom thou 
delightedst, and protect those who praise thee, and 
the worshippers who stand round about. 

5. Hear, hero Ixdra, the invocation of Prithtt ; 
thou art glorified by the praises of the son of Vena, 
who celebrated thy hall of sacrifice, full of ghi ; 
thy praisers rush to thee like a torrent through 
precipitous banks. 

SltKTA XXI. (CXLIX.) 

The deity ia Savitri ; the Rishi is Arch an, the son of Hi ran- 
yAstitpa ; the metre is Tr ishtuhh, 

Varga vie 1. Savitri has fixed the earth with fetters ; 

Savitri has made the heaven firm in a place where 
there was no support ; Savitri has milked the 
cloud of the firmament bound to the indestructible 
(ether) like a trembling horse. 1 

2. Where the cloud thus arrested shed moisture 
(on the earth) Savitri, 0 grandson of the waters, 
knew that (place); from thence proceeded the earth, 
thence arose the firmament, thence the heaven and 
earth were spread out. 

3. Afterwards arose this other adorable (deity), 
together with the host of the immortal world, the 
bright-winged Garuthat, born before Savitri obeyed 
his law. 2 


1 Nirukta, X. 32. 

3 Alluding, according to the Scholiast, to Garnda's having 
brought the Soma from the moon at Savitri’s command. 
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4. As cattle hasten to the village, as the warrior 
to his horses, as,affectionate milk-giving cows to the 
calf, as a husband to his wife, so may Savitri, the 
upholder of the sky, the desired of all, hasten to us. 

5. As HikanyastiJpa, the Angirasa, summoned 
thee to this food, so I, praising thee for thy pro¬ 
tection, watch before thee as (worshippers) watch 
before the filament of the Soma. 1 * 


Sveta XXII. (CL.) 

The deity is Aghi \ the Ruhi Mrilika, the son of Vasishtha ; 
the metre of the first three verses is Bfih&t of the fourth 
verse UparisfyajtjyQtwh or J(igati } of the fifth verse Uparish- 
iajjyotish. 

1. Bearer of oblations, being kindled thou burnest Varga vm. 
for the gods; come to us with the Adityas, the 
Budras, the Vasus ; come for our felicity. 3 

2. Being gratified by this sacrifice, this praise, 
approach; we mortals invoke thee, blazing (Agni), 
we invoke thee for felicity. 

3. I glorify with my praise thee, Jatavedas, 
desired by all; bring hither, Agni, to us the gods 
who are gratified by offerings, (bring) those gratified 
by offerings for onr felicity. 

4. The divine Agni was the purohita of the 
gods; the Mishis, the descendants of Manu, kindled 
Agni. I invoke Agni for the acquisition of abun- 


1 Nirukta, X. 33, quoted by Sayan a. 

% Mrilikaya, a play upon the name of the Iiishi. 
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Varga IX* 


dant wealth, (may he make me) happy for the 
acquisition of wealth. 

5. May Agni protect in war Atri, Bharadwaja, 
Gayishthira, ourselves, Kanwa, and Trasadasyu ; 
Vasishtha as the purohita invokes Agni, the 
purohiia for our felicity. 

StSkta XXIII. (CLI.) 

The divinity is SiuomrA (faith); the Rishi is a lady named 

SuaddhI, of the family of KAma ; 1 2 the metre is Anushtuhh, 

1. Agni is kindled by SraddhX, by SraddhI is 
the oblation offered; with our praise we glorify 
Sraddha, (who is seated) on Bhaga’s head. 1 

2. O SraddhI, grant the desire of the donor (of 
the oblation), grant, 0 SraddhI, the desire of him 
who wishes to give, grant this boon which I have 
mentioned to my sacrificers who solicit happiness. 

3. As the gods had faith in (their fight with) 
the Asuras , so grant the boon which has been asked 
for to our sacrificers who solicit happiness. 

4. Gods, worshippers, and those who are protected 
by Vayu, solicit SraddhX, (they cherish) Sradi> mi 
with heartfelt desire, through Sraddha a man 
acquires wealth. 

5. We invoke Sraddha at dawn, and again at 
midday, and also at the setting of the sun; inspire 
us in this world, Sraddha, with faith. 


1 An obvious allegory; Faith, of the family of Love. 

2 Nirukta, IX. 31, 
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ANUVAKA XII. 

ADIIYAYA Till. Continued. 

StoA I. (CLXI.) 

The deity is Indea ; the Rishi is SAsa, of the race of Bhaea- 
dwIja ; the metre is Anmhpiibh. 

1. (I) Sasa thus (praise Indra) ; thou art Varga 
mighty, the destroyer of foes, the wonderful, (he) 
whose friend is not killed nor ever overpowered. 

2. May Indra, the granter of prosperity, the 
lord of men, the slayer of Yritra, the warrior, the 
subduer, the showerer, the drinker of the Soma, 
the assurer of safety, come to our presence. 

3. Destroy, Indra, the Rdkskasas , the enemies ; 
fracture the jaws of Yritra; baffle, Indra, slayer 
of Yritra, the wrath of (our) menacing foe. 

4. Destroy, Indra, our enemies; hunt down 
those who are in array against us ; consign to lower 
darkness him who seeks to harm us. 1 

5. Frustrate the purpose of him who hates us, 
(baffle) the weapon of him who seeks to overpower 
us; grant us entire security from his wrath, ward 
off (his) weapon. 


1 Yajur Veda, VIII. 44; Sama Veda, II. 9. 3. 7. 2; 
Kirukta, VII. 2. 





384 


ItlG-YEDA SANHItX. 


Varga XI. 


Varga XII. 


StfKTA II. (CLIII.) 

Tlie deity is Indua ; the Rislm are the wives of the gods^ the 
mothers of Ikdha ; the metre is Gay aid. 

1. Desirous of fulfilling their functions (the 
mothers of Indra) approaching, worship him as 
soon as bom, and enjoy (affluence) together with 
male progeny. 1 

2. Thou, Indra, wast born from overpowering 
strength and energy; thou, 0 showerer, art indeed 
a showerer (of blessings). 2 

3. Thou, Indra, art the slayer of Vrttra, thou 
hast spread out the firmament ; thou, hast upheld 
the heaven by thy power. 

4. Thou, Indra, bearest thy well-beloved and 
adorable thunderbolt in thine arms, sharpening it 
with thy might. 

5. Thou, Indra, overpowerest all beings by thy 
might, thou hast reached all worlds. 

Sukta III, (CLIV.) 

tlie deity or topic of the hymn is the state of the dead; the Risln 
is Yami, the daughter of Yiywswat; the metre is Anwshtubk. 

1. Soma is filtered for some (of the Pitris ), 
others accept clarified butter; go (0 dead one) to 
those to whom the honey flows. 3 


1 Sam a Veda, 1 . 2. 2. 41, reading vanvdnasah for bhejandsah. 

2 Sanaa Veda, T. 2. 1. 3. 6 ; Nuukta, VII. 2. 

3 According to the Scholiast, those who offer Soma to their 
pitris are students of the Sarna Veda, those who offer ghi are 
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2. To those who through penance are unassail¬ 
able (by sin), to those who through penance have 
gone to heaven, to those who have performed 
abundant penance, do thou (0 dead one) repair. 

3. To those who engage in battles, heroes who 
have given up their lives, or who have presented 
thousands of offerings, to them (0 dead one) repair. 

4. Repair, Yama, to those ascetic Pitris who are 
ancient, observers of truth, speakers of truth, and 
augmenters of truth. 

5. Repair, Yama, to those ascetic Pis his, the sons 
of penance, who protect the sun, being leaders of 
thousands, and intelligent. 

StiiTA IT. (CLY| 

The deity of verses 1 and 4 is the averting of misfortune 

(Alaiskm iglma), of verses 2 and 3 Bn.iirMANAsrATi, and of 

verse 5 the Viswadevas ; the Rishi is Sikimbjtha, the son of 

BhakadwIja ; the metre is Anushtubh. 

1. Miserable, * 1 ill-favoured, deformed, ever-railing Varga xin. 
(goddess), go to thy mountain j with these exploits 

of Sirimbitha 2 we scare thee away. 

2. May she be scared away from this (world), 
seared away from the next (world), the destructress 


students of the Yajur Yeda, and those who offer honey are 
students of the Atharva Veda. 

1 Ardyi= not giving: ardyi may be the name of the goddess. 
Sayana says durbhikshddidevatd, the goddess of famine, etc., i-e. 
Distress or Misery; or alahshni , i.e. Misfortune. 
s Or, with the essences (or waters) of the cloud. 

VOE. VI. 2 C 
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of all embryos; sharp-horned Briuaspati approach, 
driving away Distress. * 1 

3. The wood which floats by the sea-shore far off, 
remote from man, 2 seize that, (O goddess), hard to 
destroy, and therewith go to a distant shore. 

4. Utterers of discordant sounds, when swiftly 
moving yon departed, all the enemies of Indra 
were slain, disappearing like bubbles, 

5. These (Viswadeyas) 3 have brought back the 
(stolen) cattle; they have built up the fire; they 
have provided food for the gods. Who will over¬ 
come them ? 


StfKTi Y. (CLYI.)* 

The deity is Agxi ; the RisM is Kettj, the son of Ac si; the 
metre is GdyatrL 

Varga xiv. 1. May our rites bring Agxi hither like a swift 
charger in battle, may we through him acquire all 
wealth. 

2. Send us, Agni, for the acquisition of wealth, 
that army with which we may acquire cattle 
through thy protection. 

3. Bring us, Agni, substantial and extensive 


* Sayana expands this to "the wooden body of the deity 
culled Purushotiama ’* ( Vishnu). 

1 YajurYeda, XXX V. 18. Mahfdhara supplies jin Ah "lives,” 
or “ living beings/* 

4 The whole of this hymn occurs ia the Sama Yeda> H * 

1 , 15 , 
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wealtli, consisting of cattle and horses, sprinkle the 
sky (with rain), expel Pani . * 1 

4. Thou, Agni, hast elevated the imperishable 
planet, the Sun, in the firmament, giving light to 
the people. 

5. Thou, Agni, art the best beloved and most 
excellent banner of the people ; understand (our 
praise) giving food to the praiser. 


Si3kta VI. (CL VII.) 

The deities are the Yiswadeyas ; the Rislii is Bhotana the son 

of Aptya, or S Ad has a the son of Bhutan a ; the metre is 

Trishtubh in half stanzas. 

1. May we, along with Ixdea and the universal Varga xv. 
gods, possess all these worlds. 2 

2. May Indra with the Adityas perfect our 
sacrifice and our bodies and our offspring 3 

3. May Indka with the Adityas, and attended 
hy the Mabtjts, be the protector of our bodies. 1 

4. When the gods returned (home), after slaying 
the Asuras , (then were) the deities protecting their 
divinity. 

5. When (the worshippers) with their pious acts 
offered praise in honour (of the gods), then (men) 
beheld around them the swift descending rain. 


1 The Saman reads pavim. 

% Yajnr Yeda, XXV. 46 ; Sama Veda, 1.5. 2. 2. 6, and II. 4. 

1. 23. 1. 

* Sama Yeda, II. 4. 1. 23. 2. 


1 Ibid. II. 4. 1. 23. 3. 
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Si5kta Yir. (CLVIII.) 

The deity is StJuTA; the RisM Chakshush, his son ; the metre 

Gdyatri. 

Varga xvi. 1. May StJRTA protect 113 from (foes dwelling in) 
heaven, Yayu from (those dwelling in) the firma¬ 
ment, and Agni from those upon earth. 

2. Savitri, whose radiance merits a hundred 
acknowledgments, be propitiated (by our praises); 
protect us from the falling bolts (of our enemies). 

3. May the divine Savitri grant us sight, 1 may 
Parvata (grant) us sight; may Dhatri (grant) us 
sight. 

4. Give sight, SHrya, to our eyes, (bestow) sight 
for the illumination of our bodies, so that we may 
look upon and into this (world). 

5. May we look upon thee, Sijrya, the bright 
beholder (of all), may we look into the things which 
are visible to mankind. 

StfKTA VIII. (CLIX.) 

Saciii is both the Rishi and the deity ; the metre is Anush tubh. 

Varga xvii. 1. The sun has risen; my good fortune has 
dawned; I, knowing this, have obtained my 
husband triumphing (over my rivals). 

2. I am the banner, I am the head, I am exalted, 
soothing (my lord); my husband must conform to 
my will, as I am victorious over my rivals. 


1 Play on the word ckahhush “eye,” and the name of the 

RishL 
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3. My sons are the destroyers of my enemies, 
my daughter is an empress; and I am victorious, 
my fame is most precious to my husband. 

4. That oblation, 0 gods, has been offered by 
which Ihdra offering it has become renowned and 
most powerful; I freed myself from my rival wives. 

5. Free from rivals, the destructress of rivals, 
victorious, triumphant, I cut up the brilliance 
and wealth of the other (wives of Ixdka) as if it 
were the wealth of (enemies) who do not endure 
long. 

6. Triumphant, I conquered these my rivals, so 
that I might rule this hero and his people. 1 

Sueta IX. (CLX.) 

The deity is Indua ; the Rishi PueIxa, the son of 7 iswImitea ; 
the metre is TrishiubJi. 

1. Drink, Ixdra, of this sharp (&ma-juice, Varga 
which is) combined with sacrificial food, unyoke 
here thy hay steeds yoked to thy swift chariot; 

let no other worshippers detain thee, Ixdra ; these 
libations are for thee. 

2. For thee are the libations that have been 
poured out, for thee are those which are to he 
poured out; thee do our quickly uttered praises 
invoke; Indra, who art cognizant of all things, 


1 Literally this is a song of exultation by Sachi over her rival 
wives ; but sachi means also an “ act, exploit, and this 
hymn is metaphorically the praise of Indra s gloiious acts. 
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taking pleasure in this present sacrifice, drink the 
Soma here. 

8. He who devoted to the deity with a willing 
mind offers the Soma to him with all his heart, 
Indra does not destroy his cattle, hut gives him 
beautiful excellent (wealth). 

4. He is mindful of him who, as * 1 a rich man, 
offers Soma to him; possessed of riches (Indra) 
holds him in his hand, and unsolicited destroys (his 
enemies) who hate the Brahmin. 

5. "Wishing for horses, for cattle, for food, we 
invoke thee, Indra, that thou mayest come; abid¬ 
ing within thy new favour we invoke thee, Indra, 
the giver of happiness. 

StjKTA X. (CLXI.) 

The deity is Ikska, or, according to the anuhrama, the object of 
the hymn is the cure of the disease called rdjayahshma (royal 
or declared consumption); the RisM is Y akshata v As.ana , 2 the 
son of PkajIpau; the metre of the last verse is Anushtubh, 
of the rest TrishtuhJi. 

1. By means of the oblation I set thee free to 
live safe from undeveloped consumption and from 
royal consumption; and if the seizer have already 


1 The comment takes no notice of the word na. 

1 The destroyer of yahhna, consumption or atrophy. This 
siikta is to be recited with an offering to fire for the recovery 
of a person from sickness. (Say ana refers to the Aswaldyana 
Gr. S. III. 6.] 
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seized him, then do yon, Indra and Agni, set him 
free. 

2. If he be of wasted life, or already dead, or 
be come to the verge of death, I bring him back 
from the lap of Nibriti ; I have made him strong 
enough to live for a hundred years. 

3. I have rescued him with an oblation having 
a thousand eyes, conferring a hundred years, giving 
life for a century, so that Indra may conduct him 
beyond all harm for a hundred years. 

4. Regaining thy strength, live for a hundred 
autumns, a hundred winters, a hundred springs; 
may Indra, Agni, Savitri, and Bkihaspati, (pro¬ 
pitiated) by this century-yielding oblation, give 
this man back (to us) for a hundred years. 

5. I have rescued thee, I have found thee; come 
back again, thou who art young again; sound in 
body, I have obtained for thee all thy senses, thy 
whole life. 

SifrTA XI. (CLXII.) 

The subject of the hymn is a prayer to avert abortion ; the 
Rishi is IiAKSUOHAir, the son of BbahsA. 

1. May Agni, the destroyer of the lialcsJiasas, v&rgaxx. 
consenting to our prayer, drive hence (the evil 
spirit) who (in the form of) sickness assails thine 
embryo, who, as the disease durnaituin^ assails thy 
womb. 1 


1 Nirakta, VI. 12. Yaska gives the meanings of the lexicons 
to durndnum, viz. a worm, disease, haemorrhoids. 
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2. May Aaxr, concurring in our prayer, destroy 
the cannibal who, as sickness, assails thine embryo, 
who, as the disease clurndman , assails thy womb, 

3. May we exterminate from hence (the evil 
spirit) who destroys the impregnating energy, the 
germ as it settles, the moving embryo, who seeks 
to destroy (the babe) when born, 

4. May we exterminate from hence (the evil 
spirit) who separates thy thighs, who lies between 
husband and wife, who, entering thy womb, devours 
(the seed). 

5. May we exterminate from hence (the evil 
spirit), who in the form of brother, husband, or 
paramour, approaches thee, and seeks to destroy thy 
offspring. 

6. May we exterminate from hence (the evil 
spirit) who, having beguiled thee by sleep or 
darkness, approaches thee, and seeks to destroy thy 
offspring. 

Sukta XII. (CLXIIL) 

The deity is the cure of phthisis ; the Rishi is Vithihajj, the 
son of Kasvapa; the metre is Anushtulh. 

Varga xxi. 1. I banish disease from thine eyes, from thy 
nose, from thy ears, from thy chin, from thy head, 
from thy brain, from thy tongue. 

2. I banish disease from thy neck, from thy 
sinews, from thy hones, from thy joints, from thy 
upper arms, from thy shoulders, and from thy fore¬ 
arms. 
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3. I banish disease from thine entrails, from thy 
anus, from thine abdomen, and from thy heart, 
from thy kidneys, 1 * from thy liver, from thy (other) 
viscera. 

4. I banish disease from thy thighs, from thy 
knees, from thy heels, from thy toes, from thy loins, 
from thy buttocks, from thy private parts. 

5. I banish disease from thy urethra, from thy 
bladder, from thy hair, from thy nails, from thy 
whole person. 

6. I banish disease from each limb, from each 
hair, from each joint where it is generated, from 
thy whole person. 

Sveta XIII. (CLXIY.) 

The deity is the dissipation of bad dreams ; the Ttishi is 

Fjrachetas, the sou of Angieas ; the metre of the third verse 

is Trishtubh, of the fifth PanUi, of the rest AnmMulk. 

1. Lord of the mind, begone, 3 depart, proceed to Varga XXII. 
a distance: look at Nirkiti far off; the mind of 

a living being is manifold.* 

2. Men solicit the boon of good fortune, they 
acquire abundant good fortune, (I desire) the 


1 [Mahidhara, “hones near the heart.” Sayan a, “kidneys, 
made like the fruit of the mango tree, being in both sides of 
the body.”] 

* The Scholiast explains this as “ sovereign of the mind when 
in the condition of sleep, the deity presiding over bad dreams.” 

3 Kirukta, I. 17. The mind is attentive to various objects, 
and is soon diverted from any regard to evil dreams. 
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auspicious sight of Vaivaswat ; 1 the mind of a 
living being is variously (directed). 

3. Whatever sin we have committed by speaking 2 
to (others), speaking against (others), speaking 
(evil) about (others), whether waking or sleeping, 
may Agxi remove all such hateful sins far from us. 

4. 0 Indra, 0 Beahmaxaspati, whatever sin 
we run into, (save us therefrom), and may the 
pBACHETAS 3 of the Axgirasas protect us from the 
malignity of our enemies. 

5. We have triumphed to-day, we have won, we 
have become free from guilt; may evil designs 
formed in waking or sleep be transferred to him 
whom we hate, be transferred to him who hates us. 

StiKTA XIV. (CLXV.) 

The deities are the Yiswadevas ; the RisM is Xapota, the son 
of 2s T iiiiim ; the metro is Tri&htubh, 

Varga xxiii. 1. 0 gods, let us worship for that desiring whicli 
the pigeon. 4 sent as ISTikeiti’s messenger, has come 
to this (ceremony); let us make atonement, may 
prosperity be given to our bipeds and quadrupeds. 


1 Yama, the son of Yiyaswat, is the deity presiding over bad 

dreams* 

3 [Sayana interprets by abMldehem^ £( by desire”] 

3 PraeJietaz, according to the Scholiast, may here imply Varum r 
or by changing the case to Praehctasam, it may mean the Rishi 
of the Sukta. 

1 The presence of a pigeon is said to be uni achy* 
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2. May the bird sent to our dwellings, the pigeon, 
be auspicious, O gods, and void of offence, so that 
the wise Agyi may approve of our oblation, and the 
winged weapon (of mischief) depart from us. 

8. May the winged weapon (of mischief) do us 
no harm; he takes his place upon the touchwood, 
the seat of Agni ; may prosperity attend our cattle 
and our people, let not the pigeon, gods, do us harm 
in this (dwelling). 

4. May that which the owl shrieks be in vain, 

(and may it be in vain) that the pigeon takes his 
place upon the fire ; may this roverenee be paid to 
Yama, (the god of) Death, as whose messenger he 
is sent. 

5. (Praised) by our hymn, 0 gods, drive out the 
pigeon who deserves to be driven out, exhilarated 
(by our oblation), bring us food and cattle, dissi¬ 
pating all our misfortunes; abandoning our food, 
may the swift (pigeon) fly away. 

StfKTA XV. (CLXVI,) 

The deity is the destruction of a rival; the Riskt is ItisnABHA 
the son of Yiraj, or the sou of Sakvara ; the metre of the 
last verse is Mahdpan/cti, of the rest Anushtnlh. 

1. Make me, Ihdra, (renowned like) a bull 1 Vargi xxiv. 
amongst my equals, victor over my rivals, the 
slayer of mine enemies, a sovereign, a lord of 
cattle. 


1 Rishabham, a play upou the Rishi's name. 
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2. I am the destroyer of mine enemies, like 
Indra, unharmed and unbounded; may all these 
my foes be cast down under my feet. 

3. I bind you here, like the two extremities of 
the bow by the bowstring; restrain them, lord of 
speech, that they may speak humbly to me. 

4. I have come triumphant with power, equal 
to any exploit; I seize upon your minds, your 
pious observances, your prowess iu war. 

5. Seizing upon your goods and chattels, may 
I be victorious; I walk upon your heads; cry aloud 
from beneath my feet, like frogs from (below) the 
water, like frogs from (below) the water. 

Slum. XVI. (CLXYII.) 

The deity is Ijtdea ; the Jlishis are VisttAmitea and Jamadagni ; 
the metre is Jagatl. 

Varga xxv. 1. For thee, Indra, is this Soma poured forth, 
thou rulest over the effused (Soma of) the jar; do 
thou hestow upon us riches with numerous sons, 
thou didst win heaven, performing arduous penance. 1 

2. We summon to the libations the mighty Surra, 
the conqueror of heaven, exhilarated by sacrificial 
food; take notice of this our sacrifice here and 
come; we solicit (for wealth) Maghavan, victorious 
over his foes. 


1 i.e. according to Sayana, by the performance of a hundred 
Aswamedhas. 
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3. (Engaged) in the worship of the royal Soata 
and of Varuju, (present) in the protecting (dwell¬ 
ing) of Brihaspati and Anemati, (I am assiduous) 
in thy praise, Maghavan; Dhatri and YidhYtri, 

I have fed on the pitcher. 1 * 

4. Enjoined by thee, I have prepared the food 
at the (sacrifice) about to be performed, and as 
chief worshipper I complete this hymn of praise. 
[Indra speaks:] 4 The Soma being poured out in 
your respective dwellings, 0 Yiswamitra and 
Jawadagni, (offer praise) when I come with (the 
wealth) which I am going to distribute. 

StfKT a XVII. (CLXVIII.) 

The deity is VAnr; the RisM is Axil a, of the race of YIta; 
the metre is Trishtuhh. 

1. (I proclaim) the greatness of the impetuous Varga 
Yayu ; his voice spreads thundering around; he 
moves along sweeping the sky, tinting purple (the 
quarters of the horizon), he advances, raising the 
dust of the earth. 

2. Solid masses advance to meet the wind; the 
mares come to him as to battle; 3 associated with 


1 i.e. “ I have drank the Soma left in the jar from that which 

had been offered.” 

! Indra, in the form of conscience, speaks to them, 

a Or, his wives, the trees, shrubs, etc., follow him as timid 
women obey a resolute man. 
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thorn and in the same car the divinity proceeds, 
the sovereign of all this world. 

3. Traversing the firmament by its paths, (VIyu) 
rests not for a single day; the friend of the waters, 
the first-born, the utterer of truth—where has he 
been generated, whence was he manifested ? 

4. The soul of the gods, the germ of the world, 
this divinity moves according to his pleasure; his 
voices are heard, his form is not (seen) ; let ns 
worship that Yata with oblations. 

StfKTA. XVIII. (CLXIX.) 

The cows are the deities; the Rishi is Sahara, of the family of 
KiKsnfvAT; the metre is Trishfubh. 

Varga xxvii. 1. May the refreshing wind blow upon the cows, 
may they crop the juicy grass ; let them drink the 
nutritious life-sustaining (waters ); Budra, have 
compassion upon the food which has feet. 1 

2. Grant great felicity, Parjanya, to those cows 
who are of similar forms, of different forms, or of 
single forms, whose names Agxi knows through the 
sacrifice, or those whom the Angirasas created in 
this world by penance. 

3. Bring, Indra, to the cow-house (the cows) 
who offer their bodies to the gods, those of whom 
Soma knows all the properties, those that nourish 
us with their milk, and those that have calves. 


1 i.e. the cow* This seems to favour the notion that cows 
were sometimes killed for food* 
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4. May PrajIpati bestowing these (cows) upon 
me, concurring with the universal gods and the 
Pitris , bring the auspicious cattle to our cow-pen, 
may we be in possession of their progeny. 1 

StfsTA XIX. (CLXX.) 

The deity is SOuya; the Riski YibhkIj his son; the metre of 
the first three verses is Jagati, of the last Asiarapanbti, 

1. Let the radiant (Surya) drink much sweet 
Soma juice, bestowing unbroken life upon the lord 
of the sacrifice ; (Serya), who impelled by the 
wind 2 protects his people of his own accord, 
nourishes them and shines in various places. 

2. The radiant light is bom mighty, well- 
cherished, the abundant bestower of food, eternal, 
deposited in the supporting sustainer of the sky, 
the slayer of adversaries, the slayer of the Vritras , 
abundantly slaying the Pasyus, the slayer of the 
Asuras, the slayer of rivals. 

3. This light, the best of lights, the most ex¬ 
cellent, is called the conqueror of all, the conqueror 
of wealth, mighty; all-illumining, radiant, mighty, 


* This and the preceding stanza, it is said, are to be repeated 
at even-tide, when the cows are being brought home. 

2 According to Sayana it is the circle of the Zodiac, aecoi din„ 
to Kahidhara it is the solar orb which is driven along by the 
wind. Yajur Yeda, XXXIII. 30. Yerses I to 3 occur Sama 
Yeda, II. 6. 3. 5. 


Vnr^ri 

X5VIII. 
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Sijeta displays to view bis vast power, bis unfailing 
lustre. 

4. Illumining the whole (world) with thy radiance, 
thou hast attained (Sueta) the luminous region of 
heaven, by which (radiance) animating all pious 
acts and addressed to the universal gods, all living 
beings are cherished. 


Si5kta XX. (CLXXI.) 

The deity is Indka ; the Ridhi It a, the son of Bhmgd ; the metre 
is Gdyatri. 

Var-a XXIX. 1. Thou hast protected, Index, this chariot of 
Ita, who offered libations; hear the invocation of 
the presenter of the Soma. 

2, Thou hast carried off the head of the tremb¬ 
ling sacrifice from his skin ; come to the dwelling 
of the presenter of the Soma. 1 

3, Thou hast often, Index, let loose the mortal 
Yenya, 2 against Manasyu, the son of Astradddhxa. 


1 The allusion is to the following legend: Sacrifice attempt¬ 
ing to escape from the gods assumed a human form, that of a 
warrior. Indra, in the shape of an ant, gnawed the bowstring 
and then cut off his head. The head of the Sacrifice is said by 
Say ana to be the jj ravarjya, or preliminary ceremony of pouring 
fresh milk into boiling ghL [For references to the Brdhmanas t 
where the tale is differently told, see Wilson’s Rig-Yeda, voL vi. 
Preface, p. 31.] 

2 Venya is said to mean Frithu, the son of Vena. Sayan a 
explains snaihndh as “hast harmed. 1 J 
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4. Bring forward that Surya, Indka, who is 
lingering behind, the beloved of the gods, (awhile) 
concealed from them. 



ITEWCA3TLE 


SthETA XXI. (CLXXII.) 

The deity is the Dawn; the RUM Sahtarta, the son of Akgiras; 
the metre is the half-stanza UVuhtubL 

1. Come, (Ushas), with the desirable (radiance); Varga xsx. 
let the cows who are of full udders accompany thy 
chariot. 1 

2. Come, (Ushas), with kindly thoughts ; (it is 
the season) most honoured by the generous, and 
which brings the sacrifice to completion. 

3. Like bearers of food, liberal in our gifts, we 
spread the thread (of sacrifice before the dawn), and 
worship (her). 

4. TT kttas drives away the darkness of her sister 
(night) ; her generative benevolence (harnesses) her 
chariot. 2 

StiKiA XXII. (CLXXIII.) 

The deity is any inaugurated Raja ; the Risht Duhutya, of the 
race of Axcikas ; the metre is Anush(ubh. 

1. I have consecrated thee, (Raja); come amongst 
us, he steady and unvacillating ; may all thy sub¬ 
jects desire thee (for their king), may the kingdom 
never fall from thee. 


1 Sama Veda, I. 5. 2. 1. 7. 

2 Say ana explains sujdtaid as * f her own prolific faculty. 
The yerse occurs Sama Veda, I. 5. 2. 2. 5. 

2 D 


VOL* VI. 
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2. Come into this (kingdom), mayest thou never 
be deposed, unvacillating as a mountain; stand firm 
here like Indra; establish thy kingdom in this world. 

3. May Indra, gratified by the perpetual obla¬ 
tion, firmly establish this (prince) ; may Sojia, may 
Brahmanaspati address him (as their votary). 

4. Firm is the heaven, firm is the earth, firm are 
these mountains, firm is this entire world, so may 
this king of men be firm. 

5. May the royal Yaruna, the divine Brihaspati, 
may Indra and Agni ever give stability to thy 
kingdom. 

• 6. With a constant oblation we handle the 
constant Soma ; therefore may Indra render thy 

subject people payers of (their) taxes. 

* 

StiKTA XXIII. (CLXXIT.) 

The deity is any Raja, as in the last hymn; the Ri&hi is Abhi- 
TAitTA, of the race of Ahaiius ; the metre is Anushtubh. 

1. By the abhwurta oblation, whereby Indra has 
conquered (everything), do thou, 0 Brahmanaspati, 
bring us to sovereign rule, 1 

2. Having overcome our rivals, and those who 
are our enemies, do thou attack him who assails us, 
and him who behaves insolently towards us. 2 


1 Either the Skkta is a play upon the name of the Rishi 
(i ablnvartena, abhivavrite, abhivartaya , etc.), or his name vas 
suggested by the repetition of the derivatives of abhivrit. 

2 [Sayana does not comment on this verse.] 
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8. May the divine Savitri, may Soma establish 
thee, {raja ); may all beings establish thee, so that 
thou mayest be supreme. 

4. That oblation whereby Inura became heroic, 
renowned and eminent, I have offered, 0 gods, (to 
you), may I become freed from my rivals. 

5. May I become without a rival, the destroyer 
of my rivals, obtaining the sovereignty, overcoming 
(my foes), so that I may reign over these beings 
and over my people. 

SiSxta XXIY. (CLXXY.) 

The deities are tho stones for grinding the Soma plant; the 

MuM is IT lvDn w a g rI yaW, the son of the serpent A Bum) a ; 

the metre is GdyatrL 

1. May the divine Savitri urge you, stones, by 
his sustaining (action), be yoked to the chariot- 
poles, express (the juice). 

2. Drive away, stones, the malevolent (folk), 
drive away evil intention, make our cattle a remedy 
(against distress). 

3. The stones consentient with the central pivot 1 
are honoured, giving energy to the sprinkling (juice). 

4. May the divine Savitri quickly urge you, 
stones, by his sustaining (action) for the sake of the 
worshipper, who makes the libation. 


1 The upara is the large stone in the centre of the four stones, 
which bruise the plant; the plural is used for the singular, or 
it may imply the edges of tho stone. 
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Vjmra 

XXXIV. 


Vaiga 

XXXV. 


Stjkta XXY. (CL2XYL) 

The Bttshus ore the deities of the first stanza. Agio of the 
others; the Biski is S4 nii, the son of Ribhu ; the metre of 
the second verse is Gayatri, of the rest Anushfubh. 

1. The Suntts, (the sons) of the Rieiics, 1 advance 
boldly to battle ; supporters of all, they have spread 
over the earth as (a calf) over the mother cow. 

2. Bring forward the divine Jatavedas by means 
of divine wisdom; may be bear our oblations (to 
the gods) in succession. 

B. This ministrant priest devoted to the gods is 
brought (hither) for the sacrifice; radiant as the 
swift-moving sun, uniting (the oblation and the 
gods) surrounded (by the priests, Agni) knows of 
himself (how to worship the gods). 

4. This Agxi saves from peril caused by man as 
(well as) from peril caused by the immortals, a god 
stronger than strength, created for life-producing 
(sacrifice). 

sf-KTA xxvi. (clxxvii.) 

The subject of the hymn is Mdydbheda, the discernment of 
Maya , or illusion (the cause of material creation); the Ipshi 
is Pataaga, the son of PbajApati ; tho metre of the first 
verse is Jagati , of the other two TnsJittilth. 

1. The wise behold with their mind (seated) in 
their heart the Sun made manifest by the illusion 


1 Another interpretation makes it the rays of the sun, which, 
absorbing all moisture (vis tv a dhd yasah)) feed on the earth as a 
calf drinks the milk of the cow. 
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of tlie Asura ; 1 the sages look into the solar orb, 
the ordainers (of solar worship) desire the region of 
his rays. 

2. The Sun bears the (sacred) word 2 in his mind, 
the Gandharva 3 has spoken it, (abiding) within the 
womb; sages cherish it in the place of sacrifice, 
brilliant, heavenly, ruling the mind, 

3. I beheld the protector (the Sun), never de¬ 
scending, going by his paths to the east and to the 
west; clothing (with light) the (four) quarters of 
heaven and the intermediate spaces, he constantly 
revolves in the midst of the worlds. 4 * * 


Si5kta XXVII. (CLXXVIII.) 

The deity is Tarkshva; the Rishi is Abishtakehi his son; the 
metre is Trishfubk. 

1. Let us invoke hither for our welfare that xxx 8 vi. 


1 Sayana explains amrasyu as “ the supreme Brahma devoid 
of all disguise,” and gives as an optional explanation of aJdam 
may ay u “ united to knowledge, all-knowing. 

2 The word vdek is explained as the three Vedas; Sayana 
citing Taitt. Br. HI. 12. 9, “ In the morning the deity moves 
in the sky with the hymns of the Rich t he abides at noon in 
the Yajurveda, at his setting he is extolled with the Sdmaveda ; 
the sun moves accompanied by the three A edas. 

3 Sayana derives Gandharva from yah (voices), and dhri to 

hold, and says it means “ the breath of life. 

1 [This verse oecnrs also I. 164. 31. See above, Vul. II. 

p. 137, and see Tajur Veda, XXXVII. 1/.] 
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Varga 

XXXVII. 


Taekshya, 1 who is mighty, the commissioned of the 
gods, the victorious, the out stripper of chariots, of 
irresistible car, the overtlirower of hosts, the swift. 

2. Repeatedly invoking the liberality (of Tahk- 
siiya), as (we do that) of Indra, let us mount upon 
it for our welfare as upon a ship; 0 heaven and 
earth, vast, expanded, manifold, profound, may we 
not suffer harm now from (TXrksiiya’s) coming to 
or departing from you. 

3. He who has by bis strength rapidly spread 
out the waters for the five castes like the sun by 
his light—thousand-yielding, hundred-bestowing is 
his course, like an unfailing arrow, 3 none can stop it. 

StfcTA XXVIII. (CLXXIX.) 

The deity is Iitdha ; the JZishi of the first verse is Snsi, son of 
TJsinaba, of the second Pbatasdaxa, king of KAsf, of the 
third Vasumaxas, son of Rohm as wa ; the metre of the first 
verse is yimcsfitubk, of the two other verses Trishfubh. 

1. Rise up, look to the portion of Indra suitable 
to the season j if it be cooked, offer it; if uncooked, 
gratify him (by praise). 

2. Repair, Ikdea, quickly to the oblation which 
is cooked, the sun is advanced nearly to the middle 


1 i.e. Suparna, the son of Triksha, commissioned by tho gods 
to bring the Soma from heaven. As the Garuda of the Furanas 
he has a different ancestry. This verse occurs Sama Veda, I. 
4. 1. 5. I. See Nirnkta, X. 28. 

[the Nirukta (X. 29) explains yuvaiim sarydm as prayuvattn 1 
saramaydm is/mm, “ a dividing reed-made arrow. ”] 
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of his road; thy friends sit around thee with their 
offerings as the protectors of a family 1 (attend upon) 
the migrating lord of the mansion. 

3. I consider (the oblation) as cooked in the 
udder (of the cow), I consider it cooked in the fire, 
I consider this pure and fresh (oblation) well- 
cooked ; IndeAj wielder of the thunderbolt, doer 
of many deeds, drink well pleased of the curd of 
the noon-day sacrifice. 

StfxTA XXIX. (CLXXX.) 

The deity is Iitdka ; the Jliski is his son Jaya ; the metre is 

Triskfuhh. 

1. Indha, invoked of many, thou triumphest over 
thine enemies ; pre-eminent is thy strength, may 
thy generosity be shown on this occasion; bring 
treasures witb thy right hand; thou art the lord 
of the wealth-conveying rivers. 

2. Terrible art thou as a wandering lion who 
dwells in the mountains; come from a far-off dis¬ 
tant (world); having whetted thy rapid and sharp 
bolt, destroy our enemies, Indra, put to flight our 
opponents. 2 


1 Kulapah is explained as meaning the sons; vrdja a3 
gantavyd grihdk , houses to he gone to as if they were inns or 
caravanserais. 

* Sama Yeda, II. 9. 3. 9. 1 ; Yajur Veda, XVIII. 71; 
Kirukta, I. 10. [In Nirukta, I. 20, kucharah is explained as 
“having a had gait,” the epithets occur in connection with 
Vishnu in I. 154. 2; see Vol. II. p. 94 above.] 
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3. Thou hast been born, Indr a, endowed with 
protecting and desirable vigour ; benefactor of 
mankind, thou didst drive away the man who was 
unfriendly (to us), thou preparedst a spacious 
region for the gods. 

Si5kta XXX. (CLXXXI.) 

The deities are the Yiswadeyas ■ the Jtishi of the first verse is 
Featha son of Yasishtha, of the second Sapeatha the eon 
of BhaeadwAja, and of the third G ha eh a the son of Suxya; 
the metre is TrisktubJu 

1. Yasishtha, whose (son) is Peatha by name, 
and whose (son) is Sapeatha, has (with them) borne 
away from DhXtet, and from the radiant Savitri, 
and from Vishnu, the rathantam 1 portion of the 
oblation which is offered with the Anushtuhh verse, 

2. They 2 discovered (the Brihat) which had 
been put away, the most excellent substance of the 
sacrifice which was hidden; Bharadwaja took the 
Brihat 3 from Dhatri, the radiant Sayitri, Visknu, 
and Agni. 

3. Those brilliant deities discovered by their 
intelligence the principal means of sacrifice which 
has to be effused, which leads to the godsj these 


The usual sense of Mathaniara is the Sama Veda, or certain 
hymns belonging to it* What is here exactly intended is not 
very obvious, and is not explained by the Scholiast, 

4 *".£• Dhatri, Sadtri, etc. 

The Brihat is also a portion of the Suinu Yeda* 
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(priests) liave taken the Gharma from Dhatei, the 
radiant Savitjii and Yishnu. 1 * 

StJKTA XXXI. (CLXXXII.) 

The deity is Brihaspati ; the RUM liis son. Tapurjiurdiian ; the 
metre is TrisJtfttih. 

1. Let Brihaspati, the overcomer of difficulties/ Varga XL. 
put aside (all sins), let him thrust aside the weapon 

of the calumniator ; may he hurl down the in¬ 
glorious (enemy), may he baffle the malevolent, and 
bestow upon the sacrificer health and prosperity. 

2. May N a r a samsa protect us at the Praydja 3 
rite; may he be (the giver of) felicity to us as the 
Anuydja (divinity) at oblations ; may Brihaspati 
hurl down the inglorious (enemy), may he baffle 
the malevolent, and bestow upon the sacrificer 
health and prosperity. 

3. May Tai-urjiurdhan consume the Rakshasas, 
who are the enemies of the Brahmanas , (and then 
proceed) to slay (their) malignant (chief); may 
Brihaspati hurl down the inglorious (enemy), may 


1 The Sukta refers evidently to technical ritual, to which no 
key is given by the commentary. 

* Sayana explains durgaha as the destroyer of those who go 
wickedly. [It is more probably neuter plural, “may he lead 
ns across difficulties.”] 

3 In this place Sayana says there are five Prayajas, and three 
Anuydjm (see, for another enumeration, Yol. I. p. 122, note), 
and the second Praydja has Narasamsa (a name of Agni) for 
its deity, and the second Anuydja has Agni as its deity. 
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Varga XLI. 


Varga XLII. 


lie baffle the malevolent, and bestow upon the 
sacrifice!- health and prosperity. 

8<}xta XXXII. (CL5XXIII.) 

The deities are, for the first verse, the sacrifices for the second 
his wife, and for the third the 1Toiri \ the RisM is PhajAvat, 
the son of Pbajapati: the metre is Trishfubh. 

1. [The wife speaks:] I beheld thee in my mind 
conversant (with sacred rites), born of penance, 
renowned for penance ; enjoying in this world 
progeny and riches, do thou who art desirous of 
offspring beget offspring. 

2. [The yajamam speaks :] I beheld thee in 
my mind radiant (with beauty), beseeching (thy 
husband’s approach) to thy body at due season ; 
mayest thou, who art youthful, come up to me j 
bear offspring, thou who art desirous of offspring. 

d. [The hotri speaks:] I implant the seed in 
vegetables, the germ in all living beings; I en¬ 
gender progeny upon the earth j I beget children 
on other women. 1 

StfxTA XXXIII. (CLXXXIV.) 

The deities are those sained in the several verses, or the subject 
of the hymn the benediction of the embryo; the Rishi is 
Twashtiii, the maker of embryos, or Vishnu, the son of 
PhajAtati ; the metre is Anushfahh. 

1. May Yrsimu construct the womb, may 


1 The share of the Hoiri in the procreation of living beings 
is referable to the efficacy of the sacrifices at which he ministers. 
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Twashtri fabricate the members, may PrajXi'att 
sprinkle (the seed), may DhItri cherish thy 
embryo. 

2. Sustain the embryo, Sikivaij, sustain the 
embryo, SaraswatI, may the divine A swans, gar¬ 
landed with lotuses, sustain thy embryo. 

3. We invoke thy embryo which the Aswms 
have churned with the golden pieces of touchwood, 
that thou mayest bring it forth in the tenth month. 

StfKTA XXXIV. (CLXXXV.) 

The deities are the Xdityas, or the subject of the hymn, or 
a propitiation (mastydyam); the Rishi is Sat tad elritIj the 
sort of Varuna ; the metre is Gdyatri. 

1. May the great, brilliant, unassailable protec- y arsa yt.ttt. 
tion of the three (deities), Mitra, Aryahan, and 
Varuna, be (granted to me). 

2. Let not their malignant enemy have power 
over dwellings, or roads, or enclosures, 

3. (Nor the enemy of) the mortal upon whom 
the sons of Aditi bestow the eternal light (of life) 
that he may live. 1 

StfxxA XXXV. (CLXXXVI.) 

The deity ia YItet ; the Rishi is TJi,a, of the nice of Y Ata ; the 
metre is Gdyatri* 

1. May Yata breathe into our hearts a healing Varga XLiv. 
balm, bringing happiness; may he prolong our lives. 


1 Yajur Yedaj HI. 31 to 33, 
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Varga XIV. 


Varga XLVI. 


2. Thou, Yata, art both our father and our 
brother and our friend; cause us to live. 

3. That store of ambrosia, Yata, which is placed 
in thy house, give us of it that we may live. 1 

StJKTA XXXVI. (CLXXXYII.) 

The deity is A am■ the Rishi is his son Vats a ; the metre is 

Gayatri. 

1. Eaise the hymn to Agnt, the benefactor of 
mankind j may he bear us (safe) beyond (the reach 
of) those who hate us. 

2. May (Agni), who from a great distance shines 
fiercely upon the desert tract that he has attained, 2 
bear us (safe) beyond (the reach of) those who 
hate us. 

3. May (Agki), the showerer of benefits, who, 
with his pure radiance destroys the Rdkshasas , bear 
ns (safe) beyond (the reach of) those who hate us. 

StkiA XXXVII. (CLXXXVTII.) 

The deity is Agki JAtayebas, the Rishi Syejsta, the son of Agni ; 
the metre is Gayatri. 

1. TJrge the food-giver, Jata vedas, (as) a horse, 3 
to sit down upon this our sacred grass. 


1 Sama Veda, II. 9. 2. 11. 1 to 3. Verse 1 also occurs, I. 
2. 2. 4. 10. 

5 [ Tiro dhanva is properly “ across the desert.” Sayana 
explains liras tw praptamS] 

3 Or, taking astvam as an adjective, ‘‘the all-pervading Jala- 
vedas.” 
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2. I offer earnest and ample praise to this Jata- 
vedas, the showcrer (of benefits), whose sons are 
intelligent (worshippers). 

3. May he invest our sacrifice with those bright 
(flames) of J^tavedas, that are the hearers of the 
oblation to the gods. 

S^kta XXXVIII. (CLXXXIX.) 

The deity is S</hta, or it may be Slr.PARijxf,' who is also the 
MUM ; the metre is GdyairL 

1. This moving many-coloured (Sun) has arrived, Varga xlyii. 
he has sat down before his mother (earth) in the 

east, and advances to his father heaven. 1 2 

2. His radiance penetrates internally, drawing 
(the air) down (through the lungs) after having 
sent it up, 3 the mighty one 4 beholds the sky. 

3. The thirty stations of the day and night 


1 i.e. Kadrv,, the mother of the serpent race. 

1 The whole of this Siikta occurs in the Yajush, III, 6-8, and 
in the Saman, II. 6, 1, 11. MahidhaTa agrees with Sayana in 
rendering gait “moving” {gamanasUa). He applies the first 
half of the stanza to Agni, the last to Surya, or Agni in that 
character. 

3 [Sayana gives an alternative explanation, “setting after 
having risen.”] 

4 Sayan a refers this to the sun - Muhidhara to Agni, in the 
character of Vagu : both commentators explain makisjiah as 
u mighty.” 
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shine with (the sun’s) rays, 1 the voice (of praise) 
is addressed to the Sun. 2 


Varga 

XLVIIL 


SfJETA XXXIX. (CXC.) 

The purport of each verse is its deity; the Riski is Aoha- 
mabsiiaxa, the sou of MADuuencmiAKDAS; the metre is 
Anushtubh. 

1, Truth (of thought) and truthfulness (of speech) 
were bom of arduous penance, 3 thence was night 
generated, thence also the watery ocean, 4 

2* Prom the watery ocean was the year after¬ 
wards produced, ordaining nights and days, the 
ruler of every moment, 

3. BhItiii in the beginning created the sun and 
moon, the heaven, the earth, the firmament, and 
the happy (sky). 


1 [Or taking dh&ma as accusative of duration of time, t£ lie 
shines for thirty stations (or ghafis, one ghati being ecjual to 
24 minutes) in the day.” The u stations ” in the translation 
in the text arc equal to mujiurtas, or periods of 48 minutes.] 

2 The two commentators explain this somewhat differently, 
but agree in the main. Mahidhara takes patanga as Agni y and 
makes v&k the nominative to virdjati , and dh&ma accusative of 
duration, explaining it either as the thirty muhurtas (which 
make up the 24 hours)* or as the thirty days of the month 
during every one of which the diligent yajamdna sacrifices, 

3 Sayana says this alludes to the penance of Brahma preceding 
creation; tatah is u from that penance/* or “from him 
(Brahma)/’ 

4 Say ana observes that samudra moans both firmament and 
ocean ; the epithet arnava is added to distinguish the latter. 



EIGHTH ASHTAKA — EIGHTH ADHyItA. 415 


Sukta XL. (CXCI.) 

Agni ia the deity of the first verse, the assembly (samjnAna) of 
the rest; the Rishi is Sahy astana ; the metre of the third 
stanza is IVishiuhh, of the rest Amish tulh. 

1. Agni, showerer (of benefits), thoo who art the Varga ylix. 
lord, thou verily eombinest with all creatures, 1 thou 

art kindled upon the footmark of Ila, (the altar); 
bring unto us riches. 

2. Meet together, talk together, let your minds 
apprehend alike ; in like manner as the ancient 
gods concurring accepted their portion of the 
sacrifice. 

3. Common be the prayer of these (assembled 
worshippers), common be the acquirement, common 
the purpose, associated be the desire. I repeat for 
you a common prayer, I offer for you with a 
common oblation. 

4. Common, (worshippers), be your intention ; 
common be (the wishes of) your hearts; common 
be your thoughts, so that there may be thorough 
union among you. 


1 Lit. “thou nrixest, associatest all things.” [Sayana, “thou 
alone amongst the gods pervadest all living beings.”] Hahl- 
dhara (Yajur Yeda, XV. 30), “thou givest the sacrifice!’ all the 
objects (phal&nt) for which he prays.” 
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350. 
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355* 
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357. 
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362. 

VII. 
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364* 

VIII. 
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366. 
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Lsdea, 
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368* 
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Yiswayasu. 

369. 
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371. 

XIII. 
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372. 

XIV. 
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Astrabudhnya, 400 
Amnitt, 152, 153 

Asura, 126, 132, 134, 
141, 143, 161, 165, 
183, 191, 213, 295, 
315, 320, 343, 356, 
366, 367, 374, 382, 
387, 399 

A'$wa<?hna, 163 
Aswaith 86 

Amine, 3, 42, 43, 61, 
62, 65, 77, 78, 95, 
96, 98, 104, 105, 106, 
107, 108, 109, 110, 
111, 138, 139, 145, 
154, 157, 158, 172, 
177, 178, 179, 200, 
224, 225, 228, 261, 
262, 263, 301, 302, 
303, 304, 344, 349, 
355, 356, 357, 371, 
374, 411 

Atharmn , 55, 128, 269, 
276, 334 

Atharvana, 333 
AtharvaSj 32, 70 
AUtkigu, 130 
Atithigm t 130 
Atka, 131 

Atri, 106, 109, 213, 
232, 365, 373, 374, 
382 

Atddm, 283 
Aurvaseya, 59 
Ayd&ya, 182, 309, 367 
A'yu t 34, 132 


Bala, 165 
Bandhu, 149 
BarhaU, 224 
Barhishads, 34, 36 
Bam, 273 

Bhaga, 84, 96, 169, 174, 
181, 185, 199, 227, 
229, 258, 262, 263, 
344, 371, 382 

Bhajeraihdj 154 
Bhalandma , 119, 123 

Bhwafk&j®, 172, 237, 
347, 365, 382, 383, 
385, 408 

Bhdrati, 154, 193, 313 
Bharga, 161 
Bharmyaswa, 291 
Bhaumna , 218 
BhiJcsItUj 328 
Bhishaj, 276 
Bhrdfa t 224 
Bhrigu, 50, 260, 400 

Bhrigm , 32, 70, 107, 
123, 125, 208, 312, 
339 

Bhupju, 104, 108, 178, 
374 

Bhkpaii , 137 
Bhhtdma, SOI, 304 
Bhutdndmpati , 137 
Bhuvma, 214, 387 
BhuvanupU) 137 

Brahma , 35, 193, 323, 
333, 350 

Brahma , 21, 158, 159, 
249, 310, 311, 336, 
345, 371, 391, 414 


Brahmanaspaiij 142,175, 
184, 197, 385, 394, 
402 

Brahmavd dtni, 104 

Brihctddivd) 333, 334 

BrihadraiJta } 132 

Brihadukiha, 143 , 144 , 
146, 149 

Brihaspati, 30, 31, 46, 
96, 98, 113, 116, 118, 
172, 177, 182, 183, 
184, 185, 186, 187, 
188, 194, 197, 232, 
260, 279, 281, 282, 
287, 293, 294, 295, 
307, 308, 310, 311, 
317, 349, 354, 371, 
386, 391, 397, 402, 
409 

Brihati, 354 
Budha, 268, 289 


Chakshush, 388 
Chandra, 244 
Chandramm, 3 
CJihdyd, 42 
Chiiramahm, 338 
Chitti, 224 
Chumuri, 320 
Chyamna i 50 
Chyavdna f 104 


BahhUtf 320 
Badhikrd, 289 
Badhymch , 128 

BaMa } II, 172, 197, 
198 

JDahhindf 299, 300, 306 
I Damana , 39 
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Bamima&t 254 
Ddnavm, 334 

Msa 7 60, 103, 132, 190, 
220, 236, 285, 292, 
333, 366, 379 

Basyus, 57, 127, 128, 
131, 146, 200, 221, 
270, 285, 300, 301, 
399 

Demmmt , 377 
D&vdpif 281, 282, 283 
DevasravaSf 42 
Devh 268 
Bhandlca, 94 
Dhanishthd, 200 

Dhatri) 46, 48, 199, 

231, 284, 388, 397, 
408, 409, 411, 414 

Dhuni , 320 
JOhrimiy 401 
Dirghatamas, 64, 65 
Divod&sa, 130 
Bivya, 304 
Brona, 372 
Brughana, 291 
Buksdsana, 89 
Btthsima, 264 
Burmitra, 299, 300 
Buvasgu, 286, 289 
Bwita, 2 

Ekata, 2 
Etasa , 364 

Gandkarva, 22, 230, 341, 
364, 368, 369, 405 

Gmidharvl, 24 
Gangd, 204 


Gdrhapatya, 1 
Garuda, 406 
Garutmai , 380 
Gdtka, 224 
Gm 34, 

Gaupdyanm, 149, 154 
Gauri, 232 
Gaurkdti, 199 
Gaimhthira, 382 
Gaya, 167, 171, 175 
Gdyatrl , 77, 354 
Gkarma, 320 

Ghoshd, 104, 105, 108, 
109, 110 

Godhdj 360 
Gomaftj 205 
Gotama, 365 
Gotras, 295 
Granthini, 270 
Gmgm f 130 

JIamrdhdna Angi, 24, 
29 

Eavirvahana, 136 
Meti 284 

ECiranyagarbha, 335, 336 
Jlir any abasia, 105, 178 
Miranyadupa) 380, 381 
Eradechahskus, 270 

Ik&hwdku, 155 
2hj 267 

lid , 3, 98, 154, 193, 
254, 255, 313, 415 
Ilurfia, 80, 89 
Indr a, pussim 


Irdrdnij 232, 233, 234, 
235, 376 

Indu, 376 
Irammada, 377 
Irdvat, 206 
Iravail, 205 
I Ishh'iti, 278 
Ita, 400 

Jagati, 354 

Jmiadagn i t 312,365,396, 
397 

Jaraiharna, 206, 213 
Jaritri , 372 
Jarutha , 213 

Jdtavedas, 8, 9, 13, 16, 
38, 39, 40, 119, 136, 
137, 161, 190, 237, 
241, 257, 312, 325, 
370, 381, 404, 412, 
413* 

* Taya, 407 
Juh ii, 310 
Juti , 364 
Jyotnh , 34 

Ea, 335, 336, 337 
Eadrii, 264 

Kahhivat, 64, 104, 108, 
161, 355, 373, 398 

Kali, 105 
Edma, 382 
Eamadyu, 178 
Eanwa, 20, 65, 86, 382 
Eapila, 71 
Eapota , 394 
Earanja, 130 
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Karilrata, 364 
Kusi, 406 
Ka$yapa> 392 
Kausika, 232 
Kavasha, 80, 89, 91 
Kavij 285 
Kmym, 31 
Kesim, 364 
Ketu, 386 
Kmldim, 241 
Kridhukarna, 67 
Krisdnu, 173 
Krishna, 111, 114 
Krityd, 228 
Kshatnya, 49 
Kahha, 205 
Kulmalaharhhha, 346 
Kumdra, 362 
Kurils, 89, 281 
Kurusravana, 89, 90 
Kimka, 347 

Kutsa, 78, 103,108,131, 
285, 299, 301, 366 

Kuv&ra, 244 

Lava, 331 
Loha, 197 
Lma } 94, 103 

Madhuchchhandas, 414 
Mdgdvim, 149 
MagJid, 225 

MagJmvan, 74, 75, 111, 
112, 114, 115, 118, 
143, 144, 179, 292, 
295, 304, 315, 318, 
327, 356, 361, 378, 
379, 396, 397 


INDEX OE NAMES, 


Mrnas, 149, 151 
Manasyu, 400 
Mdndhdtri, 360 

Many, 42, 125, 137, 

141, 156, 157, 161, 
162, 163, 165, 166, 
167, 169, 189, 193, 
201, 206, 236, 258, 
267, 287, 370, 381 

Manyu, 220, 221, 222 
Marichi, 355 
Mdrtdnda, 199 
MarudvridJid, 205 
Maruts, 6, 58, 60, 70, 


76, 

83, 88, 96, 

97, 

98, 99. 120 

, 138, 

142, 

145, 

146, 

169, 

170, 

174, 

175, 

179, 

182, 

183, 

184, 

185, 

194, 

199, 

200, 

201, 

205, 

206, 

208, 

209, 

210, 

211, 

221, 

234, 

247, 

259, 

2G0, 

262, 

281, 

284, 

286, 

293, 

294, 

295, 

299, 

300, 

317, 

318, 

319, 

339, 

346, 

348, 

366, 

387 


Mdtalin, 31 



Md tar is wan. 

125, 

128, 


231, 245, 320 
Mathita, 50 
Ma uja va i, 91 
Maya, 351 
Mdyava, 264 
Mcdhdiithi, 20. 

Mchatnu, 205 
Mend , 315 

Miira, 3, 16, 22, 28, 56, 
57, 80, 85, 96, 97, 
100, 101, 136, 138, 
162, 163, 164, 169, 


172, 

174, 

175, 

176, 

177, 

185, 

199, 

226, 

247, 

258, 

259, 

262, 

263, 

267, 

281, 

302, 

310, 

319, 

343, 

344, 

346, 

347, 

354, 

357, 

358, 

379, 

411 



MUralcrus, 248 
Mitrdtithi, 89, 90 
MrtUka, 381 
Mrigavyddha , 159 
Mrigtiya, 132 
Mriiyu, 46 

Mudgah , 291, 292, 293 
Mudyaldnij 291, 292 
Mhjavat, 91 
Muni s, 364 
Murdhanvat, 241 
Mushkavatj 102 


Mabhahprabhedma, 316 

iYu hhdnedish (ha, 15 6, 

157, 160, 162, 163, 
164, 165 

JVfl chihetas, 362 
Nahmh, 214 
Nahusha, 167 
NaJishatra, 223, 244 
Mala, 69 

NamucM, 132, 201, 356 

Mardsamsa, 172, 192, 
409 

Kardsmml, 224 

Mar dy ana, 249 

Mavavdstwa, 132 

Kdsaigas, 62, 104, 105, 
110, 161, 200 







Mrriti , 23, 49, 97, 98, 
152, 153, 207, 272, 
321, 391, 393, 394 

PRsh&fiti, 278 
Nhhtigri, 291 
IPiiosa, 302, 303 
Pfrimedha, 213, 357,358 
Rfrishad, 86, 161 

Padyribhi, 132 

Rank, 182, 184, 307, 
308, 309, 387 

Ptiramdtmd, 218, 251, 
344, 350 

ParameshfMn, 350 
Paramesiuara, 144, 214, 
215, '216 

Parasurdma , 312 
Pardvrijj 64 
Parivrij, 64 

Parjanya, 3, 73, 177, 
180, 181, 186, 281, 
340, 398 

Par nay a t 130 
Par&U) 236 
Par thy a, 264 
Parmhm, 205 
Parvata, 388 
Pat any a, 404 
Pathjd swasU f 167 
Pdyu, 237 
Pedu, 106 
Pijavana, 359 
Pipru, 286, 366 
Pitrimedha, 46 

j Pitris, o, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
41, 43, 44* 50, 51, 
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109, 145, 148, 150, 
188, 244, 245, 385, 
399 

Plait, 167, 171, 175 
Potfij 3 

Prachetas , 393, 394 

PrajdpaU, 4, 11, 20, 21, 
26, 28, 29, 46, 52, 62, 
70, 71, 72, 84, 85, 
119, 120, 145, 158, 
224, 230, 252, 285, 
304, 335, 337, 353, 
354, 366, 390, 399, 
404, 410, 411. 

Pray dv at, 410 . 

Prakriti, 69, 71, 351 
Pratardam , 406 
Pratka, 408 
Praihhthdna, 268 
Prithmdna , 264 
Pritkivi, 171 
Friths 262, 379, 380 
Priymmdha, 204 
Purdna , 389 
Purandht, 173, 229 
Puroddsa, 29 
Purohita, 3 
Purumitra, 105 

Pur it rams, 267, 268, 

269, 270, 271, 272 

Purusha, 249, 250, 251, 
252, 254 

Pushmi, 42, 43, 44, 65, 
66, 89, 96, 153, 172, 
173, 175, 179, 225, 
228, 261, 262, 281, 
344, 368 


Faihhij 224 
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Mdkshasas, 72, 98, 100, 
145, 157, 159, 207, 
237, 238, 239, 240, 
241, 248, 263, 294, 
330, 357, 383, 409, 
412 

Rahskohan, 391 
Mama, 264, 312 
Rmd, 205 

Ratkaproshtka Ammdtis, 
155 

Rathaspati, 174 
Mdtri , 347 

Reblia, 106 

Perm, 245 

MMu t 60,106, 142, 177, 
181, 207, 214, 260, 
263, 300, 303, 404 

Rihhuhshan, 60, 174, 263 
Rijhwan, 286, 366 
Rihwans, 31 
Rishabha, 395 

Risli tishena, 281, 282, 
283 

Rhhyasringa, 364 
Riiwijas, 289 
Rodati, 260, 262 
Rokidaswa, 406 
Rahini 159 


Madras, 

88, 

145, 

156. 

157, 

168, 

159, 

161, 

173, 

174, 

175, 

179, 

181, 

269, 

262, 

263, 

279, 

285, 

344, 

345, 

346, 

350, 

365, 

381, 

398 





Rudriyas, 131 


Sahara, 398 
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Sachi, 388, 389 
Sddhana, 387 
Sadhri, 329 

Sddhyas, 252, 254, 354 
Sakaputa, 357, 358 
Sakatds, 29 

Salra, 103, 112, 298, 
361 

§akti, 199 
Sahara, 395 
$ami t 86 
Samitri, 314 
Samvanana, 415 
Samvarta, 401 
Sankara, 232 
Saniia, 34 
Sdnkhya, 373 
Sanfomdctj 46 
Santmu, 281, 282, 283 
Sapratha, 498 
Saptagu, 126, 127, 128 
Saptmadkri, 106 
Sapid) 211 

Saramd, 31, 33, 307, 
308, 309 

Saranyu, 42, 43 
Saraswat, 179 

Saraswati, 42, 44, 82, 
154, 173, 175, 178, 
193, 194, 205, 231, 
313, 356, 371, 411, 

Sarayu, 173 
Sdrisrikva, 372 
Sdrnga, 372 
Sdrpajdii, 206 
Sdrpardjni, 413 
Sarvahari) 273 


Sdrydta, £58 
Saryandvab, 94 
Sdm t 383 

Satakraiu, 90, 317, 361 
Sataprabhedhana, 318 
Sail, 232 
Satyadhriti) 411 
Saty avail, 231, 
Sdtydyam, 102 
Sauch'ika, 211, 213 
Saumyas, 34, 37 
Sdvarni, 165, 166, 167 

Savitri, 28, 71, 84, 92, 
94, 95, 99, 173, 179, 
224, 225, 227, 229, 

240, 258, 263, 287, 

288, 349, 354, 368, 

371, 380, 381, 388, 

391, 403, 408, 409 

Savya, 

Sayu , 107, 109, 162 
Sihif 406 
Silusha, 346 

j SindJw, 173, 181, 204, 

205, 206 

Sindhudwipa, 18, 20 
Sindhukshit, 204 
Sinlvali, 411 
Sinjdra, 108, 109 
SirimbUha, 385 
Sir-isha, 378 
Slid, 205 
Siva, 257 
Smadibha, 131 
Sobhari, 347 

Soma, 5, 19, 29, 32, 33, 
36, 37, 42, 44, 50, 56, 
59, 60, 61, 62,63, 64, 


65, 67, 77,78, 79, 80, 
81, 87, 88, 89, 91, 94, 
98, 111, 114, 115, 

117, 118, 120, 122, 
125, etc* 

Sraddhd, 382 
Srmi, 270 
Srit/d, 232 
Srutabandhu, 149 
Srutarmn, 132 
SiamhamUra, 372 
Sthura, 326 

Sulandhu, 149,150, 152, 
155, 156 

Sudds, 359 
Sudhanvan, 207 
Suhasiya, 110, 111 
Sujurni, 270 
Sukirii, 355 
Sukm, 396 

Sumitra, 189, 190, 191, 
299, 300 

Sumna-dpi, 270 
Smidhyu, 105 
Sunn, 404 
Suparna, 375, 406 
Skris, 378 

Sitrya, 100, 101, 102, 
119, 122, 132, 241, 
243, 364, 371, 379, 
388, 399, 400, 401, 
413 

Siiryd, 223, 224, 225, 
226, 229, 230 

Smart u, 205 
Smhm, 57, 58, 59, 131, 
161, 285, 315 
Sushomd, 205 
Sutudrl, 205 
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Suvedas, 378 
Swdna , 224 
Sweti, 205 
Syena, 412 
Syumarafmi, 208 

Tandma y 102 
Tama, 262, 264 
Tanimapai, 191, 312 
Tapas, 220, 320 
Tapurmurdhan , 409 
Tdrhkya, 375, 405, 406 
Ti&hya, 173 

TrasadmfU) 89, 90, 382 
Trihidrukas, 34 
Triksha, 406 
Tyishtdmd, 205 
Trishfnbh, 354 
THstraSj 15, 17 
Tristiha, 78 

Trita, 12, 17, 18, 124, 
128, 172, 285 

Trita Apiya, 1 
Tugra, 104, 131 
Tttrvasa, 132 

Twashtriy 3, 5, 15, 17, 
18, "22, 42, 46, 48, 
125, 129, 133, 142, 
174, 177, 179, 193, 
207, 216, 260, 313, 
344, 410, 411 

Uh } 411 
Um& } 267 

Upamasravos, 89, 90 
Upasiuttiy 324, 325 


JJpavaUriy 3 
V'rdhwagravany 403 
ITrdhwaikrisana, 37 5 
V'rdhwmidbhdy 310 
ITrmyd, 348 
Uru, 366 
Urukshaya, 330 

XTrvask, 59, 267, 268, 
269, 270, 271, 272 

Usanas, 57, 285 

U$hm, 145, 269, 289, 
348, 367, 401 

JJshniky 354 
Ustja, 2 86 
Usinara, 406 
UUaralurUy 42 

Vdohy 310, 344 

Yadhrimatij 105, 109, 
178 

Yadhryas wa, 189, 190, 

191 

Vmkunfha, 126, 128, 

131 

Ymswdnara, 9,122, 211, 
212, 213, 241, 243, 
244 

Vawamaty 394 

Ydja t 60, 84, 174, 200, 
263 


Vagin, 147, 148, 181 
Yak, 182, 183, 184, 
186, 187, 307, 366, 
379 

Vdnmdepa, 143, 146, 241, 
346 


Vamm, 283, 285 
Yamraha , 286 
Vanaspaiiy 193, 314 
Yandam } 105, 286 

Varujw, 16, 22, 24, 28, 
32, 50, 80, 85, 96, 97, 
99,100, 120, 123,136, 
137, 138, 161, 163, 
164, 169, 172, 173, 
174, 175, 176, 177, 
179, 193, 199, 204, 
220, 222, 226, 22 7 S 
247, 258, 259, 262, 
263, 267, 279, 281, 
286, 295, 302, 310, 
319, 341, 342, 343, 
344, 346, 347, 354, 
357, 358, 371, 379, 
394, 397, 402, 411 

Vasa, 108 

Vashathdra , 135, 145 

Yasi&hthay 37, 178, 182, 
232,' 272, 338, 339, 
365, 381, 382, 408 

Ydstoshpatiy 159 

Yam, 102, 103, 130, 

145, 179, 181, 209, 
263, 281, 299, 312, 
344, 347, 350, 373, 
381 

Yasnkra, 52, 62, 66, 74, 
75, 76, 77 

Yamkrity 52, 62 

Vasumams, 406 

Ydtay 172, 177, 181, 
371, 397, 398, 411, 
412 

Vdiajutiy 364 
Vat aras ana, 364 
Vatsay 412 
YaUajrriy 119 





436 INDEX OP NAMES. 


Faya, 43, 73, 119, 172, 
175, 177, 131, 207, 
224, 225, 252, 253, 
258, 2G1, 263, 287, 
305, 310, 364, 365, 
371, 382, 388, 397, 
398, 411, 413 

Venya, 400 
Vim, 132 
Vetasua, 131 
Vihhrdj, 399 
Vibhueas, 124 
Vxbhwan, 207 
Vidhdtri, 397 
Vikavya, 348 
Vikhdnam, 283 
Vikunfkd, 126 


Vrmada, 52, 54, 56, 61, 
62, 105, 178 


Ftpdstij 205 



Fiprajutt) 364 


Viprabandlm, 

149 


Virdj , 145, 

249, 

251, 

354, 395 



Viritpa, 314, 

316, 

318, 

320 



Vishnu, 126, 

175, 

179, 

232, 260, 

295, 

318, 


348, 371, 408, 409, 
410 

Vidmdpu, 178 
Vtspala, 105 
Viswaka, 178 

Viswahirman, 214, 215, 
216, 217, 218, 219 

Visioamitra, 70, 245, 

248, 296, 298, 365, 
389, 396, 397 

Viswdvam, 227, 368 
Viswdt/u, 59 

Vi sice devdh, 83, 89, 94, 
135, 138, 140, 146, 
149, 156, 165, 166, 
167, 175, 258, 260, 
261, 286, 289, 320, 
344, 346, 348, 354, 
365, 385, 386, 387, 
394, 408 

Vitmtd, 205 
Vltihavya, 254 

Vivamat, 20, 29, 31, 32 
42, 43, 55, 106, 151, 
156, 162, 167, 199, 
384, 394 

Vivrihan, 392 

Vriskdkapi, 232, 233, 
234, 235, 236, 237 


VrisJidmka, 364 
Vriskfihmya, 324, 325 
Vritra, 58, 60, 76, 130, 
132, 177, 180, 190, 
200, 201, 203, 246, 
248, 284, 295, 298, 
299, 315, 319, 320, 
326, 343, 344, 359, 
367, 378, 383, 384, 
399 

Yadu, 132 

Yajlia, 295, 353, 354 

Yajnapurmka, 295 

Yakshas, 244 

Yahshmanasam, 390 

Yama, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 37, 39, 40, 42, 43, 
46, 50, 55, 138, 139, 
151, 156, 163, 172, 
260, 279, 341, 362, 
363, 375, 385,394,395 

Yaml, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 384 

Yamuna, 204 

Ydtudhanas, 237, 238, 
239, 240, 241, 334 

Yavanaswa, 264, 360 

Yaydti, 167 
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